
 
 

First Reading  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
The numbers of men and women who came to believe in 
the Lord increased steadily. 

The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the 
Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join them, 
but the people were loud in their praise and the numbers 
of men and women who came to believe in the Lord 
increased steadily. So many signs and wonders were 
worked among the people at the hands of the apostles 
that the sick were even taken out into the streets and laid 
on beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at least the 
shadow of Peter might fall across some of them as he 
went past. People even came crowding in from the towns 
round about Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and 
those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them were 
cured. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
 
R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting. 

Let the sons of Israel say: 
'His love has no end.' 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
'His love has no end.' 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
'His love has no end.' R. 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad. R. 

O Lord, grant us salvation; 
O Lord, grant success. 
Blessed in the name of the Lord 
is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord; 
the Lord God is our light. R. 
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Sundays 10.30am  
Third Sunday of each month St Anne’s Park Orchards                                             
All other Sundays St Gerard’s Warrandyte 
 

Tuesdays  9.00am  
St Gerard’s Warrandyte 
 

Mass Times: Holy Spirit Ringwood North 
 

Wednesday 9.15am Mass  
Friday 9.15am Mass  
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Sunday 9.00am Mass                       
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St Anne Parish Office  54 Knees Road, Park Orchards  
Phone: 7064 3922 

Email: parkorchards@cam.org.au 
 

Sacraments   
Please contact the parish office for:  
Baptisms: Every 2nd Sunday at  St Anne’s Chapel 
Reconciliation:  Holy Spirit Church, Nth Ringwood 
Weddings:  By appointment 
 

St Anne’s Primary School  
Principal: Michael Edmonds  Ph: (03) 9876 1533 
 

Child Safe Committee: Private Mailbox 
parkorchards.safeguarding@cam.org.au 
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Second Reading  
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 
I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever. 

My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am your brother and share your sufferings, your kingdom, and 
all you endure. I was on the island of Patmos for having preached God's word and witnessed for Jesus; it was the 
Lord's day and the Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind me, shouting like a trumpet, 'Write down all 
that you see in a book.' I turned round to see who had spoken to me, and when I turned I saw seven golden lamp-
stands and, surrounded by them, a figure like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the waist with a golden 
girdle. 
When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he touched me with his right hand and said, 'Do not be afraid; 
it is I, the First and the Last; I am the Living One. I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I hold the 
keys of death and of the underworld. Now write down all that you see of present happenings and things that are 
still to come.' 

 

Gospel   
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them. 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed 
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 
'Peace be with you. 
'As the Father sent me 
so am I sending you.' 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
'Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.' 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples 
said, 'We have seen the Lord,' he answered, 'Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my 
finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.' Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood 
among them. 'Peace be with you,' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My Lord and my 
God!' Jesus said to him: 
'You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.' 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 
may have life through his name. 

       
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! 
Alleluia! 

Gospel Acclamation 

He is risen! 



        
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           EVENTS THIS COMING WEEK: 27 April to 4 May 

 
 

      Sun     27 Apr   10:30am  Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Park Orchards  

 

                  Tues   29 Apr     9:00am  Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte 
      11:00am Funeral Prayers for Jim McGuirk  
       at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte. 
      Sun     4 May  10:30am  Mass at St Gerard’s Church, Warrandyte 
       Confirmation Commitment Mass      

                
 
 

    NEWS FROM ST GERARD’S/ST ANNE’S PARISH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Reaching out in Prayer, Hospitality and Action                              

 

             Committed to a Child Safe Environment  
           Private Mailbox:  parkorchards.safeguarding@cam.org.au  

 

 
   The Parish of St Gerard & St Anne acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of this land. 

 
Responding to the death of Pope Francis on the evening of Easter Monday,  

21 April, Australian time, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli has written to  
the People of God in Melbourne.  

 

As the Church enters this time of Easter filled with the light and hope of the world, it is with 
deep sadness that we have received the news of the death of His Holiness, Pope Francis. 
 
We unite with all the People of God in praying for the eternal rest of his soul and entrust him 
to the tender loving mercy of the Father. 
 
Pope Francis, who came from the peripheries of the world, has been the father of the poor, 
and a witness of joy and hope. May the Lord, he so faithfully trusted, now welcome him into 
eternal life. 
 
St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne will be open early Tuesday morning [22nd April] to receive 
those who may wish to visit for prayer and remembrance. 

In the coming days, more information will be available regarding opportunities to come to-
gether in gratitude, and to pray for the Holy Father. 

May he rest in God’s gracious and gentle peace. 

Mary, Our Blessed Mother of God, pray for him. 
St Francis of Assisi, pray for him. 
All Holy Men and Women, Saints of God, pray for him. 

Most Rev Peter A Comensoli 
Archbishop of Melbourne 



An Easter Story—from Bill Valentine of the Inter Church Council.  
Reproduced with Bill’s permission: 

THE JOYS OF EASTER 
Hi everyone, Trust you all, had a joyful Easter, I certainly did. 
Thanks to all who helped make the Stations of the Cross such a success. Special thanks to Kirsty, 
Sally and June for planning and leading the singing group and to all the others who joined the 
group to sing along. Also, thanks to those who somehow found all the flowers to place on the 
cross. To Don for the handling of the sound system and of course all the readers, if I have missed 
anyone I apologize. 
While I was removing the flowers from the cross a group of teenagers came over and asked 
about the flowers on the cross. I explained about the Stations of the Cross to them, they asked 
how many people came, I said around 300. They asked if they could have some of the flowers to 
make a display. I watched in fascination as they arranged the flowers on the ground they took 
some photos, they thanked me and went on. 
A short time later another group of young teenagers came over. They asked me if they could sing 
me a Christmas carol and asked what my favorite carol was, I told them they were all favorites 
but decided on Away in a Manger, one girl said oh yes, I know that one. They looked it up on their 
mobile phones and we all sang it together. What away to finish an Easter celebration, it really 
made my day. Doesn’t that give us all hope for the future. 
Regards and God Bless  Bill 

To think about: 
Followers, pick your leaders carefully. 
Waverers, find commitment. 
  
Strugglers, know peace. 
Doubters, persist in questioning. 
  
Wanderers, find the Way. 
Believers, rejoice in Jesus Christ. 

FROM PORA: Federal Election 2025  
Meet the Candidates Night 
Venue: St Anne's Primary School Hall 
60 Knees Road, Park Orchards 
Time: 28 April 2025,7.30pm sharp! 
Confirmed candidates attending the meeting: 
Matt Gregg: Australian Labor Party 
Michael Sukkar: Liberal Party of Australia 
Jess Ness: Independent 
Amy Mills: The Greens 
Milton Wilde: Trumpets of Patriots 
Will Vendermeer: Libertarian 

Easter Sunday Vigil Mass, 6:30am St Anne’s Chapel 


