St Martin de Porres Parish
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034

® www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights
Parish Priest: Fr. Nhan Le

Secretary:  Paula McKernan
Office Hours: 9:30am to 5pm

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm

Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol)

Phone: 9337 6016
Fax: 9337 1943
E-mail: avondaleheights@cam.org.au

St Martin de Porres School

Principal: Stefanie Harvey
Secretaries: Mary Carmuciano

Maria Aloe
Phone: 9331 9000
E-mail:

principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au
® www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au

Weekend Masses

Saturday Vigil 6:00pm

Sunday 8:00am & 9:30am

Vietnamese 11:00am
Weekday Masses

Tuesday to Friday 9:15am

Benediction Wednesday after Mass
Reconciliation Wednesday 10.00am
Saturday 5:30pm

The Augustinian Sisters

Convent: 2 Venice Court,
Avondale Heights

Phone: 9337 4595

E-mail: spinelli@bigpond.net.au

Website: WWWw.asjmoz.org

IN OUR PRAYERS

Sick:
Nancy Green; Peter Falzon; Claudia & Thomas;
Alex Mather; Emily & Grace; Mellisa; Rose.

Recently Deceased:

Lucia Dang Thi Nien; Anda Biturjac; Anne Dale;
Maria Millimaci; Adam Myszka; Fr John O'Reilly
PE; Giuse Duong Van Trong; Gioakim Nguyen
Ngoc Tuynh (USA): Giovanni Costa; Maria Lam
Thi Thuan; Maria Giovanna Sofia; Giuseppe
Mangiagli; Charlie Coxhead; Dominic Carmelo
Abate.

Anniversaries & Remembrances:

Dulcie Gomez; Victor Micallef; Charlie Galea;
Dominic Cumbo; Joseph & Consiglia Grima;
Emmanuel, Teresa & Menu Sammut; Francis
& Bernarda Grima; John & Tonina Darmanin;
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Victor Apap;
Carmelo & Rita De Bono; Charlie Sciberras.
Parish Support Programme:

Pledge: $2,588 Received: $2,145
Shortfall: $443 Loose: $911

Presbytery: $1,298

Ash Wednesday 5t March

Mass: 9:15am School Attending
7:00pm

Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility.
The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the
care, wellbeing and protection of children, young
people and vulnerable people in our community.
Child protection and the dignity of every person is
the responsibility of everyone.

Contributing to the Collections

You may wish to use the QR code
if you have left your cash at home.

St Martin’s Prep Enrolments 2026
Applications Now Open

A Please apply at the School Office
W or phone 9331 9000.

A Devotion to Divine Mercy

i Mondays 2:30pm in the church.
All Welcome!

No Bible Sharing with Sr Mayla this week.

Melbourne Archdiocese Vacancies
Applications are invited for various positions
in the Archdiocese. Details can be found at:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Marian Pilgrimage & Rome - Jubilee Year
Thurs, 25 Sept 2025 - Mon, 20 Oct 2025
Leaving from Perth WA. Please contact the
Pilgrimage Coordinator, Edman Anthony for
full itinerary and details at 0424 437 251
edmanpilgrimage@gmail.com

Being Pilgrims of
Hope In The World

St Mary of the Cross
Mackillop used to say:

‘We are but travellers here.’
For the 2025 Jubilee Year, Pope Francis
invites us to reflect on what it means to be
pilgrims of hope: a people who are not only
travellers here but walking in joyful
anticipation of ‘the heavenly goal to which we
have been called’.

Pope Francis believes that, in today’s world,
hope suffers; that too many people have
been robbed by cynicism and despair. During
Jubilee 2025, he wants everyone to have ‘an
intense experience of the love of God that
awakens in hearts the sure hope of salvation
in Christ’. Only this hope—born from knowing
that nothing can separate us from God’s love
(Rom 8:35-39)—can breathe life back into
weary souls.

This hope is not optimism. It is not a forced
positivity in the face of hardship and evil. It is
a grace from God, a trust in the Lord’s
promises: that he is good, that he is merciful,
and that we are journeying towards the one
who says, ‘Look, | am making everything new’
(Rev 21:5).

The Jubilee 2025 Logo

For this reason, the most striking part of the
logo for this jubilee is the cross: bending
towards humanity and forming an anchor, it
depicts the cross as something to cling to,
especially in rough seas. It is a contemporary
‘riff” on an old biblical image. The epistle to
the Hebrews describes the hope we have in
Christ as ‘an anchor of the soul, as sure as it
is firm’ (6:19).

The cross is not a dead symbol from the past.
It is a living sign of God’s unfathomable love,
and one that carries us together in pilgrimage
towards heaven.

The Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the
seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.

Amen.
Franciscus
s Caritas | PROJECT
ZAS \USTRALA | COMPASSION

Project Compassion Sunday
1st - 2nd March 2025
You can support Project Compassion 2025
through the donation boxes available on
Ash Wednesday. More info next week.

NEW_ PARISHIONERS
We welcome you and ask that you make
yourself known to us by completing the New
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms
under Recommended Links on our website
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you.




Gospel Luke 6:39-45

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke

A person speaks from what is in his heart.

Jesus told a parable to his disciples, ‘Can
one blind man guide another? Surely both
will fall into a pit? The disciple is not
superior to his teacher; the fully trained
disciple will always be like his teacher. Why
do you observe the splinter in your
brother’s eye and never notice the plank in
your own? How can you say to your

brother, “Brother, let me take out the
splinter that is in your eye,” when you
cannot see the plank in your own?

Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own
eye first, and then you will see clearly
enough to take out the splinter that is in
your brother’s eye.

‘There is no sound tree that produces
rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree that
produces sound fruit. For every tree can be
told by its own fruit: people do not pick figs
from thorns, nor gather grapes from
brambles. A good man draws what is good
from the store of goodness in his heart; a
bad man draws what is bad from the store
of badness. For a man’s words flow out of
what fills his heart.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
|

Reflection by Greg Sunter

In our post-modern world, the lesson of the
hypocrite seeking to remove the speck from
their neighbour’s eye before removing the log
from their own has at times been taken too
far and too literally. We are often confronted
with a minimalist notion that nobody can be
corrected or criticised because one person’s
opinion is just as good as the next person’s.
In this view, there is no room for universal
truths; no room for authority; no room for an
over-arching view of the world or a meta-
narrative - an underlying ‘big picture’ story
for life.

On the surface, the idea that one person’s
opinion is as valid as any other’'s seems very
democratic and sociable. However, it is
fundamentally not true. Someone who has
spent a lifetime studying and practising in a
particular field of endeavour cannot be lightly
dismissed as ‘that’s just your opinion’. Yet, all
too often, such learned knowledge and
experience is given the same weight as ill-
informed and sometimes mischievous
opinion - frequently in the name of
‘balanced’ discussion.

For some people immersed in the post-
modern culture this wash of opinion dressed
up as fact is not only confusing but
sometimes dangerous. Social norms and
even laws can be seen as just another
opinion that differs from my own. The
opinions of friends and complete strangers
on the internet or social networks are held
with the same level of Ilegitimacy as
established sources of social, moral, legal
and religious authority. Whilst it is proper to
question established authority and require
accountability and justification, the absence
of universal truths and meta-narratives lead
us back to the proverb that begins today’s
gospel: the blind leading the blind.
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by The Grail, England and used by permlssu)n of lhe publlshers The scriptural
quotatlons are taken from the 1966,
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ST MARTIN DE PORRES

Avondale Heights
Today’s Celebration is on pages:
Old missal: 760 New Missal: 862 B

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 2 March 2025

First Reading sirach 27:4-7

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus
Do not praise someone before they have spoken.

In a shaken sieve the rubbish is left
behind,
so too the defects of a man appear in
his talk.
The kiln tests the work of the potter,
the test of a man is in his conversation.
The orchard where the tree grows is
judged on the quality of its fruit,
similarly a man’s words betray what he feels.
Do not praise a man before he has spoken,
since this is the test of men.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps91:2-3. 13-16.

(R.) Lord, it is good to give thanks to
you.

1. Itis good to give thanks to the Lord
to make music to your name, O Most
High,
to proclaim your love in the morning
and your truth in the watches of the
night. (R.)

2. The just will flourish like the palm-tree
and grow like a Lebanon cedar. (R.)

3. Planted in the house of the Lord
they will flourish in the courts of our God,
still bearing fruit when they are old,
still full of sap, still green,
to proclaim that the Lord is just.

In him, my rock, there is no wrong. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:54-58

A reading from the first letter of St Paul
to the Corinthians

Victory has been given to us through Jesus
Christ.

When this perishable nature has put on
imperishability, and when this mortal
nature has put on immortality, then the
words of scripture will come true: Death is
swallowed up in victory. Death, where is
your victory? Death, where is your sting?
Now the sting of death is sin, and sin gets
its power from the Law. So let us thank
God for giving us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Never give in then, my dear brothers,
never admit defeat; keep on working at
the Lord’s work always, knowing that, in
the Lord, you cannot be labouring in vain.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:15-16

Alleluia, alleluia!

Shine on the world like bright stars;
you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluia!
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