GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 4:17

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Chaist!

Repent, says the Lord;

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Loxd Jesus
Churist!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
F. A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Loxd.

Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.

with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to

were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent
you will all perish as they did.’

to look for fruit on this fig tree and finding

not, then you can cut it down.”’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH—Nicene Creed
|__believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisi-
ble.| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have
no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. | believe in one, holy, catho-
lic and apostolic Church.| confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

> et

i R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

i your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all

¢ his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Be pleased, O Lord, with these sacrificial
i offerings, and grant that we who beseech
Lk13:1-9 § pardon for our own sins, may take care to
; forgive our neighbour. Through Christ our
i Lord.

R. Amen.

i THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.

i R. And with your spirit.
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the !

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled R. We lift them up to the Loxd.

: P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who

suffered like that were greater sinners than

any other Galileans? They were not, I tellyou. | TREFACEI OR Il OF LENT

No; but unless you repent you will all perish After the Preface, we sing or say:

as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the | All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you
suppose that they were more guilty than all |
the other people living in Jerusalem? They :
¢ in the highest.

- THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree | P. The mystery of faith.

planted in his vineyard and he came looking : All: Save us, Saviour of the world,

for fruit on it but found none. He said to the | for by your Cross and Resurrection

man who looked after the vineyard, “Look | you have set us free.

here, for three years now I have been coming !

4 COMMUNION RITE

none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up P At the Bavionr's oo d and formued by
the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it b ching, we dave to say:

ane ore year and give me time to dig round i All: Our Fathe;:, who art in h;:aven ciaa
it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if | B Deliver vis, Tord, we prsy... .
¢ All: For the kingdom, the power and the
i glory are yours now and for ever.

i P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

¢ R. Amen,

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. It is right and just.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna

R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, vou take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, vou take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who

takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that yvou should enter under my roof,
but only say the word

and m_v. soul shall be healed.
- COMMUNION ANTIPHON

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

: swallow a nest for her young: by your
After the priest raises the paten with the bread :

. God. Blessed are they who dwell in your
house, for ever singing your praise.

¢ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

¢ P. As we receive the pledge of things yet
hidden in heaven and are nourished while

i still on earth with the Bread that comes from

cf. Ps 83:4.5
The sparrow finds a home, and the

altars, O Loxd of hosts, my King and my
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on high, we humbly entreat you, O Lord, that
i what is being brought about in us in mystery
| may come to true completion. Through

i Christ our Lord.

i R. Amen,

8 THE CONCLUDING RITES

P. The Lord be with you.
i R. And with vour spirit.

| P. May almighty God bless you,
? the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy Spirit.

R Amen.

i | P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
i R. Thanks be to God.

A CHANGE OF HEART

Last week our Lenten focus was on prayer.
This Sunday is about conversion and a
change of heart. In the first part of today’s
reading, Jesus reminds his audience that
suffering or persecution is not the result of
guilt or sin. Terrible events remind us to
have a spirit of repentance. “Repentance”
is more of an openness of heart and mind
to God, the essential and primary quality
of a disciple, and less the codified legalistic
need to address one’s infringement of
ethical or moral standards.

The second part of today’s Gospel moves
in an ecological direction. Repentance
implies ecological conversion. The parable
of the fig tree and its owner highlights the
attitude of its owner to what is grown on his
property. He sees the tree as unproductive
and therefore unable to provide a cash
retumn. The owner is greedy. Earth’s gift,
the tree, is seen as a commodity whose lack
of fruitfulness means for the landowmer
that it is to be “cut down” because it is
“taking up the ground” (literally in the
Greek, “using up Earth").

What appears as ecological sensitivity is
rather an economic or materialistic agenda.
But the one who cares for the Earth and
the tree, its gardener, offers a more viable
and environmental friendlier solution.
Leave the tree, offer it fertiliser, and it
may bear fruit in the future. He pleads
for patience for Earth’s fruitfulness. This
is instructive for contemporary disciples:
tender horticultural practice that cares for
Earth is preferred to pragmatic, utilitarian
destruction.

Fr MicHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

TEL: 9791-4611/OFFICE HOURS 9AM-3PM MONDAY-FRIDAY/EMAIL: dandenong@cam.org.au

UNLESS YOU REPENT. When misfortune strikes people considered to be sinners,
others might say: ‘They had it coming! God is punishing them!” In today’s Gospel
Jesus criticises such attitudes on two grounds. Firstly, it is wrong to see the wrath of
God in every tragic event. Secondly, we need to recognise that we are all guilty of sin
and in need of conversion. Instead of judging others, let us ask God to forgive our sins
and help us as we undertake the difficult task of reform.

INTRODUCTORY RITES LITURGY OF THE WORD -

of. Ps 24:15-16
A reading from the book of Exodus

This is what you must say to the children of

: Israel: I Am has sent me to you.

i Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, |
i his father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led |
¢ his flock to the far side of the wildemess and
i came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There
i the angel of the Lord appeared to him in the
i shape of a flame of fire, coming from the

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
My eves are always on the Lord, for he
rescues my feet from the snare. Turn to
me and have mercy on me, for I am alone
and poor.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with vour spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: T confess to almighty God and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that [ have greatly
sinned, in my thoughts and in my wonds,
in what I have done and in what I have
failed to do, (striking the breast) through my
fault, through my fault, through my most
grie\'ous fault; thevefore I ask blessed Mary
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and
you, my brotl\ers and sisters, to pray for me
to the Loxd our God.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

V. Lord, have mercy.

R. Loxd, have mercy.

V. Christ, have mercy.

R. Chuist, have mercy.

V. Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria is not said during Lent.

COLLECT

P. O God, author of every mercy and of

all goodness, who in fasting, prayer and
almsgiving have shown us a remedy for sin,
look graciously on this confession of our
lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by
our conscience, by your mercy.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Sen,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Ex 3:1-8, 13-15

i up. ‘I must go and look at this strange sight,’

{ Moses said ‘and see why the bush is not :

! bumt.” Now the Lord saw him go forward to 3. The Lord does deeds of justice, / gives

i look, and God called to him from the middle '

of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!” he said. ‘Here made known his ways to Moses / and his

¢ Iam’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he said. : deeds to Israel's sons. R.

‘Take off your shoes, for the place on which
i you stand is holy ground. I am the God of :
{ your father," he said ‘the God of Abraham, the :
i God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this :

i Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God. !
y : SECOND READING
: I have seen the -

| miserable state of my people t Eevit: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to
: : the Corinthians

i I have heard their appeal to be free of their :

davedtiols Ny T oy Wl aware:of theit i All this that happened to the people of Moses in

i sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the  the desert was written for our benefit.
| hands of the Egyptians and bring them up |
{ out of that land to a land rich and broad, a :

land where milk and honey flow.’

And the Lord said,

Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then,

The word of the Loxd.

© R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM
R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

i 1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, / all my
: being, bless his holy name. / My soul, give
thanks to the Lord / and never forget all his

i blessings. R.

Ps102:1-4,6-8, 11.R.v. 8 '
. are living at the end of the age. The man who
i thinks he is safe must be careful that he does
| not fall.

middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was 2. Itsabewha fogioss all your gullt, [ wii

the bush blazing but it was not being bumt heals every one of your ills, / who redeems

: your life from the grave, / who crouns you
¢ with love and compassion. R.

judgement for all who are oppressed. / He

4. The Lord is compassion and love, / slow
to anger and rich in mercy. / For as the
heavens are high above the earth / so strong
is his love for those who fear him. R.

1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12

I want to remind you, brothers, how our

fathers were all guided by a cloud above them

. and how they all passed through the sea. They
© were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and
i to the sons of Israel and say to them, “The : 0 this sea; all ate the same spiritual food and

i God of your fathers has sent me to you." But - all drank the same spiritual drink, since they

: if they ask me what his name is, what am I to : all drank from the spiritual rock that followed
i tell them?' And God said to Moses, ‘I Amwho :
i IAm. This’ he added ‘is what you must say to
the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the God of your :
i fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, :
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.”
i This is my name for all time; by this name
i Ishall be invoked for all generations to come.’

them as they went, and that rock was Christ.
In spite of this, most of them failed to please
God and their corpses littered the desert.

These things all happened as wamings for

us, not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden
: things that they had. You must never
complain: some of them did, and they were
killed by the Destroyer.

All this happened to them as a wamning and

it was written down to be a lesson for us who

The word of the Lord.

i R. Thanks be to God.
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you wurgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday Morning: 9.15am
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANOINTING MASS

Last Friday of every month 9.15 am
DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat
(Friday will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to
5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon re-
quest

BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

MARRIAGE
Please book the Church at the same
time as you book your venue. As

marriage preparation is an essential con-
dition of marriage, you must book your
preparation course at least 4 months
prior to the wedding. Further details can
be obtained from Fr. Sebastian

HOUSE BLESSING
If any Parishioner would like their house
to be blessed, please contact Franca or
at the Parish office on 9791-4611 to
make a booking with Fr Sebastian

COMMUNION AND ANOINTING
OF SICK

Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-
4611 if a sick person is seriously ill,
homebound or hospitalised and wants to
receive Holy Communion or the Sacra-
ment of Anointing. Any parishioners
who take Communion to the sick, could
you please put your name and the person
you are taking Communion to, into the
Communion to the Sick book. This
book is kept in the sacristy.

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY 24TH MARCH 2025

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
Politics, Economics, and the Gardener

There was a terrible disaster when a building fell down killing eighteen people.
Some said, ‘Oh, those killed must have been sinners, they or their parents.” Jesus
repudiates that notion: ‘No, it wasn’t for anything they did.” It was clear to Jesus
that they were the victims of poor construction and conditions at Siloam. Look
at the builder.

Responsibility needs to be brought home to those who would otherwise hide
behind a religious ideology, or the sheer self-interest of evading blame for a situ-
ation.

To identify those really responsible may well require major changes to the way
society is organised.

Does it all seem too difficult? Jesus helps us with a metaphor:

You are like a fig tree which may not be bearing much fruit just now,
but, [ am a terrific gardener:

I will water you, dig around you, make sure you are well nourished
so that you will bear the fruits [ desire.

Our Lord does that by:

watering us with the waters of baptism;

pruning us, especially during Lent;

nourishing us with the bread of life in Holy Communion.

We might pause at various times during Lent to allow Our Lord to garden us so
that he may create a heavenly botanical garden, a new Eden, of the whole of hu-
manity.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Recently Deceased: Jamie Campbell, Colin Kitney

Anniversaries: Plantilio Lim Pereira, Carmelita Lim Peloy, Nyan-Jok Dut

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilligan, Frank
Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Desmond Hopper, Chris Grubb, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Perez, Alan
John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony, Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda
Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills, Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,

Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Satty Lee, Ping Lo, Dale Reynolds, Keith Reynolds, Robyn, Marlene Pootren, Fr Brendan Lane

(The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an authorised person before any name can be printed )in the Marian.
(IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE)

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER A ministry in the Catho-
lic Church offering couples a weekend of discovery for their marriage.
Enhance communication and rekindle the passion in your marriage!
When: 25-27 April 2025 Where: St Paul's Retreat Centre, Wantirna
South For additional information contact us: Mobile 0409 183 676
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website: wwme.org.au

OUR PARISH WELCOMES

Oscar, Lina & Marley who will be baptised this
weekend. We pray for them and hope that they i
and their families will continue to grow deeper in their faith.

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG

EVENT: LENTEN WALKING PILGRIMAGE
TO DIVINE MERCY SHRINE,
337-343 Greens Road, Keysborough

DATE:
TIME:

SATURDAY 29TH MARCH 2025
Leaving 7:00am from Parish carpark,

THERE WILL BE NO 9:15AM MASS
AT ST MARY’S ON THAT DAY
Mass will be celebrated at Divine Mercy Shrine at 10:30am.

St Mary’s Parish, Dandenong—Saturday Sth April 2025
Led by Fr Joby George VC

Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Confession ,
Prayers, Worship and Healing.

Starting at 9:30 concluding at 3:30pm

(tea/coffee and light lunch included)

Please register your attendance on the signup sheet in church
foyer.

Parish Social Committee & Festival Committee

We are forming our Parish Social Committee & Festival Committee so
that we gather to plan social activities to bring our community together.
If you are interested in being part of this committee
please come along on 25th March at 7:00 PM in the Parish Centre

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal: Terry Gardiner
St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000 Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal: Timothy Hogan
St. Mary’s Community Centre: Tel 7064 3928 Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

CALENDER
DATE EVENT
29 March (Sat) Walking Pilgrimage
1 April (Tue)  Catechism Classes —Reconciliation
2 April (Wed) RCIA Classes

Catechism Classes—1st Eucharist and Confirmation
Parish Lent Reflection Day
Palm Sunday

3 April (Thur)
5 April (Sat)
13 April (Sun)

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY'’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church

VINCENTIAN RETREAT CENTRE:
Fridays Mass with healing prayer 7pm

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S

St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

WEEKLY COLLECTION
Thanksgiving: $1890.00
Presbytery $420.00 Loose: $2100.00

Support our Parish

If you would like to make direct
payments to our bank accounts, the
details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347

ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our
priests and the Archdiocese

Maria De Petra
Joanna Van Der Ven

Ruth Kirpalani
Margaret Simmons

READERS

Susan Rodrigues

Shiyan Dias

Joseph Pegu
Greta Pereira

Suzie Fernandez

Pamela Spink
Ofelia Alvarado

17 April (Thur) Holy Thursday (Lord’s Supper) Presbytery Account:
18 April (Fri)  Good Friday (Passion of the Lord) NAB BSB: 083 347
19 April (Sat)  Easter Vigil ACC. No. 460761193
20April (Sun)  Easter Sunday (Resurrection of the Lord)
ROSTERS 5:30PM
6:00PM 8:30AM 10:30AM

28-29 March 5:30PM

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS | Bibiana Fernandez Greta Pereira Stefania Vecchio Marie Michel

Graham Newberry
Wilma Nunez
Gabriel Peiris

Michelle Tordillo

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult




