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This parish has a commitment to ensuring the safety of children and vulnerable people in our community. 
We support the recommendations of the Royal Commission into institutional abuse and pray for all the survivors. 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of  the Kulin Nation who are the traditional 
custodians of  this land and pay our respect to the elders past, present and emerging. 

 

 Risen Christ 
The Catholic Communities of 

Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham & St Francis Xavier, Montmorency 

 Fifth Sunday of Easter 17 & 18 May 2025  -  Year C 
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OUR PEOPLE & 
OUR CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Priest 
Michael Sierakowski - Moderator 
 Michael.Sierakowski@cam.org.au 
Parish Office all correspondence to: 
 86 Mayona Road, 
 Montmorency  Vic  3094 
 9435 4742 
 RisenChrist.Parish@cam.org.au 
Kate Kogler: Parish Secretary 
 Tue-Fri 9am-3pm 
Peter Williams: Safeguarding Officer 
 RisenChrist.ChildSafety@cam.org.au 
Kerry Mash: Volunteer 
 Wed & Fri 10am-3pm 
New Website: 
www.melbcatholic.org/risenchristparish 

Facebook: Risen Christ Parish 
Risen Christ Parish Bulletin items: 
 RisenChrist.Parish@cam.org.au 
Schools 

Holy Trinity Primary School 
Principal:  Vince Bumpstead:  9431 0888 
principal@htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 
www.htelthamnth.catholic.edu.au 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School 
Principal:  Rudy Vail:  9439 7824 
school@olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 
www.olhceltham.catholic.edu.au 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Principal:  Philip Cachia:  9435 8474 
principal@sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 
www.sfxmontmorency.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH  TEAM & INFORMATION Risen Christ Parish Calendar of Events 
Saturday 17 

12:00pm Baptisms:  Kobe, Leah, Maliyah Montmorency 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 18 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Mass Eltham 

12:00pm Baptisms:  Freddie, Bianca, Sofia Eltham 

Tuesday 20 

9:30am Mass & SFX Yr Prep Montmorency 

10:00am Rosary Montmorency 

10:00am Craft Group Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry Eltham 

2:00pm Bethany Small Church Community Montmorency 

Wednesday 21 

6:30am Meditation Montmorency 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Eltham 

1:00pm Kairos Small Church Community Montmorency 

7:30pm Rosary Eltham 

Thursday 22 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

10:00am Emmaus Small Church Community Montmorency 

10:30am ASRC Food Collection Montmorency 

Friday 23 

9:30am Mass & OLHC School Eltham 

Saturday 24 

10:00am Safeguarding Meeting Eltham 

6:00pm Mass & First Eucharists Montmorency 

Sunday 25 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Mass Eltham 

12:00pm Opening Ceremony Parkview (Eltham) 
  Retirement Village 

Tuesday 27 

9:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Rosary Montmorency 

7:00pm Jordan Small Church Community Montmorency 

Wednesday 28 

6:30am Meditation Montmorency 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Eltham 

7:30pm Rosary Eltham 

Thursday 29 

9:30am Liturgy of the Word with Communion Montmorency 

Friday 30 

9:30am Mass Eltham 

Saturday 31 

12:00pm Baptisms:  Prim, Matilda Montmorency 

6:00pm Mass Montmorency 

Sunday 1 June 

8:30am Mass Montmorency 

10:00am Mass Eltham 

12:00pm Baptisms:  Xena, Isla, Evie Eltham 

Tuesday 3 

9:30am Mass & SFX Yr 5/6 Montmorency 

10:00am Rosary Montmorency 

10:00am Craft Group Montmorency 

11:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry Eltham 

Collections: 4 & 11 May 2025 

  OLHC SFX 

Thanksgiving 
Cash 
Electronic 

$332.00 
$1,868.00 

$685.00 
$4,007.00 

Presbytery 
Cash 
Electronic 

$681.00 
150.00 

$1,097.25 
$165.00 

RECONCILIATION 
available half an hour before 

any weekday or weekend Parish Mass. 

Thanksgiving / Stewardship Offering  

Month OLHC SFX Total 

February $8,426.67 $8,121.50 $16,548.17 

March $8,083.67 $15,977.50 $24,061.17 

April $6,796.67 $10,257.50 $17,054.17 
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The final vote in the conclave on 8 May was a win for 
Cardinal Robert Prevost, a win for the Catholic Church, 
a win for the world’s poor - and a win for the late Pope  
Francis.  As the pieces of the conclave jigsaw come 
together, it becomes clearer how Francis had managed 
to influence the outcome in advance, and in particular 
how he had planned to ward off the conservative and 
traditionalist forces in the Church who wanted a very 
different papacy to follow his own. 
They wanted a minimalist interpretation of the Second 
Vatican Council, with a renewed emphasis on 
obedience to authority and less talk of participation and 
consultation  with clergy and laity.  They did not want 
more engagement with social justice issues such as 
immigration and climate change.  What they got was 
the man hand-picked by Francis to hold them at bay 
and continue his own trajectory of progress and reform, 
first as the man responsible for appointing bishops all 
over the world, and then as his successor.  It was a 
decisive, indeed historic, defeat for the forces of 
reaction. 
This is not the synopsis of another novel by Robert 
Harris, following his bestseller and subsequent Oscar 
winning film Conclave.  It is a plausible explanation of 
how Pope Leo XIV, hitherto known as Chicago-born 
Cardinal Robert Prevost, was elected Bishop of Rome 
on 8 May.  Pope Francis knew what he was doing.  It is 
safe to say that, had the Holy Spirit objected, his plan 
could have been thwarted.  The vast majority of the 
faithful are grateful that it was not. 

Delivering the Francis legacy and going beyond it, with 
extra breadth and depth, seems to be the mission Leo 
has set himself.  A former prior general of the 
Augustinian Order, he has in his spiritual formation the 
huge depository of wisdom and insight in the writing 
and preaching of a foremost Doctor of the Church, a 
theologian and philosopher who raised questions 
modern philosophers are still asking.  What is self-
knowledge, what is consciousness, what is reason, and 
what do these things tell us about ourselves, about 
reality and about God?  It is not surprising that Leo, 
with Augustine at his right hand, has already raised the 
issue of Artificial Intelligence.  Nor is it surprising that, 
in the same way, he has mentioned his namesake Pope 
Leo XIII, whose great gift to the Church was his 1891 
encyclical Rerum Novarum. 
In Augustine’s view, love of God and love of neighbour 
are virtually the same thing.  And the neighbour could 
be anywhere - even before he became Pope, as 
custodian of the Augustinian tradition Prevost had 
refuted US Vice President J.D. Vance’s disingenuous 
assertion the St Augustine had taught a version of 
“charity begins at home” to justify cuts to the US 
overseas aid budget.  Pope Leo is clearly not scared of 
controversy. 
Leo XIII laid the foundations for the long and weighty 
tradition of Catholic Social Teaching, which steers a 
way between laissez-faire economics on the one hand 
and Marxist socialism on the other - not by looking for 
the halfway point between them, but by asserting a 
different set of human values altogether, derived from 

the Gospel.  With both free-market economics and 
Marxism now widely regarded as no longer relevant, 
indeed as destructive of human dignity and human 
community, there has never been a greater need for 
fundamental moral principles to guide post-
globalisation economics - a new politics of the common 
good.  There has rarely been a greater need, therefore, 
for someone like Leo XIV to lead the way. 
He knows what raw capitalism did to Chicago, and how 
after the Civil War the huge internal migration of black 
people, fleeing Jim Crow in the Deep South, 
transformed the racial demographics of the city.  He 
has seen American racism in action.  He knows what 
poverty has dome to the people of Peru, his adopted 
homeland, plundered as it has been by economic 
colonialism.  He has seen the environmental 
degradation that can follow unregulated mining activity 
in a country rich in natural resources.  He knows about 
the burden that international debt has placed on the 
shoulders of the poor across Latin America.  He knows 
what political instability can do to a country. 
This was an extraordinary preparation for the job he 
has now ascended to, and raises many questions about 
the relationship between the new papacy and the 
“MAGA” administration of Donald Trump.  The US 
President is no longer the world’s most influential 
American.  And as the peacemaker he imagines himself 
to be, he now has to deal with a real one, whose first 
words from the balcony at St Peter’s were “Peace be 
with you” - the first words spoken by Christ after his 
Resurrection. 
The polarisation of the US, of which Trump is both 
cause and symptom, has also divided its 62 million 
Catholics.  It may be significant that Prevost chose not 
to join the hierarchy of the United States, as no doubt 
he could have done, and has stood apart from the so-
called “culture wars” that threaten to tear it asunder.  
Can he bring peace to it from outside?  This has to be 
one of his priorities.  His election will send a profound 
signal to the United States hierarchy about the 
direction it should take. 

Leo is not afraid of big ideas.  He has deeper 
philosophical interests, such as what makes people stop 
believing, how to take their objections to faith seriously, 
how to win them over, the relationship between faith 
and reason, and the nature of the human soul.  Those 
were questions Augustine himself wrestled with as he 
opposed both Donatists and Pelagians, not to mention 
the Manichees he had once belonged to.  The leadership 
of the contemporary Catholic Church has not quite 
known how to handle them. 
Nowhere more than Europe has shown a more 
dispirited sense of anomie, as the loss of its ancient 
faith is replaced by trivial alternatives and distractions.  
It wrestles to resist immigration, seen as a threat, when 
it may be precisely what it needs.  In the Church and in 
the world, the Global South is where the energy has 
moved to.  All these issues will tax him to the limit, but 
with the Church united behind him, miracles are still 
possible.  This papacy promises to be a great adventure 
into an unknown future, led by a man uniquely open to 
the challenge. 
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A Pope of communion 
The first pope from the United States has made it clear he will build on the 
‘precious legacy’ he inherited from Francis - but it is clear too that his style of 
leadership will be very different / By Austen Ivereigh 

In interviews in the run-up to the 
conclave, I steered clear of making 
predictions in order to focus on the 
process:  what the cardinals were 
drawing up by way of profile, and how 
they would go about finding whom it 
fitted.  But one day, up on the terrace the 
US network CBS shared with the BBC, 
the former’s Seth Doane asked me on 
air:  “Do you think we’re in for a 
surprise?”  By then I had grown certain 
it would be Cardinal Robert Prevost and, 
unable at the moment to think of an 
answer that wasn’t a lie, I blurted out:  
“I think you should get ready for an 
American pope.”  Seth nearly fell off the 
terrace.  “An American?!” he spluttered.  
I said I was beginning to hear Prevost’s 
name, and that of all the papabile being 
spoken of, his profile most neatly 
matched what the cardinals said they 
were looking for. 
By then I had realised something else:  
the Secretary of State, Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin, was the reverse-gear in the 

conclave.  His take-back-control 
supporters were organised and ready to 
roll:  he could count on the Italian curial 
establishment - a network of Vatican 
interest groups expert in power plays - 
as well as European conservatives of 
various stripes, who spoke of the need 
now for “clarity, order and authority”.  
Parolin would land 30-40 of the 133 
votes on the first ballot.  But I could see 
him getting stuck there, as the Italian 
establishment candidate Cardinal Scola 
did in 2013.  For in weight and numbers, 
the cardinal-electors were no longer 
mostly European but Asian, Latin-
American and African.  Francis had 
broken that mould, captivating the world 
with a new way - missionary, pastoral, 
humble, not stuck in the sacristy but out 
with the people, whose proclamation 
showed forth “God’s style”.  For most of 
the cardinals this was the way indicated 
by the Second Vatican Council.  They 
wanted more of that.  You only had to 
hear Parolin give a homily - dour, 
formal, courtly - to see that this was 

what Francis, implementing Vatican II, 
had left behind. 

Many media narratives, focused on a 
supposed doctrinal divide between 
“liberals” and “conservatives”, missed 
this deeper evangelising choice at stake.  
How the Pope related to the world was 
now key.  A self-referential Italian Pope 
would spell ecclesial introversion, power 
games, and corruption and worldliness 
of various kinds.  People I spoke to in 
the Vatican who had watched Parolin 
weave webs of patronage while standing 
for nothing in particular (“é un nullo”) 
were dreading his victory.  What they 
wanted was clear from the cardinals’ 
communiqués:  a teacher of humanity, a 
shepherd with the face of a Samaritan 
Church, a leader who was collegial and 
synodal.  Clearly the search was on for 
another Francis, but not a photocopy.  It 
needed to be someone with experience 
of the universal Church, preferably 
multilingual;  an evangeliser-in-chief 
who could speak to hearts;  a statesman 
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who could build fraternity in a world at 
war;  and a governor who could get to 
grips with the Vatican. 
Yet many in the Franciscan majority 
wanted changes;  among them were 
those closest to Francis and his vision.  
They noted that Francis had designed 
the reform of the Curia but lacked the 
muscle to drive it through;  he could 
have achieved this with better use of the 
college, they said.  They praised the 
Pope as a pioneer of synodality, yet in 
his own governance pointed out that he 
was personalistic, making decisions 
alone, distrusting the Curia.  The post-
Francis Pope, in other words, needed to 
be in his mould, but giving his reform 
and teaching institutional expression, 
rooted in the Church through 
“synodality, lived in close connection 
with episcopal collegiality”, as the 
cardinals’ communiqué put it on 30 
April. 
When I heard that most Latin-American 
and some English-speaking cardinals 
were looking to Prevost, the penny 
dropped.  “Who was it who was 
prepared for this, by experience and 
gifts?” asked Cardinal Nichols, talking 
of the conclave discernment in his 
homily last Sunday at the English 
College.  “In whose heart was this 
vocation written?”  The one who knew 
about what experience and those gifts 
was Francis, who - I know realised - had 
over the years quietly prepared Prevost 
to succeed him. 
After serving two years as provincial 
back in Chicago, Prevost had taken over 
as prior general of the Order of St 
Augustine in 2001, serving two terms at 
the mother house in Rome, until 2013.  
His extraordinary gift for Latin 
languages - Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, 
French - served him well as he spent six 
months of each year criss-crossing the 
globe visiting his communities.  If the 
choice at that time was between the 
Church as self-referential institution and 
the Church as missionary, battlefield 
hospital, Prevost’s period as prior 
general was clearly about encouraging 
the latter, Fr John Murray OSA, an 
Australian Augustinian in Thailand who 
knew “Bob” well, told me.  “He was 
clear that, within the charism of our 
order, community life is not lived for 
itself, but for mission,” he says.  “It’s 
about serving the education and pastoral 
needs of the Church, that’s what we’re 
here to respond to.” 
It was when Prior Prevost regularly 
visited his friars in Argentina that he 
formed a bond with the Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires.  Both were natural leaders 
of their respective religious orders who 
had from an early age been given 
responsibility, developing a spirituality 
that gave them calm in the midst of 
crises, as well as a resolve to carry out 
what they had discerned as right.  

Bergoglio would have seen something of 
his younger self in Prevost. 
They tussled, as bishops often do with 
religious superiors, over the pastoral 
deployment of Prevost’s friars.  Prevost 
jokes that when Bergoglio was elected 
Pope in 2013 he turned to his 
Augustinian brothers and said, “well 
thank God, that means I’ll never be 
made a bishop”.  The reason, he told the 
Peruvian bishops in 2023, was, “let’s 
just say that not all of our meetings 
resulted in mutual agreement.”  But of 
course Bergoglio admired plain-
speaking, enjoyed healthy disagreement 
and would have respected Prevost all the 
more for defending Augustinian 
autonomy.  Like Bergoglio, Prevost, a 
mathematician turned canon lawyer, was 
from the beginning concerned with a 
gospel way of exercising authority, a 
theme that runs through Bergoglio’s 
writings and retreats as Jesuit provincial. 
After Francis was elected in March 
2013, Prevost, then based at the 
Augustinianum by the colonnades of St 
Peters invited him to preside at a Mass 
in the Basilica of St Augustine at the 
opening of the order’s chapter general.  
To his surprise, the Pope accepted.  
Their hug on the YouTube video of the 
event says it all.  “You can relax for 
now,” Prevost says Francis told him, 
ominously.  In October, after Prevost’s 
second term came to an end, he returned 
to Chicago as director of formation and 
provincial vicar.  Then Francis made his 
move.  In November 2014 he named 
Prevost apostolic administrator of the 
Diocese of Chiclayo, on the north-west 
coast of Peru, and a bishop a year later. 

Chiclayo is a few hours south of 
Chulucanas and Trujillo where, after 
studying canon law on Rome, Prevost 
had missioned in the late 1980s and 
1990s.  That part of northern Peru, 
Piura, was under the Chicago province 
of the Augustinians.  Over the course of 
11 years, he was prior and instructor of 
the order, while also serving in the 
Archdiocese of Trujillo as judicial vicar 
and teaching at the Augustinian 
seminary.  He also found time to be 
parish priest in a poor suburb of the city.  
But his great work, for which he is 
famous, was to create and run a joint 
formation programme for the three 
vicariates of Iquitos, Apurimac and 
Chulucanas, training a whole generation 
of young friars who remember him with 
great fondness and admiration. 
The Diocese of Chiclayo - in a city of 
around a million - had been created in 
the 1950s and had been headed for the 
previous 30 years by Spanish bishops 
belonging to Opus Dei.  As Francis 
knew he would, Prevost took the diocese 
in a very different direction, marked by 
the preferential “option for the poor” of 
the Latin American Church, building up 

lay ministries and formation in Catholic 
Social Teaching.  (One of his concerns 
was to enable poor people not to depend 
on handouts but to develop skills for 
work in training programmes across the 
diocese.)  Yet, his successor, Bishop 
Edinson Farfán, also an Augustinian, 
told me he worked to build bridges 
wherever possible, bringing together 
Opus Dei priests in the diocese with 
religious priests, traditionalists with 
charismatics, and incorporating 
whatever was good from each of the 
groups.  “He’s a bishop of communion,” 
Farfán said. 
Farfán, whom I got to know at the Latin 
American Church’s ecclesial assembly 
in Mexico 2021, coordinated Peru’s 
synodal gatherings prior to that 
assembly.  He says Prevost was among 
the bishops who most supported the 
process, inviting Farfán a number of 
times to give talks and organise the 
people.  Synodality runs in Prevost’s 
veins, Farfán told me.  From the start he 
brought people together in the diocese to 
agree a pastoral vision for the diocese, 
key to which was the training of lay 
leaders for both parishes and diocese.  
“After 10 years of work, laypeople are 
really well trained and are positioned,” 
he says, citing an institute created by 
Prevost which forms hundreds of 
laypeople on summer courses.  And the 
content of the courses?  “Essentially the 
Magisterium of Pope Francis,” says 
Farfán , who lists the key documents of 
the Francis era:  “Basically, whatever 
Francis shed a light on, the diocese has 
sought to apply.” 
Another legacy of Prevost’s time in 
Chiclayo are week-long diocesan 
assemblies involving around 1,000 
representatives of the parishes (priests 
plus their parish councils), to dialogue 
on the needs of the diocese and to 
develop pastoral plans for the parishes.  
Chiclayanos recall Prevost speaking 
very positively of Francis’ synodality 
drive, saying he told then it was a way 
of the Church being closer to the people.  
In March 2018, his brother bishops 
elected him vice president of the 
Peruvian episcopal conference 
Since Leo’s election, stories and photos 
have poured out of Chiclayo, many of 
them recalling Bishop Prevost’s key role 
during Covid.  Lambayeque, the region 
where Chiclayo is located, was heavily 
impacted.  Prevost organised and 
coordinated a series of life-saving 
initiatives in collaboration with local 
authorities, coordinating relief and 
mobilising solidarity.  But the people 
remember him above all for being there, 
for being unafraid to visit them and hear 
from them and show them his closeness 
at a time of fear loss. 
After Easter 2023, Francis brought his 
model bishop to Rome to oversee the 
appointment of bishops worldwide.  It is 
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never easy for dicastery prefects who are 
parachuted in;  the Curia is quick to find 
fault.  And the Dicastery for Bishops is a 
big beast in Rome.  It essentially shapes 
the future of the Church, and involves 
regular close contact with the Pope.  But 
Prevost - discreet, gentle, attentive - 
seems not to have put a foot wrong, 
keeping a low profile, earning 
admiration.  The cardinals in conclave - 
among them, Cardinal Nichols, who 
served on the dicastery - were impressed 
by the way he convened and managed 
meetings, the way he included all 
voices, and by his work ethic. 
In one of the few interviews Prevost 
gave, to Vatican News in 2023, he said 
he still considered himself a missionary, 
but had now a different mission:  to help 
the Pope to find bishops who were 
pastors, close to their priests and to their 
people, who did not “hide behind an 
idea of authority that no longer makes 
sense today”, but exercised an authority 
of service and accompaniment.  Prevost 
also defined evangelisation today.  “We 
are often preoccupied with teaching 
doctrine,” he said, “but we risk 
forgetting that our first task is to teach 
what it means to know Jesus Christ and 
to bear witness to our closeness to the 
Lord.  This comes first:  to communicate 
the beauty of the faith, the beauty and 
joy of knowing Jesus.  It means that we 
ourselves are living it and sharing this 
experience.” 

He spoke of improving the selection 
process of bishops, listening more to 
laypeople and Religious, and of the 
importance of Francis appointing three 
women to the dicastery.  And he praised 
the Synod on Synodality, which he 
summed up as learning “to really listen 
to the Holy Spirit and the spirit of truth-
seeking that lives in the Church”, and to 
“move from an experience where 
authority speaks and it’s all over, to an 
experience that values the charisms, gifts 
and ministries that there are in the 
Church”. 
Those at his tables in the Synod 
assemblies of October 2023 and 2024 
say he spoke little listened deeply and 
intervened incisively.  At a Synod press 
conference, he spoke of wanting more 
synodal processes for selecting bishops 
and synodal structures that allowed 
bishops to hear from their people;  every 
diocese, he said, needed a pastoral 
council.  He defended the African 
bishops’ response to Fiducia Supplicans, 
the document on blessing of people in 
same-sex unions, as not a rejection of 
the teaching authority of the Pope but a 
reflection of cultural context, 
highlighting the importance of the 
teaching authority of the local bishops’ 
conference. 
Looking back, it is easy now to see the 
strategic wisdom of Francis bringing 

Prevost to Rome when he did - with 
enough time to see how the Curia works, 
and to be seen, but not so long for him to 
be dragged into its dysfunctions.  In his 
role as prefect, he was at once brought 
into contact with the world’s hierarchy, 
and at the two Synod assemblies took 
part in the Church’s most universal and 
diverse gatherings in history. 
On 6 February, battling bronchitis, and 
perhaps sensing his days were 
numbered, Francis bestowed a singular 
honour on Prevost, promoting him 
within the College of Cardinals from 
deacon to bishop.  There were only six 
cardinal bishops at the conclave, 
including Cardinal Parolin and Filipino 
cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, who was 
made a cardinal deacon in 2012 and 
raised by Francis to bishop in 2020.  
Vatican observers said at the time that 
this was a sign Francis favoured Tagle 
as his successor.  The vaticanisti paid no 
attention to the Prevost upgrade, despite 
it happening after less than two years of 
his being a cardinal.  Like most of use, 
the vaticanisti did not see Prevost as 
papabile because he was from the 
United States.  Francis knewe better. 
Since he first appeared on the balcony 
last week, we have been learning more 
and more about Leo XIV.  The photos 
circulating - Prevost on horseback 
visiting remote communities, wading 
through floodwater, singing “Feliz 
Navidad” with the pueblo - confirm him 
as missionary, close to his people, a 
builder of communion.  The pastor of 
the people has become Pope of the 
people, as the cardinals wanted, and he 
was slipped into this new incarnation 
with spectacular ease.  When he 
addressed us from the loggia at the 
Sunday Angelus, we heard his youth, his 
many languages, his fine singing voice.  
He struck the same Francis notes, but 
now in English.  It is still a shock to hear 
a native English-speaker Pope, the first 
since the twelfth-century Hertfordshire 
Pope, Adrian IV.  But the genius of Leo 

is that he is more a product of Peru than 
of the US:  the second Latin-American 
Pope is the first Pope of the Americas, 
as the Vatican refers to the whole 
continent, north and south, where half of 
the world’s Catholics live. 

In his three-hour meeting with the 
cardinals last Saturday, Prevost said he 
would like Francis’ passing to be 
thought of as a “paschal event”:  a death 
and a rebirth, a stage in our continuing 
journey of redemption.  He was clear:  
his own pontificate would be a 
continuation of the “precious legacy” of 
Francis.  He asked the cardinals to 
commit themselves anew to the reforms 
of the Second Vatican Council, which 
Francis had “masterfully and concretely 
set forth” in Evangelii Gaudium.  He 
highlighted, in particular, the return to 
the primacy of Christ in proclamation, 
the missionary conversion of the entire 
Christian community, growth in 
collegiality and synodality, attention to 
the senses fidei, and popular piety;  
loving care for the least and the rejected;  
and courageous and trusting dialogue 
with the contemporary world. 
He then did what no Pope has done after 
addressing the cardinals.  He asked them 
to take five minutes of silence, and 
afterwards to converse in small groups.  
He then opened the floor to anyone 
wanting to speak.  Some cardinals 
leaked later that there was strong 
support for reforming the Vatican’s 
communications, and the Leo XIV 
spoke of creating a body in the Curia 
that could bring together the prefects 
with the Pope in regular councils. 
The Leonine era begins officially with 
the inauguration Mass tomorrow.  But it 
already feels like the Franciscan era has 
been reborn and extended in new and 
exciting ways. 
Austen Ivereigh’s most recent book is 
First Belong to God:  On Retreat with 
Pope Francis with a foreword by Pope 
Francis (Messenger Publications). 
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Congratulations to all who celebrate their sacraments this weekend: 

Saturday, 17th May, 2025 
St Francis Xavier, Montmorency, 12:00pm 
Leah Isabelle Kopp Baptism 
Kobe Wolfe Smith Baptism 
Maliyah Jade Wellington Baptism 

Sunday, 18th May, 2025 
Our Lady Help of Christians, Eltham, 12:00pm 
Bianca Mary Cameron Baptism 
Sofia Domenica Cameron Baptism 
Freddie Thomas Mazzone Pillusch Baptism 

Parish Pastoral Leadership Team - Member Profile 
Introducing:  Teresa Brown 

Sentence about yourself, family and which Mass you attend: 
My name is Teresa Brown and I live in Diamond Creek.  
While Risen Christ Parish isn’t the closest parish to where 
I live, I have been going to Mass at SFX Monty for nearly 
15 years.  I travel to Monty for the sense of community, 
the wonderful friendships I have made, and of course for 
the life-giving liturgies.  I have 2 beautiful boys - Samuel 
(nearly 18) and Reilly (14) - and a wonderful husband, 
Gavin, who supports me in my many pursuits and keeps 
things running smoothly at home.  I generally attend 
Mass on Saturday evenings at Monty, and you will find 
me singing with the musicians on the first Saturday of 
every month. 
Why did you join the Parish Leadership Team and what do you hope to 
achieve? 
I joined the Pastoral Leadership Team because Patsy asked me to, and I have 
not yet been able to say no to her.  Actually, I joined because I was inspired by 
the collegial and pastoral model that was set up for the team, and the lay-led 
ministry that sits at its heart.  For me, this is the model of Church that will take 
us into the future. 
What do you do with yourself? 
I am a theologian and teacher, working at Australian Catholic University.  Most 
of my teaching is with groups of Principals, Assistant Principals, and teachers 
of Religious Education in Catholic schools.  This work takes me around the 
country (I had 4 trips to Queensland in Feb-Mar this year) and overseas on the 
odd occasion.  I am also a singer, so many of you will know me from behind the 
mic at Mass once a month with the amazing and vibrant team of singers and 
musicians. 
What is one thing on your bucket list that people might be surprised to learn? 
On my bucket list and ticked off!  Last year, I travelled to Rome twice to 
represent the Australian Catholic Theological Association in meetings with 
Pope Francis.  I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to meet him - he 
was a remarkable man and a remarkable leader. 

Roster for week ending 18 May 2025 

Bacani, Brian W6:00 

Bucknell Family H10:00 

Cotter, Anne W8:30 

Dopheide, Marlis E10:00 

Drljo, Frank CLNR 

Edwards, Elisabeth E10:00 

Furtado, Lorraine C10:00 

Hall, Vali ASE 

Maynes, Phil W6:00 

Nolan, Kathleen PRYR 

Reardon, Kathy E10:00 

Reardon, Peter E10:00 

Scully, Greg R10:00 

Skipper, Patsy LoW-01 Thu 

Smith, Neil E10:00 

Wood, Marie W8:30 

Zavadil Family PRSE 

Zerjal, Frida CLNR 

Roster for week ending 25 May 2025 

Armstrong, Miranda E10:00 

Ballenger, Nima E10:00 

Bowyer, Darrell ASRC 

Bowyer, Rosemary ASRC 

Bucknell, Jed R10:00 

Capuana, Marisa W6:00 

Davidson, John W8:30 

Dhanasen Family PRSE 

Dunell, Linda ASE 

Heyhoe, Margaret C10:00 

Kenny, Michael W6:00 

Lucas, Maree CLNR 

McKinley, Michael W8:30 

Nolan, Mike PRYR 

Northrop, Greg E10:00 

Stevens, Patricia CLNR 

Turnbull, Mark H10:00 

Turnbull, Pauline H10:00 

Witten, Janine LoW-01 Thu 

ASE = Altar Society @ Eltham; 
C = Commentator; 

CLKR = Powerpoint Clicker @ SFX; 
CLNR = Cleaner @ SFX;  R = Reader; 

E = Eucharistic Minister; 
H = Hospitality; 

LoW-01 = Liturgy of the Word with 
Communion @ SFX; 

PRSE = Pilgrim Rosary Statue @ Eltham; 
M = Music;  W = Minister of the Word 

Dunell, Linda E10:00 

Dunell, Linda H10:00 

Dunell, Rick H10:00 

Haines, Jan-Marie E10:00 

Let us pray for all those who have gone 
before us marked with the sign of faith ... 

For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Bishop Terry Curtin 

Montmorency 
For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 

Suzanne Agius, Siobhan Lappin, Ian Leach, Jarrod Mizzi, 
Cindy & Ed Morrissey, Regina Roszczenko (mother of Liz Gray) 

For those whose anniversaries are at this time: 
Patricia Longton, Melville Perera (1st anniversary), Angelina Spiller 

Eltham 
For the recently deceased: 

Brian O’Reilly (brother of Trish Daw) 
For those in need of healing, remembering especially: 
Penny Boyce, Ruth Decker, Bernard Murray, Audrey Tunks (13m old) 

To include an anniversary please contact Parish Office 
9435 4742 or RisenChrist.Parish@cam.org.au. 
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You Are Invited - Save the Date 
Next Sunday, 25th May, 2025 

10:00am    Mass at Our Lady Help of Christians 
11:00am    Morning Tea in the Gathering Area 

12:00pm    Blessing Ceremony & Official Opening 
of the 4 new units of Parkview (Eltham) Retirement Village (managed by Villa Maria Catholic Homes) 


