
 First Reading  
 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus 
Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents. 

The Lord honours the father in his children, 
and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, 
he who honours his mother is like someone amassing 
a fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy; with 
children of his own, 
he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 
Long life comes to him who honours his father, 
he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience 
to the Lord. 
 
My son, support your father in his old age, 
do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, 
do not despise him in your health and strength; 
for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten 
but will serve as reparation for your sins. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

R. Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in 
his ways. 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. R. 

Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. R. 

Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! R. 
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Second Reading  
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
Concerning the Christian life in the world. 

You are God's chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in  
kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a  
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them 
together and complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for 
this that you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in 
all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; and never say or 
do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them with 
gentleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, 
never drive your children to resentment or you will make them feel frustrated. 

Gospel  
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. 

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 'Get up, take 
the child and his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because Herod 
intends to search for the child and do away with him.' So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his 
mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what 
the Lord had spoken through the prophet: 
 I called my son out of Egypt. 

After Herod's death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 'Get up, take 
the child and his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child 
are dead'. So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel. 
But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go 
there, and being warned in a dream he left for the region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called  
Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the prophets were to be fulfilled: 
 He will be called a Nazarene. 
 
© Liturgia  2025 

 

       
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, 
and the fullness of his message live with-
in you. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel Acclamation 



        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 EVENTS THIS COMING WEEK: 28 Dec 25 to 4 Jan 26 

 
 

        Sun            28 Dec 10:30am    Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte 
       Tues           30 Dec          No Mass  
  Sun             4 Jan   10:30am    Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte 

                
 
 

    NEWS FROM ST GERARD’S/ST ANNE’S PARISH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Reaching out in Prayer, Hospitality and Action                              

 

             Committed to a Child Safe Environment  
           Private Mailbox:  parkorchards.safeguarding@cam.org.au  

 

 
   The Parish of St Gerard & St Anne acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land. 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSTER: December 2025 

 

CHANGES TO MASS TIMES IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
• 9:00am Tuesday at St Gerard’s—last Mass for 2025 is 23 December. First Mass for 

2026 is 3rd February. 
• 5:00pm Sunday at Holy Spirit Chapel—last Mass for 2025 is 21 December. First 

Mass for 2026 is 1 February. 

Date Reader Commentator Morning Tea Welcomers Flowers  

28 Dec Anita Lynch Saskia Harris Anita  Lynch Barbara Young Sue Waugh 

Strawberry Fair Plant stall 
The beautiful weather has finally arrived and  with the warmth and 
rain, the garden is springing to life. Calling all garden lovers and 
green thumbs to start  propagating for the Strawberry Fair plant 
stall!  
Ellen is coordinating again and  would love to hear from anyone 
who has any ideas or would like to help in any way with plant 
stall!  Call 0404 357 023 

STRAWBERRY 
FAIR 

Rosters during January 2026—we will need volunteers on the day for all tasks during January  
HOWEVER we need to be a bit more organised for morning tea. Can you please let Michelle know 
as soon as feasible if you are able to provide morning tea on Sunday 4th or 18th or 25th January 
(NB: this is a long weekend). Caterina has volunteered for Sunday 11th January.  
 
Parish Office—the Office will be closed from 3:30pm Christmas Eve, re-opening 2nd January 2026. 

Wishing each of you a happy and Holy Christmas and a wonderful 2026. 

Repairs to St Gerard’s roof: Update 
 

A repairer has been engaged and we are waiting for them to advise the date on which the repairs 
will be carried out.  
 
We continue to do our best to catch the drips in the meantime. 



 What is this hope we wish each other? 

When we wish someone a ‘Happy Christmas’, there’s a quiet gift that comes with those words. Hope is that gift. 

We are saying, I hope that you and those you love may be well, whatever your circumstances. 

‘Happy Christmas’ is more than a seasonal greeting. It’s a small ritual of kindness that says, ‘I want what is good 

for you, even if life is imperfect.’ 

Hope is a kind of glue. It binds our relationships together across time. At Christmas especially, hope takes on a 

gentle but persistent strength—the belief that peace and joy are possible, even in difficulty. 

For children, hope at this time of year looks like anticipation: presents, surprises, family moments. It is immediate 

and tangible. 

For us adults, especially parents, hope often becomes an intentional responsibility: the desire to provide, to make 

each day a blessing, even under pressure. 

For grandparents, and those gone before us, hope is often about peace, endurance and unity. They cherish what 

they have, knowing how fragile life can be. 

In our Christian life, hope goes far deeper. It is not merely a feeling; it has become enfleshed in a person. Our 

hope has a name: Jesus Christ, Emmanuel—God-with-us. 

At Christmas, we remember not only the child in Bethlehem but the God who came through to us and for us, and 

who continues to do so. 

This is hope beyond optimism. It is a light the darkness cannot overcome. Christian hope is the light of the world. 

The birth of Jesus is part of each of our stories. His coming assures us that this broken world is still destined for 

goodness and beauty. 

In your challenges, burdens and suffering, take heart: God’s love and peace are truly present for all who thirst for 

him. 

So, when someone wishes you a ‘happy Christmas’ in the Christian sense, they offer more than goodwill. They 

offer a gift: You are not alone. Hope is real—today and every day. 

I wish you and your families a joyful and hope-filled Christmas. 

—Archbishop Peter A Comensoli 


