Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord (vear a)

9 April 2023

readings
Next Week

Acts 2:42-47

Ps 117:2-4, 3-15, 22-24
1 Pet 1:3-9

Jn 20:19-31

in a nutshell

Christ is risen. Alleluial The empty
tomb, and the neatly folded burial
clothes, were signs that led the
Beloved Disciple to believe that Jesus
had risen from the dead. In the
witness of the apostles, and the
faithfulness, courage and love of our
fellow Christians, we too have
powerful signs that Christ is risen and
lives among us. Observing them, our
faith cries out: ‘Alleluial’

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Dorothy
Heering

For those who have died recently,
especially Nicolina Di Fiore, and all
those whose anniversary occurs at
this time.

of special note

The Lord Is

Risen!

Raise Your Voices
Entrance Antiphon

| have risen, and | am with you still, alleluia.
You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia.
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge,
alleluia, alleluia.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.

Let the sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.” (R.)

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed,;
his right hand raised me up.

I shall not die, | shall live

and recount his deeds. (R.)

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice;
let us feast with joy in the Lord.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed,
alleluia; therefore let us keep the feast with
the unleavened bread of purity and truth,
alleluia, alleluia.
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REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU
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Janine Meades
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Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm
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Sunday Mass
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Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility.
Our Parish is committed to the care,
wellbeing and protection of children, and
vulnerable people in our community.

Remember children should be
accompanied by an adult family member
to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Karen Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking —Weekend Masses
In the interests of safety please park in
the official carparks rather than on the
grassy areas around the picnic tables.
Keep this area for people to gather and
chat after mass.

Car Parking —~WEEKDAY Masses
Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church.
Please Leave the front for the truly
disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305
330 Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St
Mary’s Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan
Somers 0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon
Thursday please:
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese
visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-
vacancies

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, May 2

Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm
Parish Council 8:00pm

Parish Notices

Special Parish Meeting Report

Thank you to those parishioners who attended the parish meeting on
Wednesday 29 March. The purpose of this meeting was to highlight the drop
in parishioners attendance at Mass and therefore the drop in income.
Catholic parishes’ income comes from contributions to thanksgiving/
stewardship either through envelopes, direct debit or credit card. At St
Mary’s the number of parishioners contributing on a regular basis is now
below 40 when once this number was in the 70’s. Keeping St Mary’s viable
as a parish relies on the ability to meet their bills. Therefore our income
needs to increase, if not already doing so consider contributing to the
upkeep of the parish and formally join the stewardship program. Contact
the office for further details.

Stewardship Corner

“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth."
Colossians 3:2

Do you put God first in all things? Possessions, money, power, ego can easily
become gods to many of us. Do a quick check of what is important to you. Is
God at the very top of the list? If not, your priorities need to be re-adjusted.
Don't let earthly things become a god before God. This is also the first
commandment — | am the Lord your God, you shall not have any strange gods
before me.

March Finance Report

Total Thanksgiving income: $3095

Total Expenditure: $7232.01

Wishing to contribute? Direct debit details: St Mary’s Church BSB 083-347
account number 648531736 Ref THK and your surname.

Daylight Saving
Easter schedule remains as stated. ‘Winter’ Mass times take effect next week
(15/16 April).

Easter Baskets Raffle
Tickets for the Easter Raffle are now on sale. Tickets are S2 and the drawing
will be after the Easter Sunday morning Mass. Last Chance to buy a ticket.

Easter Egg Hunt
Calling all kids! There will be an Easter Egg Hunt following the 10.30am Easter
Sunday Mass to celebrate Our Lord's Resurrection.

Parish Easter Colouring Competition
Winners will be announced following the 10.30am Mass.

Adoration of the Eucharist

In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus said:” My soul is sorrowful to the point of
death. Wait here and keep awake with me.” Let us be generous with our time
in going to meet Him in adoration and contemplation that is full of faith.
(Pope St. John Paul Il) How can one be worthy to receive the Body, Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ ? By first going to the great sacrament of
mercy, where Christ forgives sins through the power of his priests.
(Archbishop Venerable Fulton Sheen)

Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm (first
Thursday Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.
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Archbishop's Easter Message

Please find the following link to Melbourne Catholic, and the
video and text for Archbishop Peter’s 2023 Easter Message:
‘Recognised, healed and sent’.
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/archbishop-comensolis-
easter-message-2023-recognised-healed-and-sent

Project Compassion—Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia!
Thank you for your continued support for Project Compassion —
past, present and future. Together, we can help vulnerable
communities face their challenges today and build a better
tomorrow For All Future Generations.

Thank you for supporting Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion
2023 Lenten appeal.

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their
challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future
Generations.

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and
envelopes available from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/
project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413.

Building Community—Morning Tea after 10.30am Sunday Mass
Stay and chat over a cuppa! Consider joining the roster to assist
in serving. If you are unable to serve but would like to
contribute, donations of packaged biscuits would be appreciated.
Contact Rachael 0437123802 Morning tea after 9:00am Mass
first Tuesday of the month. (April’s tea cancelled due to it being
Holy Week.)

Catholic Theological College

Sign up for one of 18 short, online sessions. Engaging Your Faith
— May 2023 Theology, Vatican ll, Scripture, Spirituality, Science &
Faith. Choose what interests you from $25 per session. For more
information and to register: ctc.edu.au/engaging-your-faith/

Something to Make You Smile
What kind of jewellery does the Easter Bunny wear?
14 Carrot Gold

What do you call the Easter Bunny the day after Easter?
Eggshausted

What happened to the Easter Bunny when he misbehaved at
school?
He was eggspelled!

A man, his wife, and his cranky mother-in-law went on vacation
to the Holy Land. While they were there, the mother-in-law
passed away.

The undertaker told them, “You can have her shipped home for
$5,000, or you can bury her here in the Holy Land for $150”.

The man thought about it for a while and told the undertaker he
would just have her shipped home.

The undertaker asked, “Why.... why would you spend $5,000 to
ship your mother-in-law home when it would be wonderful to be
buried here and spend only $150?”

The man said, “A man died here about 2000 years ago. He was
buried here and three days later, he rose from the dead.”

“l just can’t take that chance.”

Readings Reflection

They Saw and Believed

Jesus is nowhere visible. Yet today's Gospel tells us that
Peter and John "saw and believed."

What did they see? Burial shrouds lying on the floor of
an empty tomb. Maybe that convinced them that He
hadn't been carted off by grave robbers, who usually
stole the expensive burial linens and left the corpses
behind.

But notice the repetition of the word "tomb"—seven
times in nine verses. They saw the empty tomb and they
believed what He had promised: that God would raise
Him on the third day.

Chosen to be His "witnesses," today's First Reading tells
us, the Apostles were "commissioned...to preach...and
testify" to all that they had seen—from His anointing
with the Holy Spirit at the Jordan to the empty tomb.

More than their own experience, they were instructed in
the mysteries of the divine economy, God's saving
plan—to know how "all the prophets bear witness" to
Him (see Luke 24:27,44).

Now they could "understand the Scripture," could teach
us what He had told them—that He was "the Stone
which the builders rejected," which today's Psalm
prophesies His Resurrection and exaltation (see Luke
20:17; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11).

We are the children of the apostolic witnesses. That is
why we still gather early in the morning on the first day
of every week to celebrate this feast of the empty tomb,
give thanks for "Christ our life," as today's Epistle calls
Him.

Baptized into His death and Resurrection, we live the
heavenly life of the risen Christ, our lives "hidden with
Christ in God." We are now His witnesses, too. But we
testify to things we cannot see but only believe; we seek
in earthly things what is above.

We live in memory of the Apostles' witness, like them

eating and drinking with the risen Lord at the altar. And

we wait in hope for what the Apostles told us would

come—the day when we too "will appear with Him in
glory."

Dr. Scott Hahn

stpaulcenter.com
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Divine Mercy Sunday

2:30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Recitation of the Holy Rosary
3:00pm Divine Mercy Prayer—Divine Mercy Chaplet

3:30pm St Faustina’s Praises of the Mercy of God

3:45pm St Faustina’s Prayer for Priests

4:00pm Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests

4:30pm Benediction & The Blessing of the Divine Mercy Image

5:00pm Holy Mass

Confessions from 2:45pm-4:15pm

Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska

The Humble Instrument

Sister Faustina was a young, uneducated nun in a convent of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of
Mercy in Poland during the 1930s. She came from a poor family that struggled during the years of World
War I. She had only three years of simple education, so hers were the humblest tasks in the convent, usually
in the kitchen or garden. However, she received extraordinary revelations — or messages — from our Lord
Jesus. Jesus asked Sr. Faustina to record these experiences, which she compiled into notebooks. These
notebooks are known today as the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, and the words contained within
are God's loving message of Divine Mercy.

Though the Divine Mercy message is not new to the teachings of the Church, Sr. Faustina's Diary sparked a
great movement, and a strong and significant focus on the mercy of Christ. Saint John Paul Il canonized Sr.
Faustina in 2000 making her the "first saint of the new millennium." Speaking of Sr. Faustina and the
importance of the message contained in her Diary, the Pope call her "the great apostle of Divine Mercy in
our time."

Today, we continue to rely on St. Faustina as a constant reminder of the message to trust in Jesus' endless
mercy, and to live life mercifully toward others. We also turn to her in prayer and request her intercession to
our merciful Savior on our behalf.

The Divine Mercy
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