FEAST DAY - 31 JULY

ST IGNATIUS
CHURCH
326 Church Street,
RICHMOND VIC 3121

Mass Times
12.00 noon
(Monday - Friday)

Saturday
5.00pm (Vigil)

Sunday
9.30am (English)
12.00 noon (Polish)
4.00pm (Vietnamese)

Adoration & Benediction
11.00am Friday

Anointing of the Sick
1%t Friday of the Month

ST JAMES CHURCH
162 Kent Street,
NORTH RICHMOND,
VIC 3121

Mass Times
Sunday: 11.00am

SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Contact Parish office.

Reconciliation
By appointment

Wedding
Contact Parish Office

TRINITY CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL
57-61 Davison Street,
NORTH RICHMOND
VIC 3121
www.tcs.catholic.edu.au

Principal
Nigel Rodrigues
Tel: 03 9428 7180

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A
8 MARCH 2026

RICHMOND CATHOLIC PARISH
OF ST. IGNATIUS & ST. JAMES
Parish Priest: Fr. Trung Hoang Nguyen, SJ

Parish Manager: Ms. Licia Marchese (Mon-Fri)
Administrative Assistant: Miss Julia Cappozzo

Operation hours: Monday — Friday 9.00am — 4.00pm
Phone: (03) 8420 6789 Email: parish@ignatius.org.au

STATIONS OF THE CROSS IN
ST IGNATIUS CHURCH

e Wednesday 11 March — 7.00pm
e Wednesday 18 March - 7.00pm
e Wednesday 25 March — 7.00pm
e Wednesday 1 April - 7.00pm

LENTEN RELFECTION WITH

FR FRANK O’ LOUGHLIN

We regret to inform all parishioners that the Lenten
Reflection with Fr Frank O’Loughlin, which was due to
be held on Wednesday 12 March has been cancelled.

Fr Frank O’Loughlin is experiencing
some medical issues at present, and we
ask that you keep him in your prayers.

ST IGNATIUS CHURCH
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILATION

AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH AND
VIETNAMESE

7.00PM WEDNESDAY 24 MARCH

FEAST DAY- 25 JULY

A JESUIT PARISH
OUR MISSION

We share
responsibility to:
Practise and promote
gospel values,
recognise and respond
to the ever-changing
needs of the
community and foster
a faith that leads to
justice. As a parish
open to change
desiring to be a
community, we strive
to live the gospel
values of: Diversity,
Hospitality and
Inclusivity.

We respectfully
ACKNOWLEDGE
the Wurundjeri people
of the Kulin nation, as
the traditional
caretakers of the land
which is the
Richmond Catholic
Parish.

We acknowledge the
Elders, past &
present.

May we too, be good
stewards of this land.

SAFETY OF
CHILDREN & ALL
VULNERABLE
PEOPLE
Richmond Catholic
Parish holds the care,
safety and wellbeing of
children and all
vulnerable people as a
central and
fundamental
responsibility for our
community.


mailto:parish@ignatius.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/richmond

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

My eyes are always on the Lord,

for he rescues my feet from the snare.
Turn to me and have mercy on me,
for 1 am alone and poor.

Psalm 24:15-16

FIRST READING
A reading from the book of Exodus

Tormented by thirst, the people complained
against Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of
Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that I should die of
thirst, my children too, and my cattle?” Moses
appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this
people?” he said. ‘A little more and they will stone
me!” The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you
some of the elders of Israel and move on to the
forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff
with which you struck the river, and go. | shall be
standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb.
You must strike the rock, and water will flow from
it for the people to drink.” This is what Moses did,
in the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was
named Massah and Meribah because of the
grumbling of the sons of Israel and because they
put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with
us, or not?’

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Exodus 17:3-7

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

(R.) If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

3. O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw

Ps 94:1-2. 6-9

my work.” (R.)

SECOND READING Romans 5:1-2. 5-8
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are
judged righteous and at peace with God, since it is
by faith and through Jesus that we have entered
this state of grace in which we can boast about
looking forward to God’s glory. This hope is not
deceptive, because the love of God has been
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which
has been given us. We were still helpless when at
his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men.
It is not easy to die even for a good man — though
of course for someone really worthy, a man might
be prepared to die — but what proves that God
loves us is that Christ died for us while we were
still sinners.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 4:42. 15

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world,;
give me living water, that | may never thirst
again.

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL (shorter version) John 4:5-15. 19-26. 39-42
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar,
near the land thatJacobgave to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, tired
by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It
was about the sixth  hour.  When
a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus
said to her, ‘Give me a drink.” His disciples had
gone into the town to buy food.
The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? You
are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a
drink?’ — Jews, in fact, do not associate with
Samaritans. Jesus replied:

‘If you only knew what God is offering
and who it is that is saying to you:

Give me a drink,

you would have been the one to ask,

and he would have given you living water.’

“You have no bucket, sir,” she answered ‘and the
well is deep: how could you get this living water?
Are you a greater man than our father Jacob who



gave us this well and drank from it himself with
his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied:

‘Whoever drinks this water

will get thirsty again:

but anyone who drinks the water that | shall
give

will never be thirsty again:

the water that | shall give

will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to
eternal life.’

‘Sir,” said the woman, ‘give me some of that
water, so that | may never get thirsty and never
have to come here again to draw water. | see you
are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this
mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the
place where one ought to worship.” Jesus said:

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming
when you will worship the Father

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
You worship what you do not know;

we worship what we do know;

for salvation comes from the Jews.

But the hour will come — in fact it is here
already -

when true worshippers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth:

that is the kind of worshipper

the Father wants.

God is spirit,

and those who worship

must worship in spirit and truth.’

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah —
that is, Christ — is coming; and when he comes he
will tell us everything.” ‘I who am speaking to
you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in
him on the strength of the woman’s testimony, so,
when the Samaritans came up to him, they
begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two
days, and when he spoke to them many more
came to believe; and they said to the woman,
‘Now we no longer believe because of what you
told us; we have heard him ourselves and we
know that he really is the saviour of the world.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from there he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy Catholic Church,

The communion of saints.

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And life everlasting. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON John 4:13-14

For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord,
the water | shall give will become in him
a spring welling up to eternal life.

PLEASE PRAY FOR ...

THE SICK IN OUR PARISH

God of gentleness and love,

We entrust to your care all those in need

of any form of healing, and ask you to
guide and sustain all who offer them
healing and hope.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kate Franklyn
Sophie Hogan

Bill Lannen
George Buschmann

RECENTLY DECEASED

+ Sr Shirley Kimball fcJ. Former principal of St
Ignatius School (02/03)

If you have anyone to add to our prayer list, please notify
the parish office by Thursday 10.00am by ringing 8420
6789 or email: parish@ignatius.org.au.

e

COLLECTION WEEK - 28 February & 1 March
ST. IGNATIUS CHURCH & St JAMES CHURCH
Thanksgiving Envelopes — $2481.95

Loose Collection — $326.00
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MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST
ST IGNATIUS CHURCH

5.00PM 9.30AM
DATE VIGIL MASS DATE SUNDAY MASS
07/03 Martin O’Brian 08/03 Kaye Hogan
14/03 Giovanna Scollo 15/03 Raquel Gonzales
21/03 Haydn Walters 22/03 Kaye Hogan

MINISTERS OF THE WORD
ST IGNATIUS CHURCH
5.00PM VIGIL 9.30AM SUNDAY

DATE MASS DATE MASS
07/03 Volunteer 08/03 Aaron McDonnell
14/03 Marlon D’Souza 15/03 Mary Ebolo

21/03 Ancita D’Cunha 22/03 Deborah Browne

MINISTERS OF THE WORD
ST JAMES CHURCH
11.00AM MASS

DATE
08/03 Herb Zimmer
15/03 Barbara Shea
22/03 Margaret Gibson

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

MONORANJON’S STORY
BANGLADESH
Monoranjon, a 47-year -old
farmer from Bangladesh’s
vulnerable southwest delta,
faces the harsh impacts of
climate change including extreme heat, cyclones,

water scarcity, and rising salinity.

These challenges have threatened his crops, income
and his children’s future. But through Caritas
Bangladesh’s Community Managed Sustainable
Livelihoods and Resilience Progammme,
Monoranjon learned climate-resilient farming,
aquaculture, and disaster planning.

He now grows salt-tolerant vegetables, raises
livestock, and shares knowledge with his community.
With support, he can send his children to school and
protect their future from poverty.

But millions, like Monoranjon still urgently need help
to adapt, survive, and build resilience in the fact of a
changing climate. With your support, Monoranjon
and his community are being taught new skills:

e diversify his income through local beekeeping
e catch prawns and sell for income
e Uuse organic pesticides to protect his crops

“Getting this training from Caritas, | am very happy.
With the help of them | have learned a lot. |
understand how to keep our livestock well, and how
we live in our area.”

@G Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project

BRIGIDINE ASYLUM SEEKERS
PROJECT (BASP)

Once again, the Richmond Catholic Parish
Faith Community has shown their generosity
by supporting the work of BASP. Donations
of food and other essential items overflowed
from the boxes in St Ignatius Church and St
James.

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA

All people thirst for meaning, but of what does that
meaning consist? The people in the desert thirsted for
water, but they misunderstood their thirst. The woman
of Samaria thirsted. Her conversation with Jesus
showed that she thirsted for understanding and insight
as well as water. For what do we thirst in this world
of such great excess and unmeasured need? Life has
not become simpler with all of our advances. We still
thirst for more — for the newest, the fastest and the
best. How much is enough, and when do we cross the
line into ‘too much’?

The gospel readings for the scrutiny Sundays very
clearly lay out the choices that are placed before the
catechumens and the rest of the believing community
as well. This Sunday it is between water that quenches
thirst and water that does not. Jesus identifies himself
as the source of water that guarantees eternal life. He
places before the Samaritan woman a choice that
requires a step of profound faith. She knows the thirst-
quenching quality of the water from Jacob’s well, but
she is not acquainted with the water promised by this
stranger who is also an enemy of her people. The
choice is not an obvious one. A similar choice is
placed before us. We know the demands of our culture
and the circumstances of our lives. Are we able to
acknowledge the sins of which we are guilty,
recognise the grace that is being offered to us, and
make the right choice?



