FEAST DAY-31JULY

ST IGNATIUS
CHURCH
326 Church Street,
RICHMOND VIC 3121

Mass Times
12.00 noon
(Monday - Friday)

Saturday
5.00pm (Vigil)

Sunday
9.30am (English)
12.00 noon (Polish)
4.00pm (Vietnamese)

Adoration & Benediction
11.00am Friday

Anointing of the Sick
1%t Friday of the Month

ST JAMES CHURCH
162 Kent Street,
NORTH RICHMOND,
VIC 3121

Mass Times
Sunday: 11.00am

SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Contact Parish office.

Reconciliation
By appointment

Wedding
Contact Parish Office

TRINITY CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
57-61 Davison Street,
NORTH RICHMOND
VIC 3121
www.tcs.catholic.edu.au

Principal
Nigel Rodrigues
Tel: 03 9428 7180

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD
2 February 2025

RICHMOND CATHOLIC PARISH
OF ST. IGNATIUS & ST. JAMES

Parish Priest: Fr. Trung Hoang Nguyen, SJ
Parish Manager: Ms. Licia Marchese (Mon-Fri)
Administrative assistants: Miss Julia Cappozzo and Mrs. Helen Gagliano

Operation hours: Monday — Friday 9.00am — 4.00pm
Phone: (03) 8420 6789 Email: parish@ignatius.org.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/richmond

REFLECTION ON TODAY’S READINGS:

by Dianne Bergant CSA

Traditionally this is the fortieth day of Christmas. Though
the Christmas season closed with the Epiphany, the
Presentation brings us back to some of the Christmas
themes. The feast is on the edge, a kind of hinge between
the seasons of Christmas and Lent.

The temple is not merely a building where believers gather
to worship God. It is sacred because who was redeemed.

In fact, it is the world that will be redeemed by this child.
He is the light that it is the dwelling place of God on earth.
Therefore, the coming of God to the temple was always a
time of great anticipation and excitement. It promised
blessing and rejoicing.

The first reading declares that God will come to the
temple in might and power. This coming will be terrifying.
The sacred precincts have been desecrated and so God will
come to purify it with fire and lye. This picture of
purification is modified by the reading from the Letter to
the Hebrews where we see that the purging and refinement
are accomplished in the self-sacrifice of Christ.

It took the eyes of the old man and the faith of an old
woman to recognise that the Lord had indeed come into
the temple. Ritually, it was the child shines in the darkness
of the world; he will enlighten all people, Jew and Gentile
alike. This feast shares the theme of universality so
prominent on the feast of the Epiphany. The king of glory
opens the portals for the entire universe to enter.

Stay Connected!

If you would like to receive the
weekly bulletin via email, please sign up on
the parish website
or simply scan this QR code.

FEAST DAY- 25 JULY

A JESUIT PARISH
OUR MISSION

We share
responsibility to:
Practise and promote
gospel values,
recognise and respond
to the ever-changing
needs of the
community and foster
a faith that leads to
justice. As a parish
open to change
desiring to be a
community, we strive
to live the gospel
values of: Diversity,
Hospitality and
Inclusivity.

We respectfully
ACKNOWLEDGE the
Wurundjeri people of
the Kulin nation, as the
traditional caretakers
of the land which is
the Richmond Catholic
Parish.

We acknowledge the
Elders, past & present.
May we too, be good
stewards of this land.

SAFETY OF
CHILDREN & ALL
VULNERABLE
PEOPLE
Richmond Catholic

Parish holds the care,
safety and wellbeing of
children and all
vulnerable people as a
central and
fundamental
responsibility for our
community.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Your merciful love, O God,

we have received in the midst of your temple.
Your praise, O God, like your name,

reaches the ends of the earth;

your right hand is filled with saving justice.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks
for your great glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, O
God almighty Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy
on us; You take away the sin of the world, receive
our prayer;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have
mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One; you alone are the
Lord. You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4
A reading from the prophet Malachi

The Lord God says this: Look, | am going to send
my messenger to prepare a way before me. And
the Lord you are seeking will suddenly enter his
temple; and the angel of the covenant whom you
are longing for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord
of hosts. Who will be able to resist the day of his
coming? Who will remain standing when he
appears? For he is like the refiner’s fire and the
fuller’s alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and
purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi and refine
them like gold and silver, and then they will make
the offering to the Lord as it should be made. The
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then be
welcomed by the Lord as in former days, as in the
years of old.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL Ps 23:7-10
(R.) Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!

1. O gates, lift up your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)

2. Who is the king of glory?

The Lord, the mighty, the valiant,
the Lord, the valiant in war. (R.)

3. O gates, lift high your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)

4. Who is he, the king of glory?
He, the Lord of armies,
he is the king of glory. (R.)

SECOND READING Hebrews 2:14-18
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Since all the children share the same blood and
flesh, Jesus too shared equally in it, so that by his
death he could take away all the power of the
devil, who had power over death, and set free all
those who had been held in slavery all their lives
by the fear of death. For it was not the angels that
he took to himself; he took to himself descent
from Abraham. It was essential that he should in
this way become completely like his brothers so
that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy
high priest of God’s religion, able to atone for
human sins. That is, because he has himself been
through temptation he is able to help others who
are tempted.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

This is the light of revelation to the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke

When the day came for them to be purified as laid
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus
took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord — observing what stands written in the Law
of the Lord: Every first-born male must be
consecrated to the Lord — and also to offer in
sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the
Law of the Lord, a pair of turtle-doves or two
young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a
man named Simeon. He was an upright and
devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It


https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmal#mal003

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death until he had set eyes on the
Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came
to the Temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus to do for him what the Law required,
he took him into his arms and blessed God, and he
said:

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in
peace,

just as you promised,;

because my eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared for all the nations to see,
a light to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood there
wondering at the things that were being said about
him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his
mother, “You see this child: he is destined for the
fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined
to be a sign that is rejected — and a sword will
pierce your own soul too — so that the secret
thoughts of many may be laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on
in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been
married for seven years before becoming a widow.
She was now eighty-four years old and never left
the Temple, serving God night and day with
fasting and prayer. She came by just at that
moment and began to praise God; and she spoke
of the child to all who looked forward to the
deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the
Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew
to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and
God’s favour was with him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in the sight of all the
peoples.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God,
the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from there he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy Catholic Church,

The communion of saints.

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And life everlasting. Amen

PLEASE PRAY FOR ...

THE SICK IN OUR PARISH

God of gentleness and love, ?&} e,
We entrust to your care all those in e
need of any form of healing, and ask you to guide
and sustain all who offer them healing and hope.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

+ Clara Maria Cipriano-Formato (1 Feb)
+ Mila Katherine Campione (2 Feb)

If you have anyone to add to our prayer list,
please notify the parish office by Thursday
10.00am by ringing

8420 6789 or email: parish@ignatius.org.au .

COLLECTION WEEK - 25th/26th
JANUARY 2025
ST IGNATIUS AND ST JAMES CHURCHES
Thanksgiving Envelopes - $216.00
Loose Collection - $2361.60
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The Richmond Catholic Parish ST IGNATIUS CHURCH
will continue with “Children’s 5 00PM 9.30AM
Liturgy of the Word” at St James DATE VIGIL MASS DATE SUNDAY MASS
during the 11.00am Mass. 01/02 | Hadyn Walters | 02/02 Licia Marchese
Children from Prep to Year 6 are 08/02 | Giovanna Scollo | 09/02 Simon Feely
welcome to participate. 15/02 | Hadyn Walters 16/02 Mary Ebolo
The first session will begin on Sunday 9 February. MINISTERS OF THE WORD —
The children leave the main body of the Church just ST IGNATIUS CHURCH
after the beginning of Mass and rejoin the
congregation at the Offertory Procession. They meet
) - - 5.00PM VIGIL 9.30AM SUNDAY
in the library to hear the Word of God and participate DATE MASS DATE MASS
in discussion and do appropriate activities with a Mrs 01/02 | Therese Keogh 02/02 Kaye Hogan
Annabelle Marinelli and parent volunteers 08/02 Mary Burns 0902 | S Bgrg?]r;mslzcc)}vn-
Dates for future “Children’s Liturgy of the Word™: 15/02 Peter Keogh 16/02 Mary Ebolo

e 16 February

23 Februar MINISTERS OF THE WORD -

¢ y ST JAMES CHURCH

e 2 March DATE 11.00AM MASS

e 9 March 02/02 Shane Healy

09/02 Barbara Shea
: ;g m:;gﬂ 16/02 Margaret Gibson
e 30 March

We look forward to many children participating
in the “Children’s Liturgy of the Word”.

Religious and Priestly VVocations in Our Times for the Young
by Andy Hamilton sJ

In this month’s prayer intention Pope Francis’ encouragement of vocations to the priesthood and religious life takes
an unusual turn. Most writing on religious vocations commend it, explain how important it is for the Church and what
the life can offer those who follow it. All important topics to explore. They look at vocations seen from outside. Pope
Francis, however, looks from inside. The Church is not seen as an organisation to join but as a community of which
the candidate is part. The church community is to focus too, not on the committed attitude that candidates should have,
but on the internal dialogue within itself. The path to priesthood or religious life involves more than a person making
a decision to join the church accepting or declining that decision. It involves the relationship between members of a
community who listen, speak, are sympathetic and rejoice in all the movements of heart and mind that are involved in
big decisions. The Church is not there to barrack for the right decision but to encourage persons in whatever decision
they take.

This welcoming and supportive attitude to a religious calling within church communities is not to be taken for granted
today. Sixty years ago, in the Catholic Church many parents welcomed the decision of their children to become priests
or religious. Others, of course, had reservations. Today, however, the decision is so counter-cultural that many family
members might oppose it and the wider community might find it incomprehensible. Pope Francis understands these
responses, praying only that members of the Catholic community will enter life of persons considering a religious
vocation and be open to both their doubts and desires.

Pope Francis’ request to give equal weight to good desires and to doubts is also striking. Many Christian writers have
regarded doubts as weakness — a sign of a wavering faith or timid mind. Pope Francis gives good desires and doubts
equal standing, believing that generous desires will eventually open out into the path that God wants us to follow.
Doubts remind us that we have not yet arrived at choosing the way of life that will match our desires. They are
particularly significant when we are considering a way of life that runs so strongly against the professed values of our
culture as religious life or priesthood. A call is not a sudden flash of light but a work in progress.



