q ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 35:1-6,10

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the waste-
land rejoice and bloom, let it bring forth flowers like the
jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of
Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid.
‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming,

the retribution of God; he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap
like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy

for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on
their faces; joy and gladness will go with them and sor-
row and lament be ended.

The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm:
Response: Lord, come and save us.

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to
those who are oppressed. It is he who gives bread to
the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R./

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises
up those who are bowed down, the Lord, who protects
the stranger and upholds the widow and orphan. R./

It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts the path of
the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, Zion's God,
from age tod age. R./

A reading from the Letter to the James 5:7-10

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he
waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and
the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because the
Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make complaints against one another,
brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already
to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting with
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has been
given to me. He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor. Alleluia!

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples
to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for some-
one else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see;
the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the
poor; and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.” As the messen-
gers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What did
you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No?
Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those
who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out
for? To see a prophet? Yes, | tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is
the one of whom scripture says: ‘Look, | am going to send my messenger
before you; he will prepare your way before you. ‘I tell you solemnly, of all the
children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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We acknowledge the Wurundjeri
people, the traditional owners and
custodians of the land on which
we stand. We pay our respects to
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Communion Antiphon: Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

Canto D’Ingresso

Canto D’Offertorio

CANTO PER CRISTO
Canto per Cristo che mi liberera

VIENI O SIGNORE

Quando verra nella gloria;

Quando la vita con lui rinascera,
Allelu, alleluia.

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA,
ALLELUIA,

ALLELU, ALLELUIA!

Canto per Cristo: in Lui rifiorira
ogni speranza perduta.

Ogni creatura con Lui risorgera.
Allelu, alleluia.

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA,
ALLELUIA,

ALLELU, ALLELUIA!

Canto per Cristo: un giorno
tornera!

Festa per tutti sara.

Festa sul mondo che piu non
morira.

Allelu, alleluia.

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA,
ALLELUIA,

ALLELU, ALLELUIA!

Vieni o Signore
la terra ti attende.
Alleluia, alleluia!

O Sole che spunti

da oriente,

splendore di eterna
bellezza,

porta la luce nel mondo
e la gioia R.

O Re della terra

e dei popoli,

che guidi con forza

e dolcezza

porta la pace nel mondo
e lavita. R.

Canto Di Comunione Canto Finale
DIO S’E FATTO E L'ORA CHE PIA
COME NOI

E lora che pia
Dio s’é fatto come noi, la squilla fedel.
per farci come lui. Le note c'invia
Vieni, Gesu, resta con noi! dell’Ave del ciel.

Resta con noi!
Vieni dal grembo d’una donna,

la Vergine Maria. Rit.
Tutta la storia lo aspettava:
il nostro Salvatore. Rit.

Egli era un uomo come noi

e ¢i ha chiamato amici.  Rit.
Egi ci ha dato la sua vita,

insieme a questo pane.  Rit.
Noi, che mangiamo questo pane,
saremo tutti amici. Rit.
Noi, che crediamo nel suo amore,
vedremo la sua gloria  Rit.
Vieni,Signore, in mezzo a noi,
resta con noi per sempre Rit.

Ave, ave, ave, Maria!
Ave, ave, ave, Maria!

Nel piano di Dio
l'eletta sei tu,

Che porti nel mondo
il Figlio Gesu. Rit.

A te, Immacolata,
la lode, 'amor:

Tu doni alla Chiesa
il suo Salvator. Rit

St Brigid'’s Fitzroy North

WEEKDAY MASSES (in Chapel)
Monday-Friday 9:15am

WEEKEEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Vigil
5:30pm English
7:00pm Spanish

Sunday
9:45am English
11:00am Italian

Mass in Swahili  Mass in Portuguese
3rd Sunday 5:00pm  (For the Brazilian Comm)
Last Sunday 5:00pm
Reconciliation
Saturday 4:30pm — 5:30pm
Baptisms
Saturday 10:00am —12:30pm
Sunday 12noon
Baptism Workshop

Last Tuesday of Month 7.30pm
Weddings by appointment

Office 03 9489 6777
Divine Mercy and Adoration

Every Friday at 8.30am in the chapel

Adoration 2" Saturday 4:30pm followed by
5:30pm Mass

Faith Formation

1% Monday 9:45am

3" Friday 7:30pm
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena

1%t — 2" — 3 Wednesday 7:30pm
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass in Spanish: 1% Friday 7:00pm
CCR (Emmaus & Maranatha Prayer Groups)

Monday 7.30pm & Saturday 9.30am

in old convent

St Brigid’s Food Pantry

1% Saturday after the 7.00pm Mass
Parish Hall for Hire
Inquiries 0417534352

St Mark’s Princess Hill
Sunday 10:00am Portuguese

Reflection: THE BLIND SEE AGAIN

Many of the Jewish people did not expect a Messiah like Jesus. Many won-
dered: ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ Jesus came not to exercise sover-
eignty and power over the people but to bring blessing to the poor and needy.
Let us celebrate his birth this Christmas by being good news for the poor.
Excerpts from S. Paul’s Sunday Missal.

Riflessione:
RALLEGRATEVI SEMPRE NEL SIGNORE
Subito dopo il passo in cui Gesu invia i suoi discepoli
W (Mt 10,5-11,1) san Matteo pone questa domanda che ci
B (occa tanto - come ha chiaramente toccato anche la
prima comunita e colui al quale viene qui fatta pronunci-
are: Non vi sono numerosi argomenti contro Gesu e il
= Suo messaggio? La risposta alla domanda che pongono
i discepoli di Giovanni non é senza equivoci. Vi si dice chiaramente: non esiste
una “prova” da presentare. Eppure un colpo d’occhio sui capitoli precedenti del
Vangelo di san Matteo mostra bene che la lunga lista di guarigioni e miracoli non
e Stata redatta a caso. Quando la si paragona attentamente a cio che Gesu fa
rispondere a Giovanni, € possibile trovare, nei precedenti testi del Vangelo, al-
meno un esempio per ogni dichiarazione (i ciechi vedono, gli storpi cammi-
nano...). Quando Gesu dice questo, le sue parole fanno pensare alle parole di
un profeta. Bisogna che diventi manifesto che in Gesu si compiono le speranze
passate anche se molte cose restano ancora incompiute. Non tutti i malati sono
stati guariti, non tutto e diventato buono.
Ecco perché si legge in conclusione questo ammonimento: “Felice colui che non
abbandonera la fede in me (che non si scandalizza di me)”.
Quanto a coloro ai quali questo non basta, Gest domanda loro che cosa di fatto
sono venuti a vedere. Poiché di persone vestite bene se ne trovano dappertutto.
Ma se e un profeta che volevano vedere, 'hanno visto! Hanno avuto ragione di
andare a trovare Giovanni Battista, poiché la legge e i profeti lo avevano desig-
nato. Eppure la gente lo ha sequito come farebbero dei bambini che ballano sul-
la piazza del mercato senza preoccuparsi di sapere chi suona il flauto. La parab-
ola che segue, e che non fa parte del nostro testo di 0ggi, da una risposta che ci
illumina: di fatto gli uomini non sanno quello che vogliono. Essi corrono dietro a
chiunque prometta loro del sensazionale. Estratti da https://www.lachiesa.it

The Parish Community of St Brigid’s and St Mark’

s is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people, and

vulnerable adults. Safeguarding is EVERYBODY’s responsibility. To gain a deeper understanding of defining, responding, and reporting abuse
please contact: Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne (CAM) Professional Standards Units
Telephone: 9926 5621 E: psu@cam.org.au W: melbournecatholic.org safeguarding
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mailto:psu@cam.org.au
http://melbournecatholic.org/safeguarding
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjMhrmsyZvfAhVMbn0KHd38ANwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncregister.com%2Fblog%2Fjimmy-akin%2Fgaudete-sunday-11-things-to-know-and-share-.-&psig=AOvVaw3NOkjR-

Q Liturgical Calendar and activities

Parish News...

Notizie di casa nostra... . {

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES/ ORARIO
DELLE MESSEDEL S. NATALE 2025

ST BRIGID’S & ST MARK’S

CHRISTMAS VIGIL
WEDNESDAY, 24th DECEMBER 2025
ST MARK’S 8:30pm (PORTUGUESE)

ST BRIGID’S
6:30PM (SPANISH)
8:00PM (ENGLISH)
9:30pm (CHRISTMAS CAROLS)
10:00pm (ITA/ENGLISH)

Intercultural Community
ALL ARE WELCOME!

PARISH CHRISTMAS,
THANKSGIVING
MASS AND DINNER

SATURDAY 20 DECEMBER
6:30PM 2025

PLEASE BRING A PLATE
FOOD FROM YOUR
COUNTRY TO SHARE!

Online Giving
Please scan this
QR Code
if anyone wishes to

make an online donation to

The parish, Shank you.

St. Brigid’s Collection
1st Collection $595 - 00
2nd Collection $178 - 00

CHRISTMAS DAY
THURSDAY, 25th DECEMBER 2025

ST MARK'S
10:00am (PORTUGUESE)

FESTA IN ONORE

DI SANTA LUCIA
Domenica 14 Dicembre 2025,
qui alle ore 2.30pm.

Tutti invitati a parteciapre.

ST BRIGID'S
9:45am (ENGLISH)
11:00am (ITALIAN)
NEW YEAR
THURSDAY, 1st JANUARY 2026

ST MARK'S
10:00am (PORTUGUESE)

ST BRIGID’S
9:45am (ENGLISH)
11:00 (ITALIAN)
MIERCOLES
31 DECIEMBRE

STBRIGID'S
7:00pm MISA VIGILIA (ESPANOL)

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS
APPEAL will be held in our parish
over two weekends 6/7th & 13th/14th
December 2025

This Christmas, Wishes can come true with
your donation.
Envelopes are available in church.
(Lets help the less fortunate!)

L’APPELLO NATALIZIO perla Societa di
San Vincenzo de Paoli si svolgera nella
nostra parrocchia durante due
weekends 6/7 e 13/14 Dicembre 2025
Questo Natale, i desideri possono
diventare realta con la vostra donazione.
Le buste sono ottenibile in chiesa.
(Aiutiamo i meno fortunati!)

PARISH ADVENT
PREPARATION 2025

2N RITE OF
RECONCILIATION
(COMMUNALCELEBRATION)
THURSDAY,
18t DECEMBER 2025
6:00pm-7:00pm

4 OCIA
RC‘L\_ﬂg (Order of Christian
Sty Initiation of Adults)

= Instructions
have commenced
Sundays 11.00am
in the Convent Conference
Room.

Day of the Week Responsial Psalm | Intention St. Mark Intention St. Brigid Parish Activity
SATURDAY/SABATO | “Lord, make us 5.30pm Mass
13th December 2025 turn to you, let
THIRD SUNDAY OF us see your face
ADVENT and we shall be NO 7.00 Spanish Mass
Year “A” Vigil saved.” Mass 9.30am Tomorrow
St. Lucy, virgin, at Marian Centre
martyr Bacchus Marsh
SUNDAY/DOMENICA St. Mark’s Church 9.45am Mass 12.000m
14th December 2025 “Vieni, Signore, 11.00am Intenzioni 'I' Baotism C.elelzra tion for
THIRD SUNDAY OF a salvarci.” Constantina DI MONTE P Huao Tommaso
ADVENT 10.00am Mass g
wpn . PACIOCCO
Year “A (Portuguese 2.30pm Santa Messa in Conaratulation!
Community) Onore di Santa Lucia 9 '
Monday/Lunedi “Teach me your 9.15am Mass (Chapel) |7.30pm Christmas
15th December 2025 ways, O Lord.” Novena (Church)
3rd week of Advent
Year A
Tuesday/Martedi “The Lord hears 9.15am Mass (Chapel) |7.30pm Christmas
16th December 2025 the cry of the Novena (Church)
3rd week of Advent poor.” 6.00pm 1st anniv Mass
Year A Salvatore OTTONE -|-
Wednesday/Mercoledi “Justice shall 9.15am Mass (Chapel) |7.30pm Mass (Chapel)
17th December 2025 | flourish in his time, In Honour to Our Lady of
3rd week of Advent and fullness of Perpetual Help
Year A peace for ever.” (Filipino Chaplaincy)
7.30pm Christmas
Novena (Church)
Thursday/Giovedi “Justice shall 9.15am Mass (Chapel) |7.30pm Christmas
18th December 2025 | flourish in his time, Novena (Church)
3rd week of Advent and fullness of, 6:00-7:00pm 2nd Rite of
Year A peace for ever. L
Reconciliation
Friday/Venerdi “Fill me with your 8:30pm Divine Mercy  |7.30pm Christmas
19th December 2025 | praise and | will and Adoration(Chapel) |Novena (Church)
3rd week of Advent sing your glory!”
Year A 9.15am Mass (Chapel)
20th December 2025 (Vigil) 5.30pm 21st December 2025 9.45am 11.00am
| Reading & Resp. Psaim M. de Souza G Barrett T. Toscano
Il Reading M. de Souza D Dunlevie P. La Marca
Prayers of the Faithful M. de Souza MC Sister G. Catena
Altar Servers C. Smith F Sirianni
EMHC

The Missionaries of St. Charles Borromeo - Scalabrinians - www. Scalabrini. org
Ministering to the Parish and Migrants in St. Brigid since 1959

The Jubilee Prayer

s‘?z

Father in heaven, may the faith

seeds of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and
the whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a new heaven
and a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally. May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treas-
ures of heaven. May that same grace spread the joy and
peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth. To you our
God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever.

Amen.

given us in your son, Jesus Christ, our broth-

er, and the flame of charity enkindled in our

hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the
blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the

you have

Dec 15 - 23, 2025 @ 7:30PM
(On Saturday, Dec 20 @ 6:30PM,
Parish Christmas Party)

§t Brigid’s Church, 378 Nicholson
$t., North Fitzroy, VIC 3068

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT

‘Let us sing as we go. May our

struggles and our concern for

this planet never take away the
joy of hope”

Pope Francis, Laudato Sin244
May 2015




