St Francis of Assisi Parish
290 Childs Road, Mill Park 3082 phone: 9407 6700

web: www.melbcatholic.org/millpark  email: millpark@cam.org.au

PARISH PRIEST Fr Francis Denton ASSISTANT PRIEST Fr Simeon Anthony
YOUTH MINISTER Michelle Biju - 9407 6704 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE Sr Rodelia Bordan - 9407 6720
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR Maree Chamoun - 9407 6700 PARISH/SCHOOLLIAISON Ruth Lees - 9407 6703
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL Mark Basile - 9407 3100 PARISH BOOKKEEPER Paul - 9407 6722
WEEKEND MASS TIMES Saturday vigil 5:00 pm; Sunday 9:00 am, 10:30 am & 5:00 pm
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES Monday —Saturday 9:15 am
Wednesday 7:30 pm - Our Lady of Perpetual Help
RECONCILIATION Wednesday evening affer Mass and Novena
Saturday 9:45 am
ADORATION Saturday 9:45 am — 10:45 am concluding with Benediction

Car Parking: Please ensure all cars are parked in designated parking spaces only. No-standing areas must be kept clear at all times.

VIGIL MASS: 1st Fiday of the month 7:30 pm to Midnight Mass. Next Mass: 1st May
FILIPINO MASS: 2nd Sunday of the month at 12 noon. Next Mass: 10 May
MALTESE MASS: 3rd Saturday of the month at 4 pm. Confession 3:30. Rosary 3:40. Next Mass: 18N April

INDONESIAN FAMILY GROUP MASS: 3rd Saturday of the month af 7pm.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: During Lent Wednesdays 10 am - 6pm in the chapel.
NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH: 1st Wednesday of the month after 9:15 am Mass.

ST ANTHONY'’S PRAYER GROUP MASS: Every Tuesday at 7:00 pm.

NOVENA TO ST ANTHONY (MALAYALAM): Every Tuesday at 6:30 pm.

LEGION OF MARY: Every Thursday at 10:00 am in the church fellowship area. Contact Jackie - 0422 443 324.

JUNIOR LEGION OF MARY: Every Wednesday at 3:30 pm during school terms in the fellowship area. Contact Jackie - 0422 443 324.
WORD OF LIFE PRAYER GROUP: Every Friday at 7:00 pm in the chapel. Contact Nancy - 0434 559 352.

PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUP: Contact Regina - 0432 267 557

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Every Friday af 3:00 pm in the chapel and Friday momings after 9:15am Mass.

AGAPE RENEWAL PRAYER MEETING: Contact Jigimon - 0402 652 646.

JESUS YOUTH YOUNG ADULTS PRAYER MEETING : Every Thursday at 7 pm in the chapel. Contact Irene K. Jacob - 0481 829 529
CATECHIST R.E. CLASSES: For all enquiries contact May Park at stfranciscatechist@gmail.com.

MEN’S MEET & GREET GROUP: 1st Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm (Small Hall).

MOTHERS WHO PRAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN: Every Monday night 6:30 pm fo 8:00 pm in the Church fellowship area.

LIFE TEEN: Every Sunday during the school ferms 6 -7:45pm for those in high-school. Contact Michelle at the Parish Office 9407 6700

AYA FELLOWSHIP: Young Adults aged 19-35. Every Last Saturday of the Month. Contact the Parish Office 9407 6700

CHILDREN'S LITURGY: Sunday 10:30am Mass. All pre-school and lower to middle primary school children are welcome.

Next Mass: 18 April

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS: Contributions can be dropped off between 9am and 5pm each day at the parish office.
THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES: Please remember to write the amount on the front of your thanksgiving envelopes.
PARISH CELLS OF EVANGELISATION:

SUGGESTION BOX: All suggestions with full names & Phone No included will be considered. (Location: Church Foyer)
HOUSE BLESSINGS: To invite our clergy fo visit and bless your house, please fill in the card in the church foyer.

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING: 1st Saturday of every month (except school holidays), meeting in the church foyer.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Dean Mancuso, Emmanuel Fennech, Tautalanoa Ngata, Joel Micallef
IN MEMORIAM: Rosemay Bignoux, Elias Tranquille, Antoinette Gemma

THOSE WHO ARE ILL: Keith Lambert, Pierce Ng, Angus Santosa, Fr Anthony Fox, Julieta Bordan, Kim Ki Tan, Greg
Forrester, Nancy Gheno, Caterina Schiavello, Cliff Aquilina, David Wallace, Fr Terry Kean.

(From time to time we will modify the sick list. If you prefer a person to remain on the list please contact the parish office.)
The newsletter will be available each week on our website www.melbcatholic.org/millpark

PAIL.M SUNDAY

The Solemn Entrance and Blessing of Palm branches
10 mins before Masses.
9:00 am & 10:30 am begins in the school courtyard.
Sat 5pm & Sun 5pm begins outside the church.

EASTER FLORAL DECORATIONS

Looking for donations to assist with the decorating our Church for
Easter! A warm thank you to those who have assisted in the past.
If interested, please contact the Parish Office: 9407 6700

PROJECT COMPASSION RETURN

Please return your Project Compassion boxes by leaving them in the
sacristy or Church narthex on Easter Sunday. Thank you!

HOLY WEEK CONFESSIONS TIMES

Monday 30™ March 8:30am - 9:00am
Wednesday 1% April 8:30am - 9:00am
Wednesday 1* April 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Good Friday 3" April 11:30am - 12:30pm

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY / APRIL 12

1:00pm  Exposition & Adoration, Confessions, Holy Rosary
2:30pm  Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction
3:00pm  Holy Mass Blessing of the Divine Mercy image &

religious articles. Main Celebrant: Fr Francis Denton
NINE DAY DIVINE MERCY NOVENA
The Novena of Chaplets to the Divine Mercy will commence in on Good
Friday 2:30pm (followed by Holy Saturday 10am, Easter Sunday
after 9am Mass and Weekdays after the 9:15am Mass)

HOLY LAND COLLECTION - GOOD FRIDAY

The Annual Good Friday collection supports the Church
in the Holy Land, assisting local Christians with essential [l%ﬂ
+l[+

services and maintaining sacred sites. Ongoing conflict
and reduced pilgrimages have caused financial hardship.
Please give generously and keep the Christians of the
Holy Land in your prayers during this difficult time.
Thank you for your support.

Catechist Classes 2026
Religious Education Classes for children outside the Catholic
School System. Scan for Try Booking
The following classes are offered:
e Pre-Sacramental - Children in Years Prep, One or Two
e First Reconciliation - Minimum Year Three level
e First Eucharist - Students who have already received First
Reconciliation
¢ Confirmation - Minimum Year Six level who have already
received First Reconciliation & First Eucharist

FOR IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2026

e Tuesday July 14th
Classes resume for all students for the duration of
Term 3 (4:15pm - 5:00pm)

e Tuesday 15th September Reconciliation at 4pm

¢ Sunday 20th September First Eucharist at 2pm

e Saturday 7th November Confirmation at 11:30am
For Enquires: May Park, Parish Office 9407 6700

HOLY WEEK

Sat 5:00 pm The Solemn Entrance and
Sun 9:00 am Blessjng of Palm branches
. 10 mins before Masses.
10:30 am 9:00 am & 10:30 am begins
5:00 pm in the school courtyard.

30 MARCH | MONDAY

9:15 am Mass

31 MARCH | TUESDAY

No Mass 10:00 am Chrism Mass at
St Patrick’s Cathedral.

1 APRIL WEDNESDAY

9:15 am Mass
7:30 pm Mass
8:30 pm Confessions
2 APRIL HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Last Supper
7:30 pm followed by silent
adoration in the chapel.
11:50 pm Night Prayer
3 APRIL GOOD FRIDAY
9:30 Stations of the Cross
o0 am Begins at the rear car park
11:30 am Confessions
3:00 pm The Passion of the Lord

4 APRIL HOLY SATURDAY

7:30 PM THE EASTER VIGIL
5 APRIL EASTER SUNDAY
7:30 am Mass
9:00 am Mass
10:30 am Mass

12 APRIL DIVINE MERCY

1:00 pm Confessions & Devotions
2:30 pm Chaplet of Divine Mercy
3:00 pm Divine Mercy Sun. Mass

&MY CHRISTIAN FAITH
ISTHE BACKBONE
OF MY_LIFE *

Bear Grylls
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N. They paid him thirty silver pieces, and from that moment he looked

Palm Sunday

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew

W Jesus  O. Other C. Crow (Congregation)

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

One of the Twelve, the man called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests and said,

What are you prepared to give me if T hand him over to you?

for an opportunity to betray him. Now on the first day of Unleavened
Bread the disciples came to Jesus to say,

C. Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat
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the Passover?

He replied:

Go to so-and-so in the city and say to him, “The Master says: My
time is near. It is at your house that I am keeping Passover with my
disciples.’

The disciples did what Jesus told them and prepared the Passover.
When evening came he was at table with the twelve disciples. And
while they were eating he said:

I tell you solemnly, one of you is about to betray me.

They were greatly distressed and started asking him in turn,
Not L, Lord, surely?

He answered,

Someone who has dipped his hand into the dish with me will betray
me. The Son of Man is going to his fate, as the scriptures say he will,
but alas for that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! Better for
that man if he had never been born!

Judas, who was to betray him, asked in his turn,

Not I, Rabbi, surely?

Jesus answered:

They are your own words.

Now as they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and when he had
said the blessing he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take it and eat; this is my body.

Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to
them, saying:

Dirink, all of you, from this, for this is my blood, the blood of the
covenant, which is to be poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins. From now on, I tell you, I shall not drink wine until the day |
drink the new wine with you in the kingdom of my Father.

N. After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. Then
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Jesus said to them,

You will all lose faith in me this night, for the scripture says: / shall
strike the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered, but
after my resurrection I shall go before you to Galilee.

At this, Peter said,

Though all lose faith in you, I will never lose faith.

Jesus answered him,

I tell you solemnly, this very night, before the cock crows, you will
have disowned me three times.

Peter said to him,

Even if T have to die with you, I will never disown you.

And all the disciples said the same. Then Jesus came with them to a
small estate called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,

Stay here while I go over there to pray.

He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with him. And sadness
came over him, and great distress. Then he said to them,

My soul is sorrowful to the point of death. Wait here and keep awake
with me.

And going on a little further he fell on his face and prayed:

My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it
be as you, not L, would have it.

He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said
to Peter:

So you had not the strength to keep awake with me one hour? You
should be awake, and praying not to be put to the test. The spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak.
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Again, a second time, he went away and prayed:

My Father, if this cup cannot pass by without my drinking it, your

will be done!

And he came back again and found them sleeping, their eyes were
so heavy. Leaving them there, he went away again and prayed for

the third time, repeating the same words. Then he came back to the
disciples and said to them,

M You can sleep on now and take your rest. Now the hour has come

ZHZOZ0

X

Kz 07 07 ©

20 202720 z20 ZNZ QZ

when the Son of Man is to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get
up! Let us go! My betrayer is already close at hand.

He was still speaking when Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared, and
with him a large number of men armed with swords and clubs, sent
by the chief priests and elders of the people. Now the traitor had
arranged a sign with them. He had said,

“The one I kiss, he is the man. Take him in charge.’

So he went straight up to Jesus and said,

Greetings, Rabbi.

and kissed him. Jesus said to him,

My friend, do what you are here for.

Then they came forward, seized Jesus and took him in charge. At
that, one of the followers of Jesus grasped his sword and drew it; he
struck out at the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear. Jesus then
said,

Put your sword back, for all who draw the sword will die by the
sword. Or do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father who
would promptly send more than twelve legions of angels to my
defence? But then, how would the scriptures be fulfilled that say this
is the way it must be?

It was at this time that Jesus said to the crowds,

Am [ a brigand, that you had to set out to capture me with swords
and clubs? I sat teaching in the Temple day after day and you never
laid hands on me.

Now all this happened to fulfil the prophecies in scripture. Then all
the disciples deserted him and ran away. The men who had arrested
Jesus led him off to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and
the elders were assembled. Peter followed him at a distance, and
when he reached the high priest’s palace, he went in and sat down
with the attendants to see what the end would be. The chief priests
and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus,
however false, on which they might pass the death sentence. But
they could not find any, though several lying witnesses came
forward. Eventually two stepped forward and made a statement,
This man said: ‘T have power to destroy the Temple of God and in
three days build it up.’

The high priest then stood up and said to him,

Have you no answer to that? What is this evidence these men are
bringing against you?

But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him,

I put you on oath by the living God to tell us if you are the Christ,
the Son of God.

Jesus answered:

The words are your own. Moreover, | tell you that from this time
onward you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.

At this, the high priest tore his clothes and said,

He has blasphemed. What need of witnesses have we now? There!
You have just heard the blasphemy. What is your opinion?

They answered,

He deserves to die.

Then they spat in his face and hit him with their fists; others said as
they struck him,

Play the prophet, Christ! Who hit you then?

Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-
gir]l came up to him and said,

You too were with Jesus the Galilean.

But he denied it in front of them all, saying:

1 do not know what you are talking about.

When he went out to the gateway another servant-girl saw him and
said to the people there,

This man was with Jesus the Nazarene.

And again, with an oath, he denied it:
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. 1 do not know the man.

A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter,
You are one of them for sure! Why, your accent gives you away.
Then he started calling down curses on himself and swearing;

. 1do not know the man.

At that moment the cock crew, and Peter remembered what Jesus
had said, ‘Before the cock crows you will have disowned me three
times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. When morning came,
all the chief priests and the elders of the people met in council to
bring about the death of Jesus. They had him bound, and led him
away to hand him over to Pilate, the governor. When he found that
Jesus had been condemned, Judas his betrayer was filled with
remorse and took the thirty silver pieces back to the chief priests and
elders, saying:

. T have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood.

They replied:

What is that to us? That is your concern.

And flinging down the silver pieces in the sanctuary he made off and
hanged himself. The chief priests picked up the silver pieces and
said,

It is against the Law to put this into the treasury: it is blood-
money.

So they discussed the matter and bought the potter’s field with it as a
graveyard for foreigners, and this is why the field is called the Field
of Blood today. The words of the prophet Jeremiah were then
fulfilled: And they took the thirty silver pieces, the sum at which the
precious One was priced by children of Israel, and they gave them
Jfor the potter’s field, just as the Lord directed me. Jesus, then, was
brought before the governor, and the governor put to him this
question:

. Are you the king of the Jews?

Jesus replied,

It is you who say it.
But when he was accused by the chief priests and the elders he
refused to answer at all. Pilate then said to him,

. Do you not hear how many charges they have brought against you?

But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply to
any of the charges. At festival time it was the governor’s practice to
release a prisoner for the people, anyone they chose. Now there was
at that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So
when the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them,

0. Which do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is

called Christ?

For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they had handed him
over. Now as he was seated in the chair of judgement, his wife sent
him a message,

0. Have nothing to do with that man; I have been upset all day by a
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dream I had about him.

The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd
to demand the release of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. So
when the governor spoke and asked them,

. Which of the two do you want me to release for you?

they said,
Barabbas.
Pilate said to them:

. But in that case, what am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ?

They all said:

Let him be crucified!

Pilate asked:

Why? What harm has he done?

But they shouted all the louder,

Let him be crucified!

Then Pilate saw that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot
was imminent. So he took some water, washed his hands in front of
the crowd and said,

. Iam innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern.

And the people, to a man, shouted back,

His blood be on us and on our children!

Then he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first
scourged and then handed over to be crucified. The governor’s
soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and collected the
whole cohort round him. Then they stripped him and made him

C.

wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a crown
they put this on his head and placed a reed in his right hand. To
make fun of him they knelt to him saying,

Hail, king of the Jews!

N. And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head
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with it. And when they had finished making fun of him, they took
off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led him away
to crucify him. On their way out, they came across a man from
Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. When
they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the
skull, they gave him wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted
but refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they
shared out his clothing by casting lots, and then sat down and stayed
there keeping guard over him. Above his head was placed the
charge against him; it read: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” At
the same time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right
and one on the left.

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said,

So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days!
Then save yourself! If you are God’s son, come down from the
cross!

The chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the
same way, saying:

He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the king of Israel;
let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in
him. He puts his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he
wants him. For he did say, ‘I am the son of God.’

Even the robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the
same way. From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land
until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a
loud voice,

Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?

That is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?” When
some of those who stood there heard this, they said,

The man is calling on Elijah.

and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in
vinegar and, putting it on a reed, gave it him to drink. The rest of
them said:

Wait! See if Elijah will come to save him.

But Jesus, again crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit.

Here all kneel and pause for a short time.
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At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom;
the earth quaked; the rocks were split; the tombs opened and the
bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his
resurrection, came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and
appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centurion, together
with the others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that
was taking place, and they were terrified and said,

In truth this was a son of God.

And many women were there, watching from a distance, the same
women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and looked after him.
Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James
and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. When it was
evening, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, called Joseph, who
had himself become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate thereupon ordered it to be handed
over. So Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean shroud and put
it in his own new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock. He then
rolled a large stone across the entrance of the tomb and went away.
Now Mary of Magdala and the other Mary were there, sitting
opposite the sepulchre. Next day, that is, when Preparation Day was
over, the chief priests and the Pharisees went in a body to Pilate and
said to him,

Your Excellency, we recall that this impostor said, while he was
still alive, ‘After three days I shall rise again.” Therefore give the
order to have the sepulchre kept secure until the third day, for
fear his disciples come and steal him away and tell the people,
‘He has risen from the dead.’ This last piece of fraud would be
worse than what went before.

Pilate said to them:

You may have your guard. Go and make all as secure as you know
how.

N. So they went and made the sepulchre secure, putting seals on the

stone and mounting a guard.



