Happy those who mourn:

they shall be comforted.

Happy those who hunger and thirst for
what is right:

they shall be satisfied.

Happy the merciful:

they shall have mercy shown them.

Happy the pure in heart:

they shall see God.

Happy the peacemakers:

they shall be called sons of God.

Happy those who are persecuted in the
cause of right:

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and
persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny
against you on my account. Rejoice and be

glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAIH (Nicene Creeed)

beleve in one God the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible believe in
one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God from God Light from Light, true God from

true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father: through

him allthings were made. For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Haly Spirtt was incamate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under Portius
Piate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third
day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
sedted at the right hand of the Father. He wil come again in glory to

judge the iving and the dead and his kingdom willhave no end | believe

in the Haly Sprrt, the Lord, the giver of ife, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. | believe in one, haly,
catholic and apostolc Churchl corfess one Baptism for the for-
giveress of sins and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead and

the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread :
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to :
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his '
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. O Lord, we bring to your altar these
offerings of our service: be pleased to receive
them, we pray, and transform them into
the Sacrament of our redemption. Through
Christ our Loxd.

R. Amen.

- THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

- R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
- R. Itis right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS

- IN ORDINARY TIME

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he

 who comes in the name of the Lord.
. Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Loxd, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

¢ Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
- the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

. P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
. takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
- those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

* that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word

- and my soul shall be healed.

* COMMUNION ANTIPHON df. Ps 30: 17-18

Let your face shine on your servant.

Save me in your merciful love.
O Lord, let me never be put to shame,
- for I call on you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Nourished by these redeeming gifts,

we pray, O Lord, that through this help
to eternal salvation true faith may ever
. increase. Through Christ our Lord.

" R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

i P. The Lord be with you.

¢ R. And with your spirit.

" P May almighty God bless you,

. the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy
{ Spirit.

" R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.

. R. Thanks be to God.

© BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

TRUE BLESSEDNESS

What is discipleship about? This becomes
the focus of Matthew’s Gospel over the
next few Sundays as we turn to Jesus’ first
major moment of teaching, what we know
as the ‘Sermon on the Mount’. Jesus, like
Moses in the Old Testament, gathers
with his disciples on a mountain. They
surround him and listen to his teaching.
He teaches them about blessedness in
eight ‘Beatitudes’. Each Beatitude begins
with ‘Blessed are those...” and then names

those who are blessed by God.

Some translations unhelpfully have
‘Happy are those...” There is a theological
distinction between being ‘blessed’ and
‘happy’. Being happy relies on one’s
self-referential internal disposition. The
focus of ‘blessedness’ is different. It is
God. The Greek (makrios) is about God’s
action to those who are without status
(‘poor in spirit’), know their own humble
status (‘gentle’), seek comfort amidst
life’s sadness (‘mourn’), are passionate
for justice (‘hunger and thirst for what
is right’), show compassion to others
(‘merciful’), are thoughtfully genuine
and authentic (‘pure of heart’), seek to
bring about peace where there is division
(‘peacemakers’) and who suffer for their
conviction to act justly with integrity
(‘persecuted in the cause of right’).

Those named as blessed have an ultimate
openness to God in all life’s experiences.
God will respond to them, will bless
them and will allow the Kingdom (rather
‘Kin-dom’) to be revealed in them. The
Beatitudes are framed with the promise,
‘the kin-dom of God is theirs’. A final
Beatitude is tacked on to the original
eight. It acknowledges the suffering
and persecution now experienced by
Matthew’s community. A lingering
contemplation of any of these Beatitudes
can remind us how much we are blessed

by God now:

Fr MicHAEL TRAINOR
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ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG—160 FOSTER STREET, DANDENONG

OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

TEL: 9791-4611/OFFICE HOURS 9AM-3PM TUESDAY-FRIDAY/EMAIL: dandenong@cam.org.au

FourtH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

BLESSED ARE YOU. The Beatitudes are among the best known verses of the Gospel
of Matthew. They offer an assurance of God's care for those who mourn or suffer

persecution. They contain promises that God will bless the merciful, the pure of heart,

the peacemakers and those who work for justice. Ultimately, all who put their trust in

God and do what is right will rejoice in God’s kingdom.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

. P. Grant us, Lord our God, that we may
Ps 105: 47 honour you with all our mind, and love
. everyone in truth of heart. Through our

¢ Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Save us, O Lord our God! And gather

us from the nations, to give thanks to
your holy name, and make it our glory to
praise you.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us

acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P, You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy. g
»* | They will do no wrong,

will tell no lies;
P You are seated at the right hand of the !

R. Christ, have mercy.

Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /
We praise you, / we bless you, / we
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty

Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
praver; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. /
Amen.

COLLECT

© reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
. Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
- R. Amen.

N LITURGY OF THE WORD

- FIRST READING
- Areading from the prophet Zephaniah
In yowr midst I will leave a Inimble and a lowly
people.

- Seek the Lord

all you, the humble of the earth,
who obey his commands.

Seek integrity, seek humility:

- you may perhaps find shelter

- on the day of the anger of the Lord.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: | I your midst I'will leave

¢ a humble and lowly people,

- and those who are left in Israel will seek

Zeph 2: 3;3: 12-13

refuge in the name of the Loxd.

and the perjured tongue will no longer

- be found in their mouths.
. But they will be able to graze and rest

P May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive with no one to disturb them.

The word of the Lord.

R Thanks be to God.

- RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R. Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom
- of heaven is theirs! (or Alleluia!)

- L. Itis the Lord who keeps faith for ever, /

. who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is
* he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord,
. who sets prisoners free.  R.

Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten -2 Ieis the Lord who gives sight to the
blind, / who raises up those who are bowed

¢ down, / the Lord, who protects the stranger /
- and upholds the widow and orphan.  R.

3. It is the Lord who loves the just / but
thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord

¢ will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to

age. R.

. SECOND READING 1Cor 1: 2631
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to

. the Corinthians

© God has chosen what is weak by hnuman reckoning.

1 Fesruary 2026

. Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when
- you were called: how many of you were
. wise in the ordinary sense of the word, how
- many were influential people, or came from
© noble families? No, it was to shame the wise
~ that God chose what is foolish by human
reckoning, and to shame what is strong that
- he chose what is weak by human reckoning;
- those whom the world thinks common and
- contemptible are the ones that God has
- chosen — those who are nothing at all to show
- up those who are everything. The human race
. has nothing to boast about to God, but you,
. God has made members of Christ Jesus and
. by God’s doing he has become our wisdom,
- and our virtue, and our holiness, and our
- freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to
- boast, let him boast about the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

: i ia!
Ps 145: 7.10 | Alleluia, alleluia!
. Rejoice and be glad:

Mt 5: 12

- your reward will be great in heaven.
Alleluia!

- GOSPEL

- P. The Lord be with you.

- R. And with your spirit.
P. Areading from the holy Gospel according
. to Matthew

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

. Happy are the poor in spirit.

Mt 5:1-12

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill.
There he sat down and was joined by his
. disciples. Then he began to speak. This is
* what he taught them:

‘How happy are the poor in spirit;

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Happy the gentle:

they shall have the earth for their heritage.



ST MARY’S PARISH, DANDENONG

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Sebastian Arockia ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Vincent Nguyen
Parish Website: https://melbcatholic.org/s/dandenong Facebook: St Mary’s Parish Dandenong
Parish Phone: 9791-4611 Email: dandenong@cam.org.au Address: 160 Foster Street, Dandenong

PARISH SECRETARY: Franca Van Boxtel

FINANCE OFFICER: Deslene de Niese

Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00am-3:00pm (Mondays office closed)
PARISH COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGER: Mr. Miguel Matamala
St. Mary’s Community Centre Tel: 7064 3928 or 0402 155 192

St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650, New St, Dandenong. Principal: Terry Gardiner
St. John’s Regional College Phone: 8793 2000 Caroline St, Dandenong. Principal: Timothy Hogan

WEEKEND MASS TIMES

Saturday Morning: 9.15am

Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm

WEEK DAY MASS TIMES
Monday to Friday: 9.15am
Friday (9.45am —12.30pm Exposition
of Blessed Sacrament, concluding with
Benediction at 12.30pm)

ANNOINTING MASS
Last Friday of every month 9.15 am

DAILY ROSARY
After morning Mass Mon-Sat (Fridays
will be before Mass)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday after 9.15am Mass and Spm to
5.45pm before 6pm Mass or upon request

BAPTISM, MARRIAGE OR
HOUSE BLESSING
Please contact the Parish Centre on
9791 4611

COMMUNION AND
ANOINTING OF SICK
Please inform the Parish Office on
9791-4611 if a sick person is seriously ill,
homebound or hospitalised and wants to
receive Holy Communion or the
Sacrament of Anointing.

REGULAR GROUP MEETING
ST MARY’S PARISH

LEGION OF MARY:
Saturday mornings after 9:15am mass in
the Fellowship Room followed by
Rosary

SPANISH PRAYER GROUP :
Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the
church

ST MARY’S FRIENDSHIP CLUB:
3rd Wednesday of month lunch meet at
Dandenong RSL.12pm

BINGO AT ST MARY’S
St. Mary’s Bingo is on Tuesdays at
12noon & Saturdays at 6.30pm in
St Mary’s Community Centre,
New St, Dandenong

OFFICE HOURS
Commencing 9th February the parish office will be closed on Mondays.
Office hours will be Tuesday —Friday 9:00am-3:00pm

PLEASE PRAY FOR

Recently Deceased: Vernon Braganza, Antonio Dell’ Arciprete

Anniversaries: Calvin Stephen D’Vaz, Lennie Molinaro, Doreen McCabe, Carmelo Puglisi, Carmela Barresi

Sick: Kulandhai Therese, Rosa Maria Santos, Long Phan, Ush Henry Bangkal, Leti Luki, Kathleen Nelson, Jim Lynch,
Bernardo, Ray Gilligan, Frank Pezzaro, Janet Augustine, Bridget Phyland, Solofuti, Samantha Vasanthy, Kevin, Maria Pe-
rez, Angela Anthony, Ray Simmons, Frank Camara, Rita Breen, Katrina, Tasileta Lolesio, Jim, Lucia Germano, Imelda
Quatre-bornes, Sandra Wills, Maddie, Herve, Asis Zullah, Nacera Burekovic, Charlie Mastrogiovanni, Carla Lunardi, Rus-
sell D’Costa, Satty Lee, Ping Lo, Keith Reynolds, Robyn, Fr Brendan Lane, Anne Richards, Gervais Tourmentin, Ashleigh
Wills, Anthony Morri, Lyma Payne, Eva Salvacion Satuito, Fr Michael Willemsen, Vreni Bien, Liz Gilligan,

Rosario Giaquinta (The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an authorised person before any name
can be printed )in the Marian. (IF THERE ARE ANY NAMES THAT NEED TO COME OFF THE SICK LIST
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE)

The blessing of candles is done on
the feast of Candlemas on
February 2nd every year,

followers of Jesus celebrate his

Presentation at the Temple and the

Virgin Mary being purified, with
many of the faithful bringing candles
to their churches to be blessed. This
is the day when the Church blesses
candles for use throughout the year.

Gandlemas

FLAME:
CHRIST'S DIVINITY

rl~ WICK: '
CHRIST'S SOUL

WAX:
CHRIST'S BODY

We invite you to bring your candles
to mass to be blessed on this day for
use in your own homes.

Sacramental Preparation Classes for Confirmation 2026.

Sacramental Preparation Classes are open to any child, in Year 6 and above, who attends any school and lives
within our Parish of St Mary's Dandenong

Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, will commence at a Commitment Mass on
Sunday 15 February 2026 at 5:30pm at St Mary’s Church Dandenong.
The program continues on Thursday 19 February 2026 from 4:30pm until 5:30pm, in the Fellowship Room.

To enrol your child into these classes, there will be a Registration Day on Thursday 12 February 2026 from
4:30pm to 5:00pm, in the Church, Fellowship Room.

Please contact the Parish Office on (03) 9791 4611or dandenong@cam.org.au for further details, if you wish for
your child to attend these classes.

ST MARY’S PARISH—FUNERAL NOTICE

ANTONIO DELL’ ARCIPRETE
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: B WEDNESDAY 4/01/2025 at 10:30AM
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il VERNON BRAGANZA
al THURSDAY 5/01/2026

(10:30am Rosary) Followed by Funeral Mass

St John’s Regional College Dandenong School Reunion —
Class of 1975-1980
Did you commence Year 7 at St John’s in 1975? If so, you are warmly invited
to a school reunion being held in February 2026.  This reunion is for former
students who attended:
Year 7—1975 Year8—1976 Year 9—1977
Year 10— 1978 Year 11 - 1979  Year 12 — 1980
The Reunion will be held on Saturday, 21 February 2026 from 6pm on-
wards at a venue in Rowville. To receive full details and stay informed,
please email schoolreunionfeb26@gmail.com with your name, email address,
and mobile number.If you are still in contact with classmates from this era,
please help spread the word. For enquiries, contact
Steve Cavalot on 0449 196 328 or Lina Di Prisa on 0434 079 754
We look forward to reconnecting after all these years.

God and Beer Monday 16th February—How Christians Can Succeed Today

The first Christians confronted a cultural environment vastly more hostile than today's. They had no powerful
backers, very little money and numbered no more than a few hundred. Yet they revolutionised the ancient world
and spread their movement far and wide.

There is a deep, pervasive crisis of meaning and purpose across all Western societies today. Greg Sheridan encour-
ages us to listen to the voices of the early Christians and emulate their commitment, integrity, resilience and
smarts. He shows how early Christians built communities, met persecution with courage and grace, dispensed uni-
versal mercy during plagues, pioneered equality for women, and redefined the nature and purpose of the human
experience, always with Jesus Christ at the centre of their lives.

Greg Sheridan is one of Australia's best-known journalists. This is his ninth book. His most recent books include
the bestselling Christians, God is Good for You, and When We Were Young and Foolish.

This promises to be an evening of good conversation, fellowship, and faith. We hope you’ll join us!

Topic: How Christians Can Succeed Today Speaker: Greg Sheridan

Date: Monday 16th February Time: 6.30pm dinner available for purchase, 7.30pm for the talk

Venue: Notting Hill Hotel, Steakhouse Room, 260-262 Ferntree Gully Rd., Notting Hill

ROSTERS HAVE NOW BEEN COMPLETED PLEASE COLLECT YOUR
COPY FROM TABLE NEAR SACRISTY

Contributions toward altar flowers are welcome. Envelopes are available in the church foyer and may be returned
to the office or placed in the collection basket during Mass.

— forty years of love, commitment, and shared memories.
What a wonderful milestone!

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Thanksgiving: $2218.90 Presbytery $844.75 Loose: $1980.80
Support our Parish If you would like to make direct payments to our bank accounts, the details are:
St Mary’s General Account: (Thanksgiving & Donations) NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 483196852

For contributions to support our priests and the Archdiocese:
Presbytery Account: NAB BSB: 083 347 ACC. No. 460761193

St. Mary’s Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people and vulnerable adult
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