Sacred Heart Catholic Parish

Yarra Junction
Sixth Sunday of Easter (vearc)
25 May 2025

readings Raise Your Voices The Parish of Sacred Heart

Next Week Parish Priest
The Ascension of the Lord Entrance Antiphon REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Acts 1:1-11 .

Ps 46:2-3, 6-9 Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; Pa"?h Secretary
Eph 1:17-23 proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has Janine Meades
Lk 24:46-53 freed his people, alleluia.

in a nutshell

The Holy Spirit  Will Teach You.
Shortly before his death Jesus
assured his disciples that he would
not abandon them. In his name, the
Father will send the Holy Spirit to be
with them and guide them. The early
Christian community experienced the
Spirit’s presence as they sought to
discern God’s will on various issues:
‘it has been decided by the Holy
Spirit and ourselves’, the apostles
and elders would say. As we face
difficult decisions today we also can
be at peace, confident that God’s
Spirit is with us.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend, especially Fr
Pat Purcell, Margaret Marshall,
Margaret Broderick, Fida Rees,

For those who have died recently,
and those whose anniversary occurs
at this time.

of special note
Father will be away for the next two
weeks. All weekday liturgies are

cancelled.

More Information Inside!

Psalm Response
(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you!

O God, be gracious and bless us

and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help. (R.)

Let the nations be glad and exult

for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth. (R.)

Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

May God still give us his blessing

till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words, and my
Father will love them and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

If you love me, keep my commandments, says
the Lord, and | will ask the Father and he will
send you another Paraclete, to abide with you
for ever, alleluia.

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule

St Thomas A Becket, Yarra Junction

Sunday Mass
Sunday—8:30am

Weekday Mass
Wednesday—9:00am

First Friday —11:30am

Reconciliation
Thursday 6:10pm- 6:40pm
Mount Evelyn: Saturday
11:30am-12:30pm

Exposition
Thursday at 6:00pm

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
St Josephs
Principal: Nick Boyhan

Website:
www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au

Parish Office: 58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au



http://www.sjyarrajunction.catholic.edu.au/index.cfm
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/upperyarravalley
mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au

Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s
responsibility. Our Parish is committed
to the care, wellbeing and protection
of children, and vulnerable people in
our community.

Remember children should be

accompanied by an adult to the
toilets.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Michael Fahey
Paul Latham
Enzo Torresan
Nino Troiani

Bulletin notices by 12:00 noon Thursday
mountevelyn@cam.org.au

Parish Meetings:
6:00 p.m. Wednesday 28 May

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH

Your financial support can be made via:

e Cash using the stewardship envelopes—call
the office for information on how to
become a contributor

e Direct Debit BSB 083347 Sacred Heart
Church: 670642723, Presbytery: 649237379

e Use the QR Code on this page

e The website https://www.melbcatholic.org/
s/upperyarravalley and choose where you
are donating: church, presbytery,
maintenance.

Please jOII‘I me

Wednesdays 9am
First Fridays 11:30am

Parish Notices

Fr Michel Away 26 May — 7 June

Our thoughts and prayers are with Fr Michel as he travels to America to attend
his sister’s funeral. Please note there will be no weekday liturgies over the next
two weeks. Fr Michel has organized for Fr Martin to celebrate the 8:30am Mass.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Found this to be moving although it’s not really on Adoration:

I’'ve been teaching high school now for 20 years. The easiest moments in
teaching, the times when the students were the most quiet and well
behaved, were those times when | was teaching on the Eucharist. We
Catholics believe to be ordained a priest is to be given the power to
change ordinary bread and wine into the very substance of Christ’s body
and blood. But it was the second day of teaching that there would be an
eerie silence: when | talked about the sacrifice of the Mass. We receive, in
Holy Communion, the body that Christ gave up for us. Through the Mass
the sacrifice of Calvary is made present throughout history. And these
students, each one of whom had a relatively short attention span would
be as quiet as Rhodes Scholars when hearing this for the first time. (Doug
McManaman)

Adoration, spend time in the presence of the Holy Eucharist: Yarra
Junction, Thursday nights at 6:00pm. Confessions available during
Adoration. Friday mornings 8:00am Mount Evelyn

Stewardship Corner

“...Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27)

Our limited human understanding cannot begin to understand the
immense power of God. Instead of trusting in God, we often think we can
control every outcome. Do you want to make God laugh? Tell Him your
plans. The next time worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, thank God for all He
has given you and trust that He has a better plan for you. Make God your
first choice and not your last resort.

Jubilee Year—Pilgrims of Hope

On Christmas Eve 2024, Pope Francis symbolically opened the Holy Door
at St Peter’s Basilica, marking the start of the 2025 Jubilee Year. Jubilee
years happen every 25 years and are times of reconciliation and renewal.
The theme of this Jubilee is Pilgrims of Hope. If you are unable to travel to
Rome during the Jubilee Year, you are invited on a local journey of
reconciliation and renewal by participating in the 2025 Jubilee at one or
more of the many Pilgrim Places across the Catholic Archdiocese of
Melbourne, where plenary indulgences may be obtained as part of this
very special time. Pilgrim Places across the Archdiocese of Melbourne will
offer extended hours, additional Masses, Reconciliation, and Adoration.
Pilgrims will receive a commemorative postcard, monthly reflections, and
a Pilgrim Passport (available for a small donation) to be stamped at each
location. Local Pilgrim Places will welcome visitors from February 2025 to
6 January 2026. Besides the Cathedral as a Pilgrim Place, Sacred Heart
Church, Croydon is the closest to us. A not too distant pilgrimage location,
which offers various experiences for pilgrims this Jubilee Year, including
Masses, Reconciliation and adoration.


mailto:mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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May Mass Counts

Each year the parish is asked to complete mass counts for
each weekend in May. This annual count taken in May is
important for pastoral planning activities across the
archdiocese and parish and allows for comparisons to be
made across the years.

Marriage Anniversary Mass—June 1 at 11:00am

Couples and their families are invited to join us as we
celebrate the gift of marriage and family, coinciding with
the Jubilee of Families. Couples who register and are
celebrating the following anniversaries—5, 10, 15, 20, 25,
30, 35 or 40 vyears and above—will receive a
commemorative certificate.

Please register for your spot by Sunday 25 May.

For any queries, please contact the Proclaim team on 9926
5761 or at proclaim@cam.org.au.

Pro-life News

Sanctity of Life Sunday is on May 25: https://
sanctityoflifesunday.com.au/ See “Aaron”, 5 minutes long
and “one of the best pro-life short films in recent
memory”: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/wow-a-5-
minute-video-like-no-other

There has been a win in NSW as the worst of the Green’s bill to
expand abortion laws was removed. 7 News report: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGQP6rUp Z8. Hannah Murfy’s 30
-minute report: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VhzhZ8bH2JU. Hanna is an independent journalist. Canberra
Declaration reports that she was pregnant at the time and
tragically lost her baby a couple of days later. But her grief has
only strengthen her pro-life convictions.

Something to bring a smile!

Aliens abduct three people: a politician, an athlete, and a
postal worker. They bring the abductees aboard their
spaceship, put each one in a small empty room,
completely sealed, and give each one of them two small
balls made of solid titanium.

“You have twenty-four hours,” the aliens tell the trio.
“After that, whoever impresses us most using these balls
will be set free.”

The next day the aliens visit the prisoners to see who was
the most impressive. They then meet up with some other
aliens in the spaceship’s food hall.

“So, the first guy, the athlete, was juggling the balls,
throwing and catching them, and didn’t drop a ball once. It
was rather impressive.”

“Was he the winner?” asked one of the aliens.

“No, next we went to see the politician. He was showing
us magic tricks, making the balls vanish and appear in a
different place. We found it very entertaining.”

“So, the politician got to go home then?”

“No, the one who impressed us most was the third guy,
the postal worker. He managed to break one ball and lose

the other one.”
sourced from www.majellan.media

Readings Reflection

Council of Jerusalem

The first Church council, the Council of Jerusalem we hear
about in today’s First Reading, decided the shape of the
Church as we know it.

Some Jewish Christians had wanted Gentile converts to be
circumcised and obey all the complex ritual and purity
laws of the Jews.

The council called this a heresy, again showing us that the
Church in the divine plan is meant to be a worldwide
family of God, no longer a covenant with just one nation.

Today’s Liturgy gives us a profound meditation on the
nature and meaning of the Church. The Church is One, as
we see in the First Reading: “the Apostles [bishops] and
presbyters [priests], in agreement with the whole Church

laity].”

The Church is Holy, taught and guided by the Spirit that
Jesus promises the Apostles in the Gospel.

The Church is Catholic, or universal, making known God’s
ways of salvation to all peoples, ruling all in equity, as we
sing in today’s Psalm.

And the Church, as John sees in the Second Reading, is
Apostolic—founded on the twelve Apostles of the Lamb.

All these marks of the Church are underscored in the story
of the council.

Notice that everybody, including Paul, looks to “Jerusalem
[and] . .
teaching. The Apostles, too, presume that Christian

. the Apostles” to decide the Church’s true

teachers need a “mandate from us.”

And we see the Spirit guiding the Apostles in all truth.
Notice how they describe their ruling: “It is the decision of
the Holy Spirit and of us.”

Knowing these truths about the Church, our hearts should
never be troubled. The Liturgy’s message today is that the
Church is the Lord’s, watched over and guarded by the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit sent by the Father in the name of
the Son.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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The World was Created for the Sake of the Church

Must a person be a member of the church in order to be saved?
“He who believes and is baptised will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:16)
“He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” (Jn 6:54)

All salvation comes through Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church founded by Christ, regardless of whether the saved
person is a member of that Church. Christ has willed to bestow the merits of his redemption through his Church. The
two Scripture references above point to the necessity of the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance, and the Eucharist.
Therefore, as the Body of Christ, the Church is “the way” of salvation. This is why she is also called the “Sacrament of
Salvation.”

The phrase “outside the Church there is no salvation” (“Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus”) was first coined by St. Cyprian,
Bishop of Carthage, in the third century. This traditional teaching was further clarified by Pope Bl. Pius IX (cf.
Allocution of December 9, 1854). While emphasising that all salvation comes from Christ through the Catholic Church,
Pope BI. Pius taught that God does not impute guilt to those who are innocently unaware of the truth of the Catholic
Church. Those who are not aware of the true of the Church through no fault of their own may attain salvation if they
are seeking the truth and try to live according to the truth. People invincibly ignorant of the truth of the Catholic
Church are expected to follow the natural law that is written on the hearts of all people. God binds salvation to
Baptism, but he himself is not bound by his Sacraments.

4 (II

It is important to remember that “all men are bound to seek the truth, especially in what concerns God and his
Church, and to embrace it and hold on to it as they come to know it” (Dignitatis Humanae 1).

The possibility that people who have never heard the Gospel can be saved does not excuse Catholics from fulfilling
their role in the evangelical mission of the Church. Everyone has the right to hear the truth, and Christ instructed his
Apostles to preach to and make disciples of all people. Without the Sacraments and the guidance of the teaching
authority established by Christ, those who do not hear the Gospel are at a decided disadvantage as far as the pursuit
of truth and holiness is concerned. This reality makes it all the more urgent that we lead others, by our word and
example, toward full union with our Lord through the Church. For this reason, the Church has always held her
missionary role as an essential priority.

From the Didache Bible

759 “The eternal Father, in accordance with the utterly gratuitous and mysterious design of his wisdom and goodness,
created the whole universe and chose to raise up men to share in his own divine life,” to which he calls all men in his
Son. “The Father ... determined to call together in a holy Church those who should believe in Christ.” This “family of
God” is gradually formed and takes shape during the stages of human history, in keeping with the Father's plan. In
fact, “already present in figure at the beginning of the world, this Church was prepared in marvellous fashion in the
history of the people of Israel and the old Alliance. Established in this last age of the world and made manifest in the
outpouring of the Spirit, it will be brought to glorious completion at the end of time.”

760 Christians of the first centuries said, “The world was created for the sake of the Church.” God created the world
for the sake of communion with his divine life, a communion brought about by the “convocation” of men in Christ, and
this “convocation” is the Church. The Church is the goal of all things, and God permitted such painful upheavals as the
angels’ fall and man’s sin only as occasions and means for displaying all the power of his arm and the whole measure
of the love he wanted to give the world: Just as God’s will is creation and is called “the world,” so his intention is the
salvation of men, and it is called “the Church." (St Clement of Alexandria)

763 It was the Son’s task to accomplish the Father’s plan of salvation in the fullness of time. Its accomplishment was
the reason for his being sent. “The Lord Jesus inaugurated his Church by preaching the Good News, that is, the coming
of the Reign of God, promised over the ages in the scriptures.” To fulfill the Father’s will, Christ ushered in the
Kingdom of heaven on earth. The Church “is the Reign of Christ already present in mystery.”

767 “When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on earth was accomplished, the Holy Spirit was sent on the
day of Pentecost in order that he might continually sanctify the Church.” Then “the Church was openly displayed to
the crowds and the spread of the Gospel among the nations, through preaching, was begun.” As the “convocation” of
all men for salvation, the Church in her very nature is missionary, sent by Christ to all the nations to make disciples of
them.

768 “Henceforward the Church...receives the mission of proclaiming and establishing among all peoples the Kingdom
of Christ and of God, and she is on earth the seed and the beginning of that kingdom.”
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



