WELCOME TO THE CATHOLIC PARISH’S OF
ST AMBROSE WOODEND &
ST MARY’S LANCEFIELD AND ROMSEY

ST AMBROSE ST MARY’S ST MARY’S
18 Templeton Street (Our Lady of Lourdes) (Immaculate Conception)
Woodend 27 Chauncey St Lancefield 85 Main St Romsey
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 7 September, 2025
Mass Times
Weekend

Saturday 5pm Woodend, 6.30pm Lancefield
Sunday 9am 1%t & 3" Romsey, 2", 4" and 5™ Lancefield, 11am Woodend
Weekday
Tuesday 6pm Woodend followed by the Rosary
Wednesday 9.30am Woodend
Thursday 9.30am Romsey
Friday 9.30am Lancefield
Reconciliation
Woodend: 2™ Saturday of the month 10am-10.30am. Lancefield 4™ Sunday of the month 10am-10.30am
Healing Mass
Romsey: 1°t Saturday of the month 10:30am — Rosary begins at 10:00am

Parish Staff

Parish Priest: Fr John Healy 47 Urquart St Woodend. Ph: 03 54272690 Mobile: 0439 033 750.
Email: John.Healy@cam.org.au
Parish Secretary Woodend: Bernadette Petruccelli 47 Urquart St Woodend. Ph: 03 54272690.
Email: bernadette.petruccelli@cam.org.au
Parish Secretary Lancefield: Tammie Dalgleish 27 Chauncey Lancefield. Ph 03 54292130.
Email: lancefield@cam.org.au
‘ Office Hours
Woodend Monday 9am - 4pm & Friday 9am - 4pm
Lancefield Wednesday 8am - 5pm & Friday 8am - 5pm

Websites

Woodend: www.stambrosewoodend.com.au
Lancefield: www.melbcatholic.org/s/lancefield

School Communities

St Ambrose Woodend Principal: Bronwyn Phillips Ph 03 54271285.
Email office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au Website: www.stambrose.catholic.au
St Mary’s Lancefield Principal: Gabe Agius Ph 03 54291359.
Email office@smlancefield.catholic.edu.au Website: www.smlancefield.catholic.edu.au
Child Protection

“We hold the care, safety and well-being of children and all vulnerable people as a central and fundamental responsibility
- - ~ for our community.

Diocesan Polices are available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au
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"Living Word

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

First Reading wis 9:13-18
Wha can comprehend the will of God?

What man can know the intentions of God?

Who can divine the will of the Lord?

The reasonings of mortals are unsure

and our intentions unstable;

for a perishable body presses down the
soul,

and this tent of clay weighs down the
teeming mind.

It is hard enough for us to work out what is
on earth,

laborious to know what lies
reach;

who, then, can discover what is in the
heavens?

As for your intention, who could have learnt
it, had you not granted Wisdom

and sent your holy spirit from above?

Thus have the paths of those on earth
been straightened

and men been taught what pleases you,

and saved, by Wisdom.

within our

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 89:3-6.12-14. 17.R.v.1

(R.} In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.

1. You turn men back into dust
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’
To your eyes a thousand years
are like yesterday, come and gone,
no more than a watch in the night. (R.)

2_You sweep men away like a dream,
like grass which springs up in the
morning.
In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades. (R.)

3. Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants_ (R.)

4. In the morning, fill us with your love;
we shall exult and rejoice all our days.
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands. (R)

Second Reading Phim 9-10, 12-17
Receive him, not as a siave anymare, but as a very dear brother.

This is Paul writing, an old man now and,
what is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus.
| am appealing to you for a child of mine,
whose father | became while wearing these
chains: | mean Onesimus. | am sending
him back to you, and with him - | could
say - a part of my own self. | should have
liked to keep him with me; he could have
been a substitute for you, to help me while
I am in the chains that the Good News has
brought me. However, | did not want to do
anything without your consent; it would
have been forcing your act of kindness
which should be spontaneous. | know you
have been deprived of Onesimus for a time,
but it was only so that you could have him
back for ever, not as a slave any more, but
something much better than a slave, a dear
brother, especially dear t0 me, but how
much more to you, as a blood-brother as
well as a brother in the Lord. So if all that
we have in common means anything to you,
welcome him as you would me.

Gospel Acclamation Ps 118:135

Alleluia, alleluia!

Let your face shine on your servant,
and teach me your laws.

Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 14:25-33

All who do not renounce their possessions cannot be my
disciples.

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way
and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man
comes to me without hating his father, mother,
wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his
own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone
who does not carry his cross and come after
me cannot be my disciple.

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to
build a tower, would not first sit down and
work out the cost to see if he had enough
to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the
foundation and then found himself unable
to finish the work, the onlookers would all
start making fun of him and saying, “Here is
a man who started to build and was unable to
finish,” Or again, what King marching to war
against another king would not first sit down
and consider whether with ten thousand men
he could stand up to the other who advanced
against him with twenty thousand? If not, then
while the other king was still a long way 0ff,
he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in
the same way, none of you can be my disciple
unless he gives up all his possessions.”

7 September 2025

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
| am told that,

in most Middle
Eastern languages, there is no
word for ‘prefer’. Perhaps
influenced by extremes of heat and
cold, the vocabulary of ‘love’ and
‘hate’ is used instead. No one can
imagine Jesus ‘hating’ Joseph, but
he clearly gave preference to his
mission, even as a precocious 12
year old in the Temple.

In today's Gospel, lJesus was
preparing his followers, imminently
and over the generations, for
persecution. This would include
real-life  situations of families
dencuncing a son or daughter, or a
brother turning over a brother to
the authorities.

Imagine a Chinese Catholic hearing
this Gospel this morning, and this
afternoon being betrayed by family
members for remaining loyal to the
successor of St Peter. Jesus
exhorts such a follower to prefer
this cross over what the family
considers politically correct.

We could pause for a moment to
pray for all families, torn apart for
allegiance to Jesus in His Church,
that they may be re-united in the
peace of the Risen Lord.

mtate@bigpond.com
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EVERYONE WELCOME

Ministry ~ 06/09/25 07/09/25 13/09/25 14/09/25 20/09/25

6:30pm 9am 6:30pm 9am 6:30pm
Musician  Rosalie Christine Rosalie Agnes Rosalie
Reader Joan Betty Joanne John Tony
Collector Vol req Tim Vol req Barry Vol req
Cleaner  -—-—-—- Christine ~ ----—-- Eva e
Location LF Rom LF LF LF

Could those listed on the roster please advise if you are unavailable.

CONTINUING PRAYER LIST:
Please pray for the following who are in continuing need of our prayers:
Christine Cheney, Kath Ireland & Brendan Coburn.
MYSTERY OF FAITH
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL — RESPONSE: Lord, hear our prayer.

R:  We pray for ourselves and the special needs of all in our parish community. We
pray for those who are sick, those on our parish prayer list — the frail, and for
all who care for them. For the faithful departed: for those who have died

recently and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time.

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

All HAIL MARY
CELEBRANT LET US BRING OUR PRAYERS TOGETHER BY SAYING THE JUBILEE PRAYER.
All JUBILEE PRAYER

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son,

Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts

by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.
May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure
expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

Collections last week  Presbytery $449 Thanksgiving $795
1% collection: Presbytery & Priest 2" collection: Thanksgiving (envelope)
Next week’s readings: Numbers 21:4-9 Philippians 2:6-11 John 3:13-17

Visiting Priests

We welcome Fr. John Vesper who will celebrate the 5pm & 6.30pm Masses.

Fr. John was recently ordained in Rome by Pope Leo, celebrating this year of jubilee.
We welcome Fr. Joseph Lee who will celebrate the 9am & 11am Masses.

We thank them for celebrating with us this weekend.

JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE

To celebrate this year of Jubilee you are invited to come on Pilgrimage to St Mary
Magdalene’s Trentham on Saturday 11" October. Mass will be celebrated at 11.30am
followed by lunch at the Pig and Whistle in East Trentham at 1pm. Bookings are
essential. Either email Fr. John indicating number attending Mass and Lunch
john.healy@cam.org.au or put your name on the clip board at the back of the church.

Prayer of Blessings for birthdays and anniversaries in the month of September

CHILD PROTECTION
is everyone’s responsibility
Safety of Children and
All Vulnerable People
The St. Mary’s Safeguarding
Children and Young People
Policy is on display on the
church noticeboards or via the
parish office.

All children leaving the church
during Mass must be
accompanied by a parent.

Child Safety Committee
Fr. John Healy
Tammie Dalgleish
Michael Mooney

Baptism

As arranged with the Parish
Secretary on the 1% Sunday
of the month

Marriages

Arranged by appointment with
at least 6 months’ notice.
Please contact parish office.

Funerals
Contact Fr. John directly.

Thanksgiving

Any parishioner wishing to join
the Thanksgiving program is
invited to contact Tammie at the
parish office to arrange some
Thanksgiving envelopes.
Thanksgiving contributions by
Direct Debit or Credit Card
welcome.

Welcome

St. Mary’s Parish community
warmly welcomes visitors and
new parishioners. We invite new
parishioners to introduce
yourself to Fr. John, fill in a
census card located in the church
foyer and place in either
collection or contact Tammie
directly at the parish office.

Volunteering Ministries

A current Working with Children
Check is required to volunteer
within the parish.

Help is always welcome!

Power Point operator at Mass
Reader of the Word
Church Cleaning & Gardening

Congratulations and special blessings to all those celebrating
birthdays and anniversaries during this month. May your journey
through life be filled with daily treasures, and may you always be
open, willing and ready to share your blessings with others.
Birthdays: Rosalie McCarthy, Denis Collaco, Eileen French,
Scarlett McWha & Cole Newnham.

) ’
Fathers Day Blessings
The Lord bless you and leep you; :
The Lord make his face shine on you
w0 D) Give you peace. b

- Nambers 6:24-26
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Entrance Hymn
Seek, O seek the Lord, while he is near; trust him, speak to him in prayer, and he will hear.

God, be with us in our lives, direct us in our calling; break the snares the world contrives, keep us from falling

Seek, O seek the Lord, while he is near; trust him, speak to him in prayer, and he will hear.

God, increase in us the life that Christ by dying gave us: though we faint in mortal strife his blood will save us.

Seek, O seek the Lord, while he is near; trust him, speak to him in prayer, and he will hear.

Communion Hymn

Verse 1

Will you give me your life forever? Will you carry my cross every day?

Will you walk in the light of my presence? Will you follow the truth of my ways?

Will you love me as | have loved you? Will you live with me the darkness as | die?

For the moon and the stars will be gone like the night, And the sun will be shining on you.
Like the purest of gold in the furnace,

Is your love strong enough to endure?

Does your faith carry on through the shadows?

Does it shine in the night for the world?

Will you love me as | have loved you? Will you live with me the darkness as | die?

For the moon and the stars will be gone like the night, And the sun will be shining on you
Can you walk in the footprints of silence? Through the wilderness sands in the sun,

From the desert of doubt and temptation. To the glorious mountain of fire?

Will you love me as | have loved you? Will you live with me the darkness as | die?

For the moon and the stars will be gone like the night, And the sun will be shining on you.

Feast Days this week
Monday 8" September:
The Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Saturday 13" September:
St. John Chrysostom

Recessional Hymn

I will be Yahweh who walks with you, You will be always within my hand, Take my heart and give it all to me

Strong and constant is my love Strong and constant is my love

Should you wander far away from me, | will search for you in every land, Should you call, then you will truly know

Strong and constant is my love Strong and constant is my love

When you know sorrow within your life, I will come, | will embrace your heart, Through your pain you will discover me

Strong and constant is my love Strong and constant is my love

K K Changes to Weekday Mass
Cnr Brook & Barkly Leaders in There is no weekday Mass, Healing
Streets Service and Care Mass or Reconciliation this week as Fr
Sunbury John is away.
TOBIN BROTHERS (INCORPORATING
. O’'CONNOR FUNERALS)
DIRECT DEBIT
ROMSEY Joel Caspersz Anyone not already contributing to
VIC 3434 Cabinet Maker the Priest & Presbytery expenses who
find us on facebook 0425 854 370 would Iikg to contribute may do so by
and joel@measuredjoinery.com.au direct debit to the acct below:
instagram admin@measuredjoinery.com.au St. Mary’s Presbytery Account
NAB
BSB: 083 347
v Tax & AccountingServices Acct: 64151 8467
Your local finenciel experts. [ Dusiness advisory Services | Please use your surname as the
IRCe R v Superannuation & Retirement Planning reference.
tim.mccarthy@blackwoodadvisory.au v /I Self MPanageq Sug(e[iml]uation
0403 036 654 neome Protection & LifeInsurance THANKSGIVING BY DIRECT
DEBIT
TJ Scott & Son Anyone not already on the
Funeral Directors 75 years of care Thanksgiving Program who would
Kyneton 54226455  Gisborne 54284155 Lancefield & Romsey like o contribute to the Church may
) do so by direct debit to the acct
Now also at 23 Sydney Street, Kilmore 57821112 below:
Our family helping yours, when you need it most — John, Kelly, Jack & Daniel Scott St. Mary’s Church Account
. NAB
Do you have foot Andrew Baddeley | Podiatrist BSB: 083 347
problems? & ROMSEY | 5429 5254 | 99 Main St Acct: 64150 3257
j‘* ) Please use your surname and TG
RIDDELLS CREEK | 5428 7591 | 9 Station St number as the reference.
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