
St. John Bosco’s Parish 
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                               Fr David Cartwright 
Phone:                                9337 9994 

Email:                                   niddrie@cam.org.au                      
Website:                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie   
Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:                5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:       10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
  

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection 
at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $846 
Thanksgiving: $1,720 
Loose: $390 
  
The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, 
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the 
Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, 
utilities, insurance, etc. 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick: Carl Pinto; Adrian Malouf 
  
Recently Deceased:  
We pray for all the recently deceased in our community 
  
Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Brian Downes; John Cunningham; Joan Landy; Fr Leo Kelly  

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Direct credits can also be made: 
  
Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
  
Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 
1st collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
  
An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
at the front of the church; this terminal is for contributions 
to the Church account (our 2nd collection & parish  
expenses) only. 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your  
participation: please visit our website 
or call the parish office.  

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am:  
Thursday 9.30am:   
Friday 9.30am: Sick of our parish 
Sat 5pm: Thanksgiving for parish helpers 
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

 

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta: “When you know how much God is in 
love with you, then you can only live your life radiating that 
love.” 

Our Liturgical Life 
The Penitential Act   

 
 
 
 
 
 

St Jerome says that the striking of the breast is our desire to 
expel and purify what is hidden, and St Augustine declares, 
‘…than you strike your breast. What does this mean except 
that you wish to bring to light what is concealed in the 
breast, and by this act to cleanse your hidden sins?" (Sermo 
de verbis Domini, 13).   

"You can give without loving but you cannot love without  

giving."  

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 

 

 

 

Adoration makes it possible to prolong and give more space 
for a personal encounter with Jesus truly present in the    
Eucharistic species outside the time of Mass. If in the        
Eucharist the Church demonstrates her fidelity to the       
command of the Lord ‘Do this in memory of me’, to adore the 
Sacramental Body of the Lord is to continue to make His   
remembrance. We contemplate Him whom we receive in 
Communion, to remain with Him, to be in His presence, the 
only one capable of   transforming our lives and giving it 
meaning. Indeed, it is the real body of Christ, the Eucharist, 
that gives strength for the journey of this earthly pilgrimage 
and sanctifies the mystical body, which is the Church. 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

The Roman Missal offers several 
options for the Penitential Act. 
The ‘I Confess’ where the com-
munity express their corporate 
need for mercy and strike their 
breast as a physical sign of this.  

Eucharistic Adoration 

As belief in the real presence of 
Christ in the Eucharist deepened, 
the Church became conscious of the 
meaning of silent adoration of the 
Lord present under the Eucharistic 
species (Cf. CCC 1379). Eucharistic  

Advent Timetable 
Tuesdays of Advent (Dec 17): 
- Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions 6.30pm, Mass 7pm 
 
Saturdays of Advent (Dec 14, 21): 
- Confessions: 4.30pm — 4.50pm 
 
Sundays of Advent (Dec 15, 22):  
- Confessions: 10am — 10.20am 

 
 Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December:  
 - Confessions: 10am 

 

Anointing Mass for sick & elderly parishioners 
- Friday 20 December at 9.30am 
 

Christmas Masses 
- Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December: 5pm & 9pm Masses 
- Christmas Day - Wednesday 25 December: 9.30am Mass 
 

- Boxing Day– Thursday 26 December: No Mass 
- Friday 27 December 2024 – 9.30am Mass 
 

- Saturday 28 December– 5pm Mass 
- Sunday 29 December—10.30am Mass 
 

- New Year’s Day - Wednesday 1 January 2025 - 10.00am Mass 
- Thursday 2 January 2025 - Normal Mass Schedule resumes 

Apostles’ Creed 
For the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we will use the 
Apostles’ Creed at Mass in place of the Nicene Creed.  
The words of the Apostles’ Creed are on the Mass bulletin.  
The Church offers two options for the recitation of the Creed 
at Mass on Sundays and Solemnities: either the Apostles’ or  
Nicene Creeds.  

  

 

 

Dear friends, 

It has been a busy week in our parish. We had our very successful 
Senior’s lunch on Wednesday. Thanks must go to those who 
planned and prepared the day and the wonderful lunch. It was a 
most enjoyable day. Made even more enjoyable for me by    
winning one of the raffles! 

On Thursday evening we celebrated Reconciliation in our parish. 
Thank you to those who attended and to the visiting priests. 
There are several other times for Reconciliation before Christmas. 
Reconciliation will be available Tuesday at 6.30pm; Saturday at 
4.30pm and Sunday at 10am & Christmas Eve at 10am. Please 
contact me if you would like to make a time personally to      
celebrate the sacrament.  

On Friday we celebrated our end of year school Mass with the 
whole school at 11.45am. I wish our staff and families and     
students a peace-filled and relaxing holiday.  

This Sunday we will bless our church crib, prepared so beautifully 
for us by Pan and Peter. We chose a Middle Eastern theme this 
year, to stand in prayer and solidarity with the Christians in the 
Middle East who are experiencing great suffering and a very 
uncertain future. As you visit the crib, you might spare a prayer 
for them. We will bless the crib at the 10.30am Mass, followed by 
coffee and Panettone after Mass. We will also bless any figures 
from your home cribs that you have brought along. Our morning 
tea is also a chance to thank all those who assist us in many ways 
in the parish. We are blessed with many people who give       
generously of their time and talents.  

This coming Friday at the 9.30am Mass we will have the         
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, for the sick and elderly of 
our parish.  

Christmas Offering envelopes are available in the church. This is 
an important source of support for the clergy of the parish; our 
retired and sick priests and Bishops. These can be placed in either 
of the two collections at Mass. Thank you for your support.  

This weekend we light the 3rd candle of our Advent wreath- on 
the day which is also called Gaudete Sunday, or rejoicing Sunday. 
It reminds us to look forward to the great feast we are preparing 
for at Christmas, by using a rose candle and rose vestments, a 
lighter shade of purple to contrast to the other Sundays of     
Advent.  

Let us continue to pray for each other and ask St John Bosco to 
pray for us.  

Fr David Cartwright 
Parish Priest 

“Bambinelli” Sunday & morning tea for volunteers 
This Sunday 15 December we will bless our church crib at the 
10.30am Mass and you are invited to bring your home crib 
figures to be blessed also. We will have Panettone and coffee 
after Mass. 
This morning tea is also an opportunity to thank all those who 
support the parish in various ways each year as volunteers 
and in ministry. Without your generous help and time we 
would not be able to achieve all that we do. God bless you for 
your generosity!  

The Christmas Appeal for St Vincent de Paul will be taken up on 
the weekend of 21st & 22nd December.  

Christmas Helpers 
There are sign up sheets in the foyer for those able to help the 
ministry for the Christmas Masses. Thank you in advance! 

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie


SHARING THE  
EARTH’S GOODS

This Sunday’s Gospel continues with 
John Baptist. His voice now becomes 
more demanding, urging his audience 
to live in ways typified by generosity, 
kindness and justice, themes which will 
appear throughout the Gospel. Those 
whom John addresses reflect the audience 
of Luke’s Gospel, including tax agents 
and soldiers, with a focus on wealth. This 
will be a major theme in the Gospel. 
Luke intends to speak to those who have 
rank and influence, to bring about change 
and status reversal, themes that begin 
here in today’s Gospel. John responds to 
his enquirers coming for baptism about 
how they are to live. He encourages 
them to share their clothing with those 
who have nothing and food with those 
who are hungry. This presumes that his 
audience (and Luke’s Gospel audience) 
have possessions and food to share. They 
are not impoverished. When similarly 
asked by tax collectors—agents of Rome’s 
imperial household—they are told not to 
extract taxes beyond what is due. In other 
words, they are not to become wealthy 
at the expense of others. Soldiers (again 
members of Luke’s community) are told 
to act without violence and extortion, 
content with their pay. 
All these that John addresses are invited 
on to a path of economic restraint and 
generosity. This will allow them to be 
ready for the coming of the one whom 
John prepares his audience for, and the 
focus of the second half of the Gospel. 
Today’s Gospel offers us an Advent 
moment to reflect on our own use of 
Earth’s goods and possessions and how 
we share them. 

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL	
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and  
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2024.  
No 692. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

REJOICE IN THE LORD! A theme of joy always runs through the liturgy of the Third 
Sunday of Advent. The joy of this day springs from our anticipation and excitement 
that the Lord’s coming is very near. We ask the Lord to remove any sadness from our 
hearts that may hinder us from embracing the peace and hope which his presence 
will bestow on us this Christmas.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Phil 4: 4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice.

Indeed, the Lord is near.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.

P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R. And grant us your salvation.

P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

V.  Lord, have mercy.

R.  Lord, have mercy.

V.  Christ, have mercy.

R.  Christ, have mercy.

V.  Lord, have mercy.

R.  Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
P. O God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 
Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Zeph 3:14-18

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah.
With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion,
Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence;
he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst;
you have no more evil to fear.
When that day comes, word will come to 

Jerusalem:
Zion, have no fear,
do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst,
a victorious warrior.
He will exult with joy over you,
he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Isa 12:2-6. R. v. 6

R.  Cry out with joy and gladness: for 
among you is the great and Holy One of 
Israel.
1.  Truly, God is my salvation, / I trust, 
I shall not fear. / For the Lord is my strength, 
my song, / he became my saviour. / With 
joy you will draw water / from the wells of 
salvation.  R.

2.  Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to 
his name! / Make his mighty deeds known 
to the peoples! / Declare the greatness of his 
name.  R.

3.  Sing a psalm to the Lord / for he has done 
glorious deeds, / make them known to all the 
earth! / People of Zion, sing and shout for 
joy / for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel.  R.

SECOND READING	 Phil 4:4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians.
The Lord is near.

I want you to be happy, always happy in the 
Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness. 

Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: 
the Lord is very near. There is no need to 
worry; but if there is anything you need, 
pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and 
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which 
is so much greater than we can understand, 
will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in 
Christ Jesus.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Isa 61:1; Lk 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the 
poor. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Lk 3:10-18

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
What, then, must we do?

When all the people asked John, ‘What 
must we do? he answered, ‘If anyone has 
two tunics he must share with the man who 
has none, and the one with something to eat 
must do the same.’ There were tax collectors 
too who came for baptism, and these said to 
him, ‘Master, what must we do?’ He said to 
them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some 
soldiers asked him in their turn, ‘What must 

we do?’ He said to them, ‘No intimidation! 
No extortion! Be content with your pay!’

  A feeling of expectancy had grown among 
the people, who were beginning to think that 
John might be the Christ, so John declared 
before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo 
the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-
fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the 
chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go 
out.’ As well as this, there were many other 
things he said to exhort the people and to 
announce the Good News to them.

  The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your 
saving work.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OR II OF ADVENT 
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven  . . . 
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . . 
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . . 
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 cf. Isa 35:4

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and 
do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will 
save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We implore your mercy, Lord,
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of 
our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you,  
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.

15 December 2024Third Sunday of Advent / C


