IN THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL WE PRAY FOR:
Our Sick: Cuthbert Lethbridge, Juan Ortiz and those of our community.

Recently Deceased: Fr John Walter O'Reilly

Repose of the Souls: Trevor & Rita Masters and those whose anniversary occur
about this time and those whose names are on the memorial wall.

Church

Cleaning | ~2urday 22nd February —Filipino Communty

Safeguarding of children and
vulnerable young people.

St Dominic’s Community holds the care,
safety and wellbeing of children as a funda-
mental responsibility of the church. This
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the teaching and mission of Jesus Christ, wit .
love, justicg and diénity of each human person ACCOUNT NUMBER:
at the heart of the Gospel. A cultural of safety 67441 1404

within the Church ensures that children can
actively and fully participate in the life of the
Church and realise their potential in a faith
community. We are committed to upholdin
the safety and dignity of each child an
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youn% person and ensuring that they are
able to grow and develop In a caring and
supportive environment in our Church.

The Parish has the facility of
EFTPOS DEBIT, VISA CARD
and MASTER CARD. This is a
good option for those who do
not carry cash and would like
to contribute to the church.
The set up is of: $5.00;
$10.00; $20.00 and $50.00

For those families with children,
they are very welcome, and if your
children become unrest during
the celebration of the Holy Eucha-
ristic, please use the Children
Room on the side of the church,
you can still listen to the homily
from there.
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A Marriage Encounter weekend is for you...

Every married couple deserves this very special weekend.

Time-out to nurture your most precious relationship away from daily distractions.

The two of you will come away from your weekend feeling more deeply connected
and with tools to help keep the gassion alive. No group sharing required.

The weekend is based around Catholic values. Couples of all faiths are welcome.
Please check our website for more details and to book your special weekend:
Our next weekend is: 25-27 April 2025 at St Paul's Retreat Centre, Wantirna South.
Starts Friday evening at 7pm and finishes Sunday afternoon around 4:30pm
Information/Bookings: Please phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or

Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au \Website: wwme.org.au

- ST DOMINIC’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

0,

e oSS
P povs® 4"":‘"‘l CONGREGP

408 CAMP ROAD, BROADMEADOWS. PO BOX 274, DALLAS VIC 3047
Office/Presbytery: Phone: 03 9309 2575
Email: broadmeadows@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/broadmeadows

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Peter Njau, CSSp; Email: njaup2560@gmail.com

PARISH SECRETARY: Ana Miriam Guardado

»  OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays from 8.00am-2.00pm

°$;I' DOMINIC’S SCHOOL—PRINCIPAL: Ms Alison Bretag, PHONE: 03 9309 4146 o*

\
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PARISH MASS TIMES T i

Sundays: 6.00pm Vigil Mass (Saturday evening)
9.00am 1st & 3d Sundays: Vietnamese Mass %
9.00am 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays: English Mass

11.00am: English Mass '
1.00pm: Spanish Mass

Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday ...... 9.00am Mass
Morning Prayer of the Church: Tuesday to Saturday at 8.25am :
Rosary: Tuesday to Sunday before Mass. .
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Every Wednesday from 6.00pm to 8.00pm
Benediction: Every Friday following the 9.00am Mass.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Tuesday to Saturday before or after Mass.
Baptism Information/Preparation: Every First Sunday of the month at 3.00pm.
Anointing of the Sick: Every Third Friday of the Month at 9.00am Mass.

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C
16th February 2025

First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8
A curse on those who trust in humanity; a blessing on those
who trust in the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 1:1-4. R. Ps 39:5
(R.) Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is in vain.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad;
your reward is great in heaven. Alleluia!

Second Reading:

Luke 6:17. 20-26
Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!

Gospel:

NEXT SUNDAY READINGS: 1 Samuel 26:2. 7-9. 12-13. 22-23; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; Luke 6:27-38
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Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter

We are perhaps more familiar with the Beatitudes from the Goslg)el of
Matthew in which the kingdom of heaven is promised to those who are
‘blessed’ because of their afflictions. Rather than the Sermon on the Mount
from the Gospel of Matthew, the Gospel of Luke presents the same event
and teaching as the sermon on the plain as it occurs on ‘a piece of level
ground’. This version may aﬂpear a little more confronting than the Mat-
thew version. Rather than the afflicted being ‘blessed’, they are to be
‘happy’. It seems odd that anybody should be happy to be poor, hungry,
mourning or reviled and we would certainly regard these as states of
sadness and difficulty; not times for rejoicing at our good fortune!
However, this gospel in particular frequently reminds us that God does not
think, feel and behave as we might expect. God’s actions are frequently
contrary to the expectations of society. The Gospel of Luke makes it plain
that the reign of God will upend the structures of society. The lowly will be
raised and the miﬁhty will be brought low. It is in this context that the poor,
the hungry and the outcast are regarded as happy. Their happiness comes
from the reassurance that although they are rejected and dismissed by
society, they are indeed the most favoured of (%vod. Whatever the world
dishes up to such as these, they can rejoice in the knowledge that in the
reign of God their fortunes will be reversed and they will be favoured.
However, just as the fortunes of the fpoor and afflicted will be reversed for
the better, those who are rich, well fed, happy and well regarded will also
have their fortunes reversed. Alas to them! Their comfort and joy leaves no
room for the generosity of God!

Scriptural context — Message for all

Throughout the Gospel of Luke, the author is keen to demonstrate that the message
of Jesus is for all people — not just the Jews, but for the Gentiles and Pagans as
well. We can see this message revealed in the gathering of tpeople who listened to
Jesus’ sermon on the plain. %Ve’re told there were people from all parts of Judea
(all Jews) as well as people from the pagan lands of Tyre and Sidon. The first
audiences of this gospel would immediately have recognised the significance of
people from Tyre and Sidon standing alongside Jews from Judea.

Have you thought? — Gospel of prosperity

The sermon on the plain challenges our ideas about happiness and success —
particularly those of us who live in a relatively prosperous society. Those who are
rich and well regarded are actually condemned by Jesus. This also flies in the face
of the so-called Gospel of Prosperity that has gained some prominence amongst
Pentecostal churches in the last 20-30 years. This teaching holds that God blesses
the faithful with wealth and influence. It doesn’t take a lot to see how this teaching
is out of step with the gospel blessing of the poor and cursing of the rich.

Gospel Focus — Treated as the prophets

As part of his sermon, Jesus announces, ‘Happy are you when people hate you,
drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son
of Man... This was the way their ancestors treated the prophets.” The prophets of
the Old Testament were the chosen spokesmen of God. Their message was often
ungopular and they were often threatened and berated for challenging the social
order. To be treated in this way is in fact something of an affirmation that one’s
words and actions are reflecting the message of God. The Word of God is
confronting and challenging!

Ash Wednesday 3th March 2025

Ash Wednesday is a solemn reminder of human
mortality and the need for reconciliation with God
and marks the beginning of the penitential Lenten
season. It is commonly observed with the ashes and
fasting.
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(oed always forgie d....

Please bring the blessed palms from last year and
leave them in the box at the entrance of the church.

Sacramental Enrolment—First Holy Communion
Enrolments are now taking for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Holy
Communion for those children who attend government school, and who are
in Year 3 and above.

Please visit the Parish office and complete the enrolment form. Classes will
start soon, so itis urgent for parents to enrol their children.

15-18 February - JUBILEE OF ARTISTS

The Jubilee of Artists rejoices with gratitude at the creative
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%S’h :‘L-T" W insights artists bring to human life. The service of beauty is a
b' no' pathway into the divine and helps us dream of new horizons for
f the common good. The Jubilee invites artists to contribute to the
690 work of the Church in bringing about a New Creation where

ll“‘JLG’R\”“M people can live in peace and justice.

Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal

We urgently need dyour support. The ceasefire means more aid can assist people in
Gaza, but the need is immense and the recovery long. Gaza’s people cannot recover
alone. They need the support of the global community to survive and rebuild. Please
donate to Caritas Australia’s Gaza Crisis Appeal. You can donate online
www.caritas.org.au/gaza or phone 1800 024 413

Please Note: Saturday 22nd February, No Morning Mass
as Fr Peter will be attending a Workshop.

Parish Fundraising Activities—Sale of Food will start soon.

ST DOM’S CARE—Financial donations and food are accepted to assist the
poor in our community, but please CHECK THE EXPIRED DATE, we cannot give
any food that has been already expired. Thank you.
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