
ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PARISH  

52 Yarra Street, HEIDELBERG 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our parish stands, the Wurundjeri-Balluk clan of the Woi wurrung 
people in the Kulin Nation. 

Central to the mission of St John’s Parish is an unequivocal commitment to fostering the dignity and integrity of children and young 
people and providing them with a safe and supportive environment in which to flourish. 

Parish Priest Fr Vinh Nguyen  
Assistant Priest: Fr Tinku George         
Punnakkattussery Lawrence (Fr Geo) 

St John’s Parish office:  
52 Yarra Street Heidelberg 3084 
Phone: 94571066 & 70643906 
Email: heidelberg@cam.org.au 
Website:  www.melbcatholic.org/
heidelberg  
Parish Secretary: Mary Peeris 
Pastoral Associate: 
Elizabeth Williamson (0447195553) 
Safeguarding Committee Chair:  
Michelle Penson (0499 891 101) 
Parish Office Hours: 
Tuesday to Friday   
9:30am to 2:30pm 
Mass Times:  
Weekdays: Tuesday to Saturday: 
9:15am  
Weekend: Saturday Vigil 6pm 
  Sunday 8:30am, 10:30am & 5pm 
Adoration: After Friday morning 
Mass with Benediction. 
Exposition  
Wednesday 7.30pm 
Reconciliation (Confession):  
Friday 9.45am -10.15am (during 
Adoration)  
Sat 9:45 am & 5:30pm.—5.50p.m. 

Wedding, Baptism, First 
Reconciliation, 

 
Parish Secretary (9457 1066) 
St John’s Hall Hire: Contact 
parish office.  

Child Safety: St John’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. Children are to be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times in the church and when leaving the church for any reason.  

Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader 1 Sheila Serrao Margherite Ryan Peter Greenham Leela Cherubim 
Reader 2 Cassie Abeynaike Robyn Laurie Michelle Burns - 

Communion Lorraine Mascarenhas Chris Ratnayake Leo Cosio Sally Tramontana 
   Charito Cosio  

Sat 6:00pm Sun 8:30am Sun 10:30am Sun 5pm 

Reader 1 Vernon Curtis Ophelia Le Jacqueline Lewis Annaliza 

Reader 2 Pamela Smith Peter Le Kate Mathai - 

Communion Donna Richardson Bobbie Bartkus Vin Sier Marni Mant 

   Liz Sier  

Please Remember in your prayers 
Gianna Yee, 

Daisy Coote and Edward Reyes, James Bourke, Cherie 
Corke, Charmaine Hawke, Margaret Sinclair, Wendy Wales, Betty Matthews, 
Gail Pearson, Tony Dilabio, Liza Sutherland, Chris Barnett, Wendy Hankin, 
Carmel Finley, Romy Deveza, Matthew John, Ross Pace, Emma Williamson, 
Bill Barnes. 
 

Wishing all Parishioners, Visitors and Friends a  
Very Happy New Year 2026 

Filled With God ’s Abundant Blessings!  

1. To our musicians and singers, readers, commentators, altar 
servers, communion ministers (at Mass and to the sick), 
collectors, flower and sacristy helpers, Morning tea ladies, 
church cleaners, counters and many of you who work quietly 
behind the scenes,  generously volunteering your time during 

our Christmas celebration and all through the year. Your willingness to give 
your time and service is greatly appreciated. Your support allows us to make 
our celebrations meaningful and lovely. Thank you!  
2. On behalf of the Priests’ Retirement Foundations, the Priests’ 
Remuneration Fund, the Archbishop, Father John and myself, I thank all who 
contributed, or will contribute, to the Christmas Offerings.  
3. Thank you to the parishioners who were personally kind to me and  Father 
Geo sending cards and gifts. We really appreciate your thoughtfulness and 
generosity.  

Fr Vinh Nguyen - Parish Priest 

New Year’s Day - Solemnity of Mary The Holy Mother of God   
Mass 10.00a.m. Please note the later Mass time.  



Entrance Antiphon 
The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a 

manger. 

 First Reading                              Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14 

The Lord honours the father in his children, and 
upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, 
he who honours his mother is like someone 
amassing a fortune. Whoever respects his father will 
be happy with children of his own, he shall be heard 
on the day when he prays. Long life comes to him 
who honours his father, he who sets his mother at 
ease is showing obedience to the Lord. My son, 
support your father in his old age, do not grieve him 
during his life. Even if his mind should fail, show him 
sympathy, do not despise him in your health and 
strength; for kindness to a father shall not be 
forgotten but will serve as reparation for your sins. 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm                               Ps 125:1-5. 

Response: Happy are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways.  

O blessed are those who fear the Lord  
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper.       R./ 

Your wife like a fruitful vine  
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table.     R./  

Indeed thus shall be blessed  
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life.      R./  

 Second Reading                               Colossians 3:12-21 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you 
and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in 
kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon 
as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now 
you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to 
keep them together and complete them, put on 
love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your 
hearts, because it is for this that you were called 
together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a 
home with you. Teach each other, and advise each 
other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts 
sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; 
and never say or do anything except in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in 
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and treat them 
with gentleness. Children, be obedient to your 
parents always, because that is what will please the 
Lord. Parents, never drive your children to 
resentment or you will make them feel frustrated. 

The word of the Lord. 

All reply: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
and the fullness of his message live within you.  
Alleluia! 

Gospel                                 Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23 

 After the wise men had left, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, 
take the child and his mother with you, and escape 
into Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, because 
Herod intends to search for the child and do away 
with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and 
his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where 
he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil 
what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: 

I called my son out of Egypt. 

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take 
the child and his mother with you and go back to the 
land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child 
are dead.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the child and 
his mother with him, went back to the land of Israel. 
But when he learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his 
father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go 
there, and being warned in a dream he left for the 
region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called 
Nazareth. In this way the words spoken through the 
prophets were to be fulfilled: 

He will be called a Nazarene. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Communion Antiphon 

Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among 
us. 


