Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 18012026

St Macartan’s Catholic Parish

\)\ ’ - 4 Drake St, Mornington VIC 3931 < —_—1
- Parish Office: Tue to Fri 9am to 4pm: Ph: 5975 2200 u? >
> 4 Email: mornington@cam.org.au -
T Web: stmacartansparish.com.au E o
\ - 4 BSB:083 347 Account No: 547373281 ’&; &
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Geoffrey Mcllroy 9 cods
Parish Coordinator: Tim Lambourne

Upcoming Events - here

Fr Geoff on leave We I CO m e
12th—24th January. A warm welcome Father Kevin Burke
During which time there will be to St Macartan’s this weekend,
no 9:15am MASSES

celebrating masses with us during

(see notice on church doors & our Father Geoff's absence.

website - in “upcoming events”)
Children’s Liturgy
Returns 25th January, 2026
Fundraiser :
Community Centre toilets
We are hoping to raise $30,000 to
pay for the renovation works. Youth groups
Also, a BIG THANK YOU to Quinns Place (Teenagers)
Gerry & Frank who worked demol- Returns 30th January, 2026
ishing the old toilets, in all that
heat, & saving us money!

Upcoming Holy Days:

« 21stJan: St Agnes, virgin, martyr
« 24th Jan: St Francis de Sales,
bishop, doctor




WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS
Pray for the sick and their Carers: Cinzia Paola, Joan Watts,
Michaela Gabriel, Margaret Raynor, Kath O’Malley, Pam Cahill, Helen
Roberts, Phil Stokes, Audrey Tunks, Tony Beale, Rosie Trianda, Tony
Hannan, David Harnett & Mary Ross

Death Anniversaries: Terry Said

Recent Deaths:

Video Sunday 18th January, 2026, 9am Mass

LIVESTREAMING: https://vimeo.com/event/5632060
Or go to website to copy link: http://www.melbcatholic.org/s/mornington
ALSO: at our regular YouTube link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptksOFw/videos

Mass Times:
. Weekdays: Tues to Saturday 9:15am

«  Saturday night: 6 pm
. Sunday: 9am, 11am

« Anointing/Healing Mass: 9:15am
[1st Friday of each Month]

HOLY HOUR / ADORATION:

Wednesday’s 9:45 - 10:30 and Saturday’s
9:45 - 10:30 approx. (after 9:15am Mass)

RECONCILIATION:

9:45am: Wed & Saturday (after 9:15am
Mass) or by appointment 59752200

YOUTH GROUPS: QUINN’S PLACE:

Year 7+ Friday’s 6pm-10pm Community
House & Hall

ENCOUNTER: Youth Group: Primary
school age Midday-1:30pm after 11 AM
mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of each
Month in the Community House

TO DONATE TO OUR CHURCH ACCOUNT &
FOR THANKSGIVING:

St Macartan’s Parish BSB: 083 347
Account Number: 547 373 281
Account name: St Macartan’s Catholic Church



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos

First Reading

Isaiah 49:3. 5-6
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

I will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may reach to the
ends of the earth.

The Lord said to me, “You are my servant, Israel,
in whom | shall be glorified’;
| was honoured in the eyes of the Lord,
my God was my strength.
And now the Lord has spoken,
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
to gather Israel to him:

‘It is not enough for you to be my servant,
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel;
| will make you the light of the nations
so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. v.8. 9.

(R.) Here | am, Lord;
| come to do your will.

1. | waited, | waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry.

He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. (R.)

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,
but an open ear.
You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I. (R.)

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written
that | should do your will.
My God, | delight in your law
in the depth of my heart. (R.)

4. Your justice | have proclaimed
in the great assembly.
My lips | have not sealed;
you know it, O Lord.




Second Reading

1 Corinthians 1:1-3
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with
you.

[, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, send
greetings to the church of God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who
are called to take their place among all the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord
Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.

Gospel Acclamation

John 1:14. 12

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.
He enabled those who accepted him
to become the children of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel

John 1:29-34
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God that
takes away the sin of the world. This is the one | spoke of when | said: A man is
coming after me who ranks before me because he existed before me. | did not

know him myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that | came baptising with
water.” John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a
dove and resting on him. | did not know him myself, but he who sent me to baptise
with water had said to me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and
rest is the one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, | have seen and |
am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’

Communion Antiphon

Cf Psalm 22:5

You have prepared a table before me,
and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst.




Gospel reflection

Strangely, despite being in Ordinary Time
‘ again, the lectionary temporarily departs
: from the gospel of Matthew and today’s
2 reading is from the gospel of John. Given
Ranklng that last week’s reading was the Matthean
There is an odd line in today's passage. John R account of the baptism of Christ we must
reminds the crowd that he had said 'A man B g5 me that there is a deliberate purpose in
is coming after me who ranks before me . .
because he existed before me.’ In Jewish the choice of reading for today. Indeed, the
tradition, the prophets and patriarchs who Jthree readings for today give a very specific
came earlier in their history ranked higher g slant to the baptism and mission of Jesus.
‘ha”th"sew?c"’:mf'ate“ Theytb.zie".ed th?‘ The readings from Isaiah and Paul’s letter
M Gods et B abatans | to the Corinthians emphasise that God’s
Successive episodes and characters were Salvat|0n IS for a” the World, not JUSt the
regarded as lesser. But John affirms that g people of Israel. We find this also in the
ot o g o o | gosel when ot the Bapist declares.
is more than simply the lates{ ifa long line there_ is the lamb o,f qu that tak‘es away
of prophets. the sin of the world’. It is the sin ‘of the
world’ that Jesus takes away; that is, all hu-
mankind. This was a tough concept for the
Jews whose relationship with God was grounded in the concept of being the
‘chosen people’; a people set apart. It continues to be a difficult concept for many
Christian people today who struggle with the notion that God’s love and mercy are
so extravagant that they are poured out for absolutely anyone and everyone.
Some Christians like to maintain an ‘us and them’ approach to their faith and think
that if you're not one of ‘us’ then salvation will be denied by God. The role of John
the Baptist in this passage is to be a withess; to point to Jesus and say ‘He is the
one!’ Lots of us need the affirmation and direction provided by another person be-
fore we are ready to commit to a new direction in our lives. John gives the crowd
confidence and effectively hands over to Jesus the authority that the crowd had

perceived in him.

Living the Gospel — Pointing the way

John the Baptist fills the role of ‘pointing the way’ to Jesus. In our own lives we al-
so have the ability to ‘point the way’ towards Jesus. It doesn’t need to be as blatant
as John’s ‘Look, there he is!’ However, the way we choose to live our life can point
the way just as powerfully as John did. More often than not, our actions speak
much more powerfully than any words we might utter. Consistently treating others
with respect, maintaining prayer as a central part of life and working for justice in
the world will make an impression on others and point the way to Jesus.

Scriptural context — Baptism of Jesus

Each of the three synoptic gospels (Mark, Luke and Matthew) presents an account
of the baptism of Jesus. All three versions record the Spirit descending in the form

of a dove. In the fourth gospel, it is interesting that the gospel writer does not actu-
ally give an account of the baptism as by the time of this gospel’s writing the story

is well entrenched in the Christian culture. Instead of a baptism account, John the

Baptist appears to recall the event. Rather than needing to describe the event, this
gospel writer treats it as a given and simply refers to it.
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Pope at Audience: Second Vatican Council still guiding star of Church’s
journey

Pope Leo X1V begins a new catechesis series on the Second Vatican Council and its documents,
emphasizing that the Council's teaching still serves as the guiding star of the Church’s journey.
By Deborah Castellano Lubov

The Pope called this "a valuable opportunity to rediscover the beauty and the importance of this
ecclesial event," pointing to Pope Saint John Paul II's words at the end of the Jubilee 2000 when
he said, “I feel more than ever in duty bound to point to the Council as the great grace bestowed
on the Church in the twentieth century.” Pope Leo recalled that, in 2025, along with the anniver-
sary of the Council of Nicaea, the Church recalled the 60th anniversary of Vatican Il. He said that
while the time that separates us from this event is not so long, it is true that the generation of
Bishops and theologians of Vatican Il is no longer with us.

Rereading Council’'s documents

"Therefore, while we hear the call not to let its prophecy
fade, and to continue to seek ways and means to imple-
ment its insights, it will be important to get to know it
again closely, and to do so not through ‘hearsay’ or in-
terpretations that have been given, but by rereading its
documents and reflecting on their content.” He quoted
Pope Benedict XVI's words in 2005 that “as the years
have passed, the Conciliar Documents have lost none of
their timeliness; indeed, their teachings are proving par-
ticularly relevant to the new situation of the Church and
the current globalized society.” Pope Leo recalled that when Pope Saint John XXIII opened the
Council on October 11, 1962, he spoke of it as the dawn of a day of light for the whole Church,
adding that, "The work of the numerous Fathers convened from the Churches of all continents
did indeed pave the way for a new ecclesial season."

Rediscovering face of God as Father calling us to be His children

"After a rich biblical, theological, and liturgical reflection spanning the twentieth century," Pope
Leo highlighted, "Vatican Il rediscovered the face of God as the Father who, in Christ, calls us to
be His children; it looked at the Church in the light of Christ, light of nations, as a mystery of com-
munion and sacrament of unity between God and His people; it initiated important liturgical re-
form, placing at its centre the mystery of salvation and the active and conscious participation of
the entire People of God." At the same time, the Pope reflected, "it helped us to open up to the
world and to embrace the changes and challenges of the modern age in dialogue and co-
responsibility” as a Church that "wishes to open her arms to humanity, to echo the hopes and
anxieties of peoples, and to collaborate in building a more just and fraternal society." Thanks to
the Second Vatican Council, Pope Leo underscored, quoting Pope Saint Paul VI's Encycli-

cal Ecclesiam suam, the Church “has something to say, a message to give, a communication to
make,” striving to seek the truth by way of ecumenism, interreligious dialogue, and dialogue with
people of good will.

Guide for Church's spiritual life and pastoral action

"This spirit, this inner disposition," Pope Leo insisted, "must characterize our spiritual life and the
pastoral action of the Church, because we have yet to achieve ecclesial reform more fully in a
ministerial sense, and, in the face of today’s challenges, we are called to continue to be vigilant
interpreters of the signs of the times, joyful proclaimers of the Gospel, courageous witnesses of
justice and peace." Finally, Pope Leo X1V concluded with an invitation to engage in a fresh read-
ing of the Second Vatican Council’'s documents."




ST MACARTAN'S PREP
WELCOME MASS anD
CULTURAL FESTIVAL

IF YOU LOVE YOUR CULTURE
COME AND SHARE YOUR FOOD!

SUNDAY 8th February 11am Prep Welcome Mass.
Cultural event follows Mass.

School. This year we are adding a cultural flavor to it, by celebrating the many
different ethnic groups in our wonderful Parish.

If you would like to cook your countries favorite foods, enough for 20-30 people.
We can all take delight in sharing them. | would like 6 or 7 different cultures
represented please.

To register, please contact the office 59752200 or email: mornington@cam.org.au

We will also (as per usual), have:
«  Magician for the children
. Tea, coffee and soft drinks etc.

Thank you
Fr Geoff
PS - Keep receipts for your food preparation, and you will be reimbursed.
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Every year we have a welcome Mass for our new Preps at St Macartan's Primary :
I
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"The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver will visit the Parish on the weekend

of 24/25 January to promote their work on behalf of the missions and distribute

their 2026 Claver Aimanac - Calendar at all Masses. This is a free copy but any
donation towards the missions would certainly be gratefully received.'



Community Centre Toilet Renovation Update

We are pleased to share that good progress is being made on the renovation of
the Community Centre toilets. Our builder has assisted with the works in the lead
up to Christmas, allowing us to reconfigure the space to create a more functional,
accessible, and hygienic bathroom area for all who use the Centre. The total cost
of this important project has been quoted at $30,000, and we are seeking the on-
going financial support of our parish community to help bring it to completion. We

thank you sincerely for your generosity and continued support of our parish
facilities.

HIGH SPIRITS

The Sacrament of CONFIRMATION

Starting Tuesday 3rd February at 4pm

In the Community House - 8 Drake Street

@s@ml

Catechism for children who
do not attend Catholic school or

Please register via Office 59752200

haven’t completed their sacraments Or email: mornington@cam.org.au
of Reconciliation / 1st Eucharist or . .
Confirmation Other sacraments will be in the second half of the year.

Wednesday’s 4-5pm, Parish Community
House, 8 Drake Street

Come & join Parishioner Graham Michel’s

mrs sippy jazz band with a special Australia day themed afternoon
of music & fun

Sunday 25thJanuary from 1.30 - 4.30 p.m.

at the Mornington Civic Bowls Club, 350 Dunns Road Mornington Admission $20 p.p.
B.Y.O.nibbles coffee,tea & drinks available at the bar.

Bookings not required.




Youth Worker Opportunity at St Macartan’s

| St Macartan’s Parish is seeking a casual Youth Worker to help nurture, support,

| and engage the young people of our parish in a safe, welcoming, and faith-centred
| environment. This role is focused on building meaningful relationships with youth,
j encouraging friendships, parish connection, and helping young people explore and
 live their faith in ways that are relevant to their lives. The Youth Worker will support
j Junior and senior youth groups, create opportunities for social and spiritual growth,
! and provide a safe “hang-out” space where young people feel valued, included,

l and supported.

I Working closely with parents, parish staff, and the Parish Priest, the Youth Worker
1 will also help connect youth activities with parish life, including the Sunday 11am
| Youth Mass, and assist with events, communication, and safeguarding responsibil-
| ities. This is a deeply meaningful role within our community, ideal for someone with
| @ passion for youth ministry, strong interpersonal skills, and a commitment to Cath-
j olic values. A Working With Children Check, Police Check, and driver’s license are
I required. Applications close 23 January 2026.

https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies/youth-worker
Or contact the Office: 59752200 email: Mornington@cam.org.au

Group Date End 2025 Date Return 2026
Men’s Group 20/11/2025 19/02/2026
St Mac’s Café 17/12/2025 28/01/2026
Children’s Liturgy 21/12/2025 25/01/2026
Quinns Place 12/12/2025 30/01/2026

Encounter 14/12/2025 TBA
Minister unto God prayer 02/12/2025 03/02/2026
group
Little Macs Playgroup 10/12/2025 4/2/2026

Parish Safety Reminder

St Macartan's as well as being a faith community, is also a family, and as
such, we do look our for one another and we care for each other. So we
kindly remind all parishioners that any accidents or significant injuries occur-
ring on parish grounds, should be reported to a member of parish staff or a
volunteer as soon as possible. This helps us ensure proper immediate care
is provided and we can look into what the cause was so we can continue to
maintain a safe environment for everyone.

Please be assured that our parish has first aid-trained volunteers with a ful-
ly stocked first aid kit to assist in the event of an emergency. Also, there are
parishioners who are nurses and doctors and we have defibrillator available.



@ﬁ 20kes 0f the Week 35

;1) Pastor joke: My neighbouring pastor put sanitary hot air hand
:dryers in the rest rooms at his Church and after two weeks took them
iout. I asked him why and he confessed that they worked fine but when
Ehe went in there, he saw a sign that read, “For a sample of this week’s
Esermon, push the button.

;2) "The future son-in-law: The rich businessman Raymond goes to

imeet his new son-in-law to be, Ben. He says to Ben, "So, tell me Ben, :
émy boy, what you do?” "I study the Theology,” he replies. "But Ben, you
Eare going to marry my daughter! How are going to feed and house :
Eher?" “No problem,” says Ben, "I study Theology, and it says God will :
§provide.” “But you will have children! How will you educate them?” asks
éRaymond. “No problem,” says Ben, "I study Theology, and it says God :
Ewill provide.” When Raymond returns home, his wife anxiously asks him

:what Ben is like. “Well,” says Raymond, “he’s a lovely boy.
§I only just met him, and he already thinks I'm God.”

;3) Lamb o God: If Mary is the mother of Jesus and Jesus
§is the lamb of God Does that mean that Mary had a little
:lamb?

) ' CATHOLIC SACRISTAN

Volunteers needed as SACRISTANS:

The role of the Sacristan is crucial in supporting the smooth running of our church
services. Each Mass needs a Sacristan - a person in charge of the Sacristy. Preparing the
altar and sacred vessels, ensuring there are enough hosts and wine and assisting the Priest
before Mass.

If you are interested, please see Fr Geoff.




Mass Coordinators

6.00pm Alis Fisher 0438077492

9.00am Clive Tucker 0421 772 563

11.00am Patricia Duryea 0418 139 599

2"? Sunday of Ordinary Time — 17/18 January 2026

6.00pmReaders: Marlene Tesmann, Fay Murphy
Eucharistic Mins: Christina Llopart, Tricia Hird
Audio Visual: Carmel McGrath
9.00amReaders: Kathleen Ronchi, Michael Kerr
Eucharistic Mins: Rosemarie D’Silva, Frank Crea
Audio Visual: James Barrett
Live Stream: Didier Le Miere
11.00amReaders: Esme Higgins, John Rowe
Eucharistic Mins: Michael Harrison, Sue Fletcher

Audio Visual: Graham Michel

3"Y Sunday of Ordinary Time 24/25 January 2026

6.00pmReaders: Adrian Mitchell, Louise Renshaw

Eucharistic Mins: Mairi Duyvestyn, Alis Fisher

Audio Visual: Chris Curtain

9.00amReaders: Don Ziino, Spencer Meier
Eucharistic Mins: John & Mary Lewis
Audio Visual: Tim Lambourne

Livestream: Didier Le Miere

11.00amReaders: Irene Hackett, Terry Roberts
Eucharistic Mins: Barb Ensil, Evelyn Atkins

Audio Visual: Marino Casamento

Those wishing to volunteer contact Jody 045 0096 210, or via email:

jody54@westnet.com.au

THANK YOU



PARISH CONTACTS

Parish Contact Details:

AV & Livestreaming Technician: Didier Le Miere: 0400 801 891
Email: Didier.lemiere31@gmail.com

Baptisms: Every Saturday at 11am Contact Office: 5975 2200
Baptism Preparation: Contact Fr Geoff:

Catholic Mission Parish Ambassador: Jody Kerrins
jodyS54@westnet.com.au

Child, Youth and Family Counsellor: Joanne Devota-Rando 0403 113 199
Finance Committee: Frank Crea: 0417 104 041

Marriage & Counselling: Charmaine Holmes: 0413 394 085

Email: charholmes59@amail.com

Marriage Preparation: Fr Geoff, Email: Geoffrey.mcilroy@cam.org.au
Memorial Wall: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Jody Kerrins (Chairperson)
Email: jody54@westnet.com.au

Men’s Night: Contact Kerry Mclnerney 5976 2155

OH&S: Contact Tim Lambourne Mornington@cam.org.au

Safeguarding Officer: Tim Lambourne Mornington.ChildSafety@cam.org.au
Spiritual Director/Pastoral Counsellor/Psychotherapist: Angelo
Campagna Ph: 0411 305 478, Website: www.angelocampagna.com.au

St Mac’s High Spirits: Teacher is Michael Kerr: Contact office: 5975 2200

St Mac’s Café: Coordinator: Peter Lynch 0402325681 or Fr Geoff 5975
2200

St Macartan’s Gift Shop: Trish Thomas: 0425 749 379

St Vincent de Paul: Barry Murphy: 0419 225 455
Volunteer Application Support Officer: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200

Visitation Inquiries: Office 5975 2200 If you or someone you
Weddings contact the Office

Youth Worker (Quinn’s Place): Kristina Turner,
Email: Kristina.b2906@bigpond.com danger, contact the

Youth Worker (Encounter): Kate Mclnnes: following crisis services:
Email: morningtonparish.youth@cam.org.au

know is in immediate

Emergency 000
Schools:

St Macartan’s Primary School: Ph: 5979 9200 Lifeline 13 11 14
Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800

MensLine 1300 78 99 78
Suicide Call Back Service
1300 659 467

Principal: Colleen McGreal
Deputy: Andrea Kershaw
Padua College: Ph: 5976 0100
Principal: Kelly McGurn




FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH

| have always appreciated good customer service and good value for money.

Therefore, whenever | find someone who supports our Parish in these ways, they
| become friends and I truly believe we should show our support to them too. More

MAIN GRILL

CHICKEN | SOUVLAKI | BURGERS | SALADS

74 Main Street, Mornington, Victoria 3931
Fr Geoff rates it as: Yum, Yum, & Yummy!

info@maingrill.com.au | 03 5932 4903

sz

Fixon Media Group PTY LTD
Didier Le Miere

Director
didier@fixonmedia.com.au

0400 801 891 fixonmedia.com.au live-streaming and

THC
00

MORNINGTON CHAUFFEURED
LIMOUSINES

Mornington Chauffeured Limousines

Jordyn’s Lighting & Electricians

900 Moorooduc Highway, Mornington
Phone: 5978 8900

0400 607 176

Bernadette Cross
Catering for oll your Occassions

0409 541 765

'.
A JORDAN'S

bernadette cross@hotmail.com

ABN: 67631320110

THANK YOU TO COLES MORNINGTON

| | CENTRAL FOR SUPPORTING OUR

YOUTH EVENTS & FOR DONATING
SAUSAGES FOR OUR TEDDY BEARS
PICNIC




FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH

. For enquiries, please call 9773 4800 Factory 8,
temptation Auiries b Y

bakeries 213-223 Wells Rd,
Chelsea Heights VIC 3196

f!‘ PIERTOPIER
"

HEATING & COOLING SOLUTIONS

PiertoPier Heating & Cooling Ser-
vices Mountain Road

0409 200 893 Cockatoo Vic 3781
Tel: 0436 393 390

partypets2u@ gmail.com.au

(1 \v Combining natural health and mod-
ern medicine.

Bentons Road
VETERINARY CLINIC See Doctor Kelly anq the
wonderful team for all things pet

related.
136 Bentons Rd, Mount Martha

ABOUT US

Accountants & Advisors ready to
help create the success that you

deserve.

CONTACT US

7 (03) 5959 1970
ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS contact@upturn.com.au
MORE THAN NUMBER: A L1/1A Main St,

Mornington, VIC



FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH

Cafe located in Mornington
Central Shopping Centre
78 Barkly Street Morning-
ton

FREE SPACE

Simply contact the office and
we can discuss

E 11 1 DRAIM BLOCKAGE SPECIALISTS
18 Ooer F0 geazs exfericnce

= BLOCHED EEVWERS. EEFTICS
AMD STORM WATER DRAIRE

& DCIRAIH LOCATER

5’::._\* . III' a SEPTE: TANMK LOCATIONE 59752200

ol Posrriuy phe FWoreiagion Posiviala
0419 348 575 - 5975 3636

Banjos Bakery & Café

2/3 96 Main Street, Mornington
5975 2111

Open 6am-6pm
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nexuaa

News, Cards, Gifts, and More

Mornington Newsagency

Mornington News Agency

97 Main Street, Mornington
Phone: 5975 2099




KIDS FIND THE WORD PAGE

Date:

Name:
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