St Martin de Porres Parish
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034

® www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights
Parish Priest: Fr. Nhan Le

Secretary:  Paula McKernan
Office Hours: 9:30am to 5pm

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm

Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol)

Phone: 9337 6016
Fax: 9337 1943
E-mail: avondaleheights@cam.org.au

St Martin de Porres School

Principal: Stefanie Harvey
Secretaries: Mary Carmuciano

Maria Aloe
Phone: 9331 9000
E-mail:

principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au
® www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au

Weekend Masses

Saturday Vigil 6:00pm

Sunday 8:00am & 9:30am

Vietnamese 11:00am
Weekday Masses

Tuesday to Friday 9:15am

Benediction Wednesday after Mass
Reconciliation Wednesday 10.00am
Saturday 5:30pm

The Augustinian Sisters

Convent: 2 Venice Court,
Avondale Heights

Phone: 9337 4595

E-mail: spinelli@bigpond.net.au

Website: WWWw.asjmoz.org

IN OUR PRAYERS

Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility.
The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the
care, wellbeing and protection of children, young
people and vulnerable people in our community.
Child protection and the dignity of every person is
the responsibility of everyone.

Sick:
Nancy Green; Peter Falzon; Claudia & Thomas;
Alex Mather; Emily & Grace; Mellisa; Rose.

Recently Deceased:

Maria Millimaci; Adam Myszka; Anne Dale;
Giuse Duong Van Trong; Fr John O'Reilly PE;
Gioakim Nguyen Ngoc Tuynh (USA): Giovanni
Costa; Maria Lam Thi Thuan; Maria Giovanna
Sofia (Italy); Giuseppe Mangiagli; Charlie
Coxhead; Fr Bruno Carrera; Vincenzo Cortese.
Anniversaries & Remembrances:

Leonardo Strano; Assunto Angelo Zaia;
Dominic Cumbo; Joseph & Consiglia Grima;
Emmanuel, Teresa & Menu Sammut; Francis
& Bernarda Grima; John & Tonina Darmanin;
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Victor Apap;
Carmelo & Rita De Bono; Charlie Sciberras;
Victor Micallef; Charlie Galea.

Parish Support Programme:
Pledge: $2,588 Received: $1,690
Shortfall: $898 Loose: $901
Presbytery: $1,460

Contributing to the Collections
You may wish to use the QR code

Devotion to Divine Mercy

if you have left your cash at home. i
A ) )

h Mondays 2:30pm in the church.

All Welcome!

Christian Meditation
Maranatha ... Come Lord Jesus
All welcome: Mondays 10 - 11am
Parent’s Room in the Church

Term 1: 24 February; 17 & 31 March.
Bible Sharing with Sr Mayla
Wednesdays 10am in St Martin's

g Pastoral Centre. All Welcome!

St Martin’s Prep Enrolments 2026
Applications Now Open

Please apply at the School Office
R or phone 9331 9000.

Radio Maria Australia
DAB: Melbourne 1 or 202.928 '@ 0
www.radiomaria.org.au

Understanding
Jubilee 2025

‘What is a jubilee?

Jubilee years are a time of newness. They
have been celebrated throughout the history
of the Church, but their roots go back to the
Old Testament, when the Israelites were
commanded to celebrate a jubilee every 50
years.

Beginning with the blowing of a ram’s horn -
the yobel, from which the word jubilee comes
- on the Day of Atonement, it was meant to be
a kind of ‘reset’ or ‘refresh’ for their
relationship with God and with each other.
Debts would be forgiven, misappropriated
land returned, slaves freed, and the land
given rest. It was a stark and dramatic
reminder for the ancient Israelites that
nothing was absolutely theirs - not even the
Promised Land.

‘... the land belongs to me,’

God told them,

‘and you are only strangers

and guests of mine’ LEV25:23

The Israelites were to live as if everything was
a grace and blessing from the God who
brought them out of Egypt.

The jubilee of Jesus

Jesus consciously used the language of
jubilee when beginning his ministry. In the
synagogue at Nazareth, he stood before the
people and read from the prophet Isaiah:

‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he
has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
release to captives, sight to the blind, to
let the oppressed go free, to proclaim a
year of the Lord’s favour’ (Lk 4:18-19).

Through his life, death, and resurrection,
what Jesus brought about was a kind of
‘ultimate jubilee’: a time of newness and
‘new creation’” (2 Cor 5:17), a time of
abundant mercy for his people until his return
in glory. The apostles saw their task as

The Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the
seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.

Amen.

Franciscus

continuing this work of Christ’s jubilee: ‘See,
now is the acceptable time; see, now is the
day of salvation’ (2 Cor 6:2).

Next Week - Jubilee in the Church

NEW PARISHIONERS
We welcome you and ask that you make

yourself known to us by completing the New
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms
under Recommended Links on our website

and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you.

@ o Mackillop Eoster Carers Wanted
Family Call 8398 6800 or go to
Services www.mackillop.org.au




Gospel Luke 6:17.20-26

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke

Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!

Jesus came down with the Twelve and
stopped at a piece of level ground where
there was a large gathering of his disciples
with a great crowd of people from all parts
of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from
the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon who
had come to hear him and to be cured of
their diseases.

Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he
said:

‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is
the kingdom of God.

Happy you who are hungry now: you shall
be satisfied.

Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.

‘Happy are you when people hate you,
drive you out, abuse you, denounce your
name as criminal, on account of the Son
of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and
dance for joy, for then your reward will be
great in heaven. This was the way their
ancestors treated the prophets.

‘But alas for you who are rich: you are
having your consolation now.
Alas for you who have your fill now: you
shall go hungry.
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall
mourn and weep.

‘Alas for you when the world speaks well
of you! This was the way their ancestors
treated the false prophets.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

Paul teaches us that, united to Christ
through faith and in baptism, we are united
in his death and resurrection. With Christ
we die to sin; with him we rise to a new life.
We cannot wait to see proof of our
transformation before we change our
actions. The proof is in the lives we live in
faith. To deny that we have died and been
raised is to deny the resurrection of Christ.
Paul insists that they cannot be separated.
The challenge is to live in and out of this
faith.

Both Jeremiah and Jesus introduce us to
such a way of living. It is a way of paradox,
a way that moves us beyond the self-
centred standards of the world. The poor,
the hungry, those who weep, and those
who are persecuted are really the ones who
are blessed. The victims of our social and
economic systems, those who have been
ravaged by war or have been made
vulnerable by life itself are the ones who, if
they place their trust in God, will be blessed
in the end. They may appear to be the
outcasts of this world, but, if they are filled
with faith, they will inherit heaven. The
wealth of this world and its pleasures are
not the blessings that we might think they
are. They can blind us to the real values of
life and prevent us from dying to the world
and living resurrected lives in Christ.

First Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
A curse on those who trust in humanity;
a blessing on those who trust in the Lord.
The Lord says this:
‘A curse on the man who puts his trust
in man,
who relies on things of flesh,
whose heart turns from the Lord.
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands:
if good comes, he has no eyes for it,
he settles in the parched places of the
wilderness,
a salt land, uninhabited.

‘A blessing on the man who puts his
trust in the Lord,

with the Lord for his hope.

He is like a tree by the waterside

that thrusts its roots to the stream:

when the heat comes it feels no alarm,

its foliage stays green;

it has no worries in a year of drought,

and never ceases to bear fruit.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm ps 1:1-4. R. Ps 39:5

(R.) Happy are they who hope in the
Lord.

1. Happy indeed is the man

who follows not the counsel of the
wicked;

nor lingers in the way of sinners

nor sits in the company of scorners,

but whose delight is the law of the Lord

and who ponders his law day and night.
(R.)
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2. He is like a tree that is planted
beside the flowing waters,
that yields its fruit in due season
and whose leaves shall never fade;
and all that he does shall prosper. (R.)

3. Not so are the wicked, not so!
For they like winnowed chaff
shall be driven away by the wind.
For the Lord guards the way of the just
but the way of the wicked leads to doom.
(R.)

Second Reading 1 corinthians 15:12,16-20
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to
the Corinthians

If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is
In vain.

If Christ raised from the dead is what has
been preached, how can some of you be
saying that there is no resurrection of the
dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ
has not been raised, and if Christ has not
been raised, you are still in your sins. And
what is more serious, all who have died in
Christ have perished. If our hope in Christ
has been for this life only, we are the most
unfortunate of all people.

But Christ has in fact been raised from the
dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen
asleep.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Lk 6:23
Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad;

your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia!
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