WELCOME TO THE CATHOLIC PARISH’S OF
ST AMBROSE WOODEND &
ST MARY’S LANCEFIELD AND ROMSEY

ST AMBROSE ST MARY’S ST MARY’S
18 Templeton Street (Our Lady of Lourdes) (Immaculate Conception)
Woodend 27 Chauncey St Lancefield 85 Main St Romsey
Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year C 6™ April, 2025
Mass Times
Weekend

Saturday 5pm Woodend, 6.30pm Lancefield
Sunday 9am 1%t & 3" Romsey, 2", 4" and 5™ Lancefield, 11am Woodend
Weekday
Tuesday 6pm Woodend followed by the Rosary
Wednesday 9.30am Woodend

Thursday 9.30am Romsey

Friday 9.30am Lancefield
Reconciliation

Woodend: 2™ Saturday of the month 10am-10.30am. Lancefield 3" Sunday of the month 10am-10.30am
Healing Mass
Romsey: 1°t Saturday of the month 10am — Rosary begins at 9:30am

Parish Staff

Parish Priest: Fr John Healy 47 Urquart St Woodend. Ph: 03 54272690 Mobile: 0439 033 750.
Email: john.healy@cam.org.au
Assistant Priest: Fr Brian Muling 27 Chauncey St Lancefield. Ph 03 54292130
Email: brian.muling@cam.org.au
Parish Secretary Woodend: Bernadette Petruccelli 47 Urquart St Woodend. Ph: 03 54272690.
Email: bernadette.petruccelli@cam.org.au
Parish Secretary Lancefield: Tammie Dalgleish 27 Chauncey Lancefield. Ph 03 54292130.
Email: lancefield@cam.org.au
Office Hours
Woodend Monday 9am - 4pm & Friday 9am - 4pm
Lancefield Wednesday 8am - 5pm & Friday 8am - 5pm

Websites

Woodend: www.stambrosewoodend.com.au
Lancefield: www.melbcatholic.org/s/lancefield

School Communities

St Ambrose Woodend Principal: Bronwyn Phillips Ph 03 54271285.
Email office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au Website: www.stambrose.catholic.au
St Mary’s Lancefield Principal: Gabe Agius Ph 03 54291359.
Email office@smlancefield.catholic.edu.au Website: www.smlancefield.catholic.edu.au

= —
——— -~ - — Child Protection

We hold the care, safety and well-being of children and all vulnerable people as a central and fundamental responsibility
for our community.
Diocesan Polices are available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au
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"“Living Word

Fifth Sunday of Lent, Year C

First Reading 15 43:16-21
| am doing a new thing and | will give drink to my peopie.

Thus says the Lord,

who made a way through the sea,

a path in the great waters;

who put chariots and horse in the field
and a powerful army,

which lay there never to rise again,
snuffed out, put out like a wick:

Mo need to recall the past,

no need 10 think about what was done
before.

See, | am doing a new deed,

even now it comes to light; can you not
see it?

Yes, | am making a road in the
wilderness,

paths in the wilds.

The wild beasts will honour me,

jackals and ostriches,

because | am putting water in the
wilderness

(rivers in the wild)

to give my chosen people drink.

The people | have formed for myself

will sing my praises.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 125.R.v.3

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.

1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,
it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
on our lips there were songs. (R.)

2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What
marvels
the Lord worked for them!”
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (R.)

3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. (R.)

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
canrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back,
full of song,
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

Second Reading Phil 3:8-14

Because of Christ | look upon everything else as usefess in
order to gain him.

| believe nothing can happen that will
outweigh the supreme advantage of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him | have
accepted the loss of everything, and | 00k
on everything as s0 much rubbish if only |
can have Christ and be given a place in him.

I am no longer trying for perfection by my
own efforts, the perfection that comes from
the Law, but | want only the perfection that
comes through faith in Christ, and is from
God and based on faith. All | want is to know
Christand the power of his resurrection and
to share his sufferings by reproducing the
pattern of his death. That is the way | can
hope to take my place in the resurrection
of the dead. Not that | have become perfect
yet: | have not yet won, but | am still running,
trying to capture the prize for which Christ
Jesus captured me. | can assure you my
brothers, 1 am far from thinking that | have
already won. All | can say is that | forget the
past and | strain ahead for what is still to
come; | am racing for the finish, for the prize
to which God calls us upwards t0 receive in
Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation J2:12-13

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
king of endless glory!

With all your heart turn to me,
for I am tender and compassionate.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
king of endless glory!

Gospel Jns:111
Let the person without sin be the first to throw a stone.

Jesus went 10 the Mount of Olives. At
daybreak he appeared in the Temple again;
and as all the people came to him, he sat
down and began to teach them.

The scribesand Pharisees broughta woman
along who had been caught committing
adultery; and making her stand there in
full view of everybody, they said to Jesus,
‘Master, this woman was caught in the very
act of committing adultery, and Moses has
ordered us in the Law to condemn women
like this t0 death by stoning. What have
you to say?’ They asked him this as a test,
looking for something t0 use against him.
But Jesus bent down and started writing on
the ground with his finger. As they persisted
with their question, he looked up and said,
‘If there is one of you who has not sinned,
let him be the first to throw a stone at her”
Then he bent down and wrote on the ground
again. When they heard this they went away
one by one, beginning with the eldest, until
Jesus was left alone with the woman, who
remained standing there. He looked up and
said, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?' "NO one, sir,” she replied.
‘Neither do | condemn you,” said Jesus “go
away, and don't sin any more.’

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

The accusers of this woman make
her ‘stand there in full view of
everybody.” She is surrounded by
the hostile glare of eyes filled with
blood lust.

It is only when the accusers have
left in embarrassment that Jesus,
who has been bent to the ground,
looks up at her. He adopts the
posture of a slave, seeing her as
she could be if she gives up her
current pattern of behaviour.

Up till now, no-one has spoken to
this woman. Now Jesus treats her
as a human being worth speaking
t0. And what does she hear? That
he does not condemn her but
points her to a new sort of life in
the future.

We could pause for a moment to
allow Jesus the time to look at us,
talk to us, in that way. Do you have
the courage to ‘lock eyes with

Jesus and live out the
consequences?
‘The eyes have it’

mitate@bigpond.com
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EVERYONE WELCOME
Ministry  05/04/25 05/04/25 06/04/25 12/04/25 13/04/25 CHILD PROTECTION
10am Healing 6:30pm 9am 6:30pm 9am is everyone’s responsibility
Musician =~ --------- Rosalie Christine Rosalie Agnes Safety of Children and
Reader John Leanne Eileen Joanne Rosemary All Vulnerable People
Collector ~ --------- Vol req Tim Vol req Rob The St. Mary’s Safeguarding
Cleaner Anthea - Eva Children and Young People
Could those listed on the roster please advise if you are unavailable. church noticeboards or via the

parish office.

All children leaving the church
during Mass must be
accompanied by a parent.

Child Safety Committee
Fr. John Healy
Tammie Dalgleish
Michael Mooney
Monica Tomlinson

Baptism

As arranged with the Parish
Secretary on the 4" Sunday
of the month

Marriages

Arranged by appointment with
at least 6 months’ notice.
Please contact parish office.

CONTINUING PRAYER LIST:
Please pray for the following who are in continuing need of our prayers:
Christine Cheney, Kath Ireland & Brendan Coburn.

MYSTERY OF FAITH

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL — RESPONSE: Lord, hear our prayer.

R:  We pray for ourselves and the special needs of all in our parish community. We
pray for those who are sick, especially Bp Terry Curtin — those on our parish
prayer list — the frail, and for all who care for them. For the faithful departed:
for those who have died recently, especially Adrian Vigliano and for those
whose anniversaries occur at this time, especially Joe Fleming, Doreen
Linehan & John Alford. Give strength and peace to their souls.

We pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

All BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY PRAYER (see page 4) Funerals

HAIL MARY Contact Fr. John directly.
CELEBRANT FINAL CLOSING PRAYER Contact Fr. Brian directly.
All JUBILEE PRAYER Thanksgiving

Any parishioner wishing to join
the Thanksgiving program is
invited to contact Tammie at the
parish office to arrange some
Thanksgiving envelopes.
Thanksgiving contributions by
Direct Debit or Credit Card
welcome.

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your son,
Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our hearts

by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.
May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when,
with the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally.
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer

Welcome

St. Mary’s Parish community
warmly welcomes visitors and

throughout the earth. . new parishioners. We invite new
To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. parishioners to introduce
Amen. yourself to Fr. John/Fr. Brian, fill

Collections last week  Preshytery $356 Thanksgiving $700

1% collection: Presbytery & Priest 2" collection: Thanksgiving (envelope)
Next week’s readings: Luke 19:28-40, Isaiah 50:-7, Philippians 2:6-11, Luke 22:14-23:56

EASTER SERVICES 2025
Wed April 9" — 7pm — Penitential Service — Romsey

in a census card located in the
church foyer and place in either
collection or contact Tammie
directly at the parish office.

Volunteering Ministries
A current Working with Children

Sun April 13" — 9am — Palm Sunday — Lancefield
Wed April 16" — 7pm — Penitential Service — Woodend
Thur April 17" — 6pm — Holy Thursday — Lancefield
Thur April 17" — 7:30pm — Holy Thursday — Woodend
Fri April 18" — 10am — Stations of the Cross — Woodend
Fri April 18™ — 2pm — Good Friday Passion — Lancefield
Fri April 18" — 4pm — Good Friday Passion — Woodend
Sat April 19" — 5:30pm — Easter Vigil — Romsey
Sat April 19" — 7:30pm — Easter Vigil - Woodend
Sun April 20" — 9am — Easter Sunday — Romsey
Sun April 20" — 9am — Easter Sunday — Woodend

Fr. Arnold has kindly offered to celebrate Easter Sunday Mass at Romsey.

Check is required to volunteer
within the parish.

Help is always welcome!
Power Point operator at Mass

Reader of the Word




FAREWELL Fr. BRIAN
Several days ago, | received notice from the Vicar
General informing me of my new appointment as
Administrator of St Monica’s Parish, Footscray. This
appointment begins this coming week.
I would like to take this opportunity to firstly thank
Fr John for all his help and support. His advice will be of
great value as | settle into my new position.
I want to also thank our secretaries Tammie and
Bernadette for their tireless efforts and unwavering
support.
And finally I wish to thank you, the parishioners of the
three parishes for your prayers, friendship and
encouragement throughout my time here.
I will certainly miss the country lifestyle and the rural
settings that | have become so accustomed to. However |
won’t miss the cold weather!
May the Lord bless each and every one of you and may
he keep you safe in his love.
Fr Brian

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND
A recent expense was incurred as a result of the heavy
rain exposing a roofing issue with the Presbytery.
Repairs to the guttering and cleaning of same at both the
Presbytery and the Church cost $1200. Current church
income, as generous as it is, struggles to cover unexpected
expenses such as this. Your help to share the costs of
maintaining our buildings would be very much
appreciated.
Thank you to those who have already contributed to this
cause via direct debit.

Weekday Mass Schedule.
We congratulate Fr Brian on his appointment as
Administrator of St Monica’s Footscray which becomes
effective Wednesday 9" April. In the light of this there will
be a need for change in our weekday Mass schedule.
Beginning 15 April, the schedule will be as follows:
Tuesday 6pm & Wednesday 9.30am at Woodend and
Thursday 9.30am Romsey & Friday 9.30am Lancefield.
This new arrangement will enable the school communities
to attend Mass on a Wednesday at Woodend and Friday at
Lancefield. Fr. Brian will celebrate both weekend Masses
in the parish this weekend and his final Mass on
Wednesday 9 April in Lancefield prior to leaving the
parish. All Welcome!

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

HEALING MASS
Saturday April 51" — 10am — Romsey Church

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and special blessings to all those
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries during the month
of April. May your journey through life be filled with daily
treasures, and may you always be open, willing and ready
to share your blessings with others.

Birthdays: Florence Meyer, Louise Newnham, Anne
Naismith, Monique McWha and a big shout out to —

Ella McCarthy, Charlotte McCarthy, Anna Newnham

& Ben Todd!

Anniversaries:

Peter & Elaine Scanlon — 44 years

Denis & Genny Collaco — 54 year

Robert & Anne Barry — 57 years

TJ Scott & Son
Funeral Directors

Kyneton 54226455  Gisborne 54284155

Now also at 23 Sydney Street, Kilmore 57821112

Our family helpina vours, when vou need it most — John, Kelly, Jack & Daniel Scott

CARITAS - PROJECT
COMPASSION
Mite boxes and giving envelopes are
now available in church.

75 years of care
Lancefield & Romsey

Cnr Brook & Barkly
Streets
Sunbury

©

TOBIN BROTHERS

PRIEST & PRESBYTERY BY
DIRECT DEBIT

Anyone not already contributing to
the Priest & Preshytery expenses who
would like to contribute may do so by
direct debit to the acct below:

Leaders in
Service and Care

(INCORPORATING

FUNERALS Tel: 9740 9500 O/CONNOR FUNERALS) St. Mary’s Presbytery Account
NAB
ROMSEY Joel Caspersz BSB: 083 347
VIC 3434 Cabinet Maker Acct: 64151 8467
il us on facebook 0425 854 370 rPeI]fears;nzze your surname as the
and joel@measuredjoinery.com.au '

instagram admin@measuredjoinery.com.au

v' Tax & AccountingServices
v Business Advisory Services
v’ Financial Advice & Investments
v/ Superannuation & Retirement Planning
v' Self Managed Superannuation
v Income Protection & Life Insurance

Your local financial experts.

www.blackwoodadvisory.au

tim.mccarthy@blackwoodadvisory.au
0403 036 654

Andrew Baddeley | Podiatrist
ROMSEY | 5429 5254 | 99 Main St
RIDDELLS CREEK | 5428 7591 | 9 Station St

Do you have foot
roblems? -
P "”‘

THANKSGIVING BY DIRECT
DEBIT

Anyone not already on the
Thanksgiving Program who would
like to contribute to the Church may
do so by direct debit to the acct
below:

St. Mary’s Church Account
NAB

BSB: 083 347

Acct: 64150 3257

Please use your surname and TG
number as the reference.
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Fifth Sunday in Lent, Year C

Revised New Jerusalem Bible © 2019 by Darton,
Longman and Todd Ltd

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had
been in the tomb for four days already

.. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have
died, but even now | know that God will
grant whatever you ask of him." Jesus said
to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.” Martha
said to him, ‘l know he will rise again at the
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to
her: ‘l am the resurrection and life. Anyone
who believes in me, even though that
person dies, will live, and no one who lives
and believes in me will ever die. Do you
believe this?'

She said, ‘Yes, Lord. | believe that you are
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one
coming into this world.' ... So they took the
stone away. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes
and said: ‘Father, | thank you for hearing
my prayer. | myself knew that you hear me
always, but | speak for the sake of all the
crowd standing around me, so that they
may believe that you sent me.

When he had said this, he cried in a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!' The dead man
came out, his feet and hands bound with
strips of material, and his face wrapped in
cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and
let him go! (John 11:17, 21-27, 41-44).

Did you know?
Points of interest and Catholic lore

Catholic theology speaks of ‘the beatific vision™
the full vision of God, with his people united in
Christ.

‘Those who are united with Christ will form the
community of the redeemed, “the holy city" of
God, “the Bride, the wife of the Lamb." She will not
be wounded any longer by sin, stains, self-love,
that destroy or wound the earthly community. The

ST TNwaCe rfeeere- e i

The Raising of Lazarus, by Guercino (1619).

beatific vision, in which God opens himself in an
inexhaustible way to the elect, will be the ever-
flowing well-spring of happiness, peace, and
mutual communion' (CCC §1045).

Exploring the faith

‘Unbind him, and let him go. These words of
Jesus are full of spiritual significance. Ultimately,
they point us to what the Church calls ‘the
eschaton, or ‘the end times’. Christ comes into
this world, wounded by sin and death, and sets
it free. The raising of Lazarus, in this sense, was
merely a foreshadowing—a foretaste—of his
own resurrection and all that would mean for
creation.

While there is no shortage of apocalyptic
visions of the future in our culture, many of
them dark and dystopian, Lumen gentium makes
something abundantly clear: the end times have
already begun. We have been living in them
since the resurrection and Pentecost.

This is why reflecting on ‘the last things’ (death,
judgement, heaven, and hell) is a basic feature
of the Catholic spiritual tradition. The pilgrim
Church is ‘eschatological’ by nature: we are
journeying towards that eternal life we have
already been given. And this affects many of
our other practices, including seeking the
intercession of the saints and praying for the
dead, because all of us through Baptism are
connected in Christ, ‘the resurrection and

the life’




4 our love, whereby, for our own greater good
. . and that of the whole Church, we seek
Reading from Lumen gentium from the saints ‘example in their way of life,
fellowship in their communion, and aid by
48, Already the final age of the world has their intercession’
come upon us and the renovation of the
world is irrevocably decreed and is already
anticipated in some kind of a real way; for
the Church already on this earth is signed .
with a sanctity which is real although Questions
imperfect. However, until there shall be
new heavens and a new earth in which
justice dwells, the pilgrim Church in her
sacraments and institutions, which pertain » What stands out to you most from these
to this present time, has the appearance passages in Lumen gentium? Why?
of this world which is passing and she
herself dwells among creatures who groan
and travail in pain until now and await the
revelation of the sons of God ..

» ‘Unbind him, and let him go.” Have you ever
felt ‘bound’ in your spiritual life? How?

» How might a love for the saints, and devotion
to them, help our pilgrimage towards the
beatific vision? Do you already have a
devotion to a particular saint? How have they

50. Fully conscious of this communion of helped you?

the whole Mystical Body of Jesus Christ,

the pilgrim Church from the very first ages

of the Christian religion has cultivated

with great piety the memory of the dead,

and ‘because it is a holy and wholesome

thought to pray for the dead that they

may be loosed from their sing’, also offers

suffrages for them. The Church has always

believed that the apostles and Christ’s
martyrs who had given the supreme witness
of faith and charity by the shedding of

their blood, are closely joined with us in

Christ, and she has always venerated them

with special devotion, together with the

Blessed Virgin Mary and the holy angels.

The Church has piously implored the aid

of their intercession. To these were soon

added also those who had more closely
imitated Christ's virginity and poverty,

and finally others whom the outstanding

practice of the Christian virtues and the

divine charisms recommended to the pious
devotion and imitation of the faithful. When
we look at the lives of those who have
faithfully followed Christ, we are inspired
with a new reason for seeking the City that
is to come and at the same time we are
shown a most safe path by which among
the vicissitudes of this world, in keeping
with the state in life and condition proper
to each of us, we will be able to arrive at
perfect union with Christ, that is, perfect
holiness ...

Notes

51. Let them therefore teach the faithful that
the authentic cult of the saints consists

not so much in the multiplying of external %
acts, but rather in the greater intensity of g "
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