
 
The Epiphany of the Lord  - 2 January 2022 



Liturgy of the Word   
1st Reading: Is 60: 1-6 
Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you  
2nd Reading: Eph 3: 2-3, 5-6  
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia, We have see his star in the East; and have 
come to adore the Lord.  
Gospel: Mt 2: 1-12  
Next Weekend: The Baptism of the Lord   
1st Reading: Is 40 : 105,9-11 
2nd Reading: Titus 2:11-14,  3:4-7 
Gospel:  Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22 
 
Deaths and Anniversaries  

 

  

 
 

Exploring the Word   
The key to understanding this highly symbolic gospel lies 
in the various actors’ response to Jesus. The wise men are 
not of the house of Israel; they are foreigners from the 
east. And yet it is they who recognise the signs and  
embark on a journey to find the newborn king and  
worship him.  
 
The opposite response comes from the very people who 
should know better. Herod, the Jewish political leader, 
and the chief priests and scribes, the interpreters of 
Scripture and religious leaders, have not seen what is 
there before them, and when they do come to  
understand, they seek only to do harm to Jesus.  
 
This is the first hint of the harm that will ultimately come 
to him from the same characters much later in his life. 
They are not open to the revelation of God in this child.  
Imagine how disappointed the wise men might have felt 
when they found a poor child born in a simple house in-
stead of a mighty king. But they are open to the revela-
tion of God and bow down before him. The expensive 
gifts of the wise men are highly symbolic: gold was pre-
sented to kings; frankincense was offered to God; and 
myrrh was used in anointing for burial. Thus they refer to 
the kingship of Jesus, his divinity and his salvific death.  
 
•In what ways do you recognise the divine in the  
ordinary?  
 
•How long have you been on your journey and how much 
progress have you made?  (Summit) 

COVID PROTOCOLS GIVEN TO US BY THE  
DEPT OF HEALTH AND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF  
MELBOURNE STIPULATE THAT WE CAN NOW ALL 
GATHER TOGETHER BUT WE MUST STILL USE 
THE QR CODE TO ENTER THE CHURCH  

 
 
 
 

Saturday 1 January 2022—Mary, the Holy Mother   
10am Mass St Anthony’s  
Vigil Masses for Epiphany of the Lord  
5pm Mass Holy Spirit  
6pm Mass St Anthony’s  
Sunday 2 January   
9am Mass Italian  - St Anthony’s  
10am Holy Spirit  
11am    St Anthony’s 
 

THERE WILL BE NO MORNING MASSES 
UNTIL  

TUESDAY 25th January 2022  and  
AND NO 

6PM SATURDAY NIGHT MASS AT  
ST ANTHONY’S   

UNTIL  
22nd January 2022…… 

 
 

Making connections   
Opportunities for personal prayer  
 
•What is leading you on your journey towards 
Jesus?  
•What gifts do you bring to Jesus?  
•Spend time this week reflecting on the new road 
you have taken?  
How has it changed the way you act or think?  
In what ways do you encounter the Christ child 
in your life?  
•‘The sight of the star filled them with delight.’ 
Share your own stories of times of pure delight in 
your life.  
•Use today’s collect as your prayer this week: 
May the splendor of your majesty, O Lord, we 
pray, shed its light upon our hearts, that we may 
pass through the shadows of this world and 
reach the brightness of our eternal home.   
 
Sharing the tradition   
The feast of the Epiphany came to be celebrated 
about the fourth century and has always been a 
very important feast, especially in the Eastern 
Rites. One of the biggest problems faced by the 
early Church was the realisation that even those 
who were not Jewish were invited to faith in Je-
sus as Lord. Even though his roots were in Juda-
ism, Jesus was of significance to all people who 
seek the truth.  (Summit)  Calls to the Parish office, please call 94128439 first and leave a  

message and then in an emergency also call  0432576500 or email  
hosan@cam.org.au  



 

The Parish of Holy Spirit and St Anthony’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of  
children, young people and vulnerable people in our community. May our message be that child protection and the dignity of every  
person is the responsibility of every adult. You can find out more about the Church’s work in this area at: www.catholic.org.au/
responseandprevention OR contact the child safety representatives of our Parish—Margaret Harrington, Pauline Egan, Fran Adamopoulos 
and Max Gomez.   
 

HOW YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE PARISH  
CDF if continuously looking to improve its service and client support and with Christ-
mas fast approaching they are  
introducing an easier way for parishioners to support our parish with a new CDF pay 
QR code.  This  QR code is unique to St Anthony, Alphington and Holy Spirit, Thornbury 
East and will give parishioners direct access to our CDF pay web page. To make a pay-
ment, parishioners simply scan our CDF pay QR code on display in the foyer of the 
Church with their mobile phone and follow a few easy steps.   We thank you for your 
support of the parish in this way.   

 
Pat Shannon has moved into care at BlueCross Ivanhoe she is well but decided with her family that she 
needed a little bit extra care….   If you would like to visit she would love it.  Please call first to see if lock-
down restrictions have lifted.   We pray for God’s Blessings on Pat as she enters a new phase of her her 
life…….. 
 
Thank you for your generosity  and your work……... 
We had a giving tree at St Anthony’s and a small raffle at our volunteers thank you dinner for the Asylum 
Seekers support group and raised $630 a great effort thankyou.  Laxmi Fonseca 
 

On behalf of all those families we assisted with Christmas hampers, the Holy Spirit/St Marys Vinnies  
conference would like to thank all parishioners who donated money and food items via the Giving Tree. We 
again had a generous response which enabled us to provide 23 hampers to local families. This number was a 
little down on previous years but we were still very busy on Christmas eve packing and delivering the  
hampers. Solid work by 14 workers ensured we had the job finished in around 3 hours. Of these 14 people, 7 
were non Vinnies members and of those 7, 4 were first time helpers. It is always great to see a few new faces. 
Again, thanks to all.  Brendon Leverett  
 

Also we would like to thank everyone who made our churches look so beautiful for the Christmas  
celebrations, the flower ladies, the cleaners, the sacristans, those who set up the nativity scenes, the choirs 
and musicians who always add the beauty of the occasion.   Well done, parishioners are slowly returning to 
our churches and I am sure they felt the welcoming atmosphere at both churches over the weekend. 
 

We would like to thank Kevin and Katrina Jansz and their team who co ordinated the Nativity Play at Holy 
Spirit on Christmas Eve.  It was again a wonderful event with children, musicians and parishioners  
re-enacting the birth of Jesus.  Thank you  

 

Stay Connected via our Social Media  
Web Page—http://hosan.org.au  Facebook—http://www.facebook.com/hosanorgau  YouTube— http://
www.youtube.com/c/IreneuszCzech   Twitter—@ic_sds 

Parish Telephone Prayer Group:  
Call in:  Tuesday at 11.30am. Cost of a local call.  

Call-in number:  a) 07-5660 6012  b) access code : 722762 # .  Cost of a local call. 



 
Christmas Message, - Fr Ireneusz  
 

Dear Parishioners, School Communities,  Friends and Visitors!  
 
Every year on Christmas Day we express our wishes to each other  and exchange gifts.  
 
What are your expectations  for Christmas this year?  
  
What would you like to receive from God  or from your family as a gift?   
 
Of course, we have different needs but, I think, the biggest desire we all should have is to have the 
presence of Jesus in our lives.    
 
We need the Saviour to be a part of our existence on earth.  
 
Not only that; we need him to be the Lord of our lives and of our homes.    
 
May He truly be alive through our words  and actions during this beautiful season.   
 
Let us be peacemakers and bring reconciliation to our families and friends.    
 
Please feel welcome as your join us in  celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ!   
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you  in God’s loving presence.  I wish you a truly happy Christmas.   
 
You are in my prayers.  Fr Ireneusz   

******************** 
FAREWELL MESSAGE 
Dear Parishioners, 
My time in the parish comes to an end. I would like to thank you for all the love and care you 
have shown me over the past three years. Also, I would like to express my appreciation for 
your support offered to all the Salvatorians, who served you in the past five years.  
I am taking with me a lot of great memories, which have been enjoyable and enriching in many 
ways. As I always pray for my past, present and future parishioners, you will be in my heart for 
the rest of my life. I humbly ask for your prayerful support as well.  
Have a happy Christmas season and a great new year 2022!  
In Christ the Saviour                   Fr Ireneusz Czech SDS 

***************************************** 
 

Thank you Fr Ireneusz  
 

We farewelled Fr Ireneusz at the  
volunteers dinner last week and gave him a gift 

from the parish for his time with us over the 
past three years.  

Though the past two years have been a difficult 
time for us all we thank him for his work,  

prayers and support during this time.   
We wish him well for 2022 and beyond. 


