
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility. 
 
 

The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. 
Child protection and the dignity of every person is 
the responsibility of everyone. 
 
 

 
 

 

IN  OUR  PRAYERS 
 

Sick:  
Alex Mather. 
 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Charlie Coxhead; Giuseppe Mangiagli; 
Vincenzo Cortese; Fr Bruno Carrera; Carmelo 
Morabito; Helga Demark; Fr Denis Carabott; 
Fr Babu Varghese Kattikattu. 
 
 

Anniversaries & Remembrances:  
Stefan & Caterina Dinami; Frank & Tony Patti; 
Haydee Barra; Victor Micallef; Charlie Galea; 
Dominic Cumbo; Joseph & Consiglia Grima; 
Emmanuel, Teresa & Menu Sammut; Francis 
& Bernarda Grima; John & Tonina Darmanin; 
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Victor Apap; 

Carmelo & Rita De Bono; Charlie Sciberras.  
 
 

Parish Support Programme:  
Pledge: $2,588    Received: $1,936 
Shortfall: $652     Loose: $1,064 
Presbytery: $1,361 
 
 

 

Contributing to the Collections 
You may wish to use the QR code 
if you have left your cash at home.  
 

 
 

Devotion to Divine Mercy 
Mondays 2:30pm in the church.  
All Welcome! 
 

 
 
 

Christian Meditation 
Maranatha ... Come Lord Jesus 
All welcome: Mondays 10 - 11am 
Parent’s Room in the Church 

Term 1: 10 & 24 February; 17 & 31 March. 
 
 

Bible Sharing with Sr Mayla 
 

Wednesdays 10am in St Martin's 
Pastoral Centre. All Welcome! 

 
 

Archdiocese Vacancies 
Applications are invited from suitably 
qualified and experienced people for 
vacancies in the Archdiocese. 
Further details of positions can be found at: 
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies 
 
 

Foster Carers Wanted 
Call 8398 6800 or go to 
www.mackillop.org.au 

St Martin’s Prep Enrolments 2026  
  Applications Now Open 

Please apply at the School 
Office or phone 9331 9000. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time To Re-Establish Our Parish 
Ministries /Groups 

 
 

Altar Servers, Baptism Preparation Teams, 
Computer Mass Presentation Operators, 
Sacristy Teams, etc. 
Appropriate training will be arranged. 
Please contact the Parish Office if you would 
like to discover your hidden God given talents 
and share them for God’s greater glory 
 

.  

 
 

 

 
Provides a wide range of family & relationship 
services, emergency relief, pastoral services, 
schools counselling, refugee settlement and 
asylum seeker support. Our services are 
available to all regardless of religious belief 
or background. 
Ph: 9287 5555 or go to  www.ccam.org.au 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Do you need a helping hand? St Vincent de 
Paul Society volunteers are committed to 
providing people with access to the resources 
and support they need to overcome personal 
hardship. If you require assistance, please 
phone our Welfare Assistance Line on free 
call 1800 305 330 Monday to Friday (except 
for public holidays). This service is free and 
confidential. 
 

 
 

 

Prayer of Praise 
 

Give thanks to Jesus Christ 
the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation. 
In him all things were created 

in heaven and on earth. 
 

The Lord is great: 
Praise to you, O Jesus Christ. 

 

Give thanks to Jesus Christ 
who is before all things 

and in him all things hold together. 
He is the head of his body, the Church. 

In him the fullness of God  
is pleased to dwell. 

 

The Lord is great: 
Praise to you, O Jesus Christ. 

 

Give thanks to Jesus Christ. 
Through him God reconciles all 

on earth and in heaven. 
He has made peace 

through the blood of his cross. 
 

The Lord is great: 
Praise to you, O Jesus Christ. 

 

Give thanks to Jesus Christ 
whose mystery was hidden  

through the ages 
but revealed in his coming as man; 

who calls all people to himself 
and proclaims a message of hope. 

 

The Lord is great: 
Praise to you, O Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen 
 

Source: Liturgy Help 
 
 

 

NEW  PARISHIONERS 
 

We welcome you and ask that you make 
yourself known to us by completing the New 
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms 
under Recommended Links on our website 
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

 
 

St Martin de Porres Parish 
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034 

 www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Nhân Le 
 

Secretary:      Paula McKernan 
Office Hours: 9:30am to 5pm 

        Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm 
         Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol) 
Phone:          9337 6016 
Fax:          9337 1943 
E-mail:           avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
 

St Martin de Porres School 
 

Principal:       Stefanie Harvey  
Secretaries:  Mary Carmuciano 

        Maria Aloe 
Phone:         9331 9000 
E-mail: 
principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 

     www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
 

Weekend Masses    
                  Saturday Vigil               6:00pm 

   Sunday         8:00am & 9:30am 
                  Vietnamese                11:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
   Tuesday to Friday          9:15am 

Benediction       Wednesday  after  Mass 
Reconciliation   Wednesday        10.00am 

             Saturday               5:30pm 
 

The Augustinian Sisters 
 

Convent:          2 Venice Court, 
          Avondale Heights 

Phone:           9337 4595 
E-mail:           spinelli@bigpond.net.au 
Website:         www.asjmoz.org 



First Reading   Malachi 3:1-4

A reading from the prophet Malachi
The Lord whom you seek will come to his temple.

The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to 
send my messenger to prepare a way before 
me. And the Lord you are seeking will suddenly 
enter his temple; and the angel of the covenant 
whom you are longing for, yes, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. Who will be able to resist 
the day of his coming? Who will remain 
standing when he appears? For he is like the 
refiner’s fire and the fuller’s alkali. He will take 
his seat as refiner and purifier; he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and 
silver, and then they will make the offering to 
the Lord as it should be made. The offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem will then be welcomed by 
the Lord as in former days, as in the years of 
old.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 23:7-10. R. v.10

(R.)    Who is this king of glory? 
It is the Lord!

1. O gates, lift up your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)

2. Who is the king of glory?
The Lord, the mighty, the valiant,
the Lord, the valiant in war. (R.)

3. O gates, lift high your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! (R.)

4. Who is he, the king of glory?
He, the Lord of armies,
he is the king of glory. (R.)

Second Reading   Hebrews 2:14-18
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
He had to be made like us in all things.
Since all the children share the same blood and 
flesh, Jesus too shared equally in it, so that by 
his death he could take away all the power of 
the devil, who had power over death, and set 
free all those who had been held in slavery all 
their lives by the fear of death. For it was not 
the angels that he took to himself; he took to 
himself descent from Abraham. It was essential 
that he should in this way become completely 
like his brothers so that he could be a 
compassionate and trustworthy high priest of 
God’s religion, able to atone for human sins. 
That is, because he has himself been through 
temptation he is able to help others who are 
tempted.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation   Lk 2:32

Alleluia, alleluia!
This is the light of revelation to 

the nations,
and the glory of your people Israel. 
Alleluia!

Gospel   Luke 2:22-40

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke
My eyes have seen your saving power.
When the day came for them to be purified as 
laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of 
Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord – observing what stands written in 
the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must 
be consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer 
in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in 
the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtle-doves or 
two young pigeons.

‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 
peace,

just as you promised;
because my eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared for all the nations 

to see,
a light to enlighten the pagans
and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child’s father and mother stood there 
wondering at the things that were being said 
about him, Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is 
destined for the fall and for the rising of many in 
Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – 
and a sword will pierce your own soul too – 
so that the secret thoughts of many may be 
laid bare.’

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well 
on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had 
been married for seven years before becoming a 
widow. She was now eighty-four years old and 
never left the Temple, serving God night and day 
with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that 
moment and began to praise God; and she 
spoke of the child to all who looked forward to 
the deliverance of Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the 
Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew 
to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and 
God’s favour was with him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ.

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for the 
Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All 
rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, ©1963 
by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The scriptural 
quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers.
© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

The Presentation of the Lord 2 February 

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA
Traditionally this is the fortieth day of Christmas. 
Though the Christmas season closed with the 
Epiphany, the Presentation brings us back to 
some of the Christmas themes. The feast is on 
the edge, a kind of hinge between the seasons 
of Christmas and Lent.

The temple is not merely a building where 
believers gather to worship God. It is sacred 
because it is the dwelling place of God on earth. 
Therefore, the coming of God to the temple was 
always a time of great anticipation and 
excitement. It promised blessing and rejoicing.

The first reading declares that God will come to 
the temple in might and power. This coming will 
be terrifying. The sacred precincts have been 
desecrated and so God will come to purify it with 
fire and lye. This picture of purification is 
modified by the reading from the Letter to the 
Hebrews where we see that the purging and 
refinement are accomplished in the self-
sacrifice of Christ.

It took the eyes of the old man and the faith of 
an old woman to recognise that the Lord had 
indeed come into the temple. Ritually, it was the 
child who was redeemed. In fact, it is the world 
that will be redeemed by this child. He is the 
light that shines in the darkness of the world; he 
will enlighten all people, Jew and Gentile alike. 
This feast shares the theme of universality so 
prominent on the feast of the Epiphany. The 
king of glory opens the portals for the entire 
universe to enter.

Now in Jerusalem there was a man named 
Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he 
looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the 
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the 
Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the 
Temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, 
he took him into his arms and blessed God, and 
he said:

ST MARTIN DE PORRES 
Catholic Parish

Avondale Heights
Today’s Celebration is on pages: 
Old Missal: 861   New Missal: 979
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