
St. John Bosco’s Parish 

29 Muriel Street, Niddrie 3042 

 Parish Priest:                                 Fr David Cartwright 

Phone:                                  9337 9994 

Email:                                                       niddrie@cam.org.au                       

Website:                                https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie    

Parish Secretary:      Charles Meneze                     
Office Hours:                                   10am – 4pm                                      
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Mass Times 
Wednesday – Friday:     9:30am 
Saturday:               5:00pm Vigil 
Sunday:                       10:30am 

 Prayer and Devotions 
The Rosary is recited before weekday Mass 
Benediction after 9.30am Mass First Fridays 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:30pm 
First Fridays  9 – 9:20am 
Or any time by arrangement or request, please call Fr David 
 

Baptisms 
11:45am (after Mass) First Sunday of the month 
Please contact the Parish Office 
 

 House Blessings 
Please contact the Parish Office. 

St. John Bosco’s School 
6 Teague Street, Niddrie 3042 

Principal:             Peter Monaghan 
Phone:                 9337 2314 
Email:                  principal@sjbniddrie.catholic.edu.au 

Mass Offerings 
Envelopes for Mass Offerings are available in the  
narthex of the church. These can be handed in to the presbytery, 
given to Fr David, or placed in the collection at Mass. 

Stewardship 
Presbytery: $654 
Thanksgiving: $1,582 
Loose: $353 
 

The 1st Collection is for the support of the Parish Priest, Retired 
and sick priests, priests in needy parishes and the Archbishop. 
The 2nd Collection is for parish expenses such as wages, utilities, 
insurance, etc. 

The Parish of St John Bosco’s and the Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. Protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of everyone. 

Thank you for your generosity towards our 
parish - spiritually, physically and financially. 
If you are not a current contributor, we 
invite your participation: please visit our 
website or contact the parish office.  

Wisdom from the Saints 
Saint Bernard: “In the measure that grace’s kingdom is extended, sin’s 
power is weakened.” 

Our Liturgical Life   

The Profession of Faith    

 

 

 

 

 

us in union with Catholics across the world and reminds us of 
what we hold to be true. The Roman Missal offers us two 
options, the Nicene Creed or the Apostles Creed. It is fitting 
that we use both to remind ourselves of them, and to keep 
them both in our memory. They are concise summaries of 
our faith.  

"The beginning of anxiety is the end of faith, and the beginning 
of true faith is the end of anxiety" (G. Mueller). 

Our Spiritual Life  

                                          

  

 

 
 

states be accompanied by the firm support of communities of  

believers and the entire civil community in all its components. For the 
desire of young people to give birth to new sons and daughters as a 
sign of the fruitfulness of their love ensures a future for every society. 
This is a matter of hope: it is born of hope and it generates hope.”  

 

Don’t Forget to ‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
St John Bosco’s Catholic Church Niddrie 

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin by email?  
Please email the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au) your full name and 
we will add you to our subscription list.  
You can also subscribe via this QR code: 

The entire assembly stands and  

proudly as one voice professes the 
faith that they believe. This is a  

statement or a summary of what we 
believe. Professing this regularly joins  

“Openness to life and responsible parenthood is the 

design that the Creator has implanted in the hearts 

and bodies of men and women, a mission that the 

Lord has entrusted to spouses and to their love. It is 

urgent that responsible legislation on the part of  

Are you interested in becoming a Catholic ?  
Would you like to know more about becoming a Catholic, being bap-
tised and received into the Church? Please speak to Fr David, or con-
tact the parish office (Niddrie@cam.org.au). 

Thanksgiving envelopes can be collected from the Church foyer. 
Please collect yours as soon as possible. They’re in alphabetical order 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension this week, and Pentecost 
next week, we draw to the end of the Easter season. The forty days of 
Lenten penance gave way to fifty days of rejoicing in the light of the Easter 
candle. The liturgical season changes, as the weather seasons also change. 
Reminders to us that change, external and internal, are part of life.    
Cardinal Newman (St John Henry Newman) reminds us: 

 

“To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed 

often.” 
 

Each day we change, in ways that are not perceptible to us: physically, 
mentally and spiritually. Sometimes the change comes to us in ways that 
are unexpected or that are challenging. To accept that change is necessary 
in our life is not always an easy thing. 
 

The disciples looked on as they saw the Lord ascend to heaven. They knew 
that life would be different now. But what do they do? They don’t go back 
to their old ways; they don’t lament this change- St Luke tells us that ‘they 
went back to Jerusalem full of joy’. They accepted that life was now   
different and were happy to go on. Their mission was now different; their 
lives were now different.  
 

In smaller ways this is the invitation for us today, and each day – to accept 
and embrace the reality of change. What are the things that I need to 
change in my life, or that I am resistant to change? The status quo is the 
safe and easy way; the path to change is often the harder way. But recall 
Newman’s advice: perfection comes only with frequent change.  
 

Last Wednesday evening our combined Finance Committee met at St 
Martin’s. I am always very grateful for the support and advice that I receive 
and the helpful discussions that we have. We are still looking for ways to 
cut our parish expenses and will continue to do this.  
 

As you are aware, during the month of May, all parishes conduct the 
Annual Mass Count for the Archdiocese. During this month, our average 
attendances were about 200 people for the weekend Masses. We average 
about 80-90 people each Saturday night, and about 120 each Sunday 
morning. I am sure that we would all like to see more people attending 
Mass and helping our parish. The responsibility of helping our parish to 
grow rests with each one of us. We are all baptised, and we all have gifts 
and charisms to use. Most of you will come into contact with many more 
people than I do each week. Perhaps we can ask ourselves what I can do to 
bring them to the Lord Jesus? Is it a word, a prayer, an invitation or     
example?  
 

Last Thursday we celebrated the Feast of Pope St Paul VI, one of my  
favourite popes. In one of his Letters, he reminds us that the ‘Church exists 
to evangelise’. We are not here just for ourselves, but also for those who 
are yet to know and love Christ. Pope Paul also wrote that ‘we may be the 
only Gospel that people ever hear’. Our lives can be living Gospels and 
witnesses to invite others to join us.  

Let us ask Pope St Paul VI to embolden us with missionary zeal, as St John 
Bosco had! 

Fr David Cartwright 

Parish Priest 
Mass Intentions this week                                                

Wednesday 9.30am:  
Thursday 9.30am: vocations 
Friday 9.30am: the sick of our parish 
Sat 5pm:  
Sunday: Pro popolo (for the people of the parish) 

DAILY MASS READINGS & VOTIVE MASS RESPONSES 
All daily Mass readings & responses to votive Masses can  
now be accessed via this QR code. 

Bible Study Group 

The St John Bosco’s Bible Study Group has monthly meetings in the 
church. All that wish to be enlightened by the scripture that repre-
sents the word of God are welcome.  

The next meeting will be on Saturday 28 June at 2.30 pm. 

     Stewardship Corner 
 
 
 
  
 
Direct credits can also be made: 
 

Parish Account (for the parish expenses, our 2nd collection) 

 - BSB: 083 - 347                                                                                                     

 - Acct No.: 6568 74974 

Presbytery Account (for clergy & presbytery support, our 1st      
collection) 

 - BSB: 083 - 347                                                                                                       

 - Acct No.: 6616 52479 

An option is now available for electronic card contributions to the 
Parish & Presbytery accounts. These terminals are available for use 
in the Church foyer before & after weekend Mass & electronic 
receipts are available via QR code.  

You can also donate to our Presbytery & Parish accounts using this 
QR code: 

With St John Bosco we pray for... 

Sick:  
Carl Pinto; Gerald Lopes; Bernie Angel 
 
Recently Deceased:  
Leo Withoos 
 
Anniversaries and Remembrances:  
Kim Borg; Thomas McCann; Teresa Abfalter; Bishop Leo 
Clarke; John Lee; Sr Barbara Burke 
 

In the coming weeks we will be doing some carpentry works in the  
Presbytery. If there is a carpenter available to assist please contact the 
office. 

Year of Jubilee 
In the coming weeks we will have details of some parish Jubilee 
celebrations. 

Bequests to the Parish 
From time to time, parishes receive a bequest from a Will of a generous 
parishioner who wishes to remember the parish & help for the future. 
Perhaps this is something you may consider for St John Bosco’s Parish in 
the future. 

Baptisms 

This weekend we welcome Frederick, Yannick, Frida & Gabriel, who are 
to become members of the Church through Baptism. Let us make them 
welcome and pray for them and their parents and Godparents. 

First Friday 

This coming Friday, 6 June, is the First Friday of the month. There will be 

Confessions available from 9am - 9.20am and Benediction after 9.30am 

Mass.  

Catholic Mission - Propagation of the Faith Appeal 

Next weekend will be the annual appeal for Catholic Mission. Envelopes 
will be available in the seats and these can be placed in either collection 
at Mass next weekend, or completed with your banking details and sent 
direct to Catholic Mission. More information can be seen 
at www.catholicmission.org.au 

Thank you for your generosity 

With Praise and Thanksgiving to God 

You are warmly invited to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Ordination of  

Rev Father David Cartwright 

To be celebrated with Mass at St John Bosco Church 

29 Muriel Street Niddrie Victoria 

On Sunday 20 July 2025 at 2pm 

Followed by afternoon tea in the parish hall. 

To assist with catering, please RSVP to niddrie@cam.org.au 

Priests are invited to concelebrate (white vestments) or Choir Dress 

mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au
https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/niddrie
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicmission.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CNiddrie%40cam.org.au%7C0b1c0e59ae5b479e20cd08dd9d88716f%7C48ee20c7c8ea423c8b28f19801e34193%7C0%7C0%7C638839931531136761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFb
mailto:niddrie@cam.org.au


AN ETERNAL BLESSING
During Easter our focus has been on 
John’s Gospel. Today we come to the final 
chapter of Luke and its last scene. Jesus 
has gathered with his disciples on the day 
of Easter, dispelled their fears, encouraged 
them on mission to be his witnesses—
thus setting up Luke’s second volume, the 
Acts of the Apostles and Pentecost with its 
gift of the Spirit—and now brings them to 
Jerusalem’s outskirts, to Bethany. 
Here, as the Gospel comes to its 
conclusion, Jesus blesses his disciples 
(thus completing the priestly blessing 
which Zechariah was unable to do in 
the Gospel’s beginning) and ‘withdraws’ 
from them as he is carried up to heaven. 
The passive voice of the verb ‘carried 
up’ indicates that this is God’s act and 
brings Jesus into the heavenly realm of 
God’s presence. The visual imagery which 
Luke uses here is not intended as a literal 
description of a divine elevator that brings 
Jesus into the heavenly realm. Rather, it is 
a theology which reminds Luke’s audience 
that Jesus is ultimately and eternally with 
God and continues, in a priestly gesture, 
to bless his disciples. 
It also identifies that definitive moment 
when Jesus’ earthly presence ceases, but 
not his divine presence. This presence 
continues and inspires the disciples’ 
future mission which will unfold in Acts. 
His blessing continues among us today as 
we, too, await the coming of his Spirit at 
our Pentecost, celebrated next Sunday.

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL	
Unauthorised reproduction of this bulletin prohibited.  Published  
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings taken from The Jerusalem Bible, © 1966 
Hodder & Stoughton Ltd. All rights reserved. Psalm text from The 
Psalms, A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy 
Corporation. All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. 
Layout, commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2025.   
No 717. Website: www.stpauls.com

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

Fr Michael Trainor

THE LORD WILL RETURN. The Ascension of Jesus, whereby he is glorified at the 
Father’s right hand and made ‘ruler of everything’, does not signal his departure from 
our midst. It points rather to a new mode of presence that will endure ‘until the end 
of the world’. In the meantime, it is our vocation, as his Church, to reveal him.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON	 Acts 1:11
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at 
the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw 
ascending into heaven will return as you 
saw him go, alleluia.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the 
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. Your are the first born of all creation: 
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the head of the body, the Church: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / We 
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore 
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks 
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly 
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins 
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, / 
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the 
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you 
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / 
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God 
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, 
and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, 
for the Ascension of Christ your Son is our 
exaltation, and, where the Head has gone 
before in glory, the Body is called to follow 
in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING	 Acts 1:1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? 
Jesus has been taken into heaven.
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with 
everything Jesus had done and taught from 
the beginning until the day he gave his 
instructions to the apostles he had chosen 
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to 
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them 
after his Passion by many demonstrations: 
for forty days he had continued to appear 
to them and tell them about the kingdom of 
God. When he had been at table with them, 
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait there for what the Father had 
promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what you have 
heard me speak about: John baptised with 
water but you, not many days from now, will 
be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
  Now having met together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to 
restore the kingdom of Israel?’ He replied, ‘It 
is not for you to know times or dates that 
the Father has decided by his own authority, 
but you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be 
my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but 
throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed 
to the ends of the earth.’
  As he said this he was lifted up while 
they looked on, and a cloud took him from 
their sight. They were still staring into the 
sky when suddenly two men in white were 
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are 
you men from Galilee standing here looking 
into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will 
come back in the same way as you have seen 
him go there.’
  The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM	 Ps 46:2-3, 6-9. R. v. 6
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.  
(or Alleluia!)
1. All peoples, clap your hands, / cry to God 
with shouts of joy! / For the Lord, the Most 
High, we must fear, / great king over all the 
earth.  R.

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord 
goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for 
God, sing praise, / sing praise to our king, 
sing praise.  R.
3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise 
with all your skill. / God is king over the 
nations; / God reigns on his holy throne.  R.

SECOND READING 	 Eph 1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians 
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in 
heaven.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom 
and perception of what is revealed, to bring 
you to full knowledge of him. May he 
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you 
can see what hope his call holds for you, what 
rich glories he has promised the saints will 
inherit and how infinitely great is the power 
that he has exercised for us believers. This 
you can tell from the strength of his power at 
work in Christ, when he used it to raise him 
from the dead and to make him sit at his right 
hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, 
Authority, Power, or Domination, or any 
other name that can be named, not only in 
this age, but also in the age to come. He has 
put all things under his feet, and made him 
as the ruler of everything, the head of the 
Church; which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills the whole creation.

  The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Mt 28:19, 20 

Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people 
my gospel. I am with you always, until 
the end of the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL	 Lk 24:46-53

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. A reading from the holy Gospel according  
to Luke.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is 
written that the Christ would suffer and on 
the third day rise from the dead, and that, 
in his name, repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins would be preached to all the nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
to this.
  ‘And now I am sending down to you what 
the Father has promised. Stay in the city then, 
until you are clothed with the power from on 
high.’ Then he took them out as far as the 
outskirts of Bethany, and lifting up his hands 
he blessed them. Now as he blessed them, he 
withdrew from them and was carried up to 
heaven. They worshipped him and then went 
back to Jerusalem full of joy; and they were 
continually in the Temple praising God.

  The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; / from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. / I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic 
Church, / the communion of saints, / the 
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of 
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. We offer sacrifice now in supplication, 

O Lord,
to honour the wondrous Ascension of your 

Son:
grant, we pray, that through this most
holy exchange we, too, may rise up to the 

heavenly realms.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OR II OF THE ASCENSION  
OF THE LORD
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON	 Mt 28:20
Behold, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Almighty ever-living God, who allow those 

on earth to celebrate divine mysteries, grant, 
we pray, that Christian hope may draw us 
onward to where our nature is united with 
you.  
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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