St Martin de Porres Parish
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034

® www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights
Parish Priest: Fr. Nhan Le

Secretary:  Paula McKernan
Office Hours: 9:30am to 5pm

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm

Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol)

Phone: 9337 6016
Fax: 9337 1943
E-mail: avondaleheights@cam.org.au

St Martin de Porres School

Principal: Stefanie Harvey
Secretaries: Mary Carmuciano

Maria Aloe
Phone: 9331 9000
E-mail:

principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au
® www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au

Weekend Masses

Saturday Vigil 6:00pm

Sunday 8:00am & 9:30am

Vietnamese 11:00am
Weekday Masses

Tuesday to Friday 9:15am

Benediction Wednesday after Mass
Reconciliation Wednesday 10.00am
Saturday 5:30pm

The Augustinian Sisters

Convent: 2 Venice Court,
Avondale Heights

Phone: 9337 4595

E-mail: spinelli@bigpond.net.au

Website: WWWw.asjmoz.org

IN OUR PRAYERS

Sick:

Nancy Apostolidis; Nancy Green; Helen Borg;
Charlie Coxhead; Phyllis Xerri; Frank Logha;
Silvia & Thomas Galic; Patrick & Norma Moore;
Milvia Cutajar; Mary Jones; Alexander, Felipe,
Anne; Elena and Lorenzo.

Recently Deceased:

Joseph Giliberto; Maria Ferraro; Concetta La
Pila; Helen Healy (Ireland); Giuseppina Cuce;
Marija Gorscak; Maria Lourdes Castro;
Carmela Pisanelli; Teresa Molluso; Brian
Webster; Rosa Busa; Josephine Robottom;
Alba Salomone; Sr Lucilla Mangion asjm.
Anniversaries & Remembrances

Louis Farrugia (1st); Anthony Busuttil;
Francis, Bernarda, Joseph & Maria Consiglia
Grima; Emmanuel, Teresa, Filomenu Sammut;
Charlie Sciberras: Carmelo & Rita Debono;
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Victor Apap;
Tonina Darmanin; Dominic Cumbo; Charlie
Galea; Victor Micallef.

Dear Parishioners & friends,

| would like to thank you for your love and
support for the musical event last Sunday
'Carols by the Afternoon Light." It was an
inspiring anticipation for Christmas - the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ into our lives
and our world. | would like to especially thank
our St Martin's choirs, Anh Thu and her
professional musicians, different groups in
our parish (Viethamese Community Council,
Marriage Enhancement, Catholic Women, St
Joseph's Workers, Third Order Franciscans,
Legion of Mary etc.) who helped organise the
event as well as the catering of refreshments.
We are grateful for your financial support that
has raised $14,900. This is quite a gift of
hope to our children at Vincent 5 Orphanage
in Kontum, Vietnam. Thank you and may God
bless you for your endeavours.

Fr. Nhdn Le

COLLECTIONS

Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility.
The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the
care, wellbeing and protection of children, young
people and vulnerable people in our community.
Child protection and the dignity of every person is
the responsibility of everyone.

Parish Support Programme:
Pledge: $2,588 Received: $1,790
Shortfall: $798. Loose: $780

Presbytery: $1,526
Devotion to Divine Mercy

A
n Mondays 2:30pm in the church.
All Welcome!

Christian Meditation
Maranatha ... Come Lord Jesus

Monday 9 December 10 - 11am
in the hall. Final for this year.

Christmas Blessings and Happy New Year!

St Martin’s Prep Enrolments 2025
Applications Closing Soon

Please apply at the School
&ﬁ Office or phone 9331 9000.

ﬁ ' Christmas Gifts from Palms!

=]
Timorese GIFTS for your loved ones. &
Please scan the QR or go to O
www.palms.org.au/donate/palms-gift-shop

Christmas Activities

IV ™

Monday 9th Dec. 7pm
Tuesday 10th Dec. 7pm

Reconciliation
Viethamese
English & Italian
Christmas Masses
Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24t December

Family Mass 6:00pm
Vietnamese Mass 9:00pm
Carols & Midnight Mass 11:30pm

Christmas Day - Wednesday 25t December
English 8:00am & 9:30am
Vietnamese 11:00am

Advent Prayer Sessions with
@ Sr Connie & Sr Mayla
Wednesdays 10am in the
Pastoral Centre. Everyone welcome.

Christmas Rosters
Are in the foyer of the church - Please
indicate where you can help out at Masses.
Delivery of Christmas Cards
Please take a bundle and deliver to streets
listed in the letter.
Christmas Items Available in the Foyer

Majellan cards 10 pk/$9
2025 Columban Calendars $10

Immaculate Conception of the

Blessed (Virgin Mary

8" December
0O God,

who by the Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son,
grant, we pray, that,

as you preserved her from every stain

by virtue of the Death of your Son,
which you foresaw, so, through her
intercession, we, too, may be cleansed
and admitted to your presence.

Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns
with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

ﬂmen

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Monday 9th December
Mass

Hour of Grace in the hall

9:15am
12noon - 1pm

&) St Yinccnt de Paul Socicty
v Christmas Appeal g works

Gifts Tags on the Christmas Tree
Voo Please take a tag
home and buy a gift
according to the
gender and age of the
person and place it
under the tree.
There are only a few
tags left on the tree.
s Vinnie volunteers will
.-4 then distribute the gifts
to the less fortunate.
We wish to thank you for the great response
to help the needy in our area.




|
Gospel Acclamation Lk3:4.6

Alleluia, alleluia!

Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths:

all people shall see the salvation of

God. Alleluia!

Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke

Luke 3:1-6

All people shall see the salvation of God.

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s
reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his
brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of
lturaea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch
of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness.
He went through the whole Jordan district
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in
the book of the sayings of the prophet
Isaiah:

A voice cries in the wilderness;
Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight.

Every valley will be filled in,

every mountain and hill be laid low,
winding ways will be straightened
and rough roads made smooth.
And all mankind shall see the
salvation of God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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Reflection by Greg Sunter

The second and third weeks of Advent this
year focus particularly on the role of John the
Baptist as the one who prepared the way for
Jesus and announced his coming. It
continues the theme of preparation that was
begun last week, but still, rather than
preparing for the birth of Jesus, we are
exploring the wider theme of preparation. The
gospel writer includes a quote from Isaiah in
which the prophet says, ‘Prepare a way for
the Lord.” (Often translated as ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord’.) The application of this
passage to John the Baptist is a logical one.
This gospel emphasises that John was
preaching ‘a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins’. Throughout the gospel of
Luke, the recognition of sinfulness and the
desire to repent and seek forgiveness is the
prelude to receiving God’s favour.

This gospel makes it clear that one way in
which we can prepare a way for the Lord is to
recognise our faults and failings and to seek
forgiveness. It is only through such
repentance that we can make ourselves
receptive to the love of God. The only
preparation of the way that is necessary for
the Lord is a personal preparation to be
receptive. We are absolutely assured of God’s
love. The problem is that we often feel that
we are undeserving of that love or are unable
to receive it. When we are called to ‘Prepare
a way for the Lord’ it is a call to prepare a way
in our own hearts - to break down the
barriers that we have put up; to clear the
obstacles that we have placed in the path.
God’s love will find a way! We simply make
the way easier for ourselves to recognise
God'’s love if we ‘Prepare a way'.
|
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First Reading Baruch 5:1-9

A reading from the prophet Baruch
Jerusalem - God will show you splendour.

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and
distress,

put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever,

wrap the cloak of the integrity of God around
you,

put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on
your head:

since God means to show your splendour to
every nation under heaven,

since the name God gives you for ever will be,

‘Peace through integrity, and honour through
devotedness’.

Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights

and turn your eyes to the east:

see your sons reassembled from west and east

at the command of the Holy One, jubilant
that God has remembered them.

Though they left you on foot,

with enemies for an escort,

now God brings them back to you

like royal princes carried back in glory.

For God has decreed the flattening

of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills

the filling of the valleys to make the ground
level

so that Israel can walk in safety under the
glory of God.

And the forests and every fragrant tree will
provide shade

for Israel at the command of God;

for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of
his glory

with his mercy and integrity for escort.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm ps 125.R.v.3

(R.) The Lord has done great thing for
us; we are filled with joy.

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from
bondage,
it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
on our lips there were songs. (R.)

2. The heathens themselves said: 'What

marvels the Lord worked for them!’

What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (R.)

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. (R.)

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full

of song,

carrying their sheaves. (R.)

Second Reading Philippians 1:3-6. 8-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians

Show yourselves sinless and without blame in
the day of Christ.

Every time | pray for all of you, | pray with
joy, remembering how you have helped to
spread the Good News from the day you
first heard it right up to the present. | am
quite certain that the One who began this
good work in you will see that it is finished
when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God
knows how much | miss you all, loving you
as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that
your love for each other may increase more
and more and never stop improving your
knowledge and deepening your perception
so that you can always recognise what is
best. This will help you to become pure and
blameless, and prepare you for the Day of
Christ, when you will reach the perfect
goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us
for the glory and praise of God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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