
First Reading  Ezekiel 33:7-9

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
If you have not warned the wicked man, then I 
will hold you responsible for his death.

The word of the Lord was addressed to me 
as follows, ‘Son of man, I have appointed 
you as sentry to the House of Israel. When 
you hear a word from my mouth, warn 
them in my name. If I say to a wicked man: 
Wicked wretch, you are to die, and you do 
not speak to warn the wicked man to 
renounce his ways, then he shall die for 
his sin, but I will hold you responsible for 
his death. If, however, you do warn a 
wicked man to renounce his ways and 
repent, and he does not repent, then he 
shall die for his sin, but you yourself will 
have saved your life.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 94:1-2.6-9. R. v.8

(R.) O that today you would listen to
 his voice!  Harden not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord.  (R.)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the	 lock	that	is	led	by	his	hand.		(R.)

3. O that today you would listen to his
voice!

‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw

my work.’  (R.)

Second Reading  Romans 13:8-10

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
Love is the fulfilment of the Law.

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of 
mutual love. If you love your fellow men 
you have carried out your obligations. All 
the commandments: You shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not 
steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are 
summed up in this single command: You 
must love your neighbour as yourself. Love 
is the one thing that cannot hurt your 
neighbour; that is why it is the answer to 
every one of the commandments.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile the 

world to himself;
and the Good News of reconciliation 

he has entrusted to us.
Alleluia!

Gospel  Matthew 18:15-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew
If your brother or sister listens to you, you will 
have won that person back.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother 
does something wrong, go and have it out 
with him alone, between your two selves. If 
he listens to you, you have won back your 
brother. If he does not listen, take one or 
two others with you: the evidence of two or 
three witnesses is required to sustain any 
charge. But if he refuses to listen to these, 
report it to the community; and if he 
refuses to listen to the community, treat 
him like a pagan or a tax collector.

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on 
earth shall be considered bound in 
heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall 
be considered loosed in heaven.

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of 
you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it 
will be granted to you by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three meet in my 
name, I shall be there with them.’

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 6 September 2026

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

It is difficult for leaders to call people to 
accountability. Such is the unenviable 
responsibility of pastors in the parish, 
coordinators of religious education, 
members of the parish council, principals 
in the school, directors of liturgical ministry, 
to name but a few. Disciples must also 
engage in the very difficult process of 
reconciliation. Differences of opinion, 
misunderstandings, and actual offences 
tend to alienate people. We see this 
happen in families, neighbourhoods, parish 
communities, workplaces. It is not enough 
to say that we must try to forgive from our 
hearts. The process of reconciliation 
requires significant movement toward the 
admission of guilt as well. Both the one 
offended and the offender must be willing 
to be transformed.
Gathering two or three together in prayerful 
collaboration is not as easy as it sounds. If 
collaboration is to be effective, we have to 
be open and honest about our opinions 
and our biases, and respectful of the 
opinions and biases of others. We must 
work for the common good and not merely 
for what we personally think is best. We 
must be willing to accept and implement 
decisions with which we may not totally 
agree, and we must live with them 
gracefully. All of this calls for unselfish love. 
Love fulfils the entire law only: when we 
honour our personal commitments and the 
personal commitments of others; when we 
value the life, dignity and reputation of 
others; and when we respect their 
possessions. It is only because love is so 
demanding that it covers all of our 
responsibilities.
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Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility. 
 

The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to 
the care, wellbeing and protection of children, 
young people and vulnerable people in our 
community. Child protection and the dignity 
of every person is the responsibility of 
everyone. 
 

 
 

 

IN  OUR  PRAYERS 
 

Sick: Vlad; George Pinpin; Kimberly Damanik; 
Jan, Miecia, Zyguch; Mellisa; Janice Murray; 
Rossini Burns; Nancy Green; Mark; Franca; 
Nazzi & Teresa Demaio; Monica Marland; Zac; 
Emily & Grace; Kay; Susie. 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Tito Mandozzi; Vincent Vu Huu Chien; Pietro 
Torcasio; Leonardo Martelli; Paulo Raimondo; 
Giuseppe Marino; Peter Falzon; Joseph Borg; 
Giovanna Borg; Lolita Couacaud; Vincenza La 
Spina; Robert Barnes; Giuse (Joseph). 
 

Anniversaries & Remembrances:  
Peter Kone Viraphon; Peter Vayo Viraphon; 
Gaetano Gangemi; Amelia & Alberto Rozzi; 
Emmanuel Sammut; Tony & Frank Patti; 
Tecla Alessi; Lorenza Dizon; Frank Micallef; 
Anthony Vella; 
Dominic Cumbo; Bernarda & Francis Grima; 
Teresa, Emmanuel, Tonina, Phillip Sammut; 
Emmanuel & Nazarena Farrugia; Adam Hood; 
Rita & Carmelo De Bono; Joseph Consiglia. 
 

 
 

Parish Support Programme:   
Pays Wages, Electricity, Cleaning, Insurance,  
Pledge: $2,588    Received: $2,017 
Loose: $1,077 

 

Presbytery:  Supports Parish Priest,  
Retired Priests & Cathedral.     $1,502 
 
 

NAIDOC Mass:  9:30am This Sunday 
 

We are celebrating NAIDOC to acknowledge 
and pay respect to Australia’s First People. 
Special Collection: Opening the Doors 
Foundation to support Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children in Victorian schools. 
 
 

 

             BAPTISM  THIS  WEEKEND             

               We congratulate and pray for: 
               Jaime Hiro Gamboa. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations, Sr Connie! 
We joyfully congratulate Sr Connie on 
celebrating 60 years of religious life. 

 

We give thanks to God for Sr Connie and for 
her many years of faithful and generous 
service to our parish and community. Her 
presence, kindness and dedication have 
touched the lives of many and have been a 
wonderful blessing to us all. 
 

We are deeply grateful for all she has given in 
service to others and pray that God continues 
to bless and guide her in the years ahead. 
 

Congratulations, Sr Connie,  
on this wonderful milestone! 

 

With our prayers, gratitude and warmest 
wishes for your future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Father’s Day Blessing from Fr Paul 
 

Happy Father’s Day to all 
the fathers of our parish! 

 

Today we give thanks to God for the gift of 
fathers and father figures who guide, 
encourage, protect and love their families. 
Your quiet sacrifices, wisdom, patience and 
example are a blessing to your children and 
to our parish community. 
 

May God bless you abundantly for all that you 
do. May He give you strength when the 
journey is difficult, wisdom in the decisions 
you make, and joy in the love you share with 
your families. 
 

We also remember with love those fathers 
who have gone before us, and we pray for all 
those for whom Father’s Day may bring 
feelings of loss or sadness. 
 

May St Joseph,  
the earthly father of Jesus  

and a model of loving fatherhood, watch 
over and pray for all fathers and families. 

 

Happy Father’s Day,  
and may God bless you  

and your families always! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Devotion to Divine Mercy 
 

Mondays: 2.30pm Rosary 
3pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

followed by Stations of the Cross, 4pm finish. 
 
 

Christian Meditation 2026 
Maranatha ... Come Lord Jesus 
All welcome: Monday 10 - 11am 
Parent’s Room in the Church 

Term 3: Sep 7.  
 
 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
We welcome you and ask that you make 
yourself known to us by completing the New 
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms 
under Recommended Links on our website 
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

St Martin de Porres Parish 
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034 
www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 

 

Parish Priest: Fr. Paul Tru 
 

Secretaries: Lee Tran: Wednesday - Friday 
        Charles Meneze: Tuesday 
Office Hours: Closed Monday 

     10am - 3pm  Tuesday - Friday  
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm 
         Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol) 
Phone:          9337 6016 
E-mail:           avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
 

Weekend Masses    
                  Saturday Vigil                6:00pm 

   Sunday        8:00am & 9:30am 
                  Vietnamese                11:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
   Monday to Friday         9:15am 

Benediction       Wednesday after Mass 
Reconciliation   Wednesday       10.00am 

             Saturday              5:30pm 
 

St Martin de Porres School 
 

Principal:       Stefanie Harvey  
Secretaries:  Mary Carmuciano 

        Maria Aloe 
Phone:         9331 9000 
E-mail: 
principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
 

The Augustinian Sisters 
 

Convent:          2 Venice Court, 
          Avondale Heights 

Phone:           9337 4595 
E-mail:           sisaugustinian@gmail.com 
Website:         www.asjmoz.org 
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