And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

vou are by no means least among the leaders
of Judah,
for out of you will come a leader

who will shepherd my people Israel’

Then Hered summened the wise men to see
him privately. He asked them the exact date
on which the star had appeared, and sent
them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all
about the child,” he said ‘and when you have
found him, let me know, so that I toe may go
and do him homage.” Having listened to what
the king had to say, they set cut. And there
in front of them was the star they had seen
rising; it went forward and halted over the
place where the child was. The sight of the
star filled them with delight, and going into
the house they saw the child with his mother
Mary, and falling to their knees they did him
homage. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts of gold and frankincense
and myrrh. But they were wamed in a dream
not to go back to Hercd, and retumed to
their own country by a different way.

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to vou, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed
|_believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invis-
ible.l believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. | believe
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.l confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond fo
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. Mav the Lord accept the sacrifice at
vour hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Lock with favour, Lord, we pray, on these

gifts of your Church, in which are offered

now not gold or frankincense or myrrh, but
he who by them is proclaimed, sacrificed and

received, Jesus Christ. Who lives and reigns
for ever and ever.
E. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with vour spirit.

F. Lift up your hearts.
K. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy; Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glorv.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim vour Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection

until Vou come agni.n.

P. At the Saviour's command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . ..

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are vours now and for ever.

P.Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
K. Amen.

F. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
K. And with vour spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, vou take away the sins

of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, vou take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

F. Behcld the Lamb of God, beheld him whe
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word
and mv soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

We have seen his star in the East,
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Go before us with heavenly light, O Lord,
always and everywhere, that we may

cf. Mt 2:2

perceive with clear sight and revere with true
affection the mystery in which you have
willed us to participate. Through Christ our
Lord.

K. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with vour spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ¥ and the Hely Spirit.
ER. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
FOLLOWING THE STAR

In the ancient world, stars were seen as
living creatures. They had their own
energy and life cycle, offered navigational
movement and were gazed upon and
studied for life’s direction. Qur story
today is taken up with star gazers seeking
the one to whom one particular star
(“his star”) refers. For the Israelites, God
controlled astral energy and movement.
These easterners, perhaps Zeroastrian
Persian astrologers, called “Magi”, follow
“his star” which directs them to the
newbom Jesus. He is the focus of their
search. Consultation with the Jewish
scriptures through Hered's appointees
confirms the direction of their astral
search—to Bethlehem.

While Matthew notes Herod's jealousy
towards any other claimant to royalty, a
fact which the first-century Jewish writer,
Josephus, also affirms, cur attention, like
that of the Magi, is on the star. It halts
over a house where the birth of the child
has taken place. Jesus, like all Jewish
babies, is borm in a house, albeit the
stable of a house, an important reminder
at Christmas time when 5t Francis’ crib
scenes are displayed in cur churches.

The Magi offer him gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh, symbols of
Jesus” nature: his royalty (gold), divinity
(frankincense) and mortality (myrrh). The
three gifts later gave rise to the thought
of three Magi, who eventually become
named (Melchicr, Caspar, Balthazar) with
one (Caspar) being dark skinned. This
later development affirms the attraction
of all people to Jesus, including non-
Jewish and those of oriental backgrounds.
Like the Magi, we, too, are attracted to
stars. We are all on the search to follow
that star that leads us to Jesus.

Fr Micuarr Tramor
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THe EripHANY OF THE Lorp / C

THEY OFFERED HIM GIFTS. For some Christians the feast of Epiphany is the day on
which gifts are exchanged. As we observe the wise men opening their treasures in
today's Gospel and offering gifts to Jesus, we can ask: what precious gifts can we offer
to Jesus today? We may not have gold, frankincense and myrrh but we have our love,
our fidelity, our time. We can give these to Jesus by giving them to those in need.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chron 19:12
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty Cne, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power

and dominion.

GREETING

F. In the name of the Father, and of the Scon,
and of the Holy Spirit.

K. Amen,

F. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and sc prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations
into the peace of God's kingdom: Lord have
mercy.

E. Lord, have mercw:

F. You come in word and in sacrament to
strengthen us and make us holy: Christ have
mercy.

R. Churist, have mercy:

P. You will come again in glory with salvation
for yvour people: Lord have mercy.

K. Lord, have mercy:

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to

everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise vou, / we bless vou, / we adore
vou, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for vour great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
vou take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the
sins of the world, / receive our prayer; /
vou are seated at the right hand of the
Father, / have mercy on us. / For vou
alone are the Holy One, / vou alone are
the Lord, / vou alone are the Maost High, /
Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / in
the glory of God the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

F. O God, who on this day revealed your Only
Begotten Son to the nations by the guidance
of a star, grant in your mercy, that we, whe
know you already by faith, may be brought

to behald the beauty of your sublime glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, Ged, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING lsa 60:1-6
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The glory of the Lord shines upon you.

Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light
has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on
vou, though night still covers the earth and
darkness the peoples. Above you the Lord
now rises and above you his glory appears.
The nations come to your light and kings to
your dawning brichiness. Lift up your eyes
and leok round: all are assembling and coming
towards you, your sons from far away and
daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight
vou will grow radiant, your heart throbbing
and full; since the riches of the sea will fow
to you; the wealth of the nations come to
you; camels in throngs will cover you, and
dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone
in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense
and singing the praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps71:1-2,7-13

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore
vou.

1. O God, give your judgement to the
king,/to a king's son your justice,/that he
may judge your pecple in justice/and your
poor in right judgement. R.

2. In his days justice shall flourish/and
peace till the moon fails /He shall rule from
sea to sea,/from the Great River to earth’s
bounds. R.

3. The kings of Tarshish and the sea
coasts/shall pay him tribute./The kings of
Sheba and Seba/shall bring him gifts. /Before
him all kings shall fall prostrate,/all nations
shall serve him. R,

4. For he shall save the poor when they
cry/and the needy who are helpless. /He will
have pity on the weak/and save the lives of
the poor. R.

5 January 2025

SECOND READING

Eph 3:2-3, 5-6
A reading from the letter of 5t Paul
to the Ephesians.
The revelation means that pagans now share
the same inheritance, that they are parts of the
same body.
You have probably heard how I have been
entrusted by God with the grace he meant
for you, and that it was by a revelation that
I was given the knowledge of the mystery.
This mystery that has now been revealed
through the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets was unknown to any men in past
generations; it means that pagans now share
the same inheritance, that they are parts of
the same body, and that the same promise has
been made to them, in Christ Jesus, through
the gospel.

The word of the Lord.
K. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 2:2

Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star
in the East; and have come to adore the

Lord. Alleluia!

GOSPEL

F. The Lord be with you.
R. And with vour spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel

according to Matthew.
R. Glory to vou, O Lord.

We have come from the East to worship the King.

After Jesus had been bom at Bethlehem in
Judaea during the reign of King Hercd, some

Mt 2:1-12

wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.
“‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they
asked. “"We saw his star as it rose and hawve
come to do him homage.” When King Herod
heard this he was perturbed, and so was the
whoale of Jerusalem. He called together all the
chief priests and the scribes of the people,
and enquired of them where the Christ was to
be bormn. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea’, they told
him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote:



PARISH WEBSITE
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
SEMINARIAN: Bro Nicolas Calandra
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday Morning: 9.15am
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat
(Friday will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 5.45pm
before 6pm Mass or upon request

BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Centre on 9791 4611

MARRIAGE
Please book the Church at the same time as
you book your venue. As marriage preparation
is an essential condition of marriage, you must
book your preparation course at least 4 months
prior to the wedding. Further details can be ob-
tained from Fr. Sebastian

HOUSE BLESSING
If any Parishioner would like their house to be
blessed, please contact Franca or at the Parish
office on 9791-4611 to make a booking with
either Fr Sebastian

COMMUNION AND ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a
sick person is seriously ill, homebound or hospi-
talised and wants to receive Holy Communion or
the Sacrament of Anointing.

Any parishioners who take Communion to the
sick, could you please put your name and the
person you are taking Communion to, into the
Communion to the Sick book. This book is kept

in the sacristy.

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650
New St, Dandenong.

Principal: Terry Gardiner

St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000
Caroline St, Dandenong.

Principal: Timothy Hogan

St. Mary’s Community Centre 7064 3928
Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

BINGO AT ST MARY’S

St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at 12noon &
Saturdays at 6.30pm_in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

HOMILY by Fr Michael Tate
Stars and Seekers after Truth

There is a fascination with stars: their beauty shining and sparkling in the dark
canopy of the night; amazement and wonder at their number and extent.

And who amongst us hasn’t stolen a furtive glance at the horoscopes, half humor-
ously checking ‘what the stars hold for me’.

The Magi, the wise men in today’s gospel story, were not like the writers of our
horoscope columns. They were astronomers — astrologers from ancient religions
found to ‘the East’ of Bethlehem, perhaps modern day Iraq or Syria.

In particular, they would have thought that the birth of those destined to be great
figures would be signalled by unusual constellations of events in the night sky.
They really believed that stars greatly influenced and controlled the destiny of
human beings.

But, these Magi were open to the insights of other religious traditions. And it was
that combination of their own religion of astrology and their reading about Jew-
ish expectations of a wonderful person who would inaugurate a new epoch of
history, which led them to:

To what? To whom?

To Jesus, in a nondescript dwelling, in a nondescript town, hovered over by an
exhausted Mary and a protective Joseph.

This would be a most unexpected culmination of their journey.

Yet, because they were genuine seekers after truth, they were open enough to see
in this baby what their own religious teaching had prepared them for, even as
they were led beyond that religious system.

They were the first non-Jewish people to kneel before that infant. They did hom-
age to this baby. Why? I think it was because they realised that the stars did not
control this infant.

On the contrary: ‘There is something in this baby which caused the night sky to
respond. This baby is responsible for the movement of the stars!’

They were sufficiently filled with wonder that they preserved the child from the
deadly schemes of Herod, not reporting where they had found him.

And, then they returned to their home country, ‘by a different way’. They were
on a different journey after encountering the Child.

What does this Gospel passage hold for us today?

Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the East to the man-
ger? In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every human being, prompting each and
every one to become seekers after Truth.

People may be trapped in the limiting language of their astrology or Buddhism,
or an ideology such as atheism or whatever. Of course, those systems of thought
cannot save anyone.

But, individually and personally, Buddhists and atheists and astrologers can be
set on a journey towards ‘the Love which moves the sun and all the
stars’ (Dante).

As a person responds to the (often anonymous) prompting of the Holy Spirit and
tries to lead a good humane life, then the Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can
draw them into the saving life of God.

This is where we differ drastically from some fundamentalists. The Catholic
Church believes that the billions in China and India, who have never heard the
Gospel, can be saved.

But, such persons, even leading humane lives, do not savour the fullness of Truth
as we do with the privilege of having the scriptures and the sacraments. Where it
is possible, we are obliged to offer them the road map to the Truth.

That Truth which we have the privilege of understanding leads us to accept the
claims made on us by the baby to whom the Astrologers paid homage:

We understand and accept
that He is the Body Language of God,
that He is ‘God with us’, Emmanuel,
that He is The Answer to all the seeking after truth and the yearning of the
human heart.
O come, let us adore Him.

The feast of
the Epiphany
reassures us .
that all are called

Rosters (During January) Until new rosters are
completed would you please sign up (sheets in church
foyer) at the mass you attend if you are able to assist as
either Reader or Eucharistic Minister.

DIVINE MERCY RETREAT
at

Don Bosco Retreat Centre
465 Lysterfield Road.

Saturday 11th and Sunday the 12th of

January 2025
From: 8.30 to 5.00 p.m
Food and Drinks will be provided.
Mass will be celebrated by
Father Shane Reade
Contact Twina Mob: 043306605
Or Tia Mob: 0423828941.

S
Jesus. 9 tuast in You

OFFICE HOURS DURING JANUARY
(2ND JAN-30TH JAN)

THURSDAYS 10AM-2PM

We come to worship the king
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AUY EOKODENRAWSGRH
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Mt 2:1-12

Try to find these words:

east
frankincense
gold
house
important
kneeled
myrrh
search
secretly
star
warned
wise

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Recently Deceased:

Anniversaries: Teresa Highland,
Joseph Dinh

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan,

Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen
Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,
Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phy-
land, Desmond Hopper, Chris Grubb, Sol-
ofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez, Alan John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen,
Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Ger-
mano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills,
Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah,
Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,
Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Kees Van Es,
Satty Lee, Ping Lo

(The privacy legislation requires us to have written
permission by an authorised person before any

name can be printed )in the Marian.

(IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO
COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE)

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:

Saturday afternoons 4.30pm-5.30pm in the
Fellowship Room followed by Rosary
before 6pm Mass

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church
AL-ANON : Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the
Fellowship Room. For more information
call 1300 252 666

VINCENTIAN RETREAT CENTRE:
Fridays Mass with healing prayer 7pm

ST EPHREM CHALDEAN CHURCH:
Sundays Mass (Arabic) 12.30pm

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:

3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

MENS GROUP

1st Thursday of month (Marian Room) 6pm
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP

1st Sunday of month (Parish Centre) 6:30pm

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $.00

Presbytery $.00 Loose: $.00

Support our Parish

If you would like to make direct payments
to our bank accounts, the details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our priests
and the Archdiocese

Presbytery Account:

NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to

the safety, wellbeing and dignity

of all children, young people and
vulnerable adult




