
St. John Bosco’s Parish 
29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                               Fr David Cartwright 
Phone:                                9337 9994 

Email:                                   niddrie@cam.org.au                      
Website:                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie   
Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:                5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:       10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
  

House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the 
presbytery, given to Fr David, or placed in the collection 
at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $1,185 
Thanksgiving: $1,996 
Loose: $402 
  
The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, 
Retired and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the 
Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, 
utilities, insurance, etc. 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick: Carl Pinto; Terry Cartwright 
  
Recently Deceased: We pray for all the recently  
deceased in our parish. 
  
Anniversaries and Remembrances: Giovanni Ortisi;  
Keith Peterson; Kevin Feehan; Lawrence McDowell;  
Charlie Massimino 

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Direct credits can also be made: 
  
Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6568 74974 
  
Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 
1st collection) 
BSB: 083 - 347 
Acct No.: 6616 52479 
  
An option is now available for electronic card contributions 
at the front of the church; this terminal is for contributions 
to the Church account (our 2nd collection & parish  
expenses) only. 

Thank you for your generosity towards 
our parish - spiritually, physically and 
financially. If you are not a current 
contributor, we invite your  
participation: please visit our website 
or call the parish office.  

Mass Intentions this week                                                
Wednesday 9.30am: For safe pregnancy and birth. Rashendra 
and Sarah.  
Thursday 9.30am:   
Friday 9.30am:  
Sat 5pm:  
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

 

Wisdom from the Saints 
 

Saint Agatha: “Lord Jesus Christ, you created me, you have 
watched over me from infancy, kept my body from  
defilement, preserved me from love of the world, made me 
able to withstand torture, and granted me the virtue of  
patience in the midst of torments.” 

Our Liturgical Life 
The Greeting   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus Christ’; ‘The Lord be with you’. Any one of these 
greetings may be used, to which the assembly respond, ‘And 
with your spirit’. The celebrant greets the assembly in sacral 
language, reflecting the sacred nature of the gathering and 
the act of worship that is commencing. A few brief words of 
introduction to the Mass may follow. It may be to announce 
the Mass intention, announce the Feast Day, or some brief 
well-chosen words to focus our prayer, based on the  

scriptures, the season or the occasion. 

"A man's character is like a fence. It cannot be strengthened by 
whitewash."  

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 

 

 

 

 

to translate the Word into everyday life, receiving help and 
consolation. Therefore, especially when standing up at the 
time of the proclamation of the Gospel, we are called to  

recognize the presence of the Lord who, through the minister, 
still speaks to us today in the Eucharistic celebration. 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

 

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?  
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) and we 
will add you to the distribution list. We will commence this in 
a few weeks’ time. 

The Roman Missal offers three 
options for the Greeting: ‘The 
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all’; ‘Grace and 
peace from God our Father and 

Listen carefully to the Word of 

God: maintain a receptive,  

meditative attitude that enlightens 

the heart and mind of every  

Christian because the Word is 

“living”. By listening and through 

personal recollection, it is possible  

 

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic ?  
Would you like to know more about becoming a Catholic, 
being baptised and received into the Church? Please speak to 
Fr David, or contact the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au). 

 

Thanksgiving envelopes can now be collected from the 
Church foyer. 

Church Flowers 
We have a beautiful church and it is nice to have flowers and 
other things to adorn it. Currently we are paying $1348 per 
annum for artificial flowers which are changed regularly by an 
external company. 
We are seeking to reduce our expenses so we will purchase 
some artificial flowers but we would need one or two people 
who might be willing to maintain them each month or so. If 
you would be interested to help, please contact the office. 
Thank you! 

New Bishops for Melbourne 
Last Friday the Holy Father appointed two new Auxiliary  
Bishops for Melbourne. Bishops Elect Thinh Nguyen and Rene 
Ramirez will be ordained in February next year. Bishop Elect 
Nguyen is a priest of Melbourne Archdiocese and Bishop Elect 
Ramirez is a missionary priest from the Philippines. More  
details about the new Bishops can be seen at  
melbournecatholic.org.au 

Welcome  

Today we welcome Luna, Olivia and their families as they  

receive a Welcome and Blessing in preparation for their  

Baptism in our parish. You might like to accompany them in 
prayer by offering one 'Hail Mary' for each child and their  

family. 

Dilext Nos, the new Encyclical of Pope Francis 
 

Here is a brief summary of the new Letter of the Holy Father. 
We will have some excerpts from the actual document in the 
coming weeks. 
 

The new encyclical’s incipit, or opening phrase, is drawn from 
Romans 8:37, in which St. Paul says Christians can overcome 
every adversity “through him who loved us.” 

What’s the genesis of the new encyclical, dedicated to “the 
human and divine love of the Heart of Jesus Christ”? And what 
does it say? 

What’s the background? 

Pope Francis revealed in June, the month traditionally  

dedicated to the Sacred Heart, that he planned to write a  

document on the devotion that swept the Catholic world after 
the French nun Margaret Mary Alacoque reported visions of 
Jesus between Dec. 27, 1673, and June 1675. Alacoque, who 
lived at the Visitation convent in Paray-le-Monial, eastern 
France, said she heard Christ telling her that he wanted her to 
spread his heart’s “burning charity” to the ends of the Earth. 

At a June 5 general audience, the pope noted that the 350th 
anniversary of Alacoque’s first vision fell in December 2023. 

“That occasion marked the beginning of a period of  

celebrations that will end on June 27 next year,” he said. “This is 
why I am pleased to prepare a document that brings together 
the precious reflections of previous Magisterial texts and a long 
history that goes back to the Sacred Scriptures, in order to re-
propose today, to the whole Church, this devotion imbued with 
spiritual beauty.”  
 

The encyclical is divided into five chapters. 

1) The importance of the heart: This chapter reflects on what 
we mean when we speak of “the heart,” with reference to An-
cient Greek civilization and the Bible. The pope argues that in a 
time of social upheaval, “we need to start speaking once more 
about the heart.”  

He writes: “In this age of artificial intelligence, we cannot forget 
that poetry and love are necessary to save our humanity.”  

2) Actions and words of love: In the short second chapter, 
Francis reflects on the “concrete actions” and words of Christ 
that revealed the depth of his love for human beings. 

3) This is the heart that has loved so greatly: The pope then 
considers what devotion to the heart of Christ consists of. It is 
not, he points out, “the veneration of a single organ apart from 
the Person of Jesus.” Instead, “what we contemplate and adore 
is the whole Jesus Christ.”  

He urges Catholics not to get hung up on particular images of 
Christ’s heart, some of which may “strike us as tasteless and not 
particularly conducive to affection or prayer,” but to allow them 
to lead us to an encounter with Jesus.  

To be continued 
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TIMES OF GREAT DISTRESS
The time we live in could be described 
as a time of great distress. News of wars, 
destruction, floods, fires and so much more 
assail us. There are still some who stand 
on street corners with a sign proclaiming, 
‘The End Is Nigh’. Still others raise alarms 
on websites and social media. Our first 
reading today, taken from the last chapter 
of Daniel, presents Michael the Archangel 
warning of the end, of a time of great 
distress. He recounts the resurrection of 
the dead where those sleeping in the dust 
will be separated: some will be awakened 
‘to everlasting life’ and others ‘to shame 
and everlasting contempt’. 

Paralleling this, in the Gospel of today, 
Jesus speaks to his disciples as his Passion 
looms. He speaks in apocalyptic, end-
times, language of ‘a time of distress’ 
when the lights in the sky will fall. These 
events hail the coming of the Son of Man 
who will gather his chosen. This is the 
hope of what will come beyond the trials 
and crucifixion of Jesus, an assurance of 
God’s presence echoed in Jesus’ words, 
‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away’. 

In days of distress we, like the disciples, 
can hear Jesus’ words, the Good News, if 
we remain faithful. The emphasis is not 
on what will pass away but on the saving 
grace of God who has sent his son, Jesus, 
and will raise him for the salvation of all. 
The end is not the end for those awakened 
to everlasting life.
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Dr Rosemary Canavan

MY WORDS WILL NOT PASS AWAY. We live in a world of rapid change. Many of the 
places of our childhood have gone or been altered significantly. Customs, attitudes 
and pastimes are different now. All of this reminds us of the transitory nature of life. 
The heavens and the earth as we know them are passing away. Only the word of God 
stands forever. May we place our trust in the kingdom of God and not in the passing 
kingdoms we create.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Jer 29:11, 12, 14

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace 
and not of affliction. You will call upon 
me, and I will answer you, and I will lead 
back your captives from every place.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you have revealed yourself as 
the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You have poured out on your people the 
Spirit of truth: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the Good Shepherd, leading us to 
eternal life: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 
Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the 
constant gladness of being devoted to you, 
for it is full and lasting happiness to serve 
with constancy the author of all that is good. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Dan 12:1-13

A reading from the prophet Daniel
When that time comes your own people will be 
spared.

‘At that time Michael will stand up, the great 
prince who mounts guard over your people. 
There is going to be a time of great distress, 
unparalleled since nations first came into 
existence. When that time comes, your own 
people will be spared, all those whose names 
are found written in the Book. Of those who 
lie sleeping in the dust of the earth many 
will awake, some to everlasting life, some to 
shame and everlasting disgrace. The learned 
will shine as brightly as the vault of heaven, 
and those who have instructed many in 
virtue, as bright as stars for all eternity.’

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 15:5, 8-11

R.  Keep me safe, O God;  
you are my hope.
1.  O Lord, it is you who are my portion and 
cup; / it is you yourself who are my prize. / I 
keep the Lord ever in my sight: / since he is 
at my right hand, I shall stand firm.  R.
2.  And so my heart rejoices, my soul is 
glad; / even my body shall rest in safety. / For 
you will not leave my soul among the dead, / 
nor let your beloved know decay.  R.
3.  You will show me the path of life, / the 
fullness of joy in your presence, / at your 
right hand happiness for ever.  R.

SECOND READING	 Heb 10:11-14, 18

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
By a single offering he has achieved the eternal 
perfection of those who are sanctified.

All the priests stand at their duties every 
day, offering over and over again the same 
sacrifices which are quite incapable of taking 
sins away. Christ, on the other hand, has 
offered one single sacrifice for sins, and then 
taken his place for ever, at the right hand 
of God, where he is now waiting until his 
enemies are made into a footstool for him. 
By virtue of that one single offering, he has 
achieved the eternal perfection of all whom 
he is sanctifying. When all sins have been 
forgiven, there can be no more sin offerings.

  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Lk 21:36 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful, pray constantly,
that you may be worthy to stand before 
the Son of Man.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Mk 13:24-32

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
He shall gather his elect from the four winds.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after 
the time of distress, the sun will be darkened, 
the moon will lose its brightness, the stars will 
come falling from heaven and the powers in 
the heavens will be shaken. And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory; then too he will 
send the angels to gather his chosen from the 
four winds, from the ends of the world to the 
ends of heaven.

  ‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as soon as 
its twigs grow supple and its leaves come out, 
you know that summer is near. So with you, 
when you see these things happening: know 
that he is near, at the very gates. I tell you 
solemnly, before this generation has passed 
away all these things will have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.

  ‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows 
it, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son; 
no one but the Father.

  The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Grant, O Lord, we pray, that what we offer 
in the sight of your majesty may obtain for 
us the grace of being devoted to you and 
gain us the prize of everlasting happiness. 
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Ps 72:28

To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. We have partaken of the gifts of this 
sacred mystery, humbly imploring, O Lord, 
that what your Son commanded us to do 
in memory of him may bring us growth in 
charity. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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