Jesus said to his disciples: As it was in Noah’s
day; so will it be when the Son of Man comes.
For in those days before the Flood people !
were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking
husbands, right up to the day Noah went into
the ark, and they suspected nothing till the
Flood came and swept all away. It will be like
this when the Son of Man comes. Then of
two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of
two women at the millstone grinding, one is

taken, one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not know
the day when your master is coming. You may
be quite sure of this that if the householder '
had known at what time of night the burglar
would come, he would have stayed awake |
and would not have allowed anyone to break
through the wall of his house. Therefore, you

too must stand ready because the Son of Man

- THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

. R. And with your spirit.

- P. Lift up your hearts.

: R. We lift them up to the Lord.

. P Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
- R. It is right and just.

- PREFACE | OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:

- All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

- THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
. P. The mystery of faith.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

. P. The Lord be with you.

- R. And with your spirit.

. P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy
Spirit.

- R. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

R. Thanks be to God.

'BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

STAY AWAKE!

Happy New Year! Today we listen to the
Gospel according to Matthew for the first
time on this first day of the new liturgical

FirsT SUNDAY OF ADVENT / A

WALK IN GOD'S LIGHT. We do not know when Christ will come again in glory. Nor
do we know the day of our death. This should not worry us. What is important is to live
this day well by being respectful and loving towards each other and seeking to walk
in God’s light. If we do this, we will be ready whenever God calls us to eternal life.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Cf. Ps 24:1-3
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In
vou, I have trusted; let me not be put to
shame. Nor let my enemies exult over

- FIRST READING

LITURGY OF THE WORD

Isa 2:1-5

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
i The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace
i in the kingdom of God.

OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

30 Novemser 2025

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
. and profess your Resurrection
- until you come again.

B COMMUNION RITE

- P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene

Creed
| believe in one God, the Father almighty, :
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visble and invisiblel believe |
inone Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotien Son of God, bom of the
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from :
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incamate of
the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Piate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascend- |
ed into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
comeagain in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom
will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, :
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Fatherand
the Sonis adored and glorified, who has spoken through the proph- -
efs. Ibelieve in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.l confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the resurrec-

me; and let none who hope in you be put
to shame.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Loxd Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare

is coming at an hour you do not expect.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning
¢ Judah and Jerusalem.

. In the days to come

~ the mountain of the Temple of the Loxrd

~ shall tower above the mountains

- and be lifted higher than the hills.

All the nations will stream to it,

peoples without number will come to it; and

year, Year A. Matthew writes for Jewish
followers of Jesus living in the mid-80s
of the first century. We shall listen to
this Gospel aware that Israelite-Jewish
concepts permeate its presentation of the
Jewish Jesus, so different from Mark or

Luke.
The language of today’s Gospel is very

divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Loxd, we pray ...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said ...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

Jewish. It is drawn from imagery of the
Old Testament—typical, as we shall see,
of Matthew—and from a particular style

they will say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord,

to the Temple of the God of Jacob

that he may teach us his ways

of biblical writing called ‘apocalyptic’.
Tempted to take our selection literally, it
is better and to think of it as ‘theological-

so that we may walk in his paths;
poetry’. The evangelist uses a familiar ) g

ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: T confess to almighty God and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in

my words, in what I have done and in
what I have failed to do, through my
fault, through my fault, (striking the breast)
through my most grievous fault; therefore

since the Law will go out from Zion,
. and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’
- He will wield authority over the nations

Jewish literary style of writing. Its basic
theme is that, despite the evil and

Al exclisrgasign of peac. tragedies that surround people, God will

- SECOND READING Rom 13:11-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

The time has come, our salvation is near.

¢ and adjudicate between many peoples:
save and protect those who are faithful, : J yEST

LAMB OF GOD
especially at that definitive moment of

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

. these will hammer their swords into
ploughshares,

divine judgement at the end of time. :
ke . their spears into sickles.

Jesus’ injunction is to ‘stay awake’ to this - You know ‘the time’ has come: you must

tion ofthe dead and the lfe of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
hands for th i d gl f his :
TRNEIERCR LT IR SR Oy N W - The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our

- earth shall yield its increase.

- Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
- the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

After the priest raises the paten with the bread P Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
. those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy

. that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word

- and my soul shall be healed.

takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are

Ps 84: 13

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL

moment—not to fall asleep or become
disheartened by its delay. God will
definitively act against evil and vindicate
the faithful. Today’s Gospel is a sobering
reminder. We, too, must ‘stay awake’
and ‘stand ready’ to what will unfold
in the year ahead and not be dispirited
by all that seems negative, fruitless and
disheartening. God’s presence, the God
who ‘will be with us’ will be revealed
in the figure of the ‘Son of Man’. This
is a recurring theme in the Gospel and
throughout this new liturgical year.

FR MicHAEL TRAINOR

S

I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the
Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord
our God.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

V. Lord, have mercy:

R. Lord, have mercy.

V. Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

V. Lord, have mercy:

R. Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria is not said during Advent.
COLLECT

¢ Nation will not lift sword against nation,

. there will be no more training for war.

- O House of Jacob, come,

- let us walk in the light of the Lord.

The word of the Loxd.

R. Thanks be to God.

© RESP PSALM

Ps 121:1-2, 4-5, 6-9. R. cf. v. 1

R.Let us go rejoicing to the house of the

Lord.

P LI rejoiced when I heard them say: /

Let us go to God’s house. / And now

our feet are standing / within your gates,

- OJerusalem. R.

- 2. Itis there that the tribes go up, / the
tribes of the Lord. / For Israel’s law it is, /
there to praise the Lord’s name. / There were

¢ wake up now: our salvation is even nearer
* than it was when we were converted. The
- night is almost over, it will be daylight soon
- —let us give up all the things we prefer to do
- under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves
- and appear in the light. Let us live decently
i as people do in the daytime: no drunken
orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and
. no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be

- the Lord Jesus Chuist.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
- Alleluia, alleluia!

¢ Lord, show us your mercy and love,

Ps 84:8

- and grant us your salvation.

: i Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited. P. Grant vour faithful, we pray, almighty : Y ial
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS . PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ¢ Published with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS P M W foih = meegt v;>u1‘ - set the thrones of judgement / of the house i Alleluia
5 ; s sy © PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. : g : id. R. % :
P. Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings ; P. May these mysteries, O Lord, in which i o v Chuist with righteous deeds at his coming, aEDagiL, 7% - GOSPEL Mt 24:37-44

we make, gathered from among your gifts to
us, and may what you grant us to celebrate
devoutly here below gain for us the prize

of eternal redemption. Through Christ our
Lord.

R. Amen.

- we have participated, profit us, we pray, for
. even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them to love the things

of heaven and hold fast to what endures.

- Through Chuist our Lord.

' R. Amen.

i Tel 02 9394 3400 Email: sales@stpauls.com.au Scripture
i readings taken from The Jerusalem Bible, © 1966 Hodder &
Stoughton Ltd. All rights reserved. Psalm text from The Psalms,
i ANew Translation, © 1963, The Grail(England), HarperCollins. New
i translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal © 2010,
i International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
i All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. Layout,
i commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.
i No 743.Website: www.stpauls.com.au

so that, gathered at his right hand, they may
be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Churist, your Son,

the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray: / Peace

* be to your homes! / May peace reign in your

. walls, / in your palaces, peace! R.

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of . 4. For love of my brethren and friends /I

- say: ‘Peace upon you!’ / For love of the house

- of the Lord / I will ask for your good. R.

- P. The Loxd be with you.

- R. And with your spirit

P. Areading from the holy Gospel according
* to Matthew.

‘ R. Glory to you, O Lord.

; Stay awake, you must be ready.



PARISH WEBSITE
https://melbcatholic.org/s/dandenong

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Vincent Nguyen
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and Spm to
5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon re-
quest

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR HOUSE
BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously
ill, homebound or hospitalised and wants
to receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SIGN UP SHEETS
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE A READER,
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER, ALTAR SERVER
FOR ANY OF THE MASSES
(CHRISTMAS EVE TO NEW YEAR’S DAY)
PLEASE WRITE YOUR NAME ON
THE SIGN UP SHEETS ON WALL NEAR SACRISTY

Wednesday 10th December 2025
Parish Christmas Carols Evening
St Mary’s Community Centre
5:30 pm (Food & Drinks available for purchase)
6:30pm Carols

Saturday 13th December 2025- Advent Retreat Day
9:15am-3:30pm

Monday 15th — 23rd December 2025
Simbang Gabi (Night Mass) Filipino Tradition
7:30 pm

Thursday 18th December 2025 - Penitential Rite (Confession)
10 am & also at 6 pm — 7:30 pm.

Wednesday 24th December 2025-Christmas Eve
5:30 pm Christmas Carols, 6:00 pm Family Mass
8:30 pm Christmas Carols, 9:00 pm Mass
11:30 pm Christmas Carols, Midnight Mass — Midnight.

Thursday 25 December 2025—Christmas Day
8:30 am & 10:30 am — Mass (No evening Mass)

Friday 26th December 2025
9:15am Mass

Saturday 27th December 2025
9:15 am Mass & 6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday 28th December 2025—Feast of the Holy Family
8:30 am, 10:30 am & 5:30 pm Mass

Tuesday 29th & Wednesday 30th December 2025
9:15am Mass

Wednesday 31 December 2025—New Year's Eve
6pm — Thanksgiving Adoration followed by Vigil Mass at 7:00pm

Thursday, 1st January 2026—Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
9:15 am & 10:30 am (no evening mass)

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Recently Deceased: Desmond Hopper

Anniversaries: Nick Venuto, Raffaela & Giuseppe Colleti, Dorothy Margaret Allen

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilli-
gan, Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Perez, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra
Wills, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee,
Ping Lo, Keith Reynolds, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin, Fr Michael Shadbolt, Ashleigh
Wills, Anthony Morri, Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Dalrene Corera The privacy
legislation requires us to have written permission by an authorised person before any name can be printed )in the Marian.
(IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT THE
PARISH OFFICE)

St Mary’s Parish, New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance
Wednesday 31* December 2025—7:30pm-12:30pm
St Mary’s Community Centre, New Street, Dandenong
Tickets are on sale and will be sold after every mass on the weekend. $35 Adults $15 Kids (6-12yrs) Free Kids ;
(Under 6). w
(Food on sale at venue by Bayer House—Pre-order available until 25th December) o4 {‘7 @8 -
We are still looking for volunteers to join the organising committee members and help with all aspects of :
this New Year's Eve Parish event. If interested in contributing your ideas and helping make this event a suc-
cess, please contact Pearl on 0400 294 439."

Happy New Year!

CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE OF
VICTORIA AND WAGGA WAGGA

ST MARY’S PARISH-FIRST FRIDAY \B
FRIDAY 5TH DECEMBER 2025 =er

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after the 9:15am morning mass i
concluding with Benediction at 5:30pm

OROROROSOFOROR)

FIRST FRIDAY—STH DECEMBER 2025
HEALING MASS & ADORATION

S o Cel: Fr Aurelio Fragapane

D /-m/ 6:30pm Rosary, Praise & Worship

o é 7:00pm Mass, Adoration and Healing Prayers

Join us for a special conversation
as Fr Nathan Rawlins sits down
with international speaker

Katie Prejean McGrady

| exploring faith and life.

WOMEN'S
BREAKFAST

THURSDAY

4 DECEMBER 2025

VICTORIA HOTEL
215 LITTLE COLLINS ST
MELBOURNE

7.30am — 8.45am

JOIN US FOR A FILIPINO CHRISTMAS TRADITION
SIMBANG GABI (Night Masses)
Nine novena masses prior to Christmas Day

$45 (incl. Continental Breakfast) TryBooking www.trybooking.com/DGQUH
$35 for League Members info@cwlvicww.org.au / cwlvicww.org.au
$30 for Students Bookings close 27 Nov (unless sold out).

Simbang Gabi . -
+ A

Where: St Mary’s Parish

160 Foster Street, Dandenong 3175

When: December 15 to December 23 at 7:30 PM SRR S LI

b
L. T )
s O i
w pd TN

We will have light snacks after every mass.
Please feel free to bring a plate to share.
Fundraiser: On December 13-14, the organizers
will be selling Christmas tree decors ($2.00 each) after all masses to
raise money for the homeless.

Thanksgiving: $1536.00
Presbytery $702.10 Loose $1738.00

Support our Parish
If you would like to make direct

payments to our bank accounts, the
details are:

ROSTER—6TH & 7TH DECEMBER 2025

SAVE THE DATE—ADVENT RETREAT DAY
St Mary’s Parish, Dandenong—Saturday 13th December 2025
Led by Fr Joby George VC
Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Confession , Prayers,
Worship and Healing.
Starting at 9:30 concluding at 3:30pm

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal: Terry Gardiner
St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000 Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal: Timothy Hogan
St. Mary’s Community Centre: Tel 7064 3928 Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

READER
SATURDAY 6PM
Susan & Shiyan

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
SATURDAY 6PM
Bibiana, Ruth & Margaret

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347

SUNDAY 8:30AM ACC. No. 483196852

Hannie & Elisapeta

SUNDAY 8:30AM
Tim & 2 Volunteers
For contributions to support our
priests and the Archdiocese

Presbytery Account:

NAB BSB: 083 347

ACC. No. 460761193

SUNDAY 10:30AM
Volunteers

SUNDAY 10:30AM
Ofelia, Stefania & Suzie

SUNDAY 5:30PM
Eva & Leni

SUNDAY 5:30PM
Marie, Graham & Wilma

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult




