WELCOME TO THE CATHOLIC PARISHES OF
ST AMBROSE WOODEND,
ST AMBROSE RIDDELLS CREEK,
ST BRIGID’S GISBORNE,
ST MARY’S LANCEFIELD/ROMSEY &
ST PATRICK’S MACEDON

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 15t February, 2026

WEEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday — 5pm Woodend, 6pm Gisborne, 6.30pm Lancefield
Sunday - 8am Riddells Creek, 9am Romsey, 9.30am Macedon, 11am Woodend and Gisborne

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
Please see the Mass schedule below

ANOINTING MASS - 1st Saturday of the month 10.30am St Mary’s Romsey

RECONCILIATION 10am — 10.30am 2 Saturday of the month Woodend, 31 Saturday of the month Gisborne,
4t Saturday of the month Lancefield

HOLY HOUR AND EVENING PRAYER 7pm — 8pm 1st Friday of the month. See Mass schedule for church
PARISH STAFF

Parish Priest: Fr John Healy, 0439 033 759, john.healy@cam.org.au

Assistant Priest: Fr Zaher Al Mhanna, Zaher.Almhanna@cam.org.au

WOODEND: Secretary Bernadette Petruccelli, PO Box 347, 47 Urquhart St Woodend. Ph: 0409 436 441,
benadette.petruccelli@cam.org.au

LANCEFIELD: Secretary Tammie Dalgleish, 27 Chauncey Lancefield. Ph: 03 54292130, lancefield@cam.org.au
GISBORNE: Secretary Tammie Dalgleish, PO Box 467, 66 Aitken St Gisborne. Ph: 03 54282591,
gisborne@cam.org.au

OFFICE HOURS

Woodend: Monday and Friday 9am — 4pm, Lancefield: Wednesday and Friday 8am — 5pm,
Gisborne: Tuesday and Thursday 8am — 5pm

PARISH WEBSITES

Woodend: www.stambrosewoodend.com.au Lancefield: www.melbcatholic.org/s/lancefield
Gisborne: www.melbcatholic.org/s/gisborne

SCHOOL COMMUNITIES St Ambrose Woodend: www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au , St Mary’s Lancefield:
www.smlancefield.catholic.edu.au , St Brigid’s Gisborne: www.sbgisborne.catholic.edu.au , Holy Cross New
Gisborne: www.hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au

WEEKDAY LITURGY SCHEDULE 16th February — 21st February

Tuesday 17": No evening Mass. 7pm ceremony to prepare the ashes for Ash Wednesday in the grounds behind the
church at St Ambrose Woodend. Followed by supper.

Wednesday 18t": 9.15am Gisborne, 11am Lancefield, 7pm Woodend.

Thursday 18": 9.30am Romsey, Friday 20™: 9.15am Gishorne & 7pm Stations of the Cross Woodend.

Saturday 21°: 10am Reconciliation Gisborne

B I R

During 2026 our focus as a community of faith will be based on the
image of the Trinity. An image reflecting the community of the

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, calling us to be community of
WELCOME and HOSPITALITY.



mailto:john.healy@cam.org.au
mailto:Zaher.Almhanna@cam.org.au
mailto:benadette.petruccelli@cam.org.au
mailto:lancefield@cam.org.au
mailto:gisborne@cam.org.au
http://www.stambrosewoodend.com.au/
http://www.melbcatholic.org/s/lancefield
http://www.melbcatholic.org/s/gisborne
http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.smlancefield.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.sbgisborne.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au/

“Living Word

15 February 2026

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the
things that no eye has seen and no ear has
heard, things beyond the mind of man, all
that God has prepared for those who love
him.

First Reading Eccl 15:15-20

He never commanded anyone to be godless.

If you wish, you can keep the
commandments,

to behave faithfully is within your power.

He has set fire and water before you;

put out your hand to whichever you prefer.

Man has life and death before him;

whichever a men likes better will be given him_

For vast is the wisdom of the Lord,;

he is almighty and all-seeing_

His eyes are on those who fear him,

he notes every action of man.

He never commanded anyone to be godless,

These are the very things that God has
revealed to us through the Spirt, for the
Spirit reaches the depths of everything,
even the depths of God.

Gospel Acclamation See Mt 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia!

he has given no one permission to sin.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 118:1-2, 4-5. 17-18. 33-34.R. v.1

(R.) Happy are they who follow the law
of the Lord!

1. They are happy whose life is blameless,
who follow God's lawl

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the
mysteries of the kingdom.

Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 5:20-22. 27-28. 33-34. 37
(or longer form Mt 5:17-37)

Such was sald to your ancestors; but | am speaking to you.

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

We have just heard the least
observed command of Our Lord in
the Sermon on the Mount. Referring
to oaths he taught, ‘Do not swear at
all ... instead let your “yes” mean
yes and your “no” mean no.
Whatever goes beyond these simple
words is from the Evil One.’

This is strong language. Why does

i

They are happy those who do his will,

is?
seeking him with all their hearts. (R.) Our Lord say this?

Jesus said to his disciples: | tell you, If your
virtue goes no deeper than that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never get
into the kingdom of heaven.

In the same Sermon on the Mount,
he teaches us the proper use of
God's name: ‘Our Father'. It is our
privilege as adopted children of God
to use God's name in that way. The
use of God's name for oath-
swearing is an abuse.

2. You have laid down your precepts
to be obeyed with care.
May my footsteps be firm

to obey your statutes. (R.) You have learnt how it was said to our

ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone
does kill he must answer for it before the
court. But | say this to you: anyone who
is angry with his brother will answer for it
before the court.

3. Bless your servant and | shall live
and obey your word.
Open my eyes that | may consider
the wonders of your law. (R.)

Our Lord was trying to establish a
new sort of society (The Kingdom)
within which truth-telling was of
paramount importance, where there
is no two-tiered way of speaking the
truth.

Truth telling should issue simply
from the character of the person -
the truthful person truthes.

You have learnt how it was said: You must
not commit adultery. But | say this to you:
if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has
already committed adultery with her in his
heart.

4. Teach me the demands of your statutes
and | will keep them to the end.
Train me to observe your law,
to keep it with my heart. (R.)

‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to
our ancestors: You must not break your
oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord.
But | say this to you: do not swear at all.
All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes,
“No” if you mean no; anything more than
this comes from the evil one”’

Second Reading 1 Cor 2:6-10

God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages began. We know this at the very private
level of intimate relationships. As a
Church, we need to heed this
passage and listen to the epistle of
St James recalling this passage

almost verbatim. (James 5:12-13)

We have a wisdom to offer those who have
reached maturity: not a philosophy of our
age. it is true, still less of the masters of
our age, which are coming to their end.
The hidden wisdom of God which we teach
in our mysteries is the wisdom that God
predestined to be for our glory before the
ages began._ It is a wisdom that none of e i ashopves are from the Engllh Transiation of the Lectinany dor
the masters of this age have ever known. 1583 by The Crai Ebgrans and useg by panmIsn of s publonars
or they would not have crucified the Lord

We could pause for a moment to
pray that the Church herself heeds
the Great Commission: ‘Teach them
to keep all that | have commanded
you." (Matthew 28:20)

mtate@bigpond.com

The scriplural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.

& 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

All use must be in accordance with your user licansing agmement.




Rosters & Events

Ministers for next weekend’s Masses 1% Sunday of Lent — Year A 21 & 22" February, 2026
6:00pm Mass  St. Brigid’s 8:00am Mass St. Ambrose’s Flowers:
Reader: T. Wilson Welcomer: L. Saunders
Eucharist: L. Wilson Reader: M. Hall Greenery only during Lent please
9:30am Mass  St. Patrick’s 11:00am Mass  St. Brigid’s
Reader: M. Redman Reader: D. Egan
Eucharist: D. Briffa Eucharist: T. Kelly
Upcoming Parish Masses & Events Collections at Sunday Mass.
Sat 14/02/26 6pm Mass — Gisborne MF | 1% Collection — Priest & Presbytery
Sun 15/02/26 8am Mass — Riddells Creek JH | 2" Collection — Thanksgiving & Church.
Sun 15/02/26 9:30am Macedon — 11am Gisborne MF PARISH If you did not fill out a census card

Tue 17/02/26 NO Weekday Mass in Gisborne CENSUS
Tue 17/02/26 7pm Burning of Palm Branches Woodend
Wed 18/02/26 Ash Wednesday — 9:15am Gisborne  JH
Thu 19/02/26 NO weekday Mass in Gisborne

Thu 19/02/26 7pm — Reconciliation mtg parish families
Fri 20/02/26 9:15am Weekday Mass — Gisborne  JH
Sat 21/02/26 6pm Mass — Gisborne JH
Sun 22/02/26 Normal Sunday Masses JH

last weekend you are invited to
complete a card so that we able to
get our parish records up to date.

A census card can be found in the
pews or at our church entrances.
Please place completed cards in the
box or basket provided.

CONTINUING PRAYER LIST:

Please pray for those who are in ill health:

Eileen S, Corrine V, Anthony S, Fran S, Jonathan S, Helen K, Diane M,
Marg P, Zoe F, Beth T, Willow O & Anne G.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL — RESPONSE: Lord, hear our prayer.

R: We pray for ourselves and the special needs of all in our parish community. We pray for those who are sick,
those on our parish prayer list — the frail, and for all who care for them. For the faithful departed: for those who have
died recently, and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially Jane Gauci, Peter Sluga, Jelka

Sluga, John Kilgariff, Fiona Kilgariff and George & Tessie Galea. May they be welcomed into the halls of
the Heavenly Kingdom. 3

CELEBRANT We bring our prayers to a close as we APOSTLES’ CREED
pray, | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth,
All GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON, And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (all bow)
AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, AND EVER born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END. was crucified, died and was buried; “he descended into hell;
AMEN. on the third day he rose again from the dead;
MaAss TIMES he ascended into heaven,
"-&, Wednesday 18" February, 2026 and is seated at tlhe right halnd of God lthe Father almighty;
9 15am Gisborne from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
AsH ; - | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church,
WEDNESDAY 11am Lancefield , , , )
7pm Woodend the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT
Burning of Palm Branches
Tuesday 17" February at 7pm, in preparation for Ash Wednesday, we will gather for a ceremony to burn the palm
branches from last year, followed by supper. You are invited to gather in the grounds of St Ambrose Woodend,
followed by a shared supper in the presbytery. You are invited to bring a plate to share. Please bring palm branches
with you.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Will be celebrated on a rotation through our Mass Centres at 7pm on a Friday evening.
February 20" Woodend, February 27" Gisborne, March 6™ Lancefield, March 13" Woodend, March 20" Gisborne,
March 27" Romsey.




LENTEN OBSERVANCES AND LITURGICAL
PRACTICES

Fasting and Abstaining from Meat:

On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday we are called to
fast and abstain from meat. Fasting means consuming
one meal and two smaller meals that together do not
equal a full meal, with no eating between meals, unless
health or work conditions make it impractical.

CHILD PROTECTION
is everyone’s responsibility
The St. Brigids Safeguarding
Children and Young People
Policy can be found on the Parish
Website.or via the parish office.
All children leaving the church
during Mass must be
accompanied by a parent.

Spiritual practices:
Lent is a time for us to choose what we might do to nurture our faith and our Lenten
journey. As Catholics we are invited to either; acts of charity (ALMSGIVING),
prayer or personal sacrifices to change our habits during the 40 days of Lent.
Liturgical practices:
The colour of vestment changes to purple, reminding us that we have entered a time
of penance and conversion. The Gloria is omitted until the celebration of Holy
Thursday. The Alleluia is replaced with a Lenten acclamation. During the season
of Lent, we will proclaim the Nicene Creed. The proclamation of a different creed
is another reminder that we are in a season of the Church that calls us to focus on
our path of conversion. On the Fifth Sunday of Lent our statues and cross will be
covered in purple.

Baptism

As arranged with the Parish
Secretary on the 4" Sunday
of the month.

Marriages

Arranged by appointment with
at least 6 months’ notice.
Please contact parish office.

Funerals
Contact Fr. John directly.

Thanksgiving

Any parishioner wishing to join
the Thanksgiving program is
invited to contact Tammie at the

parish office to arrange some
Thanksgiving envelopes.
Thanksgiving contributions by
Direct Debit or Credit Card
welcome.

The Gospel of

Matthew

PLAYGROUND UPDATE

St. Brigids Primary School are getting a very exciting update to the children’s
playground. This has reduced the car park size behind the church while
construction is underway. The area is safely fenced off but please be aware.
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WEEKLY SOCIAL CARDS NIGHT KARATE CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

PRIEST & PRESBYTERY
BY DIRECT DEBIT

If you would like to contribute to the
Priest & Presbytery expenses, you
may do so by direct debit to the acct
below:
St. Brigid’s Presbytery Account
NAB
BSB: 083347
Acct: 667272303
Please use your surname as the
reference.

St. Brigid’s Hall — Tuesday 7:30pm start -
Entry $10 per player
Light supper served on completion of play
EVERYONE WELCOME

Thursday evenings 6pm - 1st TWO
lessons free then $5 per class
No term commitment required;
pay as you come.

SCRIPTURE STUDIES
Thursday — 10am
For all enquiries please contact
Bernie 0414 890 377

OPEN HOUSE
Meet after 11am Sunday Mass at the
Kaffeine Bar for a coffee and chat.
Everyone Welcome!

Collections last week

Presbytery $665
1%t collection: Presbytery & Priest

Thanksgiving $1470

2M collection: Thanksgiving (envelope)

THANKSGIVING

BY DIRECT DEBIT
If you would like to contribute to the
Thanksgiving Program, you may do
so by direct debit to the acct below:
St. Brigid’s Church Account
NAB
BSB:
Acct:

083 347
6742 95773

Please use your surname and your
TG number as the reference.




FUDTSTEPS UF SAINT PAUL

GREECE & TURKEY

HIGHLIGHTS

Visit ancient Corinth where St Paul preached
Walk the Acropolis & Parthenon

Explore Mykonos, one of the Cycladic islands
Pray at the House of the Virgin Mary in Ephesus FULLY
Visit the Grotto of the Apocalypse

Explore the iconic Hagia Sophia INCLUSIVE
Enjoy Bosporus cruise

Pay tribute to the war heroes of ANZAC

FR SEBASTIAN A.M. MSFS

INCLUSIONS

Return Economy Class Airfare
Accommodation in Premium Hotels
Breakfast and Dinner

Transfers on Deluxe A\C Coach
Entrance Fees

Services of Professional Guides

For details contact For Bookings contact m a I
Fr Sebastian Manoharan ¢, 038839 6615
L. 0449 144 200 B pilgrimage@magiholidays.com.au PROHIMAGES

< manoharanmsfs@gmail.com @ magiholidays.com.au Al | A ATA S
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