Sacred Heart Catholic Parish

Yarra Junction

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (vea c)

13 July 2025

readings

Next Week
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gen 18:1-10
Ps 14:2-5
Col 1:24-28
Lk 10:38-42

in a nutshell

To whom can | be a neighbour? The
command to love our neighbour is as
broad as the definition of the word
‘neighbour’. Are the people living
next door the only ones we consider
to be our neighbours? Do we include
people in the neighbouring streets,
towns, countries and the people of
other faiths? Jesus answers these
questions by telling the story of the
Good Samaritan. As we hear this
story we realise that the key
question is never, ‘who is my
neighbour?’ rather, ‘to whom can |
be a neighbour?’.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially Fr
Pat Purcell, Margaret Marshall,
Margaret Broderick, Fida Rees,

For those who have died recently
especially Glen Anthony, and those
whose anniversary occurs at this
time.

of special note
The St. Vincent de Paul Winter

Appeal Collection will be on Sunday
20 July

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

As for me, in justice | shall behold your face;
I shall be filled with the vision of your glory.

Psalm Response

(R.) Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will
live.

This is my prayer to you,

my prayer for your favour.

In your great love, answer me, O God,
with your help that never fails:

Lord, answer, for your love is kind;

in your compassion, turn towards me. (R.)

As for me in my poverty and pain

let your help, O God, lift me up.

| will praise God’s name with a song;

I will glorify him with thanksgiving. (R.)

The poor when they see it will be glad
and God-seeking hearts will revive;
for the Lord listens to the needy

and does not spurn his servants in their chains.

(R.)

For God will bring help to Zion

and rebuild the cities of Judah.

The sons of his servants shall inherit it;

those who love his name shall dwell there. (R.)

Gospel acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;
you have the words of everlasting life.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and | in him, says the Lord.

The Parish of Sacred Heart
Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

St Thomas A Becket, Yarra Junction

Sunday Mass
Sunday—8:30am

Weekday Mass
Wednesday—9:00am

First Friday —11:30am

Reconciliation
Thursday 6:10pm- 6:40pm
Mount Evelyn: Saturday
11:30am-12:30pm

Exposition
Thursday at 6:00pm

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
St Josephs
Principal: Nick Boyhan

Website:
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au

Parish Office: 58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796

Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s
responsibility. Our Parish is committed
to the care, wellbeing and protection
of children, and vulnerable people in
our community.

Remember children should be

accompanied by an adult to the
toilets.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Michael Fahey
Paul Latham
Enzo Torresan
Nino Troiani

Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

Parish Meetings:
6:00 p.m. Wednesday 6 August

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH

Your financial support can be made via:

e Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call
the office for information on how to
become a contributor

e Direct Debit BSB 083347 Sacred Heart
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379

e Use the QR Code on this page

e The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you
are donating: church, presbytery,
maintenance.

Please join me

Wednesdays 9am
First Fridays 11:30am

Parish Notices

Are you available to help in the Parish?

Volunteers are needed to clean the church once every 8 weeks and do the
flowers once in 4 weeks. If we have more volunteers we don't have to do it so
often. Contact Nancy 0409 956 119. Please note that anybody volunteering
will need to have a current Working With Children Check.

Fr Michel Away
Fr Michel will be away in the weeks beginning 21 & 28 July so there will be no
weekday masses or events. Weekend masses will be celebrated as usual.

SVDP Winter Appeal—19/20 July

It is time again for the SVDP Winter Appeal. This will be held next weekend. All
money received will go towards assisting people from our parish who are
struggling to make ends meet and who ask for our help. Please place your
donations in the second collection. For those who wish to donate by credit card
or require a receipt there will be envelopes on the seats which can be placed in
the collection.

Direct Debit is available and, if doing this, please mark that it is for the Mount
Evelyn Conference

Direct Debit details are: BSB: 063 003 Account No: 1008 1787

Reference Agent 471

Thank you very much for your previous and continued support.

Alan Somers Mount Evelyn Conference President

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Let us devote ourselves entirely to knowing God. The more we know Him, the
more we want to know Him. Since love is generally measured by knowledge,
the deeper and more extensive the knowledge, the greater will be the love.
And if our love is great, we will love Him equally in pain and consolation. We
will also wish to spend time with Him, really present in the Blessed
Sacrament. (Brother Lawrence from “ Practice of the Presence of God”)

When | came into the Church, of course | knew Confession would be a part of
my life, but | didn’t anticipate how indispensable it would become. If any
Catholics have stayed away from Confession for any number of reasons,
please take it from this “convert” that it is much more than a requirement.
Confession is a precious balm to every soul that longs for God’s healing. There
is just no feeling on earth like knowing my sin is completely dealt with every
time | examine my conscience and submit to Christ’s reconciling grace in the
Sacrament. (Andrew Petiprin from “ 5 Gifts of Being Catholic that |
Increasingly Love”)

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra Junction:
Thursday 6:00pm. Mount Evelyn: Tuesday 5:10pm, Friday 8:10am.
Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.””  Luke 10:37

This was Jesus’ command at the end of the Good Samaritan story. Did you
know that the Samaritans and Jews despised each other? The moral of the
story is to love our neighbour. That means loving someone you may not
know, or someone that looks different than you, or someone that has
different beliefs than you, or someone that you don’t like. All without
expecting anything in return.
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June Thanksgiving/Stewardship Report
Total income: $1969.20 Total Expenditure: $1401.89

St Mary’s Parish Prayer Group—Change of Time

Monday at 9:15 am and Fridays at 9:45 a.m. For more
information please call Maria at 0409 793 001 or just come
and discover peace in the presence of our Lord in the
Eucharist!

Jubilee Year—Pilgrims of Hope

On Christmas Eve 2024, Pope Francis symbolically opened
the Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica, marking the start of the
2025 Jubilee Year. Jubilee years happen every 25 years and
are times of reconciliation and renewal. The theme of this
Jubilee is Pilgrims of Hope. If you are unable to travel to
Rome during the Jubilee Year, you are invited on a local
journey of reconciliation and renewal by participating in the
2025 Jubilee at one or more of the many Pilgrim Places
across the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, where plenary
indulgences may be obtained as part of this very special time.
Pilgrim Places across the Archdiocese of Melbourne will offer
extended hours, additional Masses, Reconciliation, and
Adoration. Pilgrims will receive a commemorative postcard,
monthly reflections, and a Pilgrim Passport (available for a
small donation) to be stamped at each location. Local Pilgrim
Places will welcome visitors from February 2025 to 6 January
2026. Besides the Cathedral as a Pilgrim Place, Sacred Heart
Church, Croydon is the closest to us. A not too distant
pilgrimage location, which offers various experiences for
pilgrims this Jubilee Year, including Masses, Reconciliation
and adoration.

Visit https://melbournecatholic.org/news/pilgrim-place-
sacred-heart-croydon for more information about Sacred
Heart Croydon.

Baby Booties 2025

Every day in Australia, unborn babies lose their lives to
abortion. ACL invite you to join Baby Booties 2025 by knitting,
praying, and taking part in a campaign that makes the

invisible visible, and gives voice to the voiceless. Send
booties by July 31 Register here: https://

aclobby.typeform.com/to/To4gHugn

This Week’s Joke

A man asked his wife one morning why she kept staring out of
their loungeroom window. Taking a deep breath, she replied,
“I'm really fed up with the state of Mrs. Brown’s blinds. Mrs.
Perkins’ are not much better. And that Mrs. Lewis — honestly!
Look at her blinds. They are filthy. They’re just not house proud
like me. Dirty blinds are such an eyesore, don’t you think? If you
were a really good husband, you’d get them to do something
about their blinds. In fact, | wish you would. | can’t stand it.” “I'll
tell you what,” her husband said as he peered through the
window beside her, “I'll see what | can do.” The following
morning, she approached her husband, smiling broadly. “I can’t
believe it. The neighbour’s blinds. They are immaculate. What
did you say to those women?” “Nothing,” he told her, “I just

cleaned our window.”
sourced from www.majellan.media

Readings Reflection

What We Must Do

We are to love God and our neighbour with all the
strength of our being, as the scholar of the Law answers
Jesus in this week’s Gospel.

This command is nothing remote or mysterious—it’s
already written in our hearts, in the book of Sacred
Scripture. “You have only to carry it out,” Moses says in
this week’s First Reading.

Jesus tells His interrogator the same thing: “Do this and
you will live.”

The scholar, however, wants to know where he can draw
the line. That’s the motive behind his question, “Who is
my neighbour?”

In his compassion, the Samaritan in Jesus’ parable reveals
the boundless mercy of God, Who came down to us when
we were fallen in sin, close to dead, unable to pick
ourselves up.

Jesus is “the image of the invisible God,” this week’s
Epistle tells us. In Him, the love of God has come very near
to us. By the “blood of His Cross”—by bearing His
neighbours' sufferings in His own body, being Himself
stripped and beaten and left for dead—He saved us from
the bonds of sin and reconciled us to God and to one
another.

Like the Samaritan, He pays the price for us, heals the
wounds of sin, pours out on us the oil and wine of the
sacraments, and entrusts us to the care of His Church until
He comes back for us.

Because His love has known no limits, ours cannot either.
We are to love as we have been loved, to do for others
what He has done for us, joining all things together in His
Body, the Church.

We are to love like the singer of this week’s Psalm—like
those whose prayers have been answered, like those
whose lives has been saved, who have known the time of
His favour, have seen God in His great mercy turn toward
us.

This is the love that leads to eternal life, the love Jesus
commands today of the scholar and of each of us: “Go and
do likewise.”

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus

Why do we adore, or worship, Christ in the Blessed Sacrament?

A great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all
the angels stood round the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God. (Rev 7:9-11)

Christ is present to us in many ways, as in the assembled faithful or the Word of God; however, his presence in the
Eucharist is unique and qualitatively superior in that he is present truly, really, and substantially in his Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity.

When the bishop or priest repeats the words of consecration during the Mass, the bread and wine become the Body
and Blood of Christ. Only the appearance of bread and wine remain. This mystery of Faith is known as the “Real
Presence’ of Christ in the Eucharist. “This presence is called ‘real’ not to exclude the idea that the others are ‘real’ too,
but rather to indicate presence par excellence, because it is substantial and through it Christ becomes present whole
and entire, God and man” (BI. Paul VI).

It became the custom in the early Church to set aside some consecrated hosts when the Mass had ended; today, every
Catholic church has a tabernacle where the Body of Christ is reserved. The Eucharist is thereby available to distribute
to the sick who could not attend Mass. Since Christ is truly present, an act of reverence is made toward the
tabernacle; in the Western Church a genuflection, by which the right knee is touched to the ground, is normally used.

The Real Presence of Christ invites us also to the adoration of the reserved Blessed Sacrament; this has led to the
development of many Eucharistic devotions. Eucharistic adoration before the tabernacle is one such pious
practice. Many churches also have periods of adoration when a consecrated host is displayed, or exposed, in a
monstrance. Eucharistic processions are conducted when the Eucharist is placed in a monstrance, which is then
carried around the church and even through the streets of the town or city.

When, therefore, the Church bids us adore Christ hidden behind the Eucharistic veils and pray to Him for the spiritual
and temporal favours of which we ever stand in need, she manifests living faith in her divine Spouse who is present
beneath these veils. (Pope Pius Xll)

Ah yes, brothers and sisters, but where did the Lord wish to be recognized? In the breaking of bread. We’re all right,
nothing to worry about—we break bread, and we recognize the Lord. It was for our sake that he didn’t want to be
recognized anywhere but there, because we weren’t going to see him in the flesh, and yet we were going to eat his
flesh. So if you’re a believer, any of you, if you’re not called a Christian for nothing, if you don’t come to church
pointlessly, if you listen to the Word of God in fear and hope, you may take comfort in the breaking of bread. The Lord’s
absence is not an absence. Have faith, and the one you cannot see is with you. (St. Augustine)

The Church and the world have a great need for Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let us
not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in contemplation full of faith, and open to making amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration never cease. (St. John Paul Il)

From the Didache Bible

2709 What is contemplative prayer? St. Teresa answers: “Contemplative prayer in my opinion is nothing else than a
close sharing between friends; it means taking time frequently to be alone with him who we know loves us.”

Contemplative prayer seeks him “whom my soul loves.” It is Jesus, and in him, the Father. We seek him, because to
desire him is always the beginning of love, and we seek him in that pure faith which causes us to be born of him and to
live in him. In this inner prayer we can still meditate, but our attention is fixed on the Lord himself.

2715 Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. “I look at him and he looks at me”: this is what a certain peasant
of Ars in the time of his holy curé used to say while praying before the tabernacle. This focus on Jesus is a renunciation
of self. His gaze purifies our heart; the light of the countenance of Jesus illumines the eyes of our heart and teaches us
to see everything in the light of his truth and his compassion for all men. Contemplation also turns its gaze on the
mysteries of the life of Christ. Thus it learns the “interior knowledge of our Lord,” the more to love him and follow
him.

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



