
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility. 
 
 

The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. 
Child protection and the dignity of every person is 
the responsibility of everyone. 
 
 

 
 

 

IN  OUR  PRAYERS 
 

Sick:  

Edward Tortoreto; Monika Marland; Anthony 
Sgro; Alex Mather; Emily & Grace; Mellisa; Rose; 
Nancy Green; Peter Falzon; Claudia & Thomas. 
 

Recently Deceased:  
Pasquale & Vittoria Nicolaci; Mijo Gorscak; 
Antonietta Licciardino; Grazia Cutri; Sr Veturia 
Theuma; Sr Annunziatina Darmanin; Sr Clotilde 
Schiavone; (all ASJM); Marek Momont; Rose 
Costa; Anna Borg; Michele Soccio; Aloysius 
Furtado (Mumbai); Joe Fernandez; Francesco 
Anile; Fr Peter Carrucan; Lucia Dang Thi Nien; 
Anda Bitunjac. 
 

Anniversaries & Remembrances:  
Frank Anile; Peter Myles A'Hearn; Liam Foster; 
Walter Ritosa; Kazimiera & Wally Pankiewicz; 
Michael Nelthorpe; Henryk Zdrojewski; Teresa 
Nguyen Thi Thu; Victor Micallef; Charlie Galea; 
Dominic Cumbo; Joseph & Consiglia Grima; 
Emmanuel, Teresa & Menu Sammut; Francis 
& Bernarda Grima; John & Tonina Darmanin; 
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Victor Apap; 

Carmelo & Rita De Bono; Charlie Sciberras. 
 

Parish Support Programme:  
Pledge:$2,588 Received:$1,860 Shortfall:$728 
Loose: $720    Presbytery: $1,360 
 
 

 

 Contributing to the Collections 
 You may wish to use the QR code 
 if you have left your cash at home. 
 

 
 

 

Lenten Programme 
 

Reflection Sessions with Srs Connie & Mayla 
 

Wednesdays after Mass in 
the Pastoral Centre Meeting 
Room. All welcome. 

 
 

 Stations of the Cross after Mass 
  Vietnamese - Thursday;     English - Friday 
 

 Reconciliation English & Italian 
  Wednesday 26th March 7pm 
 

 

 Easter Rosters in the Church Foyer 
  Please indicate where you can help. 
 

 
 

Devotion to Divine Mercy 
Mondays 2:30pm in the church.  
All Welcome! 

 
 

 

Project Compassion Lenten Prayer 
God of our journey 

we are all pilgrims of hope 
brought together by your love 

and your wish that we may all be one. 
We pray that in this Year of Jubilee 
when we are called to greater justice 

and care for our common home 
that we may Unite Against Poverty. 

May we work in unity for the freedom  
of the oppressed 

and the renewal of creation. 
May our compassionate minds and  

generous hearts 
help bring about a world where all can  

live in peace. 
May our Lenten pilgrimage of fasting, 

almsgiving and prayer 
bring us closer to your loving heart. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 

 

 
 

 
Third Sunday of Lent 
22nd - 23rd March 2025 

 

Lam is 27 years old from a small village in 
rural Vietnam who faced significant 
challenges due to his short stature. Through 
the I-SHINE program Lam completed a six-
month course developing his graphic design 
skills. He now runs a successful freelance 
graphic design business from home, serving 
clients worldwide & earning a steady income. 

 
    Please donate today. 
 

You can support Project Compassion 2025 
through the donation boxes, envelopes 

or by scanning the QR code. Or online at: 
caritas.org.au/project-compassion 

 

Or by calling: 1800 024 413 
 

 
 

 
 

 

              The Annunciation of the Lord 
 

                Tuesday 25th March 
                  Mass: 9:15am 

 
 

 
 

Volunteers - Archdiocese Requirement 
The Archdiocese requires that all volunteers 
in the church must possess a current 
Working With Children Card and sign a 
Declaration re Safeguarding of children and 
vulnerable adults.  There will be information 
sessions in the hall next Sunday 30th March 
English/Italian 10.30am; Vietnamese 12pm. 
All volunteers are invited to attend. 
 
 

St Martin’s Prep Enrolments 2026 
 

Applications Now Open - Please apply at the 
School Office or phone 9331 9000. 
 
 

NEW  PARISHIONERS 
We welcome you and ask that you make 
yourself known to us by completing the New 
Parishioners Form in Documents and Forms 
under Recommended Links on our website 
and return it to the Parish Office. Thank you. 
 

 
 

St Martin de Porres Parish 
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034 

 www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Nhân Le 
 

Secretary:      Paula McKernan 
Office Hours: 9:30am to 5pm 

        Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm 
         Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol) 
Phone:          9337 6016 
Fax:          9337 1943 
E-mail:           avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
 

St Martin de Porres School 
 

Principal:       Stefanie Harvey  
Secretaries:  Mary Carmuciano 

        Maria Aloe 
Phone:         9331 9000 
E-mail: 
principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 

     www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
 

Weekend Masses    
                  Saturday Vigil               6:00pm 

   Sunday         8:00am & 9:30am 
                  Vietnamese                11:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
   Tuesday to Friday          9:15am 

Benediction       Wednesday  after  Mass 
Reconciliation   Wednesday        10.00am 

             Saturday               5:30pm 
 

The Augustinian Sisters 
 

Convent:          2 Venice Court, 
          Avondale Heights 

Phone:           9337 4595 
E-mail:           spinelli@bigpond.net.au 
Website:         www.asjmoz.org 



First Reading   Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15
A reading from the book of Exodus
This is what you must say to the children of 
Israel: I Am has sent me to you.
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his 
father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to 
the far side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in the shape of a 
flame of fire, coming from the middle of a bush. 
Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it 
was not being burnt up. ‘I must go and look at 
this strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why 
the bush is not burnt.’ Now the Lord saw him go 
forward to look, and God called to him from the 
middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. 
‘Here I am’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he 
said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place on 
which you stand is holy ground. I am the God of 
your father,’ he said ‘the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this 
Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God.
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable 
state of my people in Egypt. I have heard their 
appeal to be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I am 
well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver 
them out of the hands of the Egyptians and 
bring them up out of that land to a land rich and 
broad, a land where milk and honey flow.’
Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to 
the sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you.” But if they ask 
me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ 
And God said to Moses, ‘I Am who I Am. This’ he 
added ‘is what you must say to the sons of 
Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name 
for all time; by this name I shall be invoked for 
all generations to come.

’The word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 102:1-4. 6-8. 11. R. v.8
(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.

1.

2.

3.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)
It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion.
  (R.)
The Lord does deeds of justice,
gives judgement for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses
and his deeds to Israel’s sons. (R.)

4. The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.
For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
(R.)

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians
All this that happened to the people of Moses in 
the desert was written for our benefit.
I want to remind you how our fathers were all 
guided by a cloud above them and how they all 
passed through the sea. They were all baptised 
into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate 
the same spiritual food and all drank the same 
spiritual drink, since they all drank from the 
spiritual rock that followed them as they went, 
and that rock was Christ. In spite of this, most 
of them failed to please God and their corpses 
littered the desert.
These things all happened as warnings for us, 
not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things 
that they had. You must never complain: some 
of them did, and they were killed by the 
Destroyer.
All this happened to them as a warning and it 
was written down to be a lesson for us who are 
living at the end of the age. The man who thinks 
he is safe must be careful that he does not fall.

The word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation   Mt 4:17 

Glory to you, Word of God, 
   Lord Jesus Christ!

Repent, says the Lord;
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Glory to you, Word of God, 
   Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel   Luke 13:1-9

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.

Some people arrived and told Jesus about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this 
he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these 
Galileans who suffered like that were 
greater sinners than any other Galileans? 
They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you 
repent you will all perish as they did. Or 
those eighteen on whom the tower at 
Siloam fell and killed them? Do you 
suppose that they were more guilty than all 
the other people living in Jerusalem? They 
were not, I tell you. No; but unless you 
repent you will all perish as they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard, and he came 
looking for fruit on it but found none. He 
said to the man who looked after the 
vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I 
have been coming to look for fruit on this 
fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why 
should it be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” 
the man replied “leave it one more year 
and give me time to dig round it and 
manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, 
then you can cut it down.”’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for the 
Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL). All 
rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation, ©1963 
by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers. The scriptural 
quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and 
used by permission of the publishers.
© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

3rd Sunday of Lent, Year C 23 March 2025

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate
There was a terrible disaster when a building 
fell down killing eighteen people. Some said, 
‘Oh, those killed must have been sinners, 
they or their parents.’ Jesus repudiates that 
notion: ‘No, it wasn’t for anything they did.’ It 
was clear to Jesus that they were the victims 
of poor construction and conditions at 
Siloam. Look at the builder.
Responsibility needs to be brought home to 
those who would otherwise hide behind a 
religious ideology, or the sheer self-interest 
of evading blame for a situation.
To identify those really responsible may well 
require major changes to the way society is 
organised.
Does it all seem too difficult? Jesus helps us 
with a metaphor: You are like a fig tree which 
may not be bearing much fruit just now, but, 
I am a terrific gardener:
I will water you, dig around you, make sure 
you are well nourished so that you will bear 
the fruits I desire.
Our Lord does that by watering us with the 
waters of baptism; pruning us, especially 
during Lent; nourishing us with the bread of 
life in Holy Communion.
We might pause at various times during Lent 
to allow Our Lord to garden us so that he 
may create a heavenly botanical garden, a 
new Eden, of the whole of humanity.

ST MARTIN DE PORRES 
Catholic Parish  

Avondale Heights 
Today’s Celebration is on pages: 
Old missal: 686   New Missal: 773
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