8 March 2026

3rd Sunday of Lent, Year A

St Jobn Bosco Parish Nidodrie

Violet is the colour of repentance

Contact Us

Parish Priest

Fr David Cartwright

T: 9337 9994

E: Niddrie@cam.org.au

Dear friends, W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
This week we hear the very rich Gospel from St John recalling the encounter of the 29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042
Samaritan woman with Jesus at the well. The encounter and the Gospel words are very Parish Office

rich in meaning. St Augustine wrote a very beautful treatise about this. A few excerpts Charles Meneze, Secretary

may be helpful for your reflection: *.....She (the Samaritan woman) came in ignorance, she Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

1966-2026
Celebrating 60 years

found Christ, and He enters into conversation with her. We must then recognise Pray With Us
ourselves in her words and her person, and with her give our own thanks to God. She
found faith in Christ, who was using her as a symbol to teach us what was to come...". Mass Times
Diocesan Synod 2026 From: www.melbournecatholic.org.au Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Today, on the third Sunday of Lent, Archbishop Comensoli will formally convoke a Synod Saturday: spm Vigil Mass
for the Archdiocese of Melbourne. The synod calls the Melbourne Church to journey Sunday: 10.30am Mass
together in communion, participation and mission, echoing Pope Francis’ vision of a Reconciliation (Confession)
‘listening Church’ (Evangelii Gaudium, §31). Saturday 4.30pm
There are three themes about which the church of Melbourne is being invited to discern:  First Friday 9am, or any time on request

young discipleship Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

missionary leadership

formation and participation.
The synod assembly will be held across the weekend of 4-6 December 2026. Over these
next months, a range of opportunities will be available for Melbourne Catholics to be part Benediction
of the consultation process toward the synod. In the meantime, further information can First Friday after 9.30am Mass
be accessed at melbournecatholic.org/synod2026.
In the synodal Church ‘the whole community, in the free and rich diversity of its
members, is called together to pray, listen, analyse, dialogue, discern and offer advice on
taking pastoral decisions (ITC 68) for mission’ (Final Document, §87).
Parish Mission Team
Our Parish Mission Team (Pastoral Council) met last Wednesday evening. Among the
items we discussed were:
-Preparations for Easter; Parish Financial situation; Lenten season activities; 60"
anniversary of the church; parishioner engagement and involvement; social activities.
Following on from these discussions, two concrete proposals were formed:
Form a dedicated group for the 60" anniversary celebrations and events leading up to it.
Invite parishioners to be involved in arranging social activities for the parish.

Next week there will be two sheets at the back of the church for anyone to :
express your interest in helping with the 60™ anniversary celebrations
express your interest in helping with a regular morning tea or supper after Mass. We would like Weekend Mass in the narthex.
to do this every month or two on a regular basis. Direct Credits can also be made:
Please give some prayerful consideration to what you might be willing to help with.
Parish Financial Support
Thank you to those who offered opinions, suggestions and support following last week’s
bulletin with the financial situation of the parish. In answer to some questions, the best
form of support is a regular contribution (either by EFT or tap and go or envelopes) from
those who are able to assist in any way. A regular contribution helps the parish to budget
and will support the current viability of the parish. Please email or telephone the parish
office if you would like to contribute on a regular basis (niddrie@cam.org.au)
Lenten Prayer Campaign

This week you are invited to spiritually adopt a person for the season of Lent to bring
to Mass in your heart and prayer each weekend for a particular purpose. This week, try
to get to an extra Mass for them. We may not always see the results of our prayers in
the way that we wish, but we know that no prayer goes unanswered. Our prayer is an

expression of our dependence and trust in the Lord.
The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Baptisms
1* Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick

Please contact the presbytery

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office.

Tap and Go machines are available at the

Presbytery Account (1* collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)
- BSB:083 -347 Acc No.: 6616 52479

Parish Account (2™ collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347 AccNo.: 6568 74974

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or
the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue
the work of the Gospel.

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Parish News

The Daily readings for Mass are now accessible on the parish website.
Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook:
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults
New to the Faith? Want to Know More?
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception

in the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.
Lenten Timetable

Tuesdays of Lent: (10.3; 17.3; 24.3; 31.3)
- Adoration and Confessions 6.30pm-6.5o0pm, Mass 7pm
Thursdays of Lent: Adoration 8.30am- 9.20am
Fridays of Lent: Stations of the Cross 7pm in the church
Sundays of Lent: Confessions 10-10.20am
Wednesday 25 March 6.30-7.15pm: Adoration and confessions
(visiting priest available)
EASTER TIMETABLE
Palm Sunday
Saturday 28 March:
- 4.30pm Confessions spm Vigil Mass.
Sunday 29 March:
- 10.30 am: Blessing of Palms, Procession and Mass
Holy Thursday - 2 April
- 10am: Confessions
- 7pm: Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper
Adoration until gpm
Good Friday - 3 April
- 10am: Confessions
- 11am: Stations of the Cross
- 3pm: Celebration of the Lord's Passion
Holy Saturday - 4 April
- 10am: Confessions
- 6pm: Solemn Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday - 5 April

- 10.30am: Easter Day Mass
Easter Raffle

Tickets for our Easter Raffle are now on sale:
$2 per ticket or 3 tickets for s5
Thank you for the support of the Easter Raffle. this will enable us to
cover the expenses of Easter (holy water bottles, candle cups etc) as
well as the two new Bay trees outside the main doors of the church.

Next Saturday 14 March we will welcome the school students

and families to the spm Mass and after Mass the new school
leaders will be commissioned.

Our Liturgical Life
What is the Mass

The basic “shape” of the ritual of the Mass can be described as a
meal. This is not to say it is “just another meal” or that we are
ignoring the Mass as sacrifice. Not at all.
When friends gather for a meal, they sit and talk. Eventually they
move to the table, say grace, pass the food and eat and drink,
and finally take their leave and go home. On our walk through
the Mass, we will follow this same map: we will see ritual acts of
1) gathering, 2) storytelling, 3) meal sharing, and 4)

commissioning. sdcatholic.org

Our Spiritual Life
How do | pray?
Catholics pray in different ways. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church names three major expressions of prayer: vocal prayer,
meditative prayer, and contemplative prayer.
From www.rcsouthwark.co.uk

The parish office will be closed on Monday 9 March, due to

the public holiday. We will reopen on Wednesday 11 March.
Anointing Mass.

The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be

administered on Thursday 26 March at the 9.30am Mass. The

Church offers this Sacrament to those who are serioulsy ill

or of advanced age.

A WARM WELCOME TO NEW PARISIONERS
Please let us know that you have joined our
community and if there is anything we can do for you.
Are you new to our Parish?

Need Thanksgiving en-.-elapes“f"

Would like a home visit and house blessing? _
Please complete the details below and place in the
collection plate at Mass or send to the Parish office.
Name:

FPhone:

Address:

To existing parishioners: if you would like to
contribute on a regular basis using the envelopes,
please complete the above. Thank you.

Stewardship

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.

Those who are sick

community
Recently Deceased

The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc.

Last week:

1% collection: $994

2" collection: $1,889

You can also donate to our Presbytery

Maugeri; Sam Cimino

beauty of inner grace.

We recall in Prayer

All the recently deceased in our community
Anniversaries and Remembrances

Ampelio Marin; Gerald Lopes; Gladys Nin;
Maureen Grebien; Betty Riley; Antony

Thought for the Week
No cosmetic for the face can compare with the [i#

Wisdom of the Saints
Saint Claude la Colombiere: “My Jesus, let me live in

We pray for all the sick in our parish your heart and pour all my bitterness into it, where it will

be utterly consumed.”
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http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/
https://melbournecatholic.org/synod2026

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming
when you will worship the Father

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You worship what you do not know;

we worship what we know;

for salvation comes from the Jews.

already —

Father in spirit and truth:
that is the kind of worshipper
the Father wants.
God is spirit,
and those who worship
must worship in spirit and truth.’

longer believe because of what you told us; we

he really is the saviour of the world.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
Longer form 4:5-42

HOMILY

| believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of Ged,
born of the Father before all ages,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:by the power of the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is adored and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins,
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

: PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Be pleased, O Lord, with these sacrificial
. offerings, and grant that we who beseech

¢ pardon for our own sins, may take care to
forgive our neighbour. Through Christ our
© Lord.

But the hour will come — in fact it is here R. Amen.

- THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

when true worshippers will worship the © p Ty [ord be with you.

© R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
: R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: R. It is right and just.
The woman said to him, ‘I know that PREFACE OF 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT

. . . . . : After the Preface, we sing or say:
Messiah — that is, Christ — is coming; and : \fe f 8 24

when he comes he will tell us everything.” ‘1 - All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

who am speaking to you,” said Jesus ‘I am he.’ Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

i Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

Many Samaritans of that town had believed who comes in the name of the Lord.

in him on the strength of the woman’s . Hosanna in the highest.

testimony when she said, ‘He told me all I :

: THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

have ever done,” so, when the Samaritans :

came up to him, they begged him to stay with | P- The mystery of faith.

them. He stayed for two days, and when he i All: Save us, Saviour of the world,

spoke to them many more came to believe; : for by your Cross and Resurrection

and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no : YOU have set us free.

o eard 1 oo e 2 COMMUNION RITE
AVE e M OUISEvEs and we Khow tha © P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

divine teaching, we dare to say:

i All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

i All: For the kingdom, the power and the
i glory are yours now and for ever.

- P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

¢ R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
© R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

. LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
i of the world, have mercy on us.

: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

¢ the world, have mercy on us.

© Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

. the world, grant us peace.

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION :
i P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
: takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
- those called to the supper of the Lamb.

i R. Lord, I am not worthy

¢ that you should enter under my roof,

¢ but only say the word

- and my soul shall be healed.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread For anyone who drinks _it’ says the. Lor.d,
. : the water I shall give will become in him
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to : . . R

i a spring welling up to eternal life.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Jn 4:13-14

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

. P. As we receive the pledge of things yet
hidden in heaven and are nourished while
¢ still on earth with the Bread that comes from :
¢ on high, we humbly entreat you, O Lord,
¢ that what is being brought about in us in
¢ mystery may come to true completion.
Through Christ our Lord.

¢ R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

¢ P. The Lord be with ysou.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

i the Father, and the Son, % and the Holy Spirit.
© R. Amen.

i P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

. R. Thanks be to God.

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

FOR WHAT DO WE THIRST?

The first two Sundays of Lent are
from Matthew’s Gospel, the Gospel
of this liturgical year. They recall
Jesus’ temptation (Mt 4: 1-11) and his
experience of being transfigured (Mt 17:
1-9). For the remaining Sundays of Lent,
we listen to John’s Gospel. These Sundays
will explore the central religious and
theological questions especially relevant
for contemporary disciples in their Lenten
journey: For what do we truly thirst
(today’s Gospel)? How might our eyes be
opened to Jesus (next Sunday)? What is
the life for which we deeply desire (the
final Sunday of Lent)?

In today’s Gospel a Samaritan woman
comes to a well at noon—the brightest
moment of the day—and encounters
the source of Light, Jesus. She comes to
draw water and only later realises that
she has met the one who can quench her
deepest spiritual thirst. The whole scene
is replete with theological symbolism, a
characteristic of John, as Jesus invites the
woman to explore the depths of her thirst
that only he can address. We learn that
she has had several ‘husbands’. This is not
an admission of the woman’s adventurous
liaisons, as many commentators have
interpreted, but an acknowledgement
of her attraction to the ‘husbands’ (the
‘Baals’) of religions that are ‘not her own’.
She is looking for the true one from God,
not these other counterfeits.

Jesus reveals himself to her: He is the
‘1 AM’, the Old Testament name for
God. Through him the woman comes to
encounter the Sacred and sets her on a
journey back to her townspeople. Like
the woman, we, too, thirst, for God and
for a deeper religious life as we journey
through Lent.

FRrR MICHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT / A

THE WATER OF LIFE. Jesus is the saviour of the world. In today’s Gospel he offers
the water of life to a Samaritan woman who, in turn, becomes the first missionary of
Jesus. She hurries to tell the people of her town about him. We, who have received
the life of God in baptism, are also called to be missionaries by inviting others to

come and see Jesus.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 24:15-16
My eyes are always on the Lord, for he
rescues my feet from the snare. Turn to

and poor.

GREETING

and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R. And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
Amen.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

FeR< PR

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT

P. O God, author of every mercy and

of all goodness, who in fasting, prayer and
almsgiving have shown us a remedy for sin,
look graciously on this confession of our
lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by our
conscience, may always be lifted up by your
mercy. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING

A reading from the book of Exodus
Give us water to drink.

Ex 17:3-7

Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to
¢ deal with this people?” he said. ‘A little more
and they will stone me!” The Lord said to
© Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders

me and have mercy on me, for I am alone ¢ of Israel and move on to the forefront of
, :

- the people; take in your hand the staff with
: which you struck the river, and go. I shall :

be standing before you there on the rock, at

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water :

¢ will flow from it for the people to drink.” This | GOSPEL

is what Moses did, in the sight of the elders P. The Lord be with you.
i of Israel. The place was named Massah and : . ..

: . . ¢ R. And with your spirit.
i Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons P. A readine f the holv G | di
i of Israel and because they put the Lord to the : reading trom the Roly Lospel according

i test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps94:1-2, 6-9.R.v. 8
R. If today you hear his voice, harden
i not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; / hail

i the rock who saves us. / Let us come before
him, giving thanks, / with songs let us hail

¢ the Lord. R.

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; / let us

i kneel before the God who made us/ for he is

- our God and we / the people who belong to his
pasture, / the flock that is led by his hand. R.
¢ 3. O that today you would listen to his voice! /
- ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, / as on
¢ that day at Massah in the desert / when your

- fathers put me to the test; / when they tried

¢ me, though they saw my work.” R.

. SECOND READING
© A reading from the letter of St Paul to the

{ Romans

i The love of God has been poured into our hearts
¢ by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.

Rom 5:1-2, 5-8

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

: GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

8 MaARrcH 2026

cf. Jn 4:42, 15

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus

Christ! / Lord, you are truly the Saviour
of the world; / give me living water, that
I may never thirst again. / Glory to you,

¢ Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Jn 4:4-5, 19-26, 39-42

i to John.

¢ R. Glory to you, O Lord.

i The water that I shall give will turn into a
spring of eternal life.

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called
¢ Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus,
¢ tired by the journey, sat straight down by
¢ the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a
Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus
¢ said to her, ‘Give me a drink.” His disciples
© had gone into the town to buy food. The
i Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? You
are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a
¢ drink?” — Jews, in fact, do not associate with
- Samaritans. Jesus replied:

‘If you only knew what God is offering
and who it is that is saying to you:

Give me a drink,

you would have been the one to ask,

and he would have given you living water.’

“You have no bucket, sir,” she answered

¢ ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this
living water? Are you a greater man than our
' ¢ father Jacob who gave us this well and drank
¢ Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are
judged righteous and at peace with God, since
Cit s by faith and through Jesus that we have
- entered this state of grace in which we can
© boast about looking forward to God’s glory.
- This hope is not deceptive, because the love
- of God has been poured into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit which has been given us. We were
- still helpless when at his appointed moment
¢ Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to :
¢ die even for a good man - though of course :

¢ “Sir,” said the woman, ‘give me some of that

: for someone really worthy, a man might be © water, so that I may never get thirsty and

- prepared to die — but what proves that God | . e have to come here again to draw water.

Tormented by thirst, the people complained loves us is that Christ died for us while we :

against Moses. “Why did you bring us out of were still sinners.
Egypt?” they said. ‘Was it so that I should :

die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’

from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’

Jesus replied:

‘Whoever drinks this water

will get thirsty again;

but anyone who drinks the water that I
shall give

will never be thirsty again:

the water that I shall give

will turn into a spring inside him, welling
up to eternal life.’

¢ I see you are a prophet, sir’ said the woman.
© “‘Our fathers worshipped on this mountain,
while you say that Jerusalem is the place
¢ where one ought to worship.” Jesus said:



