Sacred Heart Catholic Parish

Yarra Junction & Warburton

Fifth Sunday of Lent (vearc)
6 April 2025

readings

Next Week
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Lk 19:28-40
Is 50:4-7
Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24
Phil 2:6-11
Lk 22:14-23:56

in a nutshell

Straining ahead. The Israelites in
exile, St Paul the apostle and the
woman caught in adultery all had
shameful pasts. They acknowledged
their sins but were not weighed
down by them because they
experienced the forgiveness of God.
Freed of the burden of their sin they
were able to continue on their way.
We also are sinners but with God’s
forgiveness we too can put the past
behind us and strain ahead for the
prize to which God is calling us
upwards to receive in Christ Jesus.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially Fr
Pat Purcell, Margaret Marshall,
Margaret Broderick, Fida Rees,

For those who have died recently,
and those whose anniversary occurs
at this time.

of special note

Palm Sunday is next week. Bringin
your palms to be blessed, and if you
can, some extra for other
parishioners.

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause
against a nation that is faithless. From the
deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God,
are my strength.

Psalm Response

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,
it seemed like a dream.

Then was our mouth filled with laughter,

on our lips there were songs. (R.)

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels
the Lord worked for them!’

What marvels the Lord worked for us!

Indeed we were glad. (R.)

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.

Those who are sowing in tears

will sing when they reap. (R.)

They go out, they go out, full of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing:

they come back, they come back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless
glory!

With all your heart turn to me, for I am tender
and compassionate.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless

glory!

Communion Antiphon

Has no one condemned you, woman? No one,
Lord. Neither shall | condemn you. From now on,
sin no more.

The Parish of Sacred Heart

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

Sunday Mass
Warburton: Saturday—4:30pm (EST)

Yarra Junction: Sunday—=8:30am

Weekday Mass
Wednesday—9:00am Yarra Junction

First Friday —11:30am Warburton

Reconciliation
Thursday 6:00pm-6:45pm
Thursdays at Yarra Junction
First Thursday at Warburton

Exposition
Thursday at 6:00pm
Thursdays at Yarra Junction
First Thursday at Warburton

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Nick Boyhan

Website:
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au

Parish Office: 58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s
responsibility. Our Parish is committed
to the care, wellbeing and protection
of children, and vulnerable people in
our community.

Remember children should be

accompanied by an adult to the
toilets.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Michael Fahey
Paul Latham
Enzo Torresan
Nino Troiani

Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday
please
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese
visit: https://melbournecatholic.org/job-

vacancies

Parish Meetings: 6:00 p.m. Wednesday

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH

Your financial support can be made via:

e Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call
the office for information on how to
become a contributor

e Direct Debit BSB 083347 Sacred Heart
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379

e Use the QR Code on this page

e The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you
are donating: church, presbytery,
maintenance.

Parish Notices

Final Mass—Sacred Heart Church

In light of the Archbishop’s permission to close and sell Sacred Heart Church,
the last Mass at Warburton will be celebrated at the 7:00pm Saturday night
vigil on Palm Sunday Weekend (April 12). You are invited to stay after mass
and join with other parishioners for a cuppa and chat.

Parish Stewardship Program

Dear Parishioners,

This is the final weekend of our Parish Offertory Program, and we want to
thank you for your response. Your generosity is more than just financial
support—it is an act of faith, trust, and gratitude to God. Every gift is a
reflection of our relationship with Him and our commitment to His work in
our parish. If you have not yet returned your Pledge Card, they are available
on the pews this weekend. | invite you to take a moment to prayerfully
consider your offering and return your card during Mass.

You may also submit your pledge by placing it in the offertory collection,
dropping it off at the parish office, or sending it by mail. Thank you once
again for your faithfulness and generosity. Every pledge—no matter the
size—is a response to God’s blessings and helps strengthen our parish for
the future.

Palms for Palm Sunday

Time to start thinking about palms for Palm Sunday. If you have palms
please bring them with you to Masses next weekend for blessing. If you can
bring extra to share with other parishioners that would be appreciated.

Project Compassion

The life-changing work of Caritas Australia is only made possible by the
unwavering generosity of our supporters and the dedication of our local
partners on the ground. Our partners are the true heroes, working tirelessly
on the frontlines every day to transform lives and build brighter, more
hopeful futures for their communities.

Please donate today. You can support Project Compassion 2025 through the
donation boxes, envelopes, online at: caritas.org.au/project-compassion or
by calling: 1800 024 413

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Spending time in front of the Eucharist is meant to express the great desire
we ought to have for God, the desire to get closer to him, get in contact with
him, which is the real reason for our saying any prayers at all. (Msgr. Ronald
Knox) Confession: May sinners share in the blessings of Christ's atonement;
may they find repentance and forgiveness.

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra Junction,
Thursday nights at 6:00pm except first Thursday (Warburton). Confessions
available during Adoration. Friday mornings 8:00am Mount Evelyn

Stewardship Corner

“...For his sake | have accepted the loss of all things and | consider them so
much rubbish, that | may gain Christ...“ (Philippians 3:8)

The first commandment says that we should not put other gods before the
Lord. Sharing all of our gifts - our time in prayer, our talent in charitable
works, and our treasure to support the Church helps us keep God first in
everything. It helps us from putting other gods before God. It helps us from
becoming a slave to our possessions. It helps us to use our gifts for the glory
of God and not for the glory of ourselves.
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Stations of the Cross on Good Friday at Yarra Junction
Stations of the Cross will be celebrated on Good Friday at
Yarra Junction at 10.30am

Stations of the Cross During Lent—6:00pm Fridays at St Mary’s
We are praying the Stations of the Cross every Friday during
Lent. Please come and pray this traditional devotion following
the path of our Lord to Calvary. NOTE: There will not be Stations
at Yarra Junction.

Lenten Series — The Seven Last Words (Discussion Group)

Discussion group every Wednesday of Lent at 6pm in the parish
portable after viewing the videos from The Seven Last Words
series.  Though we will watch the video on Wednesdays, it
would be best if you would have seen the video prior to our
discussion. You can sign up for free at https://stpaulcenter.com/

Lenten Concert at Our Lady of Victories Basilica, Camberwell
French musicians Johann Vexo, organist, and Damien Riviere,
tenor, will present a concert of music with Lenten themes at Our
Lady of Victories Basilica in Camberwell on Tuesday 8th April at
7.00pm. For more information go to the What’s On page of
their website: ourladyofpentecost.org.au.

Something to bring a smile!

Last night, someone broke into my home and took a dozen
eggs, but they left a saucepan filled with warm water.
Police believe they were poachers and described them as
hard-boiled criminal types. They believe it is only a matter

of time before they crack the case.
sourced from www.majellan.media

Holy Week Both Parishes.

Tuesday: No Mass or Adoration at St Mary. Father will be at
the Cathedral for the Chrism Mass. Everyone is
invited to attend the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral at
10:00am, Tuesday, 15 April. This special Mass will
have the blessing of the oils by the archbishop and
the renewal of the promises by the priests gathered
for the Mass.

Wednesday: Regular Mass at Yarra Junction at 9am.

Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Yarra Junction, 6pm &
Mount Evelyn 8pm (No morning mass)

Good Friday: 9:00am Stations of the Cross St Mary ‘s
10:30 am Stations of the Cross Yarra Junction
3:00pm Passion of the Lord St Mary’s.

Confessions: After Stations (St Mary’s) and the Passion of the
Lord.

Easter Saturday: Easter Vigil will be celebrated at St Mary’s at
7pm. There will not be a Vigil celebrated at

Yarra Junction.

Easter Sunday: Easter Mass at Yarra Junction at 8:30am and
St Mary’s at 10:30am & 5:00pm.

Readings Reflection

Something New

The Liturgy this Lent has shown us the God of the Exodus.
He is a mighty and gracious God, Who out of faithfulness
to His covenant has done “great things” for His people, as
today’s Psalm puts it.

But the “things of long ago,” Isaiah tells us in today’s First
Reading, are nothing compared to the “something new”
that He will do in the future.

Today’s First Reading and Psalm look back to the
marvelous deeds of the Exodus. Both see in the Exodus a
pattern and prophecy of the future, when God will restore
the fortunes of His people fallen in sin. The readings today
look forward to a still greater Exodus, when God will
gather in the exiled tribes of Israel that had been scattered
to the four winds, the ends of the earth.

The new Exodus that Israel waited and hoped for has
come in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Like the
adulterous woman in today’s Gospel, all have been spared
by the Lord’s compassion. All have heard His words of
forgiveness, His urging to repentance, to be sinners no
more. Like Paul in today’s Epistle, Christ has taken
possession of every one, claimed each as a child of our
heavenly Father.

In the Church, God has formed a people for Himself to
announce His praise, just as Isaiah said He would. And as
Isaiah promised, He has given His “chosen people” living
waters to drink in the desert wastelands of the world
(see John 7:37-39).

But our God is ever a God of the future, not of the past.
We are to live with hopeful hearts, “forgetting what lies
behind but straining forward to what lies ahead,” as Paul
tells us. His salvation, Paul says, is power in the present,
“the power of His resurrection.”

We are to live awaiting a still greater and final Exodus,
pursuing “the goal, the prize of God’s upward calling,”
striving in faith to attain the last new thing God
promises—“the resurrection of the dead.”

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Jesus Frees Us From the Slavery of Sin

The most immediate significance of the work of salvation, already revealed with the birth of Jesus, was expressed by John
the Baptist at the Jordan. When indicating Jesus of Nazareth as the one who “was to come,” John said, “Behold the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). These words clearly refer to Isaiah’s image of the suffering servant of
the Lord. The prophet spoke of him as “a lamb” that is led to the slaughter, and in silence, like a “dumb sheep” (Is 53:7), he
accepts death, by means of which “he shall make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities” (Is
53:11). Thus the definition, “lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,” rooted in the Old Testament, indicates that
the work of salvation, that is, liberation from sins, will be carried out at the cost of Christ’s passion and death. The Savior is
at the same time the Redeemer of man. His work of salvation is at the price of the salvific sacrifice of himself.

All this, still prior to the events of the Pasch of Jerusalem, is expressed step by step in the preaching of Jesus of Nazareth, as
we read in the Gospels: “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Lk 19:10). “The Son of Man ... did not come to
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mk 10:45; Mt 20:28). Here one easily sees the reference
to Isaiah’s image of the servant of Yahweh. If the Son of Man, in his whole way of acting, showed himself as the “friend of
tax collectors and sinners” (Mt 11:19), he thereby emphasized the fundamental characteristic of his saving mission. “God
sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him” (Jn 3:17).

These words of John’s Gospel, the last to be written, reflect all that appeared in the unfolding of Jesus’ mission which was
eventually confirmed in his passion, death and resurrection. In the prism of this definitive event, the paschal mystery, the
New Testament authors acutely see the truth of Christ who accomplished man’s liberation from the principal evil, sin, by
means of the redemption. He who had come to “save his people” (cf. Mt 1:21), “the man Christ Jesus ... gave himself as a
ransom for all” (1 Tim 2:5-6). “When the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son ... to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (cf. Gal 4:4-5). “In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses” (Eph 1:7).

Peter’s letters are as unambiguous as those of Paul: “You know that you were ransomed ... not with perishable things such
as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Pet 1:18-19). “He bore
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed” (1
Pet 2:24-25).

The ransom for all; the infinite price of the blood of the Lamb; the eternal redemption: this succession of concepts in the
writings of the New Testament reveals to us at its very roots the truth about Jesus (God saves). As Christ (Messiah,
Anointed), he frees humanity from the evil of sin, rooted by heredity in humanity and ever being committed anew. Christ is
the liberator: he who frees before God. The work of redemption is also the justification accomplished by the Son of Man, as
“mediator between God and men” (1 Tim 2:5) by the sacrifice of himself, on behalf of all humanity.

The New Testament witness is particularly strong. It contains not only a clear image of the revealed truth on “redemptive
liberation,” but it goes back to its ultimate source in God himself, whose name is Love.

Hear what John says: “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our
sins” (1 Jn 4:10), since “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 Jn 1:7). “He is the expiation for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn 2:2). “He appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no
sin” (1 Jn 3:5). Here we see the most complete revelation of the love with which God loved humanity. This revelation is
fulfilled in Christ and through him. “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us ...” (1 Jn 3:16).

In all this we find a surprising consistency, a profound logic of the revelation which unites the two Testaments—from Isaiah
to the preaching of John at the Jordan. It comes to us through the Gospels and the testimony of the apostolic letters. The
Apostle Paul expresses in his own way the same things contained in John’s letters. After observing that “one will hardly die
for a righteous man,” he declared: “God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us” (Rom 5:7—
8).

Therefore the redemption is the gift of love on the part of God in Christ. The Apostle is aware that his “life in the flesh” is the
life “by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20). In the same way the author of the Book
of Revelation sees the ranks of the future Jerusalem as those who have come out of the “great tribulation; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev 7:14).

The blood of the Lamb: from this gift of the love of God in Christ, completely gratuitous, the work of salvation takes its
beginning, that is, the liberation from the evil of sin. In that liberation the kingdom of God has definitively “come nearer”; it
has found a new basis, and has begun its realization in human history.

Thus the Incarnation of the Son of God has its fruit in the redemption. On the night of Bethlehem, the Savior of the world
was born (Lk 2:11).
Pope St. John Paul Il, Wednesday Audience, 27 July 1988



