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2nd Sunday of Advent Year A Violet is the colour of repentance
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Dear friends

Next Sunday at the 10.30am Mass we will bless the Christmas Crib in the church and
celebrate ‘Bambinelli Sunday’, as we did last year. This was a custom begun by Pope
John Paul Il in Rome a number of years ago when he invited families to bring the baby
Jesus from their cribs at home to be blessed. You are invited to bring your baby Jesus
figures (or your entire crib set) to be blessed at the 10.30am Mass next Sunday. There
will be a table at the front of the church near the church crib. This will be a nice event
to celebrate as a parish family for the Jubilee Year. After Mass we will have Panettone
and (real) coffee to share. Please join us, and invite others to join us.

This coming Thursday we will celebrate the end of the school year with the students
from the school attending the 9.30am Mass.

This coming Thursday there will be an opportunity for confessions before Christmas,
From 6.30pm-7.15pm there will be Eucharistic Adoration in the Church and two priests
will be available for confessions. | will be in the confessional box and Fr Trevor
Tibbertsma from our seminary will be available in the body of the church. Both priests
are available to hear confessions in Italian as well. There are several other times
before Christmas for confession, and these are in the Advent timetable in the bulletin.
Next Friday at the 9.30am Mass we will celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick during Mass. The Church offers this sacrament as one of healing and strength
to those who are seriously ill or of advanced age.

Last Tuesday was the conclusion of the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in
Melbourne. Over 6000 young people from around Australia participated, along with
Bishops, priests, religious and youth leaders. They were welcomed with a video
message from Pope Leo XIV at the beginning of the Festival. At the conclusion of the
Festival, Archbishop Fisher of Sydney invited the young people to the International
Eucharistic Congress to be held in Sydney in 2028.

Pope Leo XIV has concluded his first Apostolic voyage to Turkey and Lebanon. | would
encourage you to read some of his speeches and homilies, and watch some of the
events on line. It was a remarkable trip. The Pope addressed the people in English,
fluent French and some Turkish and Lebanese ! He was the first Pope to visit the
Shrine of St Charbel in Lebanon. Let us pray that the historic meeting at Nicaea with
the Ecumenical Patriarch to celebrate the 1700™ anniversary of the Council of Nicaea-
Constantinople, may be a turning point for Christian unity between East and West.
This weekend we have the Annual St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal, with a special
collection after Holy Communion. Thank you for your support of this charity which
supports the needy in our community.
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Plenary Indulgence for New Years Eve. Jubilee Year of Hope
The Church offers a Plenary Indulgence on New Years Eve for those who fulfil the usual
conditions (Confession, reception of Holy Communion, prayers for the Holy Father's

intentions) to those who recite the Te Deum (Solemn Prayer of Thanksgiving) publicly in

church. We will do this after the 9.30am Mass on Wednesday 31 December.
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Contact Us

Parish Priest

Fr David Cartwright

T:9337 9994

E: Niddrie@cam.org.au

W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042
Parish Office

Charles Meneze, Secretary

Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

Pray With Us

Mass Times

Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: spm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
1* Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite

your support- please contact the Parish
Office.

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:

Presbytery Account (1* collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)
- BSB:083 -347 Acc No.: 6616 52479

Parish Account (2™ collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347 AccNo.: 6568 74974

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or
the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue
the work of the Gospel.

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

Our Liturgical Life
What is a Catholic Mass?
Then a psalm is prayed or sung on the same theme. The second reading
is usually a letter from St Paul and then everyone stands to listen to a
reading from the Gospel, the story of Jesus. This reading will show how
the Old Testament is completed by Jesus. After the readings everyone
sits and listens to the homily, or sermon preached by the priest. To
complete this part of the Mass, on Sundays, everyone recites the Creed,
which is the statement of faith in God, and then each parish has its own
set of ‘intercessions’ that is, a set of prayers for local issues and people.
From www.queenofangels.org
Our Spiritual Life
Expressions of Prayer
Catholics pray in different ways. The Catechism names three major
expressions of prayer: vocal prayer, meditation, and contemplative
prayer.
Vocal Prayer
Vocal prayer is giving voice to what is stirring in our hearts and in our
souls. Vocal prayer can be as simple and uplifting as “Thank you, God,

Parish News

Social Media
Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook:
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults
New to the Faith? Want to Know More?
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception in
the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.
Participating in the Mass
The daily Mass readings and responses can be accessed with this QR Code.
The Sunday readings and Mass responses are on the other side of the
bulletin.

Advent Timetable
Tuesdays of Advent (9 Dec, 16 Dec, 23 Dec)
e 6.30pm - 6.50pm: Adoration & Confessions
e 7pm: Mass each Tuesday of Advent

Saturdays of Advent (13 Dec, 20 Dec) - for this beautiful morning.” It can be as formal as a Mass celebrating a
e 10am - 10.30am: Confessions very special occasion. It can be as intense and immediate as the prayer
Sundays of Advent (7 Dec, 14 Dec, 21 Dec) Jesus uttered in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Not my will, but yours be
« 10am - 10.20am: Confessions (before 10.30am Mass) done.” From www.loyolapress.com
Thursday 11 December Profession of Faith
 6.30pm-7.15pm: Adoration and Confessions (2 priests available) During the Advent and Christmas seasons we will use the
Friday 12 December Apostle's Creed at Mass in place of the Nicene Creed

e 9.30am Mass: Anointing of Sick Mass
For your Diary: Sunday 14 December ‘Bambinelli Sunday’ Blessing of
home Christmas cribs and coffee and Panettone after 10.30am Mass.
Please bring along the baby Jesus figures from your Christmas cribs
to be blessed at Mass this Sunday.
Christmas Masses

60oth Anniversary of the Opening of our parish church.
Next year, 2026, marks the 6oth anniversary of the opening of St
John Bosco's current church. It will be an occasion for us to
celebrate and give thanks to God. If anyone has any suggestions
about how we should celebrate this as a parish, please see Fr
David.

Christmas Eve- Wednesday 24 December Ministry at our weekend Masses
- 5.00pm- Christmas Family Mass We are blessed to have a good number of volunteers who assist at our
- 9.00pm- Christmas Solemn Vigil Mass Masses with reading, collecting etc.
Christmas Day- Thursday 25 December We would like to expand our ministries in the area of music and altar
- 9.30am- Christmas Day Mass serving. Currently we have a fledgling music ministry at both Masses,
Boxing Day Friday 26 December - no Mass which we are very keen to expand. If you would like to join with singing
This week we will have the annual Christmas Appeal for St or playing an instrument, please see one of our musicians after Mass
Vincent de Paul. Thank you for your generosity to help those in I0r speak to Fr David. Your don’t need to be an expert, just willing to
o earn.
need at this time of the year. If you would like to assist with Altar Serving on Sundays, please see Fr
This weekend we welcome Finley, Oliver, Jackson & Madeleine, David.

who are to become members of the Church through Baptism.
Let us make them welcome and pray for them and their parents
and godparents.

S)B young adults group will meet this Sunday after the 10.30am Mass
in the Parish Hall. All young people welcome. See our Facebook or
Instagram Pages ! Contact the parish for more details.

Wisdom of the Saints
Saint Aloysius Gonzaga: “As God is above all
created things, honours, possessions, so should

Stewardship We recall in Prayer

The first collection is for the support of Those who are sick

the Parish Priest, for retired and sick e pray for all the sick in our parish community

priehs;c)s, IEarishes in need and the Recently Deceased our internal esteem of his Divine Majesty
Archbishop. ; :
P Carmine Marini, Fr Michael Shadbolt surpass our esteem or idea of anything
ion i i i i whatever.”
The second collection is for parish Anniversaries and Remembrances THE DAILY DECALOGUE OF POPE SAINT JOHN Xl
expenses like wages, utilities, Kim Borg; Vito Micucci; Sylvia Lobo; Anne L R,
1 . S Oon or today, | wi
Insurance etc. Sheehy; Thomas Gavin; Frank Farrell; Ken e Gl the Ii!\:elong
Holmes; Renuka Booth; Martin Costello day positively without
LaSt—Week: wishing to solve the
1* collection: $768 Thought for the Week problems of my life all
. . at once.
2" collection: $1,681 Faith is the hand of the heart that reaches out !
K . 2. "Only for today, | will
You can also donate to our Presbytery  and receives God's gift. take the greatest care of
i i i . N . my appearance: | will
& Parish accounts using this QR code: Mass Intentions this week dress modestly; | will not
M o . , . raise my voice; | will be
Wednesday: Robert D’Souza anniv § 00 o s iy iesitor:
Thursday: Carmine Marini rec dec’d 1 will not criticize anyone;
: . : I will not claim to improve
Friday: for the soul.s in purgatory § S Histipiine snyone
Saturday: for the sick except myself.”

Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)


http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.queenofangels.c%2F&data=05%7C02%7CNiddrie%40cam.org.au%7C88af4c0c83634c43886308de062b2923%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638954979604210967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ys%2BCwcOoD54MMr58f8w1NkjGTc7xBfNWy8uwQEztENM%3D&reserved=0

A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.

camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey.

as they were baptised by him in the river

retribution that is coming? But if you are

his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and

gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff :

he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from the
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is

seated at the right hand of God the Father
i the world, have mercy on us.

: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
. the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
i takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
¢ those called to the supper of the Lamb.

{ R. Lord, I am not worthy

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread but only say the word

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to and my soul shall be healed.

{ COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 5:5; 4:36
¢ Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the :
heights, and behold the joy which comes
i to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

your hands for the praise and glory of his P RCPICHIShed by the food of spiritual
¢ nourishment, we humbly beseech you,

- O Lord, that, through our partaking in this

mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely

¢ the things of earth and hold firm to the

- things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.

" R. Amen.

almighty; / from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead. /I believe
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic
Church, / the communion of saints, / the
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no

i merits to plead our cause, come, we pray, to
¢ our rescue with the protection of your mercy.
i Through Christ our Lord.

This man John wore a garment made of R. Amen.

. THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole - R. And with your spirit.
Jordan district made their way to him, and P. Lift up your hearts.

¢ R. We lift them up to the Lord.

Jordan they confessed t}.lelr sins. But when P Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees : .S .
. . . . ¢ R. It is right and just.
coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood :

© PREFACE | OF ADVENT

of vipers, who warned you to fly from the :
After the Preface, we sing or say:

repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and : Ay Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have : peaven and earth are full of your glory.

Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, | fHosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

God can raise children for Abraham from : (1o comes in the name of the Lord.

these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the | Hgganna in the highest.

roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails :

{ THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

to produce good fruit will be cut down and :

thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for :  The mystery of faith.

repentance, but the one who follows me is . All: When we eat this Bread and drink

more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to this Cup,

carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the : We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in | until you come again.

¥ COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray ...

i All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said ...

© R. Amen.

- P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

i All exchange a sign of peace.

_ LAMB OF GOD
¢ All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

that you should enter under my roof,

THE CONCLUDING RITES

i P.The Lord be with you.

. R. And with your spirit.

- P May almighty God bless you,

i the Father, and the Son, M and the Holy
Spirit.

¢ R. Amen.

P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your
i life.

R. Thanks be to God.

~ BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

CHANGE ONF’S THINKING

Today, John the Baptist arrives to assist
us in our Advent preparation. Matthew
presents him as a figure from Israel’s
wilderness. From this setting John
invites Matthew’s audience, and us, to
repentance. There are three things about
the Gospel’s opening verses that are
important to note. First, the ‘wilderness’
was a place of nothingness. Israel
encountered God in its forty year’s desert
wanderings. Often our own lives are filled
with desert wanderings and nothingness.
We sometimes feel the loneliness of our
lives and perhaps, at times, directionless.
Contemplating our personal wilderness
can be a fruitful place to begin our Advent
preparation.

Second, from the wilderness comes the
call to repentance. John says, ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is close at
hand.” This is a powerful message. The
word, ‘repent’ comes from the Greek,
‘metanoia’, a combination of two Greek
words, ‘meta’ + ‘noia’. ‘Meta’ is the basic
root word in English linked to ‘change’
(metamorphosis, metabolism). ‘Noia’ is
the root for the English ‘knowledge’. In
other words, John’s first call to ‘repent’
literally means (from the Greek) to
‘change one’s thinking’, to be open
minded and not hard hearted. It is a
challenging call to us as we enter into this
new time of the year.

Third, John reminds us to be aware that
‘the kingdom of heaven has come near’. It
is not distant but close and present; it is
among us, a repetitive theme throughout
the Gospel, flagged in two Sunday’s time,
in the birth of the child called ‘Emmanuel’,
‘God with us’. We need today, more than
ever, this God to be with us.

FrR MicHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT / A

GOD’S KINGDOM IS NEAR. John the Baptist urged the people to prepare for the
coming of the kingdom by repenting of their sins. Their baptism by John in the Jordan
River was an important ritual act of sorrow. But they also had to express their sorrow
by reforming their lives. The sacrament of reconciliation, and right living, are excellent
means through which we can prepare for the feast of Christmas.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

¢ but judges the wretched with integrity,

cf. 1sa30: 19,30 | and with equity gives a verdict for the poor

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will
come to save the nations, and the Lord
will make the glory of his voice heard in
the joy of your heart.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy:
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive
us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT

P Almighty and merciful God, may no
earthly undertaking hinder those who set
out in haste to meet your Son, but may
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us
admittance to his company. Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,

a scion thrusts from his roots:

on him the spirit of the Lord rests,

a spirit of wisdom and insight,

a spirit of counsel and power,

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)

He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,

of the land.

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;
¢ his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

- The wolf lives with the lamb,

the panther lies down with the kid,

© calf and lion cub feed together

with a little boy to lead them.

The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.

The lion eats straw like the ox.

© The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair

~ the young child puts his hand.

They do no hurt, no harm,

on all my holy mountain,

for the country is filled with the knowledge

of the Lord

¢ as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse

- shall stand as signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

The word of the Lord.

. R. Thanks be to God.
. RESPPS

R. Justice shall flourish in his time,

and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O God, give your judgement to the

king, / to a king’s son your justice, / that he
may judge your people in justice / and your
© poor in right judgement. R.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

¢ peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from
Isa T1:1-10  gea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s
- bounds. R.

© 3. For he shall save the poor when they

2. In his days justice shall flourish / and

cry / and the needy who are helpless. / He
will have pity on the weak / and save the

- lives of the poor. R.

4. May his name be blessed for ever /
and endure like the sun. / Every tribe shall
be blessed in him, / all nations bless his

. name. R.

- SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the

: Romans

Christ, the hope of all people.

© Everything that was written long ago in the
scriptures was meant to teach us something
¢ about hope from the examples scripture gives
- of how people who did not give up were helped
¢ by God. And may he who helps us when we
refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant
¢ with each other, following the example of
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice
¢ you may give glory to the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 DECEMBER 2025

Rom 15:4-9

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for

you to treat each other in the same friendly
¢ way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ
became the servant of circumcised Jews was
- not only so that God could faithfully carry
¢ out the promises made to the patriarchs, it
- was also to get the pagans to give glory to
¢ God for his mercy, as scripture says in one
- place: For this I shall praise you among the

Ps 71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17.R. cf. v. 7 pagans and sing your name.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

- GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

¢ Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths: all people shall see the
. salvation of God. Alleluia!

. GOSPEL

¢ P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
" PA reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.

¢ R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he
¢ preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this
- was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
i heaven is close at hand.” This was the man
© the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

Lk 3:4, 6

Mt 3:1-12



