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Catholic Church

Twenty-Nineth Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear a)

18 October 2026

readings

Next Week
30" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ex 22:20-26
Ps17:2-4,47,51
1 Thess 1:5-10
Mt 22:34-40

in a nutshell

Serving God through civil society. The
kingdom of God is already present in
our world. It is here that we practice
the kingdom values of justice,
honesty, love and compassion. It is
here that we show our faith in
action, work for love and persevere
in hope. When we contribute to the
well-being of civil society we are
promoting the kingdom of God.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially,
Chris Nolet, Marilyn, John Laan,
Harry Heerings, Pat Henshaw, Fr Pat
Purcell

For those who have died recently:
and those whose anniversary occur
at this time.

of special note

Welcome
Fr. Matthew Timonera, OFMCap
to St. Mary Parish

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God;
turn your ear to me; hear my words.

Guard me as the apple of your eye;

in the shadow of your wings protect me.

Responsorial Psalm
(R.) Give the Lord glory and honour.

O sing a new song to the Lord,

sing to the Lord all the earth.

Tell among the nations his glory

and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.)

The Lord is great and worthy of praise,

to be feared above all gods;

the gods of the heathens are naught.

It was the Lord who made the heavens. (R.)

Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power,

give the Lord the glory of his name.

Bring an offering and enter his courts. (R.)

Worship the Lord in his temple.

O earth, tremble before him.

Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.)

Gospel acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright stars;
you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

The Son of Man has come to give his life as a
ransom for many.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

Sunday Mass
Saturday—5:00pm

Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—6:00pm
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday—5:10pm-5:40pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Tuesday 5:00pm
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Mrs. Ronnie Pritchard

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Parish is committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children, and
vulnerable people in our community.
Please note children using the toilet
should be accompanied by a parent.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH
Collections are not taken up during

masses.
To contribute to the financial
viability of the Parish: Place
cash donations and
envelopes in the labelled
boxes in the narthex or use
Tap and Go terminals, or by
scanning the QR code

Parish Meetings: 28 October
7:00pm—Finance
7:30 pm—Safeguarding
8:00pm—Parish Counsel
Members please add the date to your diary.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330

Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm or Alan Somers
0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee on first
and third Saturdays of the month at 8:00 —
10:00 am. Thank you to the volunteers who
turn up to assist with the maintenance of
the grounds around the church.

Parish Notices

Sacramental Program 2027

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to receive the
Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation,
instructions are available through our Parish.

Contact Anne at annevan.tilburg@gmail.com Lessons will begin first
Sunday in March after 10:30 Mass for Confirmation and the second
Tuesday of March at 5pm for First Communion.

Fr Michel for two weeks

As Fr Michel will be away the weeks beginning October 12 & 19 there
will be no weekday masses or Adoration. Weekend masses will be as
usual.

All Saints Day Party—St Mary’s News

There will be a party to celebrate All Saints Day on Sunday 1st
November, after the 10.30am Mass.

Children are invited to dress as their favourite Saint or wear white as a
reminder that we are all called to be Saints.

If you would like to contribute to the party food, please contact
Rachael O'Shea on 0437123802 for details.

Adoration of the Eucharist

We must be a people of prayer and deep spirituality. We need to
receive a sense of God’s loving presence, and a renewed sense of
respect for his will. The Word, which became flesh two thousand years
ago is present today in the Eucharist. Jesus waits for us in this
sacrament of love. (Pope St. John Paul Il)

The present time is the time for Confession. Confess what you have
done, whether by words or by actions, whether by day or by night. If
you are holding anything against anyone, forget it, let it go. You have
come here to receive forgiveness of sins, so you must first forgive
whoever has sinned against you. (St. Cyril)

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Tuesday
at 5:00pm & Friday 8:00am. Yarra Junction: Thursday at 6:00pm.
Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God
the things that are God'’s. - Matthew 22:21

Everything we are and everything we have belongs to God. We aren’t
“owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has
given each of us. All God is asking is that we give back a portion of
what He gave us. This is the essence of Stewardship. God should be
our first priority in everything. All else comes second, especially our
money.

Safeguarding Compliance for Volunteers

Thank you to those of you who have completed the process. Please
check your SPAM folder for any emails from the parish. When you
complete the training and sign the Code of Conduct please forward a
copy of the certificate to the office. If you need assistance to
complete the online training call Janine during office hours.
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FORMED: A Faith at Home Resource—Have you signed Up?
This resource is FREE for parishioners. FORMED provides the
very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations
to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith
anywhere

To sign up go to https://formed.org/signup

1. Enter your email address

2. A screen which will ask you to confirm your email and add
your name. Phone is optional.

3. Click “sign up”

4. Lastly: you need to find the parish. Search by post code
“3796”

5. It will ask for a password. You don’t need one but if you
don’t it will send an authentication code to your email each
login.

Catholic Theological College

We invite interested people to our online information session
on Monday 26 October at 7pm (AEDT). In this session,
participants meet our course advisors and learn

about study options at CTC, including the wide range of
courses and units that can be undertaken online and/or face-
to-face. Interested participants may register via Google
Forms. Registration is essential. Telephone: (03) 9412 3309

Email: ctc@ctc.edu.au

Can You Help People Who Have Suffered Church-Related
Abuse?

For fourteen years, the Lifeboat Geelong Foundation has been
assisting victims of church-related sexual abuse from all over
Australia. In recent years, generous supporters have donated
a number of motor vehicles of varied value (from $500 to
$20,000!), including cars from deceased estates or which are
no longer required. Some have been directly gifted to a
victim/survivor in need, while others have been sold to
generate funds required to assist victims in a multitude of
ways e.g. counselling, rent, utilities and other domestic and
personal necessities.

You could help this important work both by simply by bringing
it to the attention of people who might consider donating a
motor vehicle, if possible, in roadworthy or near-roadworthy
condition and which for whatever reason is no longer
required, or contact: Fr. Kevin Dillon (0421 777 360 or
frkdillon@outlook,com.au) or Damian Coyne (0400 170 374
or dkcoyne@hotmail.com) for more information.

This week’s giggle...

| asked St Anthony to help me find my car keys. He said,
“Have you checked your pockets?” “Yes.” “Check again.
We've been through this before.”

| asked St Jude, patron saint of hopeless causes, to help my
footy team. He looked at the ladder and said, “l admire your
faith, but | do have other clients.”

A man prayed, “St Anthony, please help me find my wallet.” A
voice replied, “It’s in your wife’s handbag.” “Thank you! Can
you help me get it back?” “You'll need St Jude for that.”

sourced from www.majellan.media

Readings Reflection

Caesar and the King

The Lord is king over all the earth, as we sing in today’s
Psalm. Governments rise and fall by His permission, with
no authority but that given from above (see John
19:11; Romans 13:1).

In effect, God says to every ruler what He tells King
Cyrus in today’s First Reading: “l have called you . . .
though you knew me not.”

The Lord raised up Cyrus to restore the Israelites from
exile, and to rebuild Jerusalem (see Ezra 1:1-4).
Throughout salvation history, God has used foreign
rulers for the sake of His chosen people. Pharaoh’s heart
was hardened to reveal God’s power (see Romans 9:17).
Invading armies were used to punish Israel’s sins (see 2
Maccabees 6:7-16).

The Roman occupation during Jesus’ time was, in a
similar way, a judgment on Israel’s unfaithfulness. Jesus’
famous words in today’s Gospel: “Repay to Caesar” are a
pointed reminder of this. And they call us, too, to keep
our allegiances straight.

The Lord alone is our king. His kingdom is not of this
world (see John 18:36) but it begins here in His Church,
which tells of His glory among all peoples. Citizens of
heaven (see Philippians 3:20), we are called to be a light
to the world (see Matthew 5:14)—working in faith,
laboring in love, and enduring in hope, as today’s Epistle
counsels.

We owe the government a concern for the common
good and obedience to laws—unless they conflict with
God’s commandments as interpreted by the Church
(see Acts 5:29).

But we owe God everything. The coin bears Caesar’s
image. But we bear God’s own image (see Genesis 1:27).
We owe Him our very lives—all our heart, mind, soul,
and strength, offered as a living sacrifice of love
(see Romans 12:1-2).

We should pray for our leaders, that like Cyrus they do
God’s will (see 1 Timothy 2:1-2)—until from the rising of
the sun to its setting, all humanity knows that Jesus is
Lord.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Man - the only creature on earth that God has willed for its own sake

What was the condition of human beings before the Fall?

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” ..And it was so. And God saw everything that
he had made, and behold, it was very good. (Gen 1:27-28, 30-31)

“Because you have [sinned],... | will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; / in pain you shall bring forth children, / yet your
desire shall be for your husband, / and he shall rule over you.... [Clursed is the ground because of you; / in toil you shall eat of it all
the days of your life; / thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you; / and you shall eat the plants of the field. / In the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread / till you return to the ground, / for out of it you were taken; / you are dust, / and to dust you shall
return.” (Gen 3:14, 16-19)

God created our first parents in an original “state of holiness and justice” (cf. Council of Trent [1546]: DS 1511), a state of perfect
harmony in nature free of sin, pain, and death. Man, uniquely created in the very image and likeness of God, lost this original
state by using the gift of free will to choose evil over good.

God created man, “the only creature on earth which God willed for itself” (GS 24), in his own image and likeness, endowed with
the ability to know and love him and to choose freely between good and evil. As long as Adam and Eve remained close to God
through fidelity to his will, they possessed a joyful relationship with God, with each other, and with the rest of creation. “Sacred
Scripture teaches that man...is capable of knowing and loving his Creator” (GS 12). This perfect state bestowed on our first
parents is called original holiness and justice.

This sate enjoyed by Adam and Eve included a number of gifts that were lost due to Original Sin. These preternatural
gifts included immunity from sickness, suffering, and death as well as freedom from disordered appetites and passions. Our first
parents’ natural inclinations were subject to the control of their minds and wills, and they enjoyed harmony and self-mastery
inside their hearts. In the state of original holiness and justice, work was not a burden but rather an easy and rewarding
activity. It was clearly God’s intention for man and woman to find pleasure and fulfilment in every aspect of their lives; indeed,
“his plan was to raise men to a participation of the divine life” (LG2).

From the Didache Bible

357 Being in the image of God the human individual possesses the dignity of a person, who is not just something, but someone. He
is capable of self-knowledge, of self-possession and of freely giving himself and entering into communion with other persons. And
he is called by grace to a covenant with his Creator, to offer him a response of faith and love that no other creature can give in his
stead.

358 God created everything for man, but man in turn was created to serve and love God and to offer all creation back to him:

What is it that is about to be created, that enjoys such honor? It is man—that great and wonderful living creature, more precious in
the eyes of God than all other creatures! For him the heavens and the earth, the sea and all the rest of creation exist. God attached
so much importance to his salvation that he did not spare his own Son for the sake of man. Nor does he ever cease to work, trying
every possible means, until he has raised man up to himself and made him sit at his right hand. (St. John Chrysostom)

359 “In reality it is only in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mystery of man truly becomes clear.”

St. Paul tells us that the human race takes its origin from two men: Adam and Christ.... The first man, Adam, he says, became a
living soul, the last Adam a life-giving spirit. The first Adam was made by the last Adam, from whom he also received his soul, to
give him life.... The second Adam stamped his image on the first Adam when he created him. That is why he took on himself the
role and the name of the first Adam, in order that he might not lose what he had made in his own image. The first Adam, the last
Adam: the first had a beginning, the last knows no end. The last Adam is indeed the first; as he himself says: “I am the first and the
last.” (St. Peter Chrysologus)

360 Because of its common origin the human race forms a unity, for “from one ancestor [God] made all nations to inhabit the
whole earth”:

O wondrous vision, which makes us contemplate the human race in the unity of its origin in God ... in the unity of its nature,
composed equally in all men of a material body and a spiritual soul; in the unity of its immediate end and its mission in the world;
in the unity of its dwelling, the earth, whose benefits all men, by right of nature, may use to sustain and develop life; in the unity of
its supernatural end: God himself, to whom all ought to tend; in the unity of the means for attaining this end; ... in the unity of the
redemption wrought by Christ for all. (Pius XlI, encyclical, Summi Pontificatus 3)

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



