
Sacred Heart Catholic Parish 
Yarra Junction & Warburton 

 

Third Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

15 December 2024 

Readings 
 

Next Week 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Micah 5: 1-4 

Ps 79: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

Heb 10: 5-10 

Lk 1: 39-44 

 

in a nutshell 
 
Rejoice in the Lord! A theme of joy 
runs through the liturgy of the Third 
Sunday of Advent. The joy of this day 
springs from our anticipation and 
excitement that the Lord’s coming is 
very near. We ask the Lord to 
remove any sadness from our hearts 
that may hinder us from embracing 
the peace and hope which his 
presence will bestow on us this 
Christmas.  
 

we pray for 

 
all who  are  sick  or  suffering and 
those parishioners unable to be 
among us this weekend:  
Fr Pat Purcell, Margaret Marshall, 
Margaret Broderick, Fida Rees,  
For those who have died recently, 
and those whose anniversary occurs 
at this time. 
 
 

of special note  
 

Last Call:  If you haven’t yet turned in 
a census card, please do so as soon 

as possible.  Thank you for your help 
in keeping our records up to date. 

 
Mote Information Inside 

The Parish of Sacred Heart 
 

Parish Priest 
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU 

 

Parish Secretary 
Janine Meades 

 

Parish Office Hours 
Thursday 

9:00am-4:00pm 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Sunday Mass 
Warburton: Saturday—4:30pm (EST) 
                                        7:00pm (EDST) 

Yarra Junction: Sunday—8:30am 
 

Weekday Mass 
Wednesday—9:00am Yarra Junction 

First Friday –11:30am  Warburton 
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday 6:00pm-6:45pm 

Thursdays at Yarra Junction 
First Thursday at Warburton 

 
 

Exposition 
Thursday at 6:00pm 

Thursdays at Yarra Junction 
First Thursday at Warburton 

 

 

Weddings 
Please contact the office 

 

Baptisms 
Please see Father after Mass 

 

 

Parish Primary School 
Principal: Nick Boyhan 

 

Website: 
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au 

Raise Your Voices 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

(R.) Cry out with joy and gladness: for among 
you is the great and Holy One of Israel. 
 
Truly, God is my salvation,  
I trust, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord is my strength, my song, 
he became my saviour. 
With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation.  
 
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!  
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 
Declare the greatness of his name.  
 
Sing a psalm to the Lord  
for he has done glorious deeds, 
make them known to all the earth! 
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
(R.) 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 
bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Communion Antiphon 
 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not 
fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save 
us. 

Parish Office:  58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796 
Tel: (03) 9736 2850  

Website:  melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley                           Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au 

http://www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au/index.cfm
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au


Child Safety 

Child Safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. Our Parish is committed 
to the care, wellbeing and protection 
of children, and vulnerable people in 
our community. 
Remember  children should be 

accompanied by an adult to the 

toilets.  

  Safeguarding Committee 
Fr Michel 

Janine Meades 
Michael Fahey 
Paul Latham 

Enzo Torresan 
Nino Troiani 

 
 
 

Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday 
please 
mountevelyn@cam.org.au  
 
For positions vacant within the Diocese 

visit:  

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-

vacancies 

 

Parish Meetings: 6:00p.m. Wednesday, 

13 November 

 

Support the Parish using the QR Code 
below. 

Parish Notices 
 
Parish Census—Have You Returned a Card?  
Thank you to the 23 people/families who have returned the census card. If 
you consider yourself a parishioner of Sacred Heart we would appreciate 
that you return the census card ASAP if you have not already done so. 
These cards allow us to update our data base and give us a more accurate 
count of our parishioners.  
 
Mass Tuesday 17  December 11:50  
The whole school will come together to celebrate the End of Year and 
Grade 6 Graduation. 
 
Office Hours—December/January 
As the office will be closed for the  Public Holidays, Janine’s last day of the 
year will be Thursday 19 December and will return on  Wednesday 15 
January. Fr Michel will be taking holidays  on the weeks beginning 13 & 20 
January therefore there will be no weekday masses or Adoration. Fr 
Michel will be here for Sunday Masses.  
 
Giving Tree 
St Vincent de Paul Society will be having a giving tree this year. While we 
will still be assisting people in need, instead of presents we will be giving 
them gift vouchers so they can get what they need as many have found 
this year very unpredictable. You are invited to make a donation of a gift 
voucher or make a cash donation by placing it in an envelope and placing 
in the box in the foyer by 16th December. 
 
Calendars 
The Piety Stall now has calendars for sale at $11 each. 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Adoration:  The faith I have when I am in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament is so strong that I find it impossible to express what I feel. 
When the time comes to leave I must force myself to overcome the 
inclination to prolong my stay with Jesus. (St. Anthony Mary Claret) 
Confession:  In Christ, God himself moves toward his creatures, takes on 
their wretchedness, and stands with them. Why?  Because God has come 
in order to forgive sins. This is the heart and soul, the beginning and end 
of Christian revelation. How often the words and gestures of forgiveness 
radiate out from Jesus, and how central forgiveness is to the liturgy. “This 
is the chalice of my Blood…which will be poured out for you … for the 
forgiveness of sins.”  (Bishop Robert Barron) 
Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra 
Junction, Thursday nights at 6:00pm except first Thursday (Warburton). 
Confessions available during Adoration. Friday mornings 8:00am Mount 
Evelyn 
 
Stewardship Corner 
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” (PHILIPPIANS 4:6)  
St. Paul reminds us that God is an abundant God – He is the ultimate giver 
of gifts. He promises to give us all that we need. Remember, that we are 
created in God’s image and likeness. We, too, are made to be generous 
with all of our gifts as well. Placing our trust in God frees us from being a 
slave to possessions. It allows us to gratefully and generously share 
ourselves and our goods with others.  

mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies


Readings Reflection 

 
 

What Do We Do? 

The people in today’s Gospel are “filled with 

expectation.” They believe John the Baptist might be 

the messiah they’ve been waiting for. Three times we 

hear their question: “What then should we do?” 

The messiah’s coming requires every man and woman 

to choose—to “repent” or not. That’s John’s message 

and it will be Jesus’ too (see Luke 3:3; 5:32; 24:47). 

“Repentance” translates a Greek word, metanoia 

(literally, “change of mind”). In the Scriptures, 

repentance is presented as a twofold “turning”—away 

from sin (see Ezekiel 3:19; 18:30) and toward God 

(see Sirach 17:20–21; Hosea 6:1). 

This “turning” is more than attitude adjustment. It 

means a radical life change. It requires “good fruits as 

evidence of your repentance” (see Luke 3:8). That’s 

why John tells the crowds, soldiers, and tax collectors 

they must prove their faith through works of charity, 

honesty, and social justice. 

In today’s Liturgy, each of us is being called to stand in 

that crowd and hear the “good news” of John’s call to 

repentance. We should examine our lives, asking from 

our hearts as they did: “What should we do?” Our 

repentance should spring not from our fear of coming 

wrath (see Luke 3:7–9) but from a joyful sense of the 

nearness of our saving God. 

This theme resounds through today’s readings: 

“Rejoice! . . . The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all,” 

we hear in today’s Epistle. In today’s Responsorial, we 

hear again the call to be joyful, unafraid at the Lord’s 

coming among us. 

In today’s First Reading, we hear echoes of the angel’s 

Annunciation to Mary. The prophet’s words are very 

close to the angel’s greeting (compare Luke 1:28–31). 

Mary is the Daughter Zion—the favored one of God, 

told not to fear but to rejoice that the Lord is with her, 

“a mighty Savior.” 

She is the cause of our joy. For in her draws near the 

Messiah, as John had promised: “One mightier than I is 

coming.” 

Dr. Scott Hahn 
stpaulcenter.com 

 
 
 
Your financial support can be made via: 
• Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call the office for 

information on how to become a contributor 
• Direct Debit  BSB 083347 Sacred Heart Church: 670642723, 

Presbytery: 649237379 
• Use the QR Code on this page 
• The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/

upperyarravalley and choose where you are donating: 
church, presbytery, maintenance.  

 
 
Sacramental Program 2025 
For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to 
receive the Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion and 
Confirmation, instructions are available through our Parish. 
Contact Anne at annevan.tilburg@gmail.com Lessons will 
begin Sunday 2nd March after  10:30 Mass for First 
Communions and Tuesday  4th of March at 5pm for 
Confirmation.  
 
 
Something to bring a smile! 
I saw a friend who had a black eye. I asked him how he got it. 
He said he was standing in church last week and he noticed 
that the lady in front had her dress accidentally tucked into 
her underwear. He thought he’d do her a favour and leant 
forward and pulled the dress out, and she  turned around and 
hit him in the eye. I saw him again the following week, and he 
had two black eyes. I asked him how he got another black 
eye. He said he went to church with his brother, and the same 
lady was in front of them, and once more, had her dress 
accidentally tucked into her underwear. He was horrified 
when his brother leant forward and pulled the dress out. He 
said, “I knew she was really upset when I did that last week, 
so I quickly tucked the dress back in again!”  
 sourced from www.majellan.media 

Christmas Mass Times – Upper Yarra Valley 

Christmas Eve – Vigil Mass 7:00pm Yarra Junction  (Carols 

from 6:30pm) 

Christmas Day – 8:30am Warburton  

Christmas Mass Times – Mount Evelyn 

Christmas Eve – Vigil Mass 5:00pm (Carols from 4:40pm) 

Midnight Mass – 12:00am (Carols from 11:30pm)  

Christmas Day —10:30am  

 

https://stpaulcenter.com/audio/sunday-bible-reflections/what-do-we-do-scott-hahn-reflects-on-the-third-sunday-of-advent/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
https://stpaulcenter.com/
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley


Rejoice in the Lord Always 

[Gaudete “Rejoice” Sunday] 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The Gospel for this Sunday of Advent presents once again the figure of John the Baptist, and it depicts him 

while he is speaking to the people who come to him at the River Jordan to be baptized. Since John, with 

incisive words, urges them all to prepare themselves for the Messiah’s coming, some ask him, “What then 

shall we do?” (Lk 3:10, 12, 14). These exchanges are very interesting and prove to be of great timeliness. 

The first answer is addressed to the crowd in general. The Baptist says, “He who has two coats, let him share 

with him who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise” (v. 11). Here we can see a criterion of 

justice, motivated by charity. Justice requires that the imbalance between the one who has more than 

enough and the one who lacks the necessary be overcome; charity prompts us to be attentive to others and 

to meet their needs, instead of seeking justification to defend one’s own interests. Justice and charity are 

not in opposition, but are both necessary and complete each other. “Love—caritas—will always prove 

necessary, even in the most just society”, because “There will always be situations of material need where 

help in the form of concrete love of neighbour is indispensable” (Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, n. 28). 

Then we see the second answer, which is directed at some “publicans”, that is, tax-collectors on behalf of 

the Romans. The publicans were already despised for this, and also because they often made the most of 

their position to steal. The Baptist does not ask them to change their profession, but to exact no more than 

what has been established (cf. v. 13). The prophet, in the name of God, does not demand exceptional acts, 

but first and foremost the just fulfilment of one’s duty. The first step towards eternal life is always the 

observance of the Commandments; in this case, the seventh one: You shall not steal (cf Ex. 20:15). 

The third reply concerns the soldiers, another class that enjoyed a certain authority, and was thus tempted 

to abuse it. John says to the soldiers: “Rob no one by violence, and be content with your wages” (v. 14). Here 

too the conversation begins with honesty and with respect for others: an instruction that applies to 

everyone, especially for those with greater responsibility. 

On considering this dialogue as a whole, we are struck by the great concreteness of John’s words: since God 

will judge us according to our works, it is there, in our behaviour, that we must show that we are doing his 

will. For this very reason, the Baptist’s instructions are ever timely: even in our very complex world, things 

would go much better if each person observed these rules of conduct. Therefore let us pray to the Lord, 

through the intercession of Mary Most Holy, that he may help us to prepare ourselves for Christmas, bearing 

the good fruits of repentance (cf. Lk 3:8). 

Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus, 16 December 2012 


