She gave a loud ery and said, "Of all women |
you are the most blessed, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured
with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For
the moment your greeting reached my ears,
the child in my womb leapt for joy: Yes, blessed
is she who believed that the promise made her

by the Lord would be fulfilled.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
E. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF
| _believe in one God, the

FAITH—Nicene
Father

ible.I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten

not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all

cordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven

again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his

come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

F. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
Geod, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at

name, for our good and the good C-If all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify
these gifts laid upeon your altar, just as
he filled with his pewer the womb of the

Elessed Virgin Mary: Through Christ cur Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P The Lord be with you.

R. And with yvour spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE Il OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:
All: Holy, Holy, Holvy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glorw

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
Creed :
almighty, :

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invis- Hosanna in the highest.

Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, :

: All: When we eat this Bread and drink
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he ,
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incar- : this Cup,
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake !
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death | 1;ti] vou come again.
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in ac- : ’
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come : COMMUNION RITE

: P At the Saviour’s command and formed by :
kingdom will have no end. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the : divine teaching we dare to sa
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and : & Y
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and :
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. |believe :

in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.| confess one F Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and | look forward to : All: For the kingdom, the power and the

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to glory are vours now and for ever.

F Lord Jesus Christ, who said . _ .

K. Amen.

F. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
! R. And with vour spirit.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  [E

After the priest raises the paten with the bread

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to LAMB OF GOD

i All: Lamb of God, vou take away the sins
i of the world, have IMErcy om us.

who comes in the name of the Lord.

P The mystery of faith.

we proclaim yvour Death, O Lord,

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . ..

F. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

: Lamb of God, vou take away the sins of
i the world, have Mercy on us.
i Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

vour hands for the praise and glory of his the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

F Behold the Lamb of God, behold him whe
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
: those called to the supper of the Lamb. :
K. Lord, I am not worthw that you should
| enter under my roof, but only say the :

word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear

i ason;

and his name will be called Emamanuel.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

F Having received this pledge of eternal

! redemption, we pray, almighty God,

that, as the feast day of cur salvation draws
i ever nearer, so we may press forward all the
more eagerly to the worthy celebration of
the mystery of your Son's Nativity.

Whe lives and reigns for ever and ever.

{ R. Amen.

lsa7:14

4§l THE CONCLUDING RITES

i P The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

F. May almighty God bless you,

i the Father, and the Son, ¥ and the Holy Spirit.
K. Amen.

E Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
K. Thanks be to God.

~ BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

FRUITFULNESS

AND BLESSEDNESS
With Christmas only days away, this final
Advent Sunday Gospel tums its attention
to the pregnant Mary, soon to give birth.
She goes to wvisit her cousin, Elizabeth,
also pregnant. While the Gospel's
Greco-Roman audience is familiar with
family structures and lines of patriarchal
autherity, our Gospel centres on these
two women within the patriarchal setting
of the house of Elizabeth's husband,
Zechariah
There is something subthy subwversive here.
Important is the relationship between
these two women and the fruitful imagery
that permeates the story The pregnancies
of the two mothers anticipate the births
of the two central figures in the Gospel's
opening chapters. We have already seen
one of them, John the Baptist, in the
Gospels of the previous Sundays. It is the
other, Jesus, whose birth we are socn to
celebrate in a few days’ time.
Elizabeth attests to the blessedness of
Mary and the child to whom she will
give birth. It is an affirmation which even
Elizabeth’s child witnesses to while still
in the womb. Elizabeth and the child
she carries anticipate the holiness of
the one whom Mary will, at the angel's
earlier invitation, name ‘Jesus’. For the
mother to name the child, as Elizabeth
will do later in naming ‘John' before
the speechless Zechariah, is culturally
unusual. But there is nething usual abeut
these births. We are caught up in this
story, about fruitfulness and blessedness.
Perhaps these are God's much-needed
words to us as we seek to be with these
two female figures preparing for the birth
amongst us of the one from God.

Fr MicHArL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

FourtH Sunpay oF Apvent / C

BLESSED IS SHE WHO BELIEVED. From Bethlehem, the least of the clans of Judah,
and from a peasant girl, Mary, one of the least of the Jewish people, God prepared
a body for Jesus, the saviour of the world. As we rejoice in the saviour who has
come to visit us, we also join Elizabeth in praising Mary for her faith, her love and

her obedience.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Drop down dew from above, you
heavens, and let the clouds rain down
the Just One; let the earth be opened and

bring forth a Saviour.

GREETING

F In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Hely Spirit.

K. Amen.

F. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Churist.

K. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
F You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy:

K. Lord, have mercy:

F You came to call sinners: Christ, have
mercy.

R.. Christ, have mercw

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Loxrd, have mercy
K. Lord, have mercw:

F. May almighty Ged have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

K. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Advent

COLLECT

F. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lard, your
grace into cur hearts, that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ your Son was made
known by the message of an Angel, may
by his Passion and Cross be brought to the
glory of his Resurrection. Wheo lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Micah.

Out of you will be born the one who is to rule
over Israel.

The Lord says this:

of. sa 45:8

Mic 5:1-4 |

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

the least of the clans of Judah,

out of you will be born for me

the one who is to rule over Israel;

his origin goes back to the distant past,

to the days of old.

The Lord is therefore going to abandon
them

till the time when she who is to give birth
gives birth.

Then the remnant of his brothers will
come back

to the sons of Israel.

He will stand and feed his flock

with the power of the Lord,

with the majesty of the name of his God.

They will live secure, for from then on he
will extend his power to the ends of the
land.

He himself will be peace.

The word of the Loxrd.

. K. Thanks be to God.
- RESP PSALM

R. Lord, make us turn to you;

let us see your face and we shall be saved.
1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us, / shine
forth from your cherubim throne. / O Lord,
rouse up your might, / O Lord, come to our

. help. R.

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, /
lock down from heaven and see. / Visit this
vine and protect it, / the vine your right

| hand has planted. R.

3. May your hand be on the man you have
chosen, / the man you have given your
strength. / And we shall never forsake you
again: / give us life that we may call upon
your name. K.

- SECOND READING
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
I am coming to do your will.

! This is what Churist said, on coming into the

LITURGY OF THE WORD

world:
You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,
prepared a body for me.

You took no pleasure in holocausts or
sacrifices for sin:
then I said,

22 DecemBer 2024

just as [ was commanded in the seroll of
the book,

‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your
will.”

Notice that he says first: You did not want
what the Law lays down as the things to be
offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations,
the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and
Ps 79:2-3,15-16, 18-19.R. v. 4 vou took no pleasure in them; and then he
says: Here I am! | am coming to obey vour
will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace
it with the second. And this will was for us
. to be made holy by the offering of his body
made cnee and for all by Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

K. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

¢ Alleluia, alleluia! I am the servant of

Lk 1:38

the Lord: may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!
- GOSPEL
- P The Lord be with you.
i R. And with vour spirit
‘PA reading from the holv Gospel

Heb 10:5-10 ¢
: according to Luke.

R. Glory to vou, O Lord.

Why should it happen that I am honoured with
a visit from the mother of my Lord?

Mary set ocut and went as quickly as she
could to a town in the hill country of Judah.
© She went into Zechariah's house and greeted
* Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb
: and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Lk 1:39-44
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PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia
SEMINARIAN: Bro Nicolas Calandra
PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel
FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese
PARISH CENTRE MANAGER:

Mr. Miguel Matamala

If you urgently need a priest please call
9791 4611, if Father does not answer, please
leave a message and he will call you back.

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday Morning: 9.15am
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat
(Friday will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and 5pm to 5.45pm
before 6pm Mass or upon request

BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Centre on 9791 4611

MARRIAGE
Please book the Church at the same time as
you book your venue. As marriage preparation
is an essential condition of marriage, you must
book your preparation course at least 4 months
prior to the wedding. Further details can be ob-
tained from Fr. Sebastian

HOUSE BLESSING
If any Parishioner would like their house to be
blessed, please contact Franca or at the Parish
office on 9791-4611 to make a booking with
either Fr Sebastian

COMMUNION AND ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a
sick person is seriously ill, homebound or hospi-
talised and wants to receive Holy Communion or
the Sacrament of Anointing.

Any parishioners who take Communion to the
sick, could you please put your name and the
person you are taking Communion to, into the
Communion to the Sick book. This book is kept

in the sacristy.

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650
New St, Dandenong.

Principal: Terry Gardiner

St. John’s Regional College Phone 8793 2000
Caroline St, Dandenong.

Principal: Timothy Hogan

St. Mary’s Community Centre 7064 3928
Bookings: Miguel Matamala 0402 155 192

BINGO AT ST MARY’S

St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at 12noon &
Saturdays at 6.30pm_in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

FOURTH_ .

sunday

OF ADVENT

'GOD FILLS US WITH

HIS GREAT LOVE.'

On the fourth week of Advent,
we light the final purple candle
to mark the final week of
prayer and penance as we wait
for the birth of our Savior. This

~ final candle, the “Angel’s
> Candle,” symbolizes LOVE. It
reminds us that God is Love.

AGER

THIS WEEKEND 21ST & 22ND DECEMBER WE WILL
HAVE A LEAVING COLLECTION
FOR BRO NICOLAS (SEMINARIAN)

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION AT ST. MARY’S

MONDAY 23RD DECEMBER 6PM-7:30PM.
PRIESTS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS

ST. MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG
PRESENTS
NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER DANCE 2024

COMMUNITY CENTRE - 26 NEW STREET, DANDENONG
ALL AGE GROUPS ARE WELCOME

YOU CAN DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY TO:-
POP, ROCK & ROLL, RAGGAE, DISCO, WALTZES, LINE
DANCING & MUCH MORE.

B.Y.O. DRINKS
(Water & Soft Drinks will be provided)
DRESS CODE: Smart Casual
TIME: 8:00 PM TO MIDNIGHT
TICKETS: - § 45 Per Head (Dinner Included)
KIDS 5 YRS & BELOW NO TICKETS (No Seat)
Tickets will be available in the Church foyer
after every Sunday Mass. Tickets will also be
available from the Parish Office

For more information please contact the Parish Office

(03) 9791 4611 OFFICE HOURS 9AM TO 3PM

MUSIC PROVIDED BY OUR OWN PARISH DANCE BAND
DANDY LEVITES DANCE BAND
ARRANGED BY BRIAN DAVID,

PRESIDENT OF OUR MUSIC CLUB.
“ST. MARY’S JAZZ JUNCTION.”
D J AND GUEST ARTIST:- ENGELBERT
SUPPORTED BY: FR. SEBASTIAN AROCKIA,
PARISH PRIEST

ST MARY’S PARISH—CHRISTMAS TIMETABLE 2024/25

Christmas Eve — Tuesday 24th December 2024
9:15 am Mass
5:00 pm Christmas Carols
5:30 pm Family Mass
8:00 pm Chaldean (Arabic) Mass
11:30 pm Christmas Carols
Midnight Mass — Midnight.

@

@

Christmas Day — Wednesday 25th December 2024
8:30 am & 10:30 am — Mass
12:30 pm Chaldean Mass
Please Note: No evening Mass at 5:30 pm on Christmas Day

Thursday 26th to Saturday 28th December 2024
9:15 am Mass
Saturday 28th December 2024
6:00pm Vigil Mass
Feast of the Holy Family — Sunday 29th December 2024
8:30 am, 10:30 am & 5:30 pm Mass
12:30 pm Chaldean Mass

New Year's Eve — Tuesday 31st December 2024
9:00 am — Adoration followed by Mass at 10:00 am,
in thanksgiving for the year.

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
Wednesday 1st January 2025
8:30 am, 10:30 am & 5:30 pm — Mass
12:30 pm Chaldean Mass.

PARISH PILGRIMAGES 2025

Dear Parishioners as you are aware Holy Father Pope Francis has announced
that 2025 will be the year of Jubilee, something which happens every 25 years.
The theme is “Pilgrims of Hope”. St Mary’s Parish as announced earlier this
year is organising to visit some of the sacred shrines of eastern europe e.g. Di-
vine Mercy (Poland), Infant Jesus (Prague), Medjuogorje (Bosnia) and also
some of the Marian Shrines Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal) and other
Holy places in Italy. Divine Mercy Pilgrimage (May 2025)

Marian Shrines of Europe Pilgrimage (June 2025)

FLYERS ARE AVAILABLE IN CHURCH FOYER

Last Friday we had our parish Christmas Carols. Thank
you to Doris White for working so hard to co-ordinate this
event. Also a big thank you to all our parish choirs who
made this celebration a wonderful and joyful evening.

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR ROSTERS ARE DISPLAYED ON WALL
NEAR PRIEST SACRISTY. PLEASE CHECK IF YOU ARE
ROSTERED ON FOR ANY OF THE MASSES . WE ARE STILL NEED
READERS AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTER FOR A FEW OF THE
MASSES IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE PUT YOUR NAME ON THE
ROSTER SHEET (NEAR PRIEST SACRISTY)

Christmas Lights Displays—You are invited to view St Gerard’s parishioner
Andrew Vaccaro’s Christmas Lights Display, which features a beautiful Nativi-
ty as its centrepiece. Where: Ring Court, Dandenong North (you’ll know the
house!!) When: Friday December 13, 2024 to Tuesday January 5th, 2025.
Times: Mon-Wed: 8:45PM to 11:00PM, Thur-Sun: 8:45PM to 12:00AM.
Please feel free to go on the lawn and look around- just take it slow and watch
for any cables! Andrew encourages parishioners to come up and introduce them-
selves, as he wishes to get to meet and know as many people within the wider
community as possible. Andrew also recommends the Christmas Lights Display
of his friends the Scanlon Family, Parishioners of St. Elizabeth’s, at 6 Neasham
Drive, Dandenong North, at the same times and dates as above.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Recently Deceased: Fr.Leonard (Len)
Thomas PE, Joelle Lebrasse,
Fred Williams, Annie Baird

Anniversaries: Herald Alvares,
Antonia Demetrio dos Santos,
Neela & Lucian Perera, Maria Presti

Sick: Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan,

Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen
Nelson, Jim Lynch, Bernardo, Ray Gilligan,
Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phy-
land, Desmond Hopper, Chris Grubb, Sol-
ofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez, Alan John Borninkhof, Angela Anthony,
Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen,
Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Ger-
mano, Imelda Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills,
Reuben Jacobs, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah,
Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni,
Carla Lunardi, Russell D’Costa, Kees Van Es,
Satty Lee, Ping Lo

(The privacy legislation requires us to have written
permission by an authorised person before any

name can be printed )in the Marian.

(IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO
COME OFF THE SICK LIST PLEASE CONTACT
THE PARISH OFFICE)

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:

Saturday afternoons 4.30pm-5.30pm in the
Fellowship Room followed by Rosary
before 6pm Mass

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the church
AL-ANON : Tuesday evenings at 8pm in the
Fellowship Room. For more information
call 1300 252 666

VINCENTIAN RETREAT CENTRE:
Fridays Mass with healing prayer 7pm

ST EPHREM CHALDEAN CHURCH:
Sundays Mass (Arabic) 12.30pm

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:

3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

MENS GROUP

1st Thursday of month (Marian Room) 6pm
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP

1st Sunday of month (Parish Centre) 6:30pm

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $1886.00

Presbytery $354.00 Loose: $1763.00
Support our Parish

If you would like to make direct payments
to our bank accounts, the details are:

St Mary’s General Account:
(Thanksgiving & Donations)
NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our priests

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to

the safety, wellbeing and dignity

of all children, young people and
vulnerable adult




