
P R O F E S S I O N  O F  F A I T H — N i c e n e  C r e e d  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,  of all things visible and invis-
ible.I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.  God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial  with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death 
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and  
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  I believe 
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead and  the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG—160 FOSTER STREET, DANDENONG 

TEL: 9791-4611/OFFICE HOURS 9AM-3PM MONDAY-FRIDAY/EMAIL: dandenong@cam.org.au 



PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia 

SEMINARIAN: Bro Nicolas Calandra 

PARISH SECRETARY:  Franca Van Boxtel 

FINANCE OFFICER:  Deslene de  Niese  

PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:  

                                               Mr. Miguel Matamala 

 

If you urgently need a priest please call   
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please 
leave a message and he will call you back.  

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
Saturday Morning: 9.15am 
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm  
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm  

 
WEEK DAY MASS TIMES 

Monday to Friday:  9.15am 
Friday (9.45am –12.30pm Exposition   
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with  
Benediction at 12.30pm) 

ANOINTING MASS 

Last Friday of every month 9.15 am  
 

DAILY ROSARY  
After morning Mass  Mon-Sat 
(Friday will be before Mass)  

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 5.45pm 
before 6pm Mass or upon request 

BAPTISM 
Please contact the Parish Centre on   9791 4611 

MARRIAGE 
Please book the Church at the same time as 
you book your venue.     As marriage preparation 
is an essential condition of marriage, you must 
book your preparation course at least 4 months 
prior to the wedding. Further details can be ob-
tained from Fr. Sebastian 
 

HOUSE BLESSING 
If any Parishioner would like their house to be 
blessed, please  contact Franca or  at the  Parish 
office  on  9791-4611  to make a booking with  
either Fr Sebastian   
 
COMMUNION AND ANOINTING OF SICK 
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a 
sick person is seriously ill, homebound or hospi-
talised and wants to receive Holy Communion or 
the Sacrament of Anointing. 
 
Any parishioners who take Communion to the 
sick, could you please put your name and the 
person you are taking Communion to, into the 
Communion to the Sick book. This book is kept 

in the sacristy.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650  
New St, Dandenong. 
Principal:  Terry Gardiner 
St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000  
Caroline St, Dandenong. 
Principal:  Timothy Hogan 
St. Mary’s Community Centre 9792 4884  
Bookings: Miguel Matamala  0402 155 192 
 

BINGO AT ST MARY’S  

St. Mary’s Bingo  is on Tuesdays at 12noon &  

Saturdays at 6.30pm  in  

St Mary’s Community Centre,  

New St, Dandenong 

SAVE WITH CDF COMMUNITY FUND  
it’s in everyone’s best interest.  
By opening a savings account or Term Investment, not only 
will you receive a competitive financial return, your savings 
will also help build parishes, classrooms, hospital wings, aged 
care homes and social service facilities. With competitive inter-
est rates available across a range of savings accounts, including 
5.35% p.a.* on a 3, 6, 9, and 12-month Term Investment, it’s a way to save 
while doing good.      CDF is proud to be supporting local projects at “St. Mary’s 
Primary School in   Dandenong, St. Elizabeth’s Primary School in Dandenong 
North, and a significant, long-term development in St. John’s Regional College, 
Dandenong.   To find out more,  visit  
www.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/communityfund/offer, scan the QR code, 
or speak to us on 1800 134 135. 

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY DAY RETREAT 
 

Date: Sat. November 30th, 2024  Time: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Location: St Paul's Retreat Centre, Wantirna 
Discover God's plan for relationships and self-identity! 
Join us for a Theology of the Body retreat exploring how faith shapes our 
understanding of relationships, sexuality, and our sense of self. Open to 
both singles and those in relationships, this day will provide insights into 
building healthier connections rooted in Catholic teaching.  Led by: 

•  Stephanie de Niese: Catholic psychotherapist and student of the  
 Theology of the Body Institute 

•  Matthew MacDonald: Catholic psychotherapist and former  
 Director of Marriage and Family Life, Melbourne Archdiocese 
Highlights: 

•  Talks, Q&A, and group discussions 

•  Opportunity for spiritual reflection 
Connect with like-minded individuals seeking deeper faith and clarity in 
today’s world  Cost: $95 (includes catering and materials) 
Register: Visit trybooking.com/CSHSO  All are welcome! Secure your 
spot today." 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 

 
The willingness to give all that one has is the central theme of today's 
readings. They offer us three models. 

Jesus is the ultimate example of heroic generosity. He first offered himself 
as expiation for our sin. Now, as the eternal high priest, he stands before 
God as our mediator, pleading on our behalf, bringing salvation to those 
who eagerly await him. 

It is interesting to note that the other two models of selfless giving are 
widows, individuals who are doubly disadvantaged by the patriarchal so-
cieties of which they are members. Their generosity is religiously in-
spired, and it comes from women who had the least material possessions 
to give. This kind of giving requires that we reach deep into ourselves and 
almost strip ourselves of our hold on life, and that we do this for religious 
reasons. The giving that is pictured in today's readings is nothing less than 
heroic generosity. 

God will not be outdone in generosity. Sometimes we become the benefi-
ciaries of obvious blessing, as was the case in the story of the woman of 
Zarephath who was granted a year's supply of floor and oil. At other 
times, we simply continue living life as usual, like the woman in the tem-
ple who was unaware of the commendation that Jesus had given her. The 
truly generous do not look for reward. They carry out their responsibilities 
and place the rest in God's hands. 

ROSTER WEEKEND 16-17 NOV 
READERS 
6:00pm:  Allister & Dayang 
8:30am:   Belen & Teresa 
10:30am:  Raul & Elizabeth 
5:30pm:   Grace & Michelle Alvares 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
6:00pm:  Maxine, Robert & Elizabeth 
8:30am:   Carmel, Rebecca & Roseline 
10:30am:  Ofelia, Orito & Thorwald 
5:30pm:   Neville, Sharmini & Graham 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR 
PRAYERS 

 

Recently Deceased:   
 
Anniversaries:  Thomas Ayyadurai 
 
 
Sick:     Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan,  
Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen  
Nelson,  Jim Lynch ,   Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,  
Frank Pezzaro,  Janet Augustine, Bridget Phy-
land,  Desmond Hopper,  Chris Grubb, Sol-
ofuti, Samantha Vasanthy,  Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez,  Alan John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony, 
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, 
Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Ger-
mano,  Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills,  
Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, 
Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,  
Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa 
(The privacy legislation requires us to have written 
permission by an  authorised person before any 

name can be printed )in the Marian.  
 (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO 
COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT 
THE PARISH OFFICE) 
 

REGULAR GROUP MEETING 
ST MARY’S PARISH 

 
LEGION OF MARY:    
Saturday afternoons 4.30pm-5.30pm in the  
Fellowship Room followed by  Rosary  
before 6pm Mass  
 
SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :  
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church 
 
AL-ANON :   Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the 
Fellowship Room. For more information  
call 1300 252 666 
 
VINCENTIAN RETREAT  CENTRE:     
Fridays Mass with healing  prayer 7pm  
 
ST EPHREM CHALDEAN CHURCH:  
Sundays Mass (Arabic) 12.30pm  
 
ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:  
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at  
Dandenong RSL.12pm 
 
MENS GROUP 
1st Thursday of month (Marian Room) 6pm 
 
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP 
1st Sunday of month (Parish Centre) 6:30pm 
 
WEEKLY COLLECTION 
Thanksgiving: $1566.50  
Presbytery $329.00 Loose:  $2222.00 
Support our Parish  
If you would like to make direct payments 
to our bank accounts, the details are:  
 
St Mary’s General Account:   
(Thanksgiving & Donations) 
NAB BSB:  083 347  ACC. No. 483196852 
 
For contributions to support our priests 
and the Archdiocese 
Presbytery Account: 
NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193 
 
 

 
St. Mary’s Parish is 

committed to the 
safety, wellbeing and 

dignity of all  
children, young  

people and  
vulnerable adult  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2024 
 

EVENT: PARISH CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
DATE: FRIDAY,  13TH DECEMBER 
WHERE: Church  TIME: 6:30pm  
 
EVENT: SIMBANG GABI 
DATE: SUNDAY, 15TH DECEMBER-23RD DECEMBER 
WHERE: Church   TIME: 7:30pm  

SAVE THE DATE 
St Mary’s New Years Eve Dinner Dance 

Date:  Tuesday 31st, December 2024 
Time: 8pm-Midnight 
Venue: St Mary’s Community Centre, New Street, Dandenong 
Cost:  $45 per head  

 

Fr Sebastian will be away on his Annual Retreat from 11th to 15th Nov 
2024.  We will have visiting Priests during these dates. 

Columban Calender for next year is now available in the Piety Shop cost $10.00 

PASTORAL CARE APPEAL 2024 This weekend is CatholicCare Vic-
toria’s annual Pastoral Care Appeal (previously known as Chaplaincy 
Appeal). Donations from our parish community will support the most 
vulnerable people in our community.  Your support and generosity will 
ensure that Catholic Prison Chaplains can continue to be the messengers 
of God’s mercy, love and compassion. Parishioners are encouraged to 
offer prayers and financial support to help provide continued spiritual 
and emotional comfort to individuals and families in Victoria. The pres-
ence of Catholic Chaplains is a crucial witness to our faith, a crucial di-
mension of our service of love, and a vital testimony to the value of life 
in all its stages. You can donate using the envelopes available or online at 
www.catholiccarevic.org.au or call (03) 9967 2515.  

All ParishVolunteers  

e.g. Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Counters, Piety Stall, Sacristans etc.   
In church foyer there is an envelope for you to collect. 

 
ALTAR SERVERS  

 
Altar Server training will be on Saturday 16th November 
after the 9:15am mass (10am-11am).   
 
Children who have received their First Communion and are interested  
in enrolling in the altar server ministry are also invited to attend this 
training session. 

http://www.catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/communityfund/offer

