
‘BORN FOR THIS’
The apocalyptic messages of the last 
weeks now arrive at the climax of our 
liturgical year: it is the end! In the first 
reading Daniel regales us with the vision 
of ‘one like the son of man’ coming on 
the clouds of heaven. Our psalm response 
chants, ‘The Lord is ‘King’. 
We are taken to the passion narrative 
of John’s Gospel: ‘Are you the King of 
the Jews?’ It is Pilate who asks. In this 
moment Jesus speaks with the clarity of 
the truth: ‘My kingdom is not from this 
world’. Questioned further, he declares, 
‘You say that I am a king. For this I was 
born, and for this I came into the world, 
to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 
This short passage confirms what we 
already know that Jesus the Christ is 
‘the Word’ who ‘became flesh and lived 
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory 
that is his as the only Son of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.’ (1:14). The ‘I Am’ 
statements in John’s Gospel proclaim 
Jesus as ‘the bread that came down from 
heaven’ (6:41), ‘the bread of life’ (6:48), 
‘the living bread’ (6:51), ‘the light of the 
world’ (8:12), ‘the gate for the sheep’ 
(10:7), ‘the good shepherd’ who lays 
his life down for his sheep (10:11), ‘the 
resurrection and the life’ (11:25), ‘the 
way, the truth and the life’ (14:6), ‘the 
true vine’ (15:1), ‘the vine, and you are 
the branches’ (15:5). This litany reveals 
the One in whom we believe and to whose 
voice we listen. Today we celebrate the 
One who was born for this.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Dr Rosemary Canavan

BEARING WITNESS TO THE TRUTH. Jesus Christ is the faithful witness. His role as 
king is to bear witness to the truth that God is love (1 Jn 4:8, 16). He does this through 
his words but most especially through his death on the cross. By listening to his voice 
and participating in the Eucharistic banquet we are drawn closer to him. Then, as 
sharers in his kingship, we are commissioned to go out and promote the kingdom of 
God in our world.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Apoc 5:12; 1:6

How worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain, to receive power and divinity, and 
wisdom and strength and honour. To him 
belong glory and power for ever and ever.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you have revealed yourself as 
the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You have poured out on your people the 
Spirit of truth: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the Good Shepherd, leading us to 
eternal life: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 
Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to 
restore all things in your beloved Son, the 
King of the universe, grant, we pray, that the 
whole creation, set free from slavery, may 
render your majesty service and ceaselessly 
proclaim your praise. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Dan 7:13-14

A reading from the prophet Daniel
His sovereignty is eternal.

I gazed into the visions of the night.
And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven,
one like a son of man.
He came to the one of great age
and was led into his presence.
On him was conferred sovereignty,
glory and kingship,
and men of all peoples, nations and 

languages became his servants.
His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty
which shall never pass away,
nor will his empire ever be destroyed.
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 92:1-2, 5. R. v. 1

R.  The Lord is king; 
he is robed in majesty.
1.  The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed; / 
the Lord has robed himself with might, / he 
has girded himself with power.  R.

2.  The world you made firm, not to be 
moved; / your throne has stood firm from of 
old. / From all eternity, O Lord, you are.  R.

3.  Truly your decrees are to be trusted. / 
Holiness is fitting to your house, / O Lord, 
until the end of time.  R.

SECOND READING	 Apoc 1:5-8

A reading from the book of Apocalypse
The ruler of the kings of the earth . . . made us 
a line of kings, priests to serve his God.

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the First-
born from the dead, the Ruler of the kings of 

the earth. He loves us and has washed away 
our sins with his blood, and made us a line of 
kings, priests to serve his God and Father; to 
him, then, be glory and power for ever and 
ever. Amen. It is he who is coming on the 
clouds; everyone will see him, even those who 
pierced him, and all the races of the earth will 
mourn over him. This is the truth. Amen. ‘I 
am the Alpha and the Omega’ says the Lord 
God, who is, who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Mk 11:9, 10 

Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed is he who 
inherits the kingdom of David our father; 
blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Jn 18:33-37

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
You say that I am a king.

‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked. 
Jesus replied, ‘Do you ask this of your own 
accord, or have others spoken to you about 
me?’ Pilate answered, ‘Am I a Jew? It is your 
own people and the chief priests who have 

handed you over to me: what have you done?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘Mine is not a kingdom of this 
world; if my kingdom were of this world, my 
men would have fought to prevent my being 
surrendered to the Jews. But my kingdom is 
not of this kind.’ ‘So you are a king then?’ 
said Pilate. ‘It is you who say it’ answered 
Jesus. ‘Yes, I am a king. I was born for this, I 
came into the world for this: to bear witness 
to the truth; and all who are on the side of 
truth listen to my voice.’

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice
by which the human race is reconciled to you,
we humbly pray
that your Son himself may bestow on all 

nations
the gifts of unity and peace.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE OF CHRIST,  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Ps 28:10-11

The Lord sits as King for ever.
The Lord will bless his people with peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Having received the food of immortality, 
we ask, O Lord, that, glorying in obedience 
to the commands of Christ, the King of the 
universe, we may live with him eternally in 
his heavenly Kingdom. Who lives and reigns 
for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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St. John Bosco’s Parish 
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                               Fr David Cartwright 
Phone:                                9337 9994 

Email:                                   niddrie@cam.org.au                      
Website:                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie   
Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:                5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:       10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
  

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection 
at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $996 
Thanksgiving: $1,618 
Loose: $295 
  
The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, 
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the 
Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, 
utilities, insurance, etc. 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick: Carl Pinto; Terry Cartwright 
  
Recently Deceased: We pray for all the recently  
deceased in our parish. 
  
Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Mario Tilocca (1 month); Beryl Peart; Kevin Robinett;  

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Direct credits can also be made: 
  
Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
  
Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 
1st collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
  
An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
at the front of the church; this terminal is for contributions 
to the Church account (our 2nd collection & parish  
expenses) only. 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your  
participation: please visit our website 
or call the parish office.  

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am:  
Thursday 9.30am:   
Friday 9.30am: Those in our memorial book 
Sat 5pm:  
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

 

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint Paul: “We were carrying our own death warrant with us, 
and it has taught us not to rely on ourselves, but only on God 
who raises the dead to life.” 

Our Liturgical Life 
The Penitential Act   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

our humble dependence upon God and upon His mercy. It 
reminds us that as creatures we are dependant upon the 
creator for all things. A penitential act has existed in the 
liturgy since the earliest days of the Church. In The Didache 
from the second century, it states “Assemble on the Lord’s 
Day, and break bread and offer the Eucharist; but first make 
confession of your faults, so that your sacrifice may be a pure 
one.”  

A mother was giving instructions to her three children as she 
sent them into Sunday school, "And, why is it necessary to be 
quiet in church?" Her son quickly responded, "Because people 

are sleeping!"  

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 

 

 

 

 

reverently on every expression used to converse with the  

Father.  

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

 

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?  
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) and we 
will add you to the distribution list. We will commence this in 
a few weeks’ time. 

At the beginning of Mass, we 
acknowledge our need for 
God’s mercy and confess that 
we are all sinners in need of 
redemption. As we begin Mass, 
we acknowledge this, and  

humble ourselves before the 
Lord. This Act acknowledges  

Pray the Lord’s Prayer attentively: 

meditate on the prayer that Jesus 

taught by reflecting on the  

meaning of the words that are 

said. Even in personal prayer, one 

should not rush when reciting the 

words, rather, dwell carefully and  

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic ?  
Would you like to know more about becoming a Catholic, being 
baptised and received into the Church? Please speak to Fr 
David, or contact the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au). 

 

Thanksgiving envelopes can now be collected from the 
Church foyer. 

Advent Timetable 
Tuesdays of Advent (Dec 3, 10, 17): 
- Eucharistic Adoration and Confessions 6.30; Mass 7pm 
Sundays:  
- Confessions 10-10.20am 

Welcome  

Today we welcome Chloe, Zoe, Oskar and their families as they 
receive a Welcome and Blessing in preparation for their  

Baptism in our parish. You might like to accompany them in 
prayer by offering one 'Hail Mary' for each child and their  

family. 

Apostles’ Creed 
For the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we will use the 
Apostles’ Creed at Mass in place of the Nicene Creed.  
The words of the Apostles’ Creed are on the Mass bulletin.  
The Church offers two options for the recitation of the Creed at 
Mass on Sundays and Solemnities: either the Apostles’ or  
Nicene Creeds.  

Baptism 

This weekend we welcome Luna, who is to become a  

member of the Church through Baptism. Let us make her  

welcome and pray for her and her parents and godparents. 

Christmas Seniors Lunch 
The Christmas Seniors Lunch will take place on Wednesday 11 
December at 12pm in the Parish Hall.  
Cost is $15 per head. Sign-up sheets are available. 

  

 

 

Dear friends, 

We come to the end of the Liturgical Year, as we celebrate the 
Solemnity of Christ the King. Whilst some may see the concept 
of kingship as anachronistic in egalitarian Australia, today’s 
feast urges us to look beyond the traditional concepts of    
kingship and governance.  

Today’s Feast can challenge us to ask ourselves about the place 
of Jesus in my life. Does He rule over my life in my actions, my 
speech and thoughts? Does he take first place? If not, how can 
I change this?  

With the beginning of the Advent season next week, you will 
see the Advent timetable in the bulletin. Briefly, we will offer a 
weekday evening Mass on Tuesdays with quiet Adoration and 
confessions, and confessions on Sunday mornings before the 
10.30am Mass. 

Commencing in Advent, and for the duration of the Christmas 
season, we will use the Apostles Creed at Mass in place of the 
Nicene Creed. The words are on the bulletin cover if we need 
some reminding! 

We will have a Second Rite of Reconciliation in the weeks  
leading up to Christmas, and I am in the process of arranging 
this.  

Last Sunday I celebrated the 10am Mass in St Paul’s Co-
cathedral in Saskatoon, Canada, where I was for a wedding of 
some good friends. Despite the temperature (-2C) outside, the 
church was full of young families and children for all three 
Masses of the Sunday. After each Mass there was coffee in the 
basement, with the hall full of people younger than me! 

I said to the congregation that it was a great sign of the vitality 
of the Church and a taste of the Kingdom of God. The pastor of 
the Cathedral is a very good faithful priest who has worked 
hard to welcome families and to offer the truth and beauty of 
the Catholic faith to young people in worship and teaching and 
preaching.  

Whilst the demographics of Saskatoon and Niddrie are very 
different (like the weather!) it was a reminder to me of the 
enduring power of the truth, beauty and goodness of our  
Catholic faith. When our faith is celebrated beautifully, and 
preached and taught truthfully, and lived in goodness, then 
amazing things can happen. As St Paul reminds us, ‘God gives 
the increase’.  

May today’s Feast inspire us to persevere in building the    
Kingdom of God in Niddrie so that Christ may reign as King here 
and in our homes and in our lives.  

May St John Bosco continue to pray for us, as we pray for each 
other.  

Fr David Cartwright 
Parish Priest 

 

Proposed Christmas Masses 
- Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December: 5pm & 9pm 
- Christmas Day - Wednesday 25 December: 9.30am 
If anyone has any thoughts about these proposed times, please 
let me know and we will finalise them next week. Thank you.  
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