
 

 



 

 

 

THE CATHOLIC PARISHES OF 
 

ST JOSEPH’S, ELSTERNWICK  &  HOLY CROSS, CAULFIELD SOUTH           

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Ps 2:7) 
 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Saviour has been 
born in the world. Today true peace has come down to 
us from heaven. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (John 1:14) 
 

The Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory. 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  
 
 

Those who are ill: Paulette Dobbin, Tony Messina, 
Steve Genge & family, Jenny, Fr Varghese Kattikattu 
 

Recently Deceased: - 
 

Death Anniversary: Audrey Sheehy 

 

PARISH PRIEST: Rev Fr Leenus Neetany SAC  
Permanent Deacon: Rev John Lam 
Parish Coordinator: Joanna Lam 
Phone: 95238407 / 95285988 
Mail: PO Box 664, Elsternwick, VIC 3185 
Email St Joseph’s: elsternwick@cam.org.au 
Email Holy Cross: caulfieldsouth@cam.org.au 
 
 

ST JOSEPH’S, ELSTERNWICK 
71 Orrong Road, Elsternwick, VIC 3185 
www.melbcatholic.org/elsternwick 

 

Mass 
Friday 10:00am, Saturday 6:30pm and Sunday 10:30am  
 

Reconciliation 
Friday after Mass, Saturday 6:00pm 
 

Thanksgiving & Special Collections - 2 weeks 
Church: $609.15  Presbytery: $643.15 
Special Collection: - 
 

Next Week’s Roster 
Lector - Saturday: S Bettoni 
Lector - Sunday: P Donohue 
Counters: No counting 
 

 

HOLY CROSS, CAULFIELD SOUTH 
707 Glen Huntly Road, Caulfield South 3162 
www.melbcatholic.org/caulfieldsouth 

 

Mass 
Thursday 10:00am and Sunday 9:00am  
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday after Mass 
 

Thanksgiving & Special Collections - 2 weeks 
Church: $386.25  Presbytery: $371.25 
Special Collection: - 
 

Next Week’s Roster 
Lector: A Powell 

 
ST ANTHONY’S, GLEN HUNTLY 
74, Grange Road, Glen Huntly 3163 
In Residence: Fr Pat Jackson SAC, Br Lindsay Rust SAC 
 

Mass 
Monday - Saturday 9:15am 
Saturday 6:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am, 11:00am, 5:00pm 
 

Reconciliation 
30-minutes before all Masses & Saturday 9:45-10:10am 

 
This Week’s Liturgical Calendar 

Wed 25 Dec: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

Thu 26 Dec: St Stephen, The First Martyr 

Fri 27 Dec: St John, Apostle & Evangelist 

Sat 28 Dec: The Holy Innocents, Martyr 

Sun 29 Dec: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 

 

The Christmas Travelling Crib 

In receiving a traveling crib into our homes Jesus 
promised a blessing on our families. Reflecting on the 
prayers and thoughts in the diary I hope it deepens our 
love for Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  

May the Holy Family be a source of blessings for all our 
families! Best wishes from Fr Pat. 

Parish Office Closure 
The Parish Office will be closed from 25 December 2024 
and re-open on Thursday 9 January 2025.  

For urgent matters, please leave a voice message or send 
us an email. We will get back to you as soon as we can.  

 

Wishing each and everyone  
A Happy Christmas and lots of blessings 

from the New Born Baby Jesus 



 

 

 

 

 

Update: Proposed Amalgamation of St Joseph's, 
Elsternwick and Holy Cross, Caulfield South 

1. Information Session 
The 2nd Information Session was held at Holy Cross 
Hall immediately after the 9am Mass last Sunday, 15 
December 2024. 
Parishioners are invited to come together to discuss the 
proposed amalgamation, and ask any questions they may 
have regarding the process. 
We had a total of 10 attendees which included 
parishioners, members of our Parish Pastoral Council 
(PPC) and Fr Leenus. 
2. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

We have now updated the list of FAQs with some new 
queries received. You can find a copy on our notice 
boards or on the wall at the back of the church. Copies 
are also available at the church foyer for you to take 
home to read. 
3. Next Steps 
Fr Leenus had a meeting with the Proclaim Team from 
the Archdiocese on Wednesday, 18 December 2024 to 
discuss the next steps of our proposed amalgamation. He 
was given a checklist of documentation to prepare and 
will then write to the Archbishop to formally request the 
amalgamation of the parishes. 
As we move through this process, we will continue to 
engage with all of you and provide important updates.  
Please feel free to speak with Fr Leenus, the Parish 
Office or any of our PPC and PFC members if you have 
any questions. Additionally, you may send us an email or 
continue to use the 'Questions / Concerns' boxes. 

Holy Communion to the Sick and Elderly 

Please let the Parish Office know if you or anyone you 
know would like to receive Holy Communion at their 
homes or aged care facilities. 

Children’s Liturgy 
We officially started our Children’s Liturgy Programme 
on the 1st Sunday of Advent at St Joseph’s Church. The 
Gospel of the day is read and explained at a level that the 
children can understand.  
Please feel free to accompany your child/ren to the 
session. If you would like to assist in the programme, 
kindly contact the Parish Office. 

 

Jubilee Year of Hope 2025 
A jubilee is a special year of grace and 
conversion, involving prayer, 
pilgrimage and sacramental repentance, 
held every 25 years or during other 
years as called for by the Pope. 

The 2025 Jubilee will open with the 11am Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop Comensoli at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral on Sunday 29 December 2024. At our 
parishes, we will light the Jubilee Candle at all Masses 
on the same weekend and together, say the Jubilee 
Prayer from Pope Francis. 

This will culminate in the Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival, which will take place in Melbourne, with young 
pilgrims from across Australia visiting Melbourne for 
three days of faith, fun, food, friendship and formation in 
November & December 2025.  

The Archdiocese is offering two pilgrimages 
to Rome next year to experience walking 
through Holy Doors. There are also local 
Pilgrim Places we can visit during the Jubilee 
Year. Please scan the QR-code for more info. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
RCIA sessions at St Joseph’s Presbytery, 71 Orrong Rd, 
Elsternwick, will resume on 9th January 2025.  
Please share with those may be interested in becoming 
Catholics. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Baby Jesus 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas! 

May the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity, who took birth 2024 years 
ago at Bethlehem, once again take 
birth today in our own midst, in our families and 
parishes.  

As a symbolic gesture of his birth among us, we place a 
little figure of the newborn Jesus in our Christmas Cribs. 
At the same time, it’s more important that Jesus be 
allowed to be born in our hearts and lives to lead and 
guide us, and most of all to be our Saviour!  

With all the negativities happening in and around us, and 
in the world of today, can we still feel at peace? There 
are many hearts today that are much troubled for various 
reasons. The uncertainties that we face, make us feel 
restless and unsettled!  

The mere thought that ‘God is with us’ should give us 
the Peace that no one else can give. May everyone feel 
the presence of the Prince of Peace here and now. His 
humble birth in a stable, rather than in a royal palace 
declares to everyone that Jesus is not looking for any 
great setting for his birth. The only setting he wants is 
“People of good-will.”  

God comes knocking at the doors of our hearts. Let us 
whole-heartedly invite him into our joys and sorrows. 
Let us invite him into our every celebration and into our 
every moment. If we do not really make space for Jesus 
in our hearts, it would be better not to celebrate 
Christmas at all. It’s the true Joy of Christmas that we 
wish for each and every one of you!  

With Christmas Greetings from  

Br. Lindsay, Fr Pat and Fr Leenus. 

 

I asked my wife what she wanted for Christmas.  

She told me, "Nothing would make her happier than a di-
amond necklace."  

So I bought her nothing. 



 

 

 

 


