
Parish News      
The Daily readings for Mass are now accessible on the parish website. 

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook: 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults

New to the Faith? Want to Know More? 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception
in the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.   

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:
 

Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 - BSB:083 -347          Acc No.: 6616 52479   
                                                                   

Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347  AccNo.: 6568 74974

nd

                                                                                  

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or

the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue

the work of the Gospel. 

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Pray With Us 

A WORD FROM
THE PASTOR . .

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

Last week:
1  collection: $1,200st

2  collection: $1,911nd

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery 

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

We recall in Prayer
Those who are sick
We pray for all the sick in our parish
community
Recently Deceased
All the recently deceased in our
community
Anniversaries and Remembrances
Adrian Malouf; Ernst Wegel

Contact Us

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday: Adrian Malouf 1  anniversary st

Thursday: for the elderly of the parish
Friday:  For peace in the Middle East
Saturday: Lenten prayer campaign
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

Stewardship

Wisdom of the Saints
Saint Bonaventure: “God created all things
not to increase his glory, but to show it forth
and to communicate it.”

Thought for the Week
He who WAITS on the Lord will not be crushed by the
WEIGHTS of adversity.

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 
Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm
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Our Spiritual Life
Vocal Prayer

Most Catholics learn traditional prayers from the time they were
young. These normally include the Sign of the Cross, the Hail
Mary, the Lord’s Prayer, and grace before meals. Many of our
diocesan primary schools teach a prayer for morning offering.
Over time many people learn other prayers, such as the
Memorare, a prayer asking Mary, the Mother of God, to pray for
us in our time of need.                        From www.rcsouthwark.co.uk 

Our Liturgical Life
Genuflection

In medieval Europe, it was a custom to go down on one knee (to
genuflect) before a king or person of rank. This practice gradually
entered the Church and people began to genuflect to the
presence of Christ in the tabernacle before entering the pew. If
the tabernacle is not located in the sanctuary, it is proper for
members of the assembly to express their reverence for the altar
by bowing to it before entering the pew.                     sdcatholic.org 

       

Lenten Timetable
Tuesdays of Lent: (24.3; 31.3)
   -  Adoration and Confessions 6.30pm-6.50pm, Mass 7pm
Thursdays of Lent: Adoration 8.30am- 9.20am 
 Fridays of Lent:  Stations of the Cross 7pm in the church
Sundays of Lent:  Confessions 10am - 10.20am
Wednesday 25 March 6.30pm-7.15pm:  Adoration and confessions

(There will be a visiting priest as well for confessions this night)

Easter Raffle 
Tickets for our Easter Raffle are now on sale before and after weekend Masses 

$2 per ticket or 3 tickets for $5
 Thank you for the support of the Easter Raffle. this will enable us to cover the expenses of

Easter (holy water bottles, candle cups etc) as well as the two new Bay trees outside the
main doors of the church.  There are many prizes to choose from and tickets can be

purchased before or after weekend Masses. Thank you to our generous prize donors. The
Raffle will be drawn on the 2 Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, 12  April, after the

10.30am Mass.  

nd th

Lenten Prayer Campaign
This week you are invited to spiritually adopt a person for the season of Lent to bring to
Mass in your heart and prayer each weekend for a particular purpose. This week, try to
read the Gospel for ten minutes.  We may not always see the results of our prayers in the
way that we wish, but we know that no prayer goes unanswered. Our prayer is an
expression of our dependence and trust in the Lord. 

Dear friends,
You will notice the covering of the statues and images when you enter the church this
weekend. Traditionally, this Sunday, the 5  Sunday of Lent, was known as ‘Passion
Sunday’. as distinct from Palm Sunday next weekend. The covering of images is a physical
reminder that we are invited to look a bit further inside oursleves and turn away from
exterior things as we approach the ‘sharp end’ of Lent. In particular it is the time that we
might prepare especaially for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in preparation for Easter.
There are some extra times for the Sacrament in the Lenten timetable, In addition, we
will welcome Fr Trevor Tibbertsma from the seminary who will be available in the church
for confessions on Wednesday evening from 6.30pm-7.15pm, as well as myself. During this
time there will also be quiet Eucharistic Adoration. If you find that there are no times that
suit you, please don’t hesitate to contact me to make a mutually convenient time that I
can assist you. A reminder that there are some ‘how to go to confession’ brochures
outside the confessional if you need any help to prepare. 

th

Palm Sunday
Next Sunday is Palm Sunday and we will have the Blessing of Palms and Procession at the
Sunday 10.30am Mass. Please assemble outside the main doors of the church before
Mass for the Blessing and Procession. Any donations of palm branches are appreciated.
Light into the City
Last Tuesday the Archbishop launched ‘Light into the City’- an appeal for the necessary
repairs to the cathedral, as well as renovation of the cathedral precinct. More details can
be seen at www.lightintothecity.org.au
Easter Music
If you would like to assist with singing for the Easter ceremonies (Thursday, Friday and
Saturday night), please see Fr David or contact the Parish Office. All ages and levels of
experience welcome!

EASTER TIMETABLE
Palm Sunday

    Saturday 28 March:
      - 4.30pm Confessions   5pm Vigil Mass.

   Sunday 29 March: 
      - 10.30 am: Blessing of Palms, Procession and Mass

Holy Thursday - 2 April
 - 10am: Confessions

 - 7pm: Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper-Adoration until 9pm
Good Friday - 3 April
 - 10am: Confessions

 - 11am: Stations of the Cross
 - 3pm: Celebration of the Lord's Passion

Divine Mercy Novena commences
Holy Saturday - 4 April
 - 10am: Confessions

 - 6pm: Solemn Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday - 5 April

 - 10.30am: Easter Day  Mass

Anointing Mass. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be administered
on Thursday 26 March at the 9.30am Mass. The Church offers
this Sacrament to those who are seriously  ill or of advanced age. 

Baptisms
This weekend we welcome Lily, who is to become a member of the
Church through Baptism. Let us make her welcome and pray for her
and her parents and godparents.

Reflection Day with Sr Connie in preparation for Easter
Tuesday 24  March, 10am - 3pm in the Pastoral Center at St
Martin de Porres, Avondale Heights. 

th

Please bring your own lunch. All welcome. 

Divine Mercy Novena
Commences Good Friday (3 April) after Stations of the Cross at 11am.
· Holy Saturday (4 April): Rosary & Novena Prayers at 9am; 10am Confessions
· Easter Sunday (5 April): Rosary & Novena at 9am, followed by Easter Mass at 10.30am.
· Easter Monday (6 April) – Saturday 11 April: 
Each day: Rosary at 9am, Mass at 9.30am, followed by Novena. Confessions available:
9am to 9.20am.
· Divine Mercy Sunday (12 April): Rosary & Novena at 9am, followed by Mass at 10.30am;
Confessions available: 9am to 9.20am. Drawing of Easter Raffle after 10.30am Mass

Morning Tea last Wednesday after Mass
If you would like to assist in helping with a morning tea or

supper occasionally on the weekend, please put your
name on the sheet in the foyer! We would like to expand

the hospitality ministry of the parish. 

http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/


OUR SOURCE OF LIFE
As we come to the last Sunday of Lent, 
we celebrate the central meaning of Jesus’ 
life—his gift of life. The story involves 
Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary. 
These are Jesus’ friends who are from 
the village of Bethany. When Jesus gets 
the message about Lazarus’ dire illness, 
strangely, he does not go immediately to 
be with them but only after two days have 
passed. 

The evangelist’s words at this point link to 
the story from last Sunday: One ‘can walk 
in the daytime without stumbling because 
he has the light of this world to see by.’ 
It is this Light, Jesus, that then goes to 
Bethany, to bring the dead Lazarus to 
life. The interchange that Jesus has with 
Martha before he comes to Lazarus’ tomb 
summarises a theology which John wants 
readers to transcend. Rather than wait for 
the general resurrection at the end time, 
Jesus is ‘the resurrection and the life’ now. 
Faith in him will bring people to life. 

Space prevents a detailed examination 
of the narrative dynamic at play and the 
depths of the Gospel’s symbolism behind 
the dialogues, Jesus’ weeping, the various 
reactions to Jesus, Jesus’ command to 
Lazarus to come from the tomb and the 
order to unbind Lazarus. On this final 
Sunday in Lent our gaze is squarely on 
Jesus. He is our source of life, now and 
into eternity. Today’s Gospel invites us 
into a deeper communion with Jesus, who 
is ‘the resurrection and the life’. 

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL	
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  
Published with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS 
PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135.  
Tel 02 9394 3400  Email: sales@stpauls.com.au  Scripture 
readings taken from The Jerusalem Bible, © 1966 Hodder & 
Stoughton Ltd. All rights reserved. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. New 
translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal © 2010, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. Layout, 
commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2026. 
No 760. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. The raising of Lazarus from the dead was a 
wonderful event. His sisters were overjoyed and many people came to believe in 
Jesus. But something more wonderful happened in Jesus’ own death and resurrection. 
While Lazarus was restored to his former life, the death of Jesus produces a life that 
will last forever, a life that we receive in baptism. Let us pray for all who are to be 
baptised this Easter.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 42:1-2
Give me justice, O God, and plead my 
cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue 
me, for you, O God, are my strength.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you were lifted up to draw all 
people to yourself: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You shouldered the cross, to bear our 
suffering and sinfulness: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You open for your people the way from 
death into life: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT
P. By your help, we beseech you, Lord our 
God, may we walk eagerly in that same 
charity with which, out of love for the world, 
your Son handed himself over to death. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Ezek 37:12-14
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live.

The Lord says this: I am now going to open 
your graves; I mean to raise you from your 
graves, my people, and lead you back to the 

soil of Israel. And you will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves and raise 
you from your graves, my people. And I shall 
put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I 
shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done 
this – it is the Lord who speaks.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 129. R. v. 7

R. With the Lord there is mercy  
and fullness of redemption.

1.  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, / 
Lord, hear my voice! / O let your ears be 
attentive / to the voice of my pleading.  R.
2.  If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, / 
Lord, who would survive? / But with you is 
found forgiveness: / for this we revere you.  R.
3.  My soul is waiting for the Lord, / I count 
on his word. / My soul is longing for the 
Lord / more than watchman for daybreak. / 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak  / and 
Israel on the Lord.)  R.
4.  Because with the Lord there is mercy / 
and fullness of redemption, / Israel indeed he 
will redeem / from all its iniquity.  R.

SECOND READING	 Rom 8:8-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, then he will give life to 
your own mortal bodies.

People who are interested only in unspiritual 
things can never be pleasing to God. Your 
interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, 
but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God 
has made his home in you. In fact, unless you 
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not 
belong to him. Though your body may be 
dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you 
then your spirit is life itself because you have 
been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, 
then he who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies through 
his Spirit living in you.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Jn 11:25, 26 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the resurrection and the life, says 

the Lord;
whoever believes in me will not die for ever.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL	 Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
I am the resurrection and the life.

The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the 
message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end 
not in death but in God’s glory, and through 
it the Son of God will be glorified.’

  Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was 
ill he stayed where he was for two more days 
before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 
Judaea.’ 

  On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had 
been in the tomb for four days already. When 
Martha heard that Jesus had come she went 
to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been 
here, my brother would not have died, but 
I know that, even now, whatever you ask of 
God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said 
Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, 
‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection 
on the last day.’ Jesus said:

‘I am the resurrection and the life.
If anyone believes in me, even though he 

dies he will live,
and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die.
Do you believe this?

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to 
come into this world.’
  Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that 
came straight from the heart, ‘Where have 
you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how 
much he loved him!’ But there were some who 
remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind 
man, could he not have prevented this man’s 
death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: 
it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. 
Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said 
to him ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the 
fourth day.’ Jesus replied ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see the glory 
of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said:
  ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer.
  I knew indeed that you always hear me.
  But I speak
  for the sake of all these who stand round me,
  so that they may believe it was you who sent 

me.’
  When he had said this, he cried in a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead 
man came out, his feet and hands bound with 
bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
  Many of the Jews who had come to visit 
Mary and had seen what he did believed in 
him.
  The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Longer form, 11:1-45 

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Hear us, almighty God, and, having instilled 
in your servants the teachings of the Christian 
faith, graciously purify them by the working of 
this sacrifice. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF 5TH SUNDAY OF LENT
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Jn 11:26

Everyone who lives and believes in me 
will not die for ever, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. We pray, almighty God, that we may 
always be counted among the members of 
Christ, in whose Body and Blood we have 
communion. Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

22 March 2026Fifth Sunday of Lent / A
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	Reflection Day with Sr Connie in preparation for Easter Tuesday 24th March, 10am - 3pm in the Pastoral Center at St Martin de Porres, Avondale Heights.  Please bring your own lunch. All welcome.
	Anointing Mass.  The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be administered on Thursday 26 March at the 9.30am Mass. The Church offers this Sacrament to those who are seriously  ill or of advanced age.
	Morning Tea last Wednesday after Mass If you would like to assist in helping with a morning tea or supper occasionally on the weekend, please put your name on the sheet in the foyer! We would like to expand the hospitality ministry of the parish.
	Baptisms This weekend we welcome Lily, who is to become a member of the Church through Baptism. Let us make her welcome and pray for her and her parents and godparents.
	Stewardship
	The first collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, for retired and sick priests, parishes in need and the Archbishop.
	The second collection is for parish expenses like wages, utilities, insurance etc.
	Last week: 1st collection: $1,200 2nd collection: $1,911 You can also donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts using this QR code:
	We recall in Prayer Those who are sick We pray for all the sick in our parish community Recently Deceased All the recently deceased in our community Anniversaries and Remembrances Adrian Malouf; Ernst Wegel
	Thought for the Week He who WAITS on the Lord will not be crushed by the WEIGHTS of adversity.
	Wisdom of the Saints Saint Bonaventure: “God created all things not to increase his glory, but to show it forth and to communicate it.”



