
Parish News      
Social Media

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ and Follow us on Facebook: 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie and St John Bosco Young Adults

New to the Faith? Want to Know More? 
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic, seeking baptism & reception in
the Church? Please contact the Parish Office or speak to Fr David.   

Participating in the Mass
The daily Mass readings and responses can be accessed with this QR Code.
The Sunday readings and Mass responses are on the other side of the
bulletin.

Support Us
Thank you for your generosity toward our
parish: physically, spiritually and financially.
If you are not a regular contributor, we invite
your support- please contact the Parish
Office. 

Tap and Go machines are available at the
weekend Mass in the narthex.
Direct Credits can also be made:
 

Presbytery Account (1  collection, for clergy
and presbytery support)

st

 - BSB:083 -347          Acc No.: 6616 52479   
                                                                   

Parish Account (2  collection, for parish
expenses) BSB:083 - 347  AccNo.: 6568 74974

nd

                                                                                  

The parish relies solely on your support. We
receive no funding from external sources or

the Archdiocese. We thank you for your
ongoing support which enables us to continue

the work of the Gospel. 

“God loves a cheerful giver!”

Pray With Us 

A WORD FROM
THE PASTOR . .

The first collection is for the support of
the Parish Priest, for retired and sick
priests, parishes in need and the
Archbishop.
 
The second collection is for parish
expenses like wages, utilities,
insurance etc. 

Last week:
1  collection: $683st

2  collection: $1,490nd

You can also donate to our Presbytery
& Parish accounts using this QR code:

Mass Times
Wednesday - Friday: 9.30am Mass
Saturday: 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 10.30am Mass

Reconciliation (Confession)
Saturday 4.30pm
First Friday 9am, or any time on request
Please call Fr David on 9337 9994

Rosary
Recited at 9am before weekday Mass

Benediction
First Friday after 9.30am Mass

Baptisms
 1  Sunday of the month 11.45am, please
contact the office. Or by arrangement.  

st

House Blessings/ Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the presbytery 

The Parish of St John Bosco and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and the
vulnerable in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is our responsibility.

We recall in Prayer
Those who are sick
We pray for all the sick in our parish community
Recently Deceased
All the recently deceased in our community
Anniversaries and Remembrances
Rose Geogehegan; Anne Mongey; Mary Allison;
Gladwyn Allen; Fr Patrick McQuillan

Contact Us

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday: the staff of SJB school
Thursday: the deceased parishioners of SJB 
Friday: the previous pastors of SJB parish
Saturday: the parishioners of SJB parish
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

Stewardship Wisdom of the Saints
Saint Jane Frances de Chantal: “Oh, how
happy is the soul that freely lets herself be
moulded to the liking of this divine
Saviour!”

Thought for the Week
"I have lived to thank God that all my
prayers have not been answered" 
(J. Ingelow)

Parish Priest
Fr David Cartwright
T: 9337 9994
E: Niddrie@cam.org.au
W: melbournecatholic.org/s/niddrie
29 Muriel Street Niddrie Vic 3042 
Parish Office
Charles Meneze, Secretary
Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm

25 January 2026   St John Bosco Parish Niddrie
   3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time, Year A                          Green is the colour of hope and growth.

Dear friends, we celebrate Australia Day on Monday which often signals the end of the
summer holidays for many, and a return to work and school. It is also a time for us to
give thanks for the many blessings that we enjoy in this wonderful and lucky nation. We
are blessed to live in a nation where freedom, democracy are lived and celebrated and
we enjoy a very high standard of living. God has richly blessed our nation and our
peoples. Let us be grateful for these gifts always.
This Sunday we say farewell to Nicholas, our 10.30am cantor as he leaves on a world
tour with the ‘Ten Tenors’ for the major part of the year. We have been blessed with his
musical gifts for about a year at our parish. I am very keen to continue our musical
growth (to a different standard of course ) and will welcome anyone who wishes to join
and bolster our singing at either Mass on the weekend. 
Last Monday there was a large film crew at our church for the filming of a new series
which will be screened on SBS in the future, ‘The Chaplain’, about an airport chaplain
and a baptism scene was filmed here. Perhaps appropriately with some of the proceeds
of the location fee that was paid to us ($2000), I have purchased a new baptism set for
our parish from Rome for a cost of $300. It is on display at the front of the church to
look at this weekend. 
I was advised recently that the parish has been successful in a Grant Application that I
made several months ago. The Grant, sponsored by the Federal MP for this electorate is
focused on ‘Building Stronger Communities’. The Grant amount (c.$5000) was
requested that we could update our AV equipment in the church to something more
current and less instructive to the aesthetics of the building. This Grant was successful
and I have a company coming in two weeks to look at what might be possible to replace
the exisiting large screen and ageing data projector. The Grant money has to be used
for the exact purpose it was requested for. I will keep you informed about the progress.

Pope Leo : Sense of belonging more important than numbers of people in Church -
Vatican News

In the January edition of the Italian magazine, Piazza San Pietro, Pope Leo responds to
Nunzia, a 50-year-old Swiss catechist who wrote him a letter detailing her struggle to get
families involved in the parish.  In her letter Nunzia - who lives in Laufenburg, a small
municipality with 620 inhabitants – explains how “in Switzerland, it is difficult to get
parents involved and, sometimes, even children and young people to trust in God.”
“I sow seeds, but the seedlings struggle to grow. Children and families prefer sports and
parties,” she writes, adding how families are often indifferent to religious practice and
Churches seem to be increasingly emptier or populated by the elderly. Nunzia ends her
letter by asking Pope Leo XIV to pray for the young people entrusted to her care and for
herself, so that she may not be discouraged.
In the same edition, Pope Leo acknowledges Nunzia’s concerns and places them in a
wider context: “The situation in which you live is no different from that of other
countries with ancient Christian traditions.” The Pope invites us to look beyond the
numbers of attendance: “The hours dedicated to catechesis are never wasted, even if
there are very few participants.” “The problem is not the numbers — which, of course,
make one reflect — but the increasingly evident lack of awareness in feeling part of the
Church, all with unique gifts and roles, and not merely users of the sacred, of the
sacraments, perhaps out of mere habit.” The Pope also offers an encouragement to
Nunzia, and all who experience similar difficulties. “As Christians, we always need
conversion. And we must seek it together,” he writes. He recalls that the true door of
faith “is the Heart of Christ, always wide open.” Pope Leo’s concluding appeal is rooted
in the legacy of Paul VI: “What we can do is bear witness to the joy of Christ's Gospel,
the joy of rebirth and resurrection”.

Our Spiritual Life
Expressions of Prayer

Meditation
To meditate is to reflect on or think about God. When we
meditate, we keep our attention and focus on God so that
we can recognize his presence in our daily lives and
respond to what God is asking of us. When we meditate, a
variety of things can help us to concentrate and to spark
our imaginations. We may use Scripture, particularly the
Gospels; traditional prayers; writings of the spiritual
fathers; religious images; or history—the page on which the
“today” of God is written.        From www.loyolapress.com

Our Liturgical Life
What is a Catholic Mass? 

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Much has been written on the central mystery of the
Eucharist and St. Cyril of Jerusalem writing in the late
fourth century said, ‘Do not look upon the bread and wine
as something ordinary, for, by the Lord’s own words, they
are his Body and Blood. Even though perception suggests
this to you, let faith grant you certainty. Do not judge the
matter by taste! Be firmly convinced by faith that you have
become worthy of the Body and Blood of Christ’

From www.queenofangels.org

       

Ministry at our weekend Masses
We are blessed to have a good number of volunteers who
assist at our Masses with reading, collecting etc. 
We would like to expand our ministries in the area of music
and altar serving. Currently we have a fledgling music
ministry at both Masses, which we are very keen to expand.
If you would like to join with singing or playing an
instrument, please see one of our musicians after Mass or
speak to Fr David. You don’t need to be an expert, just
willing to learn. If you would like to assist with Altar Serving
or music on Sundays, please see Fr David.

60th Anniversary of the Opening of our parish church. 
This year marks the 60th anniversary of the opening of St John
Bosco's current church. It will be an occasion for us to celebrate
and give thanks to God. If anyone has any suggestions about how
we should celebrate this as a parish, please see Fr David. 

The parish office will be closed on Monday 26
January due to the Australia Day holiday.

Welcome
Today we welcome Jack, James, and their families as they
receive a Welcome and Blessing in preparation for their
Baptism in our parish. You might like to accompany them in
prayer by offering one 'Hail Mary' for each child and their
family.

Bible Study Group
The parish Bible Study Group is a long-term group which
meets regularly for prayer and discussion in the church. All
are welcome to join. The next meeting will be Saturday 31
January at 2.30pm. Please join us. No prior knowledge is
necessary. Beginners welcome!

Bequests to the Parish
You might like to consider the parish and its future in your
will for the future. Leaving a bequest to the parish is a
generous way of supporting the parish into the future. 

Feast of St John Bosco
Next Saturday (31 Jan) is the Feast of St
John Bosco (and Geraldine’s birthday!).
To celebrate the Feast day, after the 5pm
Mass next Saturday we will have Italian
sweets in honour of our patron.

The Profession of Faith
This weekend we will return to using the Nicene Creed at
Mass. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal allows for
both Creeds to be used (Nicene and Apostles), so we will
continue to alternate them according to the Liturgical
seasons.

http://www.loyolapress.com/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.queenofangels.c%2F&data=05%7C02%7CNiddrie%40cam.org.au%7C88af4c0c83634c43886308de062b2923%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638954979604210967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ys%2BCwcOoD54MMr58f8w1NkjGTc7xBfNWy8uwQEztENM%3D&reserved=0


REPENT
Last Sunday’s Gospel from John, though 
critically important for our spiritual 
reflection, seemed unusual in this year of 
Matthew. So, today, we return to Matthew. 
In the past two Sundays, John the Baptist 
has been central in the Gospel selections. 
Today he is no longer with us, having 
been arrested. Our focus is squarely now 
on Jesus. He moves from his hometown of 
Nazareth to Capernaum. Both towns are 
on the fringe. The first, Nazareth, is the 
symbolic place of exile in Matthew. When 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus returned from 
Egypt they could not go back to their 
hometown of Bethlehem because of the 
vengeful ruling presence of Herod’s son 
Archelaus. They go to live in Galilee, to 
Nazareth. They, like the Israelites several 
centuries earlier, are in exile. It is from 
here that the rest of Matthew unfolds. 
Jesus next moves to Capernaum located 
geographically close to pagan and Gentile 
territories. It is a fishing village and a 
taxation collection centre at the crossroads 
of two major E-W and N-S highways. It is 
here that Jesus proclaims the great clarion 
cry in the Gospel: ‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is close at hand’ (4:17). This cry 
‘to repent’ (Greek metanoia) is an urge to 
have an openness of heart. It comes with 
a conviction that God is already present 
and active in the world (‘the kingdom of 
heaven is close at hand’). 
Finally, after Jesus calls four fishermen 
to be his first disciples, our Gospel 
proclamation ends with a note about 
Jesus’ teaching and healing ministry. 
The first-called disciples will model for 
Matthew’s audience how to be repentant 
and live out the conviction of God’s 
presence in their lives and world.  
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Fr Michael Trainor

JESUS, OUR LIGHT. At times we can find ourselves ‘walking in darkness.’ We get caught 
up in difficulties and cannot see a way out. Today’s liturgy reminds us that Jesus is our 
light and our salvation. As with the first disciples, he calls us to follow him. In the Gospels 
we have the Good News that brings light into the dark moments of our lives.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	  cf. Ps 95:1, 6

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to 
the Lord, all the earth. In his presence 
are majesty and splendour, strength and 
honour in his holy place.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done and in 
what I have failed to do, (striking the 
breast) through my fault, through my 
fault, through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God.

P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / We 
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore 
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks 
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly 
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
have mercy on us; / you take away the 
sins of the world, / receive our prayer; / 
you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father, / have mercy on us. / For you 
alone are the Holy One, / you alone are 
the Lord, / you alone are the Most High, / 
Jesus Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / in 
the glory of God the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, direct our 
actions according to your good pleasure, that 
in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Isa 8:23 – 9:3

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
In the Galilean country, the people have seen a 
great light.

In days past the Lord humbled the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 
days to come he will confer glory on the Way 
of the Sea on the far side of Jordan, province 
of the nations.

The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing  

the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM	 Ps 26:1, 4,13 –14. R.v.1

R.  The Lord is my light and my salvation.
1.  The Lord is my light and my salvation; / 
whom shall I fear? / The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; / before whom shall I 
shrink?  R.
2.  There is one thing I ask of the Lord, / 
for this I long, / to live in the house of the 
Lord, / all the days of my life, / to savour 
the sweetness of the Lord, / to behold his 
temple.  R.

3.  I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness / 
in the land of the living. / Hope in him, hold 
firm and take heart. / Hope in the Lord!  R.

SECOND READING	 1 Cor 1:10 –13,17

A reading from the first letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians
I appeal to you, my brothers and sisters, make 
up the differences between you.

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to make up the differences 
between you, and instead of disagreeing 
among yourselves, to be united again in your 
belief and practice. From what Chloe’s people 
have been telling me, my dear brothers, it is 
clear that there are serious differences among 
you. What I mean are all these slogans that 
you have, like: ‘I am for Paul’, ‘I am for 
Apollos’, ‘I am for Cephas’, ‘I am for Christ’. 
Has Christ been parcelled out? Was it Paul 
that was crucified for you? Were you baptised 
in the name of Paul?
  For Christ did not send me to baptise, but 
to preach the Good News, and not to preach 
that in the terms of philosophy in which the 
crucifixion of Christ cannot be expressed.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Mt 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! / Jesus preached the 
Good News of the kingdom, / and healed 
all who were sick. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mt 4:12 – 23

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
He went to Capernaum, that the prophecy of 
Isaiah be fulfilled.

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus 
went back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth 
he went and settled in Capernaum, a lakeside 
town on the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali. 
In this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to be 
fulfilled: 

Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali!  / 
Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan,  / 
Galilee of the nations!  / The people that 
lived in darkness / has seen a great light; / 
on those who dwell in the land and shadow 
of death  / a light has dawned.

From that moment Jesus began his preaching 
with the message, ‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is close at hand.’
  As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee 
he saw two brothers, Simon, who was called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were 
making a cast in the lake with their net, for 
they were fishermen. And he said to them, 
‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.’ And they left their nets at once and 
followed him.
  Going on from there he saw another pair 
of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John; they were in their boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. At once, leaving the boat and 
their father, they followed him.
  He went round the whole of Galilee teaching 
in their synagogues, proclaiming the Good 
News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of 
diseases and sickness among the people.

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Shorter form: 4: 12-17

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Accept our offerings, O Lord, we pray, and 
in sanctifying them grant that they may profit 
us for salvation. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 
your Cross and Resurrection you have set 
us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Ps 33:6

Look toward the Lord and be radiant;  
let your faces not be abashed.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, 
receiving the grace by which you bring us to 
new life, we may always glory in your gift. 
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the  the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your 
life.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time / A 25 January 2026


