
Sacred Heart Catholic Parish 
Yarra Junction  

 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

3 August 2025 

readings 
 

Next Week  
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wis 18:6-9 
Ps  32:1, 12, 18-20, 22 

Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 
Lk 12:32-38 

 
 

in a nutshell 
Become Rich in the Sight of God. 

Today we reflect on the call we all 

have to love God by sharing what we 

have with others. The rich man in 

today’s Gospel chose foolishly to 

hoard his possessions. If we are 

prepared to risk putting what we 

have at the service of others, we may 

find ourselves poor in material terms 

but rich in the eyes of God. A 

treasure awaits us in heaven, along 

with many blessings in this life.  

 
 

we pray for 

all who  are  sick  or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend, especially Fr 
Pat Purcell, Margaret Marshall, 
Margaret Broderick, Fida Rees,  
For those who have died recently 
and those whose anniversary occurs 
at this time:  

 
 
 

of special note  
The Mass schedule for the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary — a holy day of obligation — is 

available inside. 

The Parish of Sacred Heart 
 

Parish Priest 
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 

 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 

9:00am-4:00pm 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 
St Thomas A Becket, Yarra Junction  

 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday—8:30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Wednesday—9:00am  
First Friday –11:30am   

 
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday 6:10pm- 6:40pm 

Mount Evelyn: Saturday 
11:30am-12:30pm 

 
 

Exposition 
Thursday at 6:00pm 

 
 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 

 
 

Parish Primary School 
St Josephs 

Principal: Nick Boyhan 
 

Website: 
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make 
haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; 
O Lord, do not delay. 
 
 

Psalm Response 
(R.) In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge. 
 
You turn men back into dust  
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. (R.) 
 
You sweep men away like a dream,  
like grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades. (R.) 
 
Make us know the shortness of our life  
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. (R.) 
 
In the morning, fill us with your love;  
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. (R.) 
 
 

Gospel acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven 
is theirs! 
Alleluia! 
 
 

Communion Antiphon 
I am the bread of life, says the Lord; whoever 
comes to me will not hunger and whoever 
believes in me will not thirst. 

Parish Office:  58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796 
Tel: (03) 9736 2850  

Website:  melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley                           Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au 

http://www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au/index.cfm
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au


Child Safety 

Child Safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. Our Parish is committed 
to the care, wellbeing and protection 
of children, and vulnerable people in 
our community. 
Remember  children should be 

accompanied by an adult to the 

toilets.  

  Safeguarding Committee 
Fr Michel 

Janine Meades 
Michael Fahey 
Paul Latham 

Enzo Torresan 
Nino Troiani 

 
Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday 
mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 
Parish Meetings:  

6:00 p.m. Wednesday 6 August 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH 

 Your financial support can be made via: 
• Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call 

the office for information on how to 
become a contributor 

• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Sacred Heart 
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379 

• Use the QR Code on this page 

• The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you 
are donating: church, presbytery, 
maintenance.  

  

Parish Notices 
 
 
National Vocations Awareness Week: 3-10 August 
Vocations come from families, communities and parishes. Strong families 
and communities are the place where vocations are first nurtured. In this 
National Vocations Awareness Week, let us pray for all families in our 
parish, and for those preparing for marriage. Let us also pray that our 
parish community may always be welcoming and encouraging of 
vocations to marriage, priesthood and consecrated life.  
 
 
Solemnity of the Assumption—Friday 15 August 
The Assumption is a holy day of obligation which means everyone is  
required to attend Mass on this day. The schedule of Masses for both 
parishes: 
Mount Evelyn:  Friday,   15 August, 9am (Whole School) 
                            Friday,       15 August, 6pm 
Yarra Junction: Thursday,   14 August, 6pm 
                            Friday,    15 August, 11.30am (Whole School) 
 
 
SVDP Winter Appeal 
Would like to thank all parishioners who so generosity donated to our 
winter appeal which has raised $749.05 to date. 
We would also thank all who have donated nonperishable food which we 
use to give a hand up to people in need in our area. 
 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
How wonderful and strange that Christianity is not a set of ideas, not a 
philosophy nor an ideology. It’s a relationship with someone who has a 
voice. The first disciples were privileged to hear the voice of Jesus. They 
heard its very particular tone and texture. But we hear His voice, too, 
especially when we hear Scriptures proclaimed at Mass. We listen the 
voice of Jesus because He is leading us to a renewed and transformed life 
with God. (Bishop Robert Barron) 
Confession can become an experience of deliverance, in which the weight 
of the past is removed from us and we can feel rejuvenated by the merit 
of the grace of God. (Pope Benedict XVI)  
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra 
Junction: Thursday 6:00pm. Mount Evelyn: Tuesday 5:10pm, Friday 
8:10am. Confessions available during Adoration.  
 
 
Stewardship Corner 
“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s 
life does not consist of possessions.”       Luke 12:15 
The Gospel message is contrary to modern culture that continually tries to 
convince us that our joy comes from the material things we possess.  That 
the more we acquire, the happier we will be.  Jesus shows us that our true 
joy comes from our “invisible” gifts like love, mercy, and forgiveness.  True 
joy comes from “emptying” ourselves, giving of ourselves rather than 
always taking.  We are called not to hoard but to share.  True joy comes 
from living a grateful and generous lifestyle; become more “God-
centered” and less “self-centered.” 
 

mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley


Readings Reflection 

 

The Fool’s Vanity 

Trust in God—as the Rock of our salvation, as the 
Lord who made us His chosen people, as our 
shepherd and guide. This should be the mark of our 
following of Jesus. 

Like the Israelites we recall in this week’s Psalm 
Response, we have made an exodus, passing through 
the waters of Baptism, freeing us from our bondage 
to sin. We too are on a pilgrimage to a promised 
homeland, the Lord in our midst, feeding us heavenly 
bread, giving us living waters to drink (see 1 
Corinthians 10:1-4). 

We must take care to guard against the folly that 
befell the Israelites, that led them to quarrel and test 
God’s goodness at Meribah and Massah. 

We can harden our hearts in ways more subtle but no 
less ruinous. We can put our trust in possessions, 
squabble over earthly inheritances, kid ourselves that 
what we have we deserve, store up treasures and 
think they’ll afford us security and rest. 

All this is “vanity of vanities,” a false and deadly way 
of living, as this week’s First Reading tells us. 

This is the greed that Jesus warns against in this 
week’s Gospel. The rich man’s anxiety and toil expose 
his lack of faith in God’s care and provision. That’s 
why Paul calls greed “idolatry” in the Epistle this 
week. Mistaking having for being, possession for 
existence, we forget that God is the giver of all that 
we have, we exalt the things we can make or buy 
over our Maker (see Romans 1:25). 

Jesus calls the rich man a “fool”—a word used in the 
Old Testament for someone who rebels against God 
or has forgotten Him (see Psalm 14:1). 

We should treasure most the new life we have been 
given in Christ and seek what is above, the promised 
inheritance of heaven. We have to see all things in 
the light of eternity, mindful that He who gives us the 
breath of life could at any moment—this night 
even—demand it back from us. 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

 
 
St Mary’s Parish Prayer Group 
Monday at 9:15 am and  Fridays at 9:45 a.m. For more 
information please call Maria at 0409 793 001 or just 
come and discover peace  in the presence of our Lord in 
the Eucharist! 
 
 
Jubilee Year—Pilgrims of Hope 
On Christmas Eve 2024, Pope Francis symbolically opened 
the Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica, marking the start of 
the 2025 Jubilee Year.  Jubilee years happen every 25 
years and are times of reconciliation and renewal. The 
theme of this Jubilee is Pilgrims of Hope.  If you are unable 
to travel to Rome during the Jubilee Year, you are invited 
on a local journey of reconciliation and renewal by 
participating in the 2025 Jubilee at one or more of the 
many Pilgrim Places across the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Melbourne, where plenary indulgences may be obtained 
as part of this very special time.  Pilgrim Places across the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne will offer extended hours, 
additional Masses, Reconciliation, and Adoration. Pilgrims 
will receive a commemorative postcard, monthly 
reflections, and a Pilgrim Passport (available for a small 
donation) to be stamped at each location. Local Pilgrim 
Places will welcome visitors from February 2025 to 6 
January 2026.   Besides the Cathedral as a Pilgrim Place, 
Sacred Heart Church, Croydon is the closest to us.  A not 
too distant pilgrimage location, which offers various 
experiences for pilgrims this Jubilee Year, including 
Masses, Reconciliation and adoration.  
Visit https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-
sacred-heart-croydon for more information about Sacred 
Heart Croydon.  
 
 
This Week’s Joke 
Fr John did not trust his newly ordained associate, Fr 
Philip. He found him a little on the slow side and was 
worried he might make some grave error during Mass. In 
the three months since the young priest had been 
assigned to his parish, Fr John had not let Fr Philip say a 
single Mass. A few home visits to administer to the sick 
and elderly but not one Mass! One Sunday morning, Fr 
John was too ill to get out of bed, so reluctantly allowed Fr 
Philip to say his first Mass. From his bed in the rectory, Fr 
John tried his best to hear what was going on during the 
Mass. Much to his chagrin, he could only hear the 
congregation singing and was unable to hear if Fr Philip 
was doing anything wrong. Eventually, he decided to get 
some sleep, using the Sanctus as his lullaby. Just as the 
Sanctus was ending and he was about to fall asleep, Fr 
John heard an explosion coming from the sanctuary. He 
sighed, saying, “Why didn’t I just tell him to use Eucharistic 
Prayer II? Why Oh why did I tell him to use the Roman 
Canon?” 
sourced from www.majellan.media 

https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/the-fools-vanity-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-eighteenth-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
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https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-sacred-heart-croydon
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Sanctifying the Present Moment 

[One] remedy for the ills that come to us from thinking about time is what might be called the sanctification of the 
moment—or the Now. Our Lord laid down the rule for us in these words: “Do not fret, then, over tomorrow; leave 
tomorrow to fret over its own needs; for today, today’s troubles are enough.” (Matt. 6:34) 

This means that each day has its own trials; we are not to borrow troubles from tomorrow, because that day, too, will 
have its cross. We are to leave the past to Divine Mercy and to trust the future, whatever its trials, to His Loving 
Providence. 

Each minute of life has its peculiar duty—regardless of the appearance that minute may take. The Now-moment is the 
moment of salvation. Each complaint against it is a defeat; each act of resignation to it is a victory. The moment is 
always an indication to us of God’s will. The ways of pleasing Him are made clear to us in several ways: through His 
Commandments, by the events of His Incarnate Life in Jesus Christ Our Lord, in the Voice of His Mystical Body, the 
Church, in the duties of our state of life. And, in a more particular way, God’s will is manifested for us in the Now with 
all of its attendant circumstances, duties, and trials. 

The present moment includes some things over which we have control, but it also carries with it difficulties we cannot 
avoid—such things as a business failure, a bad cold, rain on picnic days, an unwelcome visitor, a fallen cake, a buzzer 
that doesn’t work, a fly in the milk, and a boil on the nose the night of the dance. We do not always know why such 
things as sickness and setbacks happen to us, for our minds are far too puny to grasp God’s plan. Man is a little like a 
mouse in a piano, which cannot understand why it must be disturbed by someone playing Chopin and forcing it to 
move off the piano wires. 

Those who love God do not protest, whatever He may ask of them, nor doubt His kindness when He sends them 
difficult hours. A sick man takes medicine without asking the physician to justify its bitter taste, because he trusts the 
doctor’s knowledge; so the soul which has sufficient faith accepts all the events of life as gifts from God, in the serene 
assurance that He knows best. 

Nothing is more individually tailored to our spiritual needs than the Now-moment; for that reason it is an occasion of 
knowledge which can come to no one else. This moment is my school, my textbook, my lesson. Not even Our Lord 
disdained to learn from His specific Now; being God, He knew all, but there was still one kind of knowledge He could 
experience as a man. St. Paul describes it: “Son of God though He was, He learned obedience in the school of 
suffering.” (Heb. 5:8) 

The University of the Moment has been built uniquely for each of us, and in comparison with the revelation God gives 
each in it, all other methods of learning are shallow and slow. This wisdom is distilled from intimate experience, is 
never forgotten; it becomes part of our character, our merit, our eternity. Those who sanctify the moment and offer it 
up in union with God’s will never become frustrated—never grumble or complain. They overcome all obstacles by 
making them occasions of prayer and channels of merit. 

What were constrictions are thus made opportunities for growth. It is the modern pagan who is the victim of 
circumstance, and not its master. Such a man, having no practical knowledge of God, no trust in His Providence, no 
assurance of His Love, lacks the shock absorber of Faith and Hope and Love when difficult days come to him. His mind 
is caught within the pincers of a past he regrets or resents and a future he is afraid he cannot control. Being thus 
squeezed, his nature is in pain. 

The one who accepts God’s will in all things escapes such frustration by piercing the disguise of outward events to 
penetrate to their real character as messengers of the God he loves. It is strange how differently we accept a 
misfortune—or even an insult—when we know who gave it to us. Demands that might seem outrageous from an 
acquaintance are met with happy compliance if it is a friend who asks our help. In like manner, we are able to adapt 
with a good grace to the demands of every Now when we recognize God’s will and purpose behind the illness and the 
shocks and disappointments of life. 

The swaddling clothes of an Infant hid the Son of God in Bethlehem, and the appearance of bread and wine hides the 
Reality of Christ dying again on Calvary, in the Mass. This concealment of Himself that God effects with us is operative 
in His use of the Now to hide His Will beneath the aspect of very simple, everyday things. We live our lives in 
dependence on such casual, common benefits as air and water; so Our Lord is pleased to receive from us in return the 
thousands of unimportant actions and the trifling details that make up our lives—provided that we see, even in our 
sorrows, “The shade of His Hand outstretched caressingly.” 

Venerable Fulton Sheen, from Life is Worth Living, cf. Catholic Exchange 

https://catholicexchange.com/fultonfridays-sanctifying-the-present-moment

