St. John Bosco’s Parish
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042

Parish Priest: Fr David Cartwright

Phone: 9337 9994

Email: niddrie@cam.org.au
Website: https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie
Parish Secretary: Charles Meneze

Office Hours: 10am —4pm

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday

Mass Times
Wednesday — Friday: 9:30am
Saturday: 5:00pm Vigil
Sunday: 10:30am

Prayer and Devotions
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4:30pm
First Fridays 9-9:20am
Or any time by arrangement or request

Baptisms
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month

House Blessings
Please contact the Parish Office

St. John Bosco’s School
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042

Principal: Peter Monaghan
Phone: 9337 2314
Email: principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au

Mass Offerings
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection
at Mass.

Stewardship
Presbytery: $601

Thanksgiving: $1,578
Loose: $315

The 1* Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest,
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the
Archbishop.

The 2™ Collection is for parish expenses such as wages,
utilities, insurance, etc.

With St John Bosco we pray for...
Sick: Carl Pinto; Terry Cartwright

Recently Deceased: Vilma Pinto; Visaka Ranaweera
Anniversaries and Remembrances:

Sylvia Lobo; Anne Sheehy; Vito Micucci; Anthony Cabral;
Thomas Hancock

A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

Dear friends,

As we begin the season of Advent it is a reminder that the end of
the year is racing toward us. In this busy time of the year the
messages of Advent can get lost or overtaken.

To help us to focus on the time of Advent a little more, we have a
couple of extra spiritual activities. There will be an extra Mass
each Tuesday night at 7pm, preceded by silent Adoration and
confessions at 6.30pm. There will also be the opportunity for
confessions on the Sundays of Advent from 10-10.20 am, as well
as Saturdays from 4.30—4.50pm.

We will have a Second Rite of Reconciliation on Thursday 12
December at 7pm, with a couple of visiting priests to assist us.

On Friday 20 December at the 9.30am Mass we will have the
Anointing of the Sick during Mass for our sick and elderly parish-
ioners.

The Third Sunday of Advent is also known as Gaudate Sunday,
when the prayers of the Mass express joy at the coming Feast of
Christmas. Some years ago, Pope John Paul instituted a lovely
custom called “Bambinelli Sunday”, when families would bring
the baby Jesus (and other figures) from their home cribs to be
blessed at Mass. This custom continues in Italy to the present
time. This year, we will do the same, and on the Third Sunday of
Advent (15 December) at the 10.30am Mass we will bless the
figures from your cribs on a table at the front of the church. It will
also be the day that we bless our church crib which is being
worked on at this time. After Mass we will enjoy coffee and
Panettone in the foyer. Please invite your friends and family for
this special occasion.

The Christmas timetable is in the bulletin this week; thanks to
those who offered their thoughts and are happy with these times.
Our Seniors Lunch is on Wednesday 11 December in the hall, and
the signup sheets are at the back of the church.

This coming Friday is First Friday with Confessions and
Benediction.

Next Saturday evening we will welcome our school families for
the 5pm Mass as they give thanks for the year at St John Bosco
school.

Let us continue to pray for each other and to ask St John Bosco to
pray for us.

Fr David Cartwright

Parish Priest

Sunday Cycle C, Weekday Cycle 1 commences today

Thanksgiving envelopes can now be collected from the
Church foyer.

Christmas Masses
- Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December: 5pm & 9pm
- Christmas Day - Wednesday 25 December: 9.30am

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) and we
will add you to our distribution list. We hope to commence
this when we have a few more subscribers.

Our Spiritual Life

Welcoming the Eucharistic Jesus:
the broken bread becomes
nourishment for the life and
presence of God that strengthens
and sustains us. It is necessary to
experience this important moment
with greater awareness in the
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certainty that the Lord enters each person’s life and desires to
be received into a generous and attentive heart. As you
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approach Holy Communion, some silent prayers can be
recited in your heart that will prepare you to receive the Lord
with greater awareness and gratitude.

It's hard to stumble when you're down on your knees.

Advent Timetable
Tuesdays of Advent (Dec 3, 10, 17):
- Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions 6.30; Mass 7pm

Sundays:
- Confessions 10-10.20am

Christmas Seniors Lunch
The Christmas Seniors Lunch will take place on Wednesday
11 December at 12pm in the Parish Hall.

Cost is $15 per head. Signh-up sheets are available.

Baptisms
This weekend we welcome Chloe, Zoe, Oskar & Olivia, who
are to become members of the Church through Baptism. Let
us make them welcome and pray for them and their parents
and godparents.

First Friday
This coming Friday, 6 December is the First Friday of the
month. There will be Confessions available from 9am - 9.20am
and Benediction after 9.30am Mass.

Apostles’ Creed
For the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we will use the
Apostles’ Creed at Mass in place of the Nicene Creed.
The words of the Apostles’ Creed are on the Mass bulletin.
The Church offers two options for the recitation of the Creed
at Mass on Sundays and Solemnities: either the Apostles’ or
Nicene Creeds.

Church Flowers
We have a beautiful church and it is nice to have flowers and
other things to adorn it. Currently we are paying $1348 per
annum for artificial flowers which are changed regularly by an
external company.
We are seeking to reduce our expenses so we will purchase
some artificial flowers but we would need one or two people
who might be willing to maintain them each month or so. If
you would be interested to help, please contact the office.
Thank you!

Our Liturgical Life
The Penitential Act

By acknowledging our faults
and sins in a corporate act we
| are attempting to heal the
wounds that divide us from

{ each other and from the Lord.
We try to join together as the

Body of Christ, free from sin and
division. Conscious that we are about to join in communion

with the Lord and with each other, we wish to heal the
wounds that divide us as a body and strengthen the bonds of
communion with God and each other. Rather than seeing it
as a negative acknowledgement of our sin, it is also a confes-
sion of God’s mercy and our willingness to be forgiven and
to build up our communion in Christ with each other.

Stewardship Corner
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Thank you for your generosity towards

our parish - spiritually, physically and

= financially. If you are not a current

:S(éu/ai([d%&p contributor, we invite your

A WAY OF LIVING © - narticipation: please visit our website
or call the parish office.

Direct credits can also be made:

T~

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection)
BSB: 083 - 347
Acct No.: 6568 74974

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our
1st collection)

Congratulations to Ruby who will receive her First Holy
Communion at the 10.30am Mass this week.

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook!
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie

Wisdom from the Saints
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha: “I will willingly abandon this miserable
body to hunger and suffering, provided that my soul may have its
ordinary nourishment.”

Mass Intentions this week
Wednesday 9.30am:
Thursday 9.30am:
Friday 9.30am: Those in our memorial book
Sat 5pm:
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish)

BSB: 083 - 347
Acct No.: 6616 52479

An option is now available for electronic card contributions
at the front of the church; this terminal is for contributions
to the Church account (our 2™ collection & parish
expenses) only.

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone.
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for the strength to survive all that is going to :
happen, and to stand with confidence before :
the Son of Man.’ :

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to :
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his :
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings
we make, gathered from among your gifts to
us, and may what you grant us to celebrate
devoutly here below gain for us the prize

of eternal redemption. Through Christ our
Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE | OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:

- AIL Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

. who comes in the name of the Lord.

: Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.
i All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

: and profess your Resurrection
¢ until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

¢ All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

. P.The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

i All exchange a sign of peace

: LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
i of the world, have mercy on us.

¢ Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

. the world, grant us peace.

- INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
: those called to the supper of the Lamb.

¢ R. Lord, I am not worthy

i that you should enter under my roof,

i but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our
i earth shall yield its increase.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

- P. May these mysteries, O Lord, in which

¢ we have participated, profit us, we pray, for
even now, as we walk amid passing things,

© you teach us by them to love the things

Ps 84: 13

WELCOME AND THANK YOU

Today we welcome Fr Michael Trainor as our reflection writer. Fr Michael
is senior lecturer in biblical studies with the Australian Catholic University
and parish priest of Lockleys in the Archdiocese of Adelaide. His area of
specialisation is the study of the New Testament and its relevance for our
contemporary world, ecology and pastoral life.

We are very grateful and thank Dr Rosemary Canavan for her insightful
reflections on the readings during the past liturgical year.

P. The Lord be with you.

: R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

i the Father, and the Son, " and the
© Holy Spirit.

© R. Amen.

P Go forth, the Mass is ended.

R. Thanks be to God.
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i of heaven and hold fast to what endures.
- Through Christ our Lord.
¢ R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

STAY AWAKE!

On this First Sunday of Advent we come
into a new liturgical year with the Gospel
of Luke, penned for urban Greco-Roman
followers of Jesus, possibly living in Rome
in the late first century of the Christian
Era, around 85CE.

Today’s Gospel proclamation comes
from a particular literary style, called
‘apocalypticism’. It is a style not to be
taken literally. It is more like theological
poetry intending its listener to recognise
images that come from the writings and
prophets of the First (‘Old’) Testament.
Its fundamental insight is a reminder
that, despite all the calamity and
upheaval present in the world, God is
present and liberating. Rather than being
overwhelmed by global tragedies and
disasters, Luke’s audience is encouraged
. with heads held high’
and recognise that freedom and release are
near. Jesus followers are to be confident in
God'’s presence and care of them, themes
that Luke will repeat throughout the year.

to ‘stand erect ..

Sometimes we can be overwhelmed
by global events. At the beginning of
this new liturgical year, today’s Gospel
proclamation is timely. It is a reminder
that a different, divine power is at work.
Hence, Luke’s injunction, ‘Stay awake’.
We need this reminder. We can forget
or be lulled into a form of spiritual
forgetfulness by the unimportant or
ephemeral. Advent becomes this precious
moment to allow ourselves to view the
world with faith and confidence in the
continual care of God.

FrR MICHAEL TRAINOR
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

FirsT SUNDAY OF ADVENT / C

YOUR LIBERATION IS NEAR! The early Christians expected the Lord’s return in glory
to be very soon. St Paul explained to them that the Lord was delaying in coming for a
good purpose, to give them the opportunity to grow in love and make progress in the

kind of life they were meant to live. May we also make good use of the present time
to deepen our love for one another that we may be ready on the day Christ comes to

set us free.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

i Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Cf. Ps 24:1-3
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In
you, I have trusted; let me not be put

to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over
me; and let none who hope in you be put
to shame.

GREETING

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that I
have greatly sinned, in my thoughts
and in my words, in what I have done
and in what I have failed to do, through
my fault, through my fault, (striking the
breast) through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to
the Lord our God.

P May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

V. Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

V. Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

V. Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT

P. Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty
God, the resolve to run forth to meet your
Christ with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand, they may

. RESP PSALM
R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

SECOND READING
- A reading from the first letter of St Paul
¢ to the Thessalonians

be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
© R. Amen.

B LITURGY OF THE WORD

.~ FIRST READING
. A reading from the prophet Jeremiah

¢ who speaks — when I am going to fulfil the
i promise I made to the House of Israel and
i the House of Judah:

‘In those days and at that time,

I will make a virtuous Branch grow for
David,

who shall practise honesty and integrity in
the land.

In those days Judah shall be saved

and Israel shall dwell in confidence.

And this is the name the city will be called:

The Lord-our-integrity.’

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

Ps 24:4-5,8-9, 10, 14.R. v. 1

1. Lord, make me know your ways. / Lord,

© teach me your paths. / Make me walk in
¢ your truth, and teach me: / for you are God
© my saviour. R.

- 2. The Lord is good and upright. / He shows
- the path to those who stray, / he guides the

- humble in the right path; / he teaches his
way to the poor. R.

3. His ways are faithfulness and love / for

* those who keep his covenant and will. / The
© Lord’s friendship is for those who revere
him; / to them he reveals his covenant. R.

1 Thess 3:12—4:2

¢ hearts in holiness.

May the Lord be generous in increasing your

¢ love and make you love one another and :

1 DecemBer 2024

the whole human race as much as we love

: you. And may he so confirm your hearts in
Jer 33:14-16 holiness that you may be blameless in the
: sight of our God and Father when our Lord
¢ I will cause a good seed to spring forth from
David.

i See, the days are coming — it is the Lord

¢ Jesus Christ comes with all his saints.

Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to

you in the Lord Jesus to make more and more
progress in the kind of life that you are meant
to live: the life that God wants, as you learnt
from us, and as you are already living it. You
have not forgotten the instructions we gave

you on the authority of the Lord Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

- GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

. Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord, show us your mercy and love,
¢ and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

. GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit

Ps 84:8

Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

- P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
¢ to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Your redemption is near at hand.

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs
in the sun and moon and stars; on earth
nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour
© of the ocean and its waves; men dying of
fear as they await what menaces the world,
for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And
then they will see the Son of Man coming in
a cloud with power and great glory. When
these things begin to take place, stand erect,
hold your heads high, because your liberation
is near at hand.’

‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be

; i coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness
: When Christ comes may he strengthen your © and the cares of life, and that day will be
sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will

i come down on every living man on the face

of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times



