St. John Bosco’s Parish
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042

Parish Priest: Fr David Cartwright

Phone: 9337 9994

Email: niddrie@cam.org.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie
Parish Secretary: Charles Meneze

Office Hours: 10am —4pm

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday

Mass Times
Wednesday — Friday: 9:30am
Saturday: 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday: 10:30am

Prayer and Devotions
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:30pm
First Fridays 9-9:20am
Or any time by arrangement or request

Baptisms
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month

House Blessings
Please contact the Parish Office

St. John Bosco’s School
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042

Principal: Peter Monaghan
Phone: 9337 2314
Email: principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au

Mass Offerings
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection
at Mass.

Stewardship
Presbytery: $924

Thanksgiving: $1,864
Loose: $311

The 1* Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest,
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the
Archbishop.

The 2™ Collection is for parish expenses such as wages,
utilities, insurance, etc.

With St John Bosco we pray for...
Sick: Carl Pinto; Adrian Malouf

Recently Deceased:
Kevin Andrews

Anniversaries and Remembrances:
Frank Ortisi; Giuseppe Fibbiali; Irene Athaide; Mary &
Peter Keogh; David Uren

A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

Dear friends,

My sincere thanks to all those who joined us last Sunday for
‘Bambinelli Sunday’. It was wonderful to see extra people with us
for the occasion, and with their families and crib figures. Thanks
also to those who arranged the morning tea for us. Hopefully this
can be the start of a nice tradition in our parish.

It was nice to welcome our senior parishioners to our anointing
Mass last Friday morning. May this Sacrament bring them
strength, hope and healing.

Attached to the bulletin this weekend is the Christmas Offering
envelope. As | wrote last week, this is an important help to our
parish, and our sick and retired priests. These can be placed in
either collection at Mass this week or next.

The generosity of the Christmas season is abundant in our parish
with the volunteers that we have doing so many things. Our
garden is always beautiful; our crib is wonderful this year, and the
church and grounds are looking great, thanks to those who have
volunteered to clean and prepare for Christmas.

You will notice that we now have a QR code for donations to the
parish. By scanning this code, you can select where you wish to
contribute to (the first or second collection). Thank you for your
continued support of our parish.

In the new year | will be heading to Rome for a clergy conference
in the Jubilee Year. | have been part of the organising committee
for this Conference, with priests from the UK and USA. | will be
away for the first 3 weeks of January. Whilst there, | hope to
make the pilgrimage to the major Basilicas for the Jubilee and will
remember all of you in my prayers as | do so. The Mass schedule
will remain the same and | thank the visiting priests in advance.

| have noticed that our church does not have a statue of our
patron, St John Bosco. We have a lovely stained glass window and
a picture of him. | was thinking that | may be able to purchase
one in Rome when | am there, if the possibility arises. If so, we
may have some fundraising activity to pay for it in the new year.

In the coming days we will welcome a number of visitors to our
church for Christmas. This is always a great opportunity for us to
show our Christian charity by making our visitors feel welcome.
Our personal witness and charity is a most important tool of
evangelisation.

As we continue our Advent journey, let’s continue to pray for
each other and to ask our patron, St John Bosco to pray for us.

Fr David Cartwright

Parish Priest

Advent Timetable

Saturdays of Advent (Dec 21):
- Confessions: 4.30pm — 4.50pm

Sundays of Advent (Dec 22):
- Confessions: 10am — 10.20am

Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December:
- Confessions: 10am

Christmas Masses
- Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December: 5pm & 9pm Masses
- Christmas Day - Wednesday 25 December: 9.30am Mass

- Boxing Day— Thursday 26 December: No Mass
- Friday 27 December 2024 — 9.30am Mass

- Saturday 28 December— 5pm Mass
- Sunday 29 December—10.30am Mass

- New Year’s Day - Wednesday 1 January 2025 - 10.00am Mass

- Thursday 2 January 2025 - Normal Mass Schedule resumes

Our Spiritual Life
In this Year of Prayer, all
communities are invited to promote

R ’

5?% o0 ‘ 6‘%_ times of Eucharistic Adoration, an
3 2 indispensable element for
i ¢ ¢, encountering the Lord. Each
2 ’\Q’ community should find the most
’?EGR\“"

appropriate ways and times to

develop this practice that brings so many fruits of holiness to
the Church. We offer a traditional format for Adoration that
may be helpful in fostering the faithful in prayer and in
recognizing the presence of the Lord who is waiting for us to
turn to Him.

To be continued...

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook!
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie

The Parish Office will close at 4pm on Tuesday 24 December

2024 & reopen at 10am on Friday 3 January 2025.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year!

"Under same management for over 2000 years."

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) and we

will add you to our subscription Iist You can also subscribe via

this QR code:

The St Vincent de Paul Christmas appeal will be taken up today after
Communion. Thank you for your generosity and support of those in

need in our community.

Wisdom from the Saints

Saint John XXIII: “Lord, | have looked into your eyes with my

eyes. | have put my heart near your heart.”

Apostles’ Creed
For the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we will use the
Apostles’ Creed at Mass in place of the Nicene Creed.
The words of the Apostles’ Creed are on the Mass bulletin.

The Church offers two options for the recitation of the Creed

at Mass on Sundays and Solemnities: either the Apostles’ or
Nicene Creeds.

Our Liturgical Life

The Penitential Act
ke The two other forms of the
Penitential Act invite a dialogue
between celebrant and
assembly. ‘Have mercy on us O
Lord... For we have sinned
X against you.” ‘Show us O Lord
your mercy... And grant us your salvation.” OR the three
tropes which conclude with ‘Lord Have Mercy, Christ have
mercy, Lord have mercy’. The Kyrie (Lord have mercy) can
also be recited in the Greek (Kyrie eleison, Christe, eleison,
Kyrie eleison). The Act concludes with the words of

Absolution by the celebrant, ‘May almighty God have mercy...

us to everlasting life’. The Kyrie can also be sung, and it ap-
propriate on Sundays and more solemn occasions.

Donate via QR code

You can now donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts using

this QR code:

Christmas Helpers
There are sign up sheets in the foyer for those able to help the
ministry for the Christmas Masses. Thank you in advance!

Mass Intentions this week

Friday 9.30am: Safe travels of our families
Sat 5pm: Thanksgiving for 2024
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

Stewardship Corner

e NT . Thank you for your generosity towards

\,- _ i '4"/1 our parish - spiritually, physically and

] "' Z financially. If you are not a current
éfécuﬂ l(/d%l contributor, we invite your

A WAY OF LIVING participation: please visit our website

or call the parish office.
Direct credits can also be made:
Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection)
BSB: 083 - 347
Acct No.: 6568 74974

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st
collection)

BSB: 083 - 347

Acct No.: 6616 52479

An option is now available for electronic card contributions
to the Parish & Presbytery accounts.

These terminals are available for use in the Church foyer
before & after weekend Mass.

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone.
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She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women :
you are the most blessed, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured
with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For
the moment your greeting reached my ears,
the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed
is she who believed that the promise made her
by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ :

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
i Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: When we eat this Bread and drink
© this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
i divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . ..

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
i glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

- P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

- R. And with your spirit.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his :
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify
these gifts laid upon your altar, just as

he filled with his power the womb of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE Il OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

LAl exchange a sign of peace

: LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

i the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

¢ the world, grant us peace.

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION

- P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
© takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb. :
" R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should
enter under my roof, but only say the :
¢ word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear

 asom;
i and his name will be called Emmanuel.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Having received this pledge of eternal
redemption, we pray, almighty God,

© that, as the feast day of our salvation draws
ever nearer, so we may press forward all the
more eagerly to the worthy celebration of
the mystery of your Son’s Nativity.

© Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

" R. Amen.

lsa7:14

3 THE CONCLUDING RITES

- P. The Lord be with you.

© R. And with your spirit.

P May almighty God bless you,

* the Father, and the Son, M and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.

- PGoin peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.

%EAKING OPEN THE WORD

FRUITFULNESS
AND BLESSEDNESS

With Christmas only days away, this final
Advent Sunday Gospel turns its attention
to the pregnant Mary, soon to give birth.
She goes to visit her cousin, Elizabeth,
also pregnant. While the Gospel’s
Greco-Roman audience is familiar with
family structures and lines of patriarchal
authority, our Gospel centres on these
two women within the patriarchal setting
of the house of Elizabeth’s husband,
Zechariah.

There is something subtly subversive here.
Important is the relationship between
these two women and the fruitful imagery
that permeates the story. The pregnancies
of the two mothers anticipate the births
of the two central figures in the Gospel’s
opening chapters. We have already seen
one of them, John the Baptist, in the
Gospels of the previous Sundays. It is the
other, Jesus, whose birth we are soon to
celebrate in a few days’ time.

Elizabeth attests to the blessedness of
Mary and the child to whom she will
give birth. It is an affirmation which even
Elizabeth’s child witnesses to while still
in the womb. Elizabeth and the child
she carries anticipate the holiness of
the one whom Mary will, at the angel’s
earlier invitation, name ‘Jesus’. For the
mother to name the child, as Elizabeth
will do later in naming ‘John’ before
the speechless Zechariah, is culturally
unusual. But there is nothing usual about
these births. We are caught up in this
story, about fruitfulness and blessedness.
Perhaps these are God’s much-needed
words to us as we seek to be with these
two female figures preparing for the birth
amongst us of the one from God.

FrR MicHAEL TRAINOR
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT / C

BLESSED IS SHE WHO BELIEVED. From Bethlehem, the least of the clans of Judah,

and from a peasant girl, Mary, one of the least of the Jewish people, God prepared
a body for Jesus, the saviour of the world. As we rejoice in the saviour who has
come to visit us, we also join Elizabeth in praising Mary for her faith, her love and

her obedience.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Drop down dew from above, you
heavens, and let the clouds rain down
the Just One; let the earth be opened and
bring forth a Saviour.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have
mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Advent

COLLECT

P. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your
grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ your Son was made
known by the message of an Angel, may
by his Passion and Cross be brought to the
glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Micah.

Out of you will be born the one who is to rule
over Israel.

The Lord says this:

of. lsa 45:8

Mic 5:1-4

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

the least of the clans of Judah,

out of you will be born for me

the one who is to rule over Israel;

his origin goes back to the distant past,

to the days of old.

The Lord is therefore going to abandon
them

till the time when she who is to give birth
gives birth.

Then the remnant of his brothers will
come back

to the sons of Israel.

He will stand and feed his flock

with the power of the Lord,

with the majesty of the name of his God.

They will live secure, for from then on he
will extend his power to the ends of the
land.

He himself will be peace.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.
. RESP PSALM

R. Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face and we shall be saved.

1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us, / shine

forth from your cherubim throne. / O Lord,
rouse up your might, / O Lord, come to our
~help. R.

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, /
look down from heaven and see. / Visit this
vine and protect it, / the vine your right

© hand has planted. R.

3. May your hand be on the man you have
chosen, / the man you have given your
strength. / And we shall never forsake you

- again: / give us life that we may call upon
your name. R.
SECOND READING
- A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
I am coming to do your will.

¢ This is what Christ said, on coming into the

LITURGY OF THE WORD

world:
You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,
prepared a body for me.

You took no pleasure in holocausts or
sacrifices for sin;
then I said,

OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

22 DecemBER 2024

just as I was commanded in the scroll of
the book,
‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your

will.”

Notice that he says first: You did not want
what the Law lays down as the things to be
offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations,
the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and
Ps79:2-3,15-16, 18-19.R. v. 4 you took no pleasure in them; and then he
says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your
will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace
it with the second. And this will was for us
© to be made holy by the offering of his body

made once and for all by Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God
. GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the servant of

the Lord: may his will for me be done.
i Alleluia!

GOSPEL

- P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
Heb 10:5-10 P. A reading from the holy Gospel

i according to Luke.

. R. Glory to you, O Lord.

i Why should it happen that I am honoured with
a visit from the mother of my Lord?

Lk 1:38

Lk 1:39-44

- Mary set out and went as quickly as she
© could to a town in the hill country of Judah.
She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted
Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb
- and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.



