
The first collection is for the
support of the Parish Priest, and
for retired and sick priests,
parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

Last week:
1  collection: $541st

2  collection: $1,511nd

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:
 

Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation
Sat 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Visits / Anointing of the
Sick

Please contact the presbytery 

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 
Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made : 
Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 -BSB:083 -347    Acc 6616 52479                                                                      
Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses)

nd

 -BSB:083 - 347     Acct No.: 6568 74974                                                                                          
The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or
the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enable us to continue
the work of the Gospel. 

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of
children, young people and the vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our

responsibility.

Parish News
Bible Study Group

The parish Bible Study Group is a long term group which
meets regularly for prayer and discussion, in the church. All
are welcome to join. The next meeting will be Saturday 26 July
at 2.30pm. Please join us. No prior knowledge is necessary.
Beginners welcome !

Thanksgiving Envelopes
The new sets of envelopes are available in the narthex. Please
collect yours this weekend.

Social Media
Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook: 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie

New to the Faith ? Want to Know More ? 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism
and reception in the Church ? Please contact the Parish Office
or speak to Fr David.

Participating in the Mass
The daily Mass readings and responses can be accessed with
this QR Code. The Sunday readings and Mass responses are
on the other side of the bulletin. Copies of the Nicene Creed
are available under the offertory table, as the Apostles Creed
is printed in the bulletin.

Welcome 
This weekend we welcome Frankie, Rafaela, Mae and their
families as they receive a Welcome and Blessing in
preparation for their Baptism in our parish. You might like to
accompany them in prayer by offering one 'Hail Mary' for each
child and their family.

We recall in Prayer
Those who are sick
Carl Pinto; Gerald Lopes

Recently Deceased
We pray for all the recently deceased
in our community and those who
have passed away from our families
or friends

Anniversaries and Remembrances
Sr Elizabeth Dwyer; Sr Margaret
Dwyer; Teresa Materazzo; 
Jacinta Cantwell; Ivor Pereira
 

Dear friends,
You will notice a new bulletin format this week. Hopefully it is a little bit
easier to read and find things. Please let us know what you think!

Thank you to those parishioners who joined me for Mass on Tuesday
morning, the 25  anniversary of my priestly ordination. It was good to
celebrate with you, and I look forward to celebrating with you and with other
friends this Sunday afternoon with Mass at 2pm and afternoon tea in the
hall. My sincere thanks in advance to those who have made preparations for
this celebration. 

th

We hear the familiar story of Martha and Mary in the Gospel today. Note
that Jesus says that Mary has taken ‘the better part’, but not the only part. 

We can sometimes be tempted to create a dichotomy between Martha and
Mary; between work and prayer; between action and contemplation. 
Both are necessary of course. But the ‘better part’, prayer, time with the
Lord, precedes the second part- activity.

Perhaps today’s Gospel can help us to put life into perspective a little. We
can be tempted to measure things by output, by tangible results. But as
Christians, let us not forget that time with the Lord in prayer, in the
Sacraments and above all at the Eucharist, lead us and pave the way for our
action in the world. 
It is not a case of either/ or, but both/and!
Please do join us for the local Jubilee celebrations in the coming weeks. It
will be wonderful to see as many families as possible here next Sunday for
the Jubilee of Families and receive a Jubilee Blessing.
Thanjk you for your presence with us today, and if you are a visitor, you are
always very welcome here !
Let us continue to pray for each other, and ask St John Bosco to pray for us. 

Below, a photo from the day of my Ordination, 15 July 2000,
with Archbishop Pell

FROM THE PASTOR
Contact Us

Pray With Us 

Our Spiritual Life
“Here I would also mention grandparents, who   represent the
passing on of faith and wisdom to the younger generation. May
they find support in the gratitude of their children and the love
of their grandchildren, who discover in them their roots and a
source of understanding and encouragement.” (Pope Francis)

 

 

Wednesday:
Thursday: vocations
Friday: private intention
Saturday:
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the
parish

Stewardship Mass Intentions this week

Wisdom of the Saints
Saint Ambrose: “Every soul who has believed
both conceives & generates the Word of God &
recognises his works. Let the soul of Mary be
in each one of you to magnify the Lord.”

 
Thought for the Week

“The Bible is like a compass---it
always points the believer in the right

direction.”

Our Liturgical Life
The General Intercessions

Whilst there are no set texts for the Intercessions, they follow a
set pattern according to the General Instruction. They begin with
a brief introduction by the celebrant, the proclamation of the
intentions by the reader or the deacon and a concluding prayer by
the celebrant. The structure recommended by the General
Instruction is: For the needs of the Church; For public authorities
and the world; for those burdened with difficulty and for the local
community. A prayer for the deceased and anniversaries of the
deceased usually concludes the set. On occasions, a special
petition may be added as circumstances and pastoral needs
suggest. 

 

 

Local Jubilee Celebrations
In this Year of the Jubilee of Hope, many groups and
people celebrate the Jubilee in Rome with a pilgrimage.
We will have several local celebrations in our parish to
express our support and prayer and appreciation of
particular groups and vocations. 

Local Jubilee of Families
Sunday 27 July at 10.30am Mass
At this Mass, all families will receive a Blessing and a
commemorative certificate

Local Jubilee of Marriage
Sunday 10 August at 10.30am Mass
At this Mass, all married couples will be invited to renew
their marriage vows and receive a commemorative
certificate.

To register for a certificate, please email the parish office
at Niddrie@cam.org.au

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 

Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

20 July 2025         St John Bosco Parish Niddrie
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time       Green is the colour of hope and growth. 



A GOOD PART
Today’s story seems to affirm the 
contemplative life (symbolised by Mary 
sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to 
him) over the active life (represented 
by a preoccupied Martha). This classic 
interpretation sets the two women at 
odds with each other. However, placed 
in the context of Luke’s missionary and 
ministry-concerned world, something else 
is going on. The scene is set in Martha’s 
house. She is the leader of the house and, 
conceivably, the representative in Luke’s 
household Jesus-gatherings. 
The issue that concerns Mary, and Luke’s 
audience, is not helped by our English 
translation. Three translation corrections 
are necessary. (1) Martha being 
‘distracted with all the serving…’ is better 
translated as Martha being ‘taken up with 
much ministry (Greek, diakonia) ….’  (2) 
Martha’s question to Jesus, ‘Lord, do you 
not care that my sister is leaving me to 
do the serving all by myself?’ is better 
translated, ‘Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me alone to minister 
(Greek, diakonein)?’ (3) Rather than 
Jesus saying to Martha that Mary ‘has 
chosen the better part…’ the Greek has 
Jesus saying that Mary ‘has chosen a good 
part’. Interpretations (1) and (2) suggest 
that a real concern surfacing in Luke’s 
world is about ministry. Interpretation 
(3) indicates that there is no competition 
between Mary and Martha. 
Both actions, Martha’s diakonial concerns 
and Mary’s focus on Jesus’ word, are 
important, the second not to be devalued. 
It is ‘a good part’. These same issues 
preoccupy us: a concern about future 
ministry while focussing on Jesus’ word.
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Fr Michael Trainor

THE BETTER PART. Hospitality entails not only serving others but also listening 
attentively to them. Often, this is the better part. What people need most of all is to 
be heard and to hear. To grow in the Christian life, we need to combine the good 
works of Martha with the contemplative attitude of Mary.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Ps 53:6, 8

See, I have God for my help. The Lord 
sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you 
with willing heart, and praise your name, 
O Lord, for it is good.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the 
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. Your are the first born of all creation: 
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the head of the body, the Church: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 
Amen.

COLLECT
P. Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and 
mercifully increase the gifts of your grace, 
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity, 
they may be ever watchful in keeping your 
commands. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Gen 18:1-10

A reading from the book of Genesis
Lord, do not bypass your servant.

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of 
Mamre while he was sitting by the entrance 
of the tent during the hottest part of the day. 
He looked up, and there he saw three men 
standing near him. As soon as he saw them 
he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet 
them, and bowed to the ground. ‘My Lord,’ 
he said ‘I beg you, if I find favour with you, 
kindly do not pass your servant by. A little 
water shall be brought; you shall wash your 
feet and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch 
a little bread and you shall refresh yourselves 
before going further. That is why you have 
come in your servant’s direction.’ They 
replied, ‘Do as you say.’

  Abraham hastened to the tent to find 
Sarah. ‘Hurry,’ he said ‘knead three bushels 
of flour and make loaves.’ Then running to 
the cattle Abraham took a fine and tender 
calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to 
prepare it. Then taking cream, milk and the 
calf he had prepared, he laid all before them, 
and they ate while he remained standing near 
them under the tree.

  ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked 
him. ‘She is in the tent’, he replied. Then his 
guest said, ‘I shall visit you again next year 
without fail and your wife will then have a 
son.’

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 14:2-5. R. v. 1

R. The just will live in the presence of 
the Lord.
1.	 Lord, who shall dwell on your holy 
mountain? / He who walks without fault; / he 
who acts with justice / and speaks the truth 
from his heart; / he who does not slander 
with his tongue.  R.

2.	 He who does no wrong to his brother, / 
who casts no slur on his neighbour, / who 
holds the godless in disdain, / but honours 
those who fear the Lord.  R.
3.	 He who keeps his pledge, come what 
may; / who takes no interest on a loan / and 
accepts no bribes against the innocent. / 
Such a man will stand firm for ever.  R.

SECOND READING	 Col 1:24-28

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Colossians
The mystery hidden for centuries has now been 
revealed to his saints.

It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I 
am suffering now, and in my body to do 
what I can to make up all that has still to 
be undergone by Christ for the sake of his 
body, the Church. I became the servant of 
the Church when God made me responsible 
for delivering God’s message to you, the 
message which was a mystery hidden for 
generations and centuries and has now been 
revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose 
to reveal it to them and to show all the rich 
glory of this mystery to pagans. The mystery 
is Christ among you, your hope of glory: this 
is the Christ we proclaim, this is the wisdom 
in which we thoroughly train everyone and 
instruct everyone, to make them all perfect 
in Christ.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 cf. Lk 8:15

Alleluia, alleluia! Happy are they who 
have kept the word with a generous 
heart, and yield a harvest through 
perseverance. Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Lk 10:38-42

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Martha took up the duties in the house. Mary 
chose the better part.
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house. She 
had a sister called Mary, who sat down at 
the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking. 
Now Martha who was distracted with all the 
serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my 
sister is leaving me to do the serving all by 
myself? Please tell her to help me.’ But the 
Lord answered: ‘Martha, Martha,’ he said 
‘you worry and fret about so many things, 
and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is 
Mary who has chosen the better part; it is not 
to be taken from her.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. O  God, who in the one perfect sacrifice 
brought to completion varied offerings of the 
law, accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your 
faithful servants and make it holy, as you 
blessed the gifts of Abel, so that what each 

has offered to the honour of your majesty 
may benefit the salvation of all. Through 
Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE  
SUNDAYS IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Ps 110:4-5

The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, 
has made a memorial of his wonders; 
he gives food to those who fear him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Graciously be present to your people, we 
pray, O Lord, and lead those you have imbued 
with heavenly mysteries to pass from former 
ways to newness of life. Through Christ our 
Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time / C 20 July 2025

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD


