Saint Mary’s Catholic Church

Mount Evelyn

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (vear B)

28 January 2024

Readings

Next Week
Job 7:1-4, 6-7
Ps 146:1-6
1 Cor 8:16-19, 22-23
Mk 1:29-29

in a nutshell

A teaching with authority behind it.
Power and authority usually go
together and are often confused. If
Jesus exercised authority it was not
in the oppressive fashion of many
earthly rulers but in the service of
the poor. His power was directed
towards liberating people from
unjust laws, evil spirits, debilitating
illnesses and the slavery of sin. It is
this power that is at work in us.

we pray for

all who are sick or suffering and
those parishioners unable to be
among us this weekend: Harry &
Dorothy Heering .

For those who have died recently,
and all those whose anniversary
occurs at this time

of special note
Order of Malta Lourdes Day Mass
on Saturday 10 February at the
Cathedral.

More information inside!

Raise Your Voices

Entrance Antiphon

Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the
nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and

make it our glory to praise you.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) If today, you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.

Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)

Come in, let us kneel and bend low;

let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we

the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my
work.” (R.)

Gospel acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

A people in darkness have seen a great light:
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.

Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon

Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in
your merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put

to shame, for I call on you.

The Parish of St Mary’s

Parish Priest
REV. MICHEL G CORRIVEAU

Parish Secretary
Janine Meades

Parish Office Hours
Thursday
9:00am-4:00pm

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Mass
Saturday—6:30pm (EST)

5:00pm (EDST)
Sunday—10:30am & 5:00pm

Weekday Mass & Rosary
Tuesday—9:00am
Thursday—9:00am

Friday—9:00am
Rosary prayed before morning Mass

Reconciliation
Saturday—11:30am-12:30pm
Friday—8:10am-8:40am

Exposition
Friday at 8:00am

Weddings

Please contact the office

Baptisms

Please see Father after Mass

Parish Primary School
Principal: Angela Glennie

Website:
smmountevelyn.catholic.edu.au

58 Clegg Rd, Mount Evelyn VIC 3796
Tel: (03) 9736 2850

Website: melbcatholic.org/s/mountevelyn

Email: mountevelyn@cam.org.au
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Child Safety

Child Safety is everyone’s responsibility. Our
Parish is committed to the care, wellbeing
and protection of children, and vulnerable
people in our community.

Remember children should be accompanied
by an adult family member to the toilet.

Safeguarding Committee
Fr Michel
Janine Meades
Alan Somers
Sue Van der Linden
Karla Zmegac

Car Parking ~-WEEKDAY Masses

Please use available car parks for Mass
rather than the front of the church. Please
Leave the front for the truly disabled.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
Ring the St Vinnies Call Centre 1800 305 330
Monday - Friday 10am to 3pm, St Mary’s
Conference 0427 874 374 or Alan Somers
0419 134 300

Bulletin notices: by 12:00 noon Thursday
please: mountevelyn@cam.org.au

For positions vacant within the Diocese
visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/job-vacancies

Regular Gardening/Working Bee—1* & 3" Friday
Thank you to the volunteers who turn up to assist
with the maintenance of the grounds around the
church. 4pm onwards

Parish Meetings: Tuesday, 13 February
Finance Committee 7:00pm
Parish Safeguarding 7:30pm
Parish Council 8:00pm

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH

Parish Notices

The Giving Tree helped 109 families!

The St Vincent de Paul Society Mount Evelyn branch would like to thank all who
donated to the Giving Tree at Christmas time. Your support allowed us to assist
109 families across the parish with hampers.

Congratulations Alan Somers

On the 9th of December, Alan was a recipient at the Casey Volunteer and
Community Awards Ceremony for his service to the community, in particular
for his work with the Yarra Ranges National Seniors Group.

On January 26 Alan will be presented with the Mayors Lifetime Achievement
Award at the Yarra Ranges Community Awards Ceremony for his many hours of
volunteer work with a number of groups including the St Vincent de Paul
Society.

Adoration of the Eucharist

Adoration: | have a burning thirst to be honoured by men in the Blessed
Sacrament, and | find hardly anyone who strives, according to my desire, to
allay this thirst by making Me some return of love. (Words of Jesus to St.
Margaret Mary Alacoque)

Confession: Good reasons to go to confession include having a conversation
with God, asking and receiving penance for your sins, and continuing to live in
His light and grace. Confession is important because it allows you to progress in
your faith and grow as a person in and out of the church. (Catholic World
Mission)

Adoration: Friday morning 8:00am. Yarra Junction Thursday 6:00pm (first
Thursday Warburton). Confessions available during Adoration.

Stewardship Corner

“Brothers and sisters: | should like you to be free of anxieties.”- 1 Corinthians
7:32

How much anxiety do we bring upon ourselves by constantly worrying about
not having enough or attaining more things? God won’t necessarily give you
everything you want, but He will provide everything you need. Try this — use
the word “pray” instead of the word “worry” in the future. Then spend your
time praying instead of worrying.

Parish Sacramental Program 2024 Enrolments

For Children, not attending the Parish School, wanting to receive the
Sacraments, Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation, instructions
through Parish. the parish
or annevan.tilburg@gmail.com Contact Anne.

are available our Contact office

2024 Lent Challenge - Free Access

Start your journey. This Lent, join Scott Hahn and John Bergsma as they lead us out
of exile and on the journey home. Begins Ash Wednesday, February 14™ visit:
https://stpaulcenter.com/exodus/ to enter your email address and you'll be
notified when sign-up begins.

PIETA Lenten Reflection

PIETA is an exquisite 80-page (full-color book) containing short daily reflections
(from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday). For individual orders: https://
www.dow.org.au/shop/ Selling fast so act quickly!
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St Mary’s Prayer Group—Every Friday

The Prayer Group meets every Friday in the church from 2-3
p.m. “Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to God or the
requesting of good things from God” (St. John Damascene).

Order of Malta Lourdes Day Mass

For some years now, the Order of Malta has organised an annual
Lourdes Day Mass to provide an opportunity to pray for the sick
and infirm particularly for those who would not otherwise have
the possibility of visiting Lourdes. The Mass will take place again
on Saturday, 10th February at 10.30am at St Patrick’s Cathedral,
with Archbishop Peter A Comensoli as the principal celebrant.
For further information, please contact: Sauro Antonelli AM on
0411 250 288.

Morning Tea after 10.30am Sunday Mass

Stay and chat over a cuppa! Consider joining the roster to assist
in serving. If you are unable to serve but would like to
contribute, donations of packaged biscuits would be appreciated.
Contact Rachael 0437123802

NOTE: Morning tea after Tuesday 9:00am Mass in resumes 6
February .

Need to dispose of a vehicle?

Disposal of a car from a deceased estate, or when a family
member has had to relinquish their licence or go into residential
care, can be a challenging process. Getting a roadworthy, taking
photos to advertise on the internet, cleaning and polishing,
taking calls (if they come), even finding a garage until a
prospective buyer turns up (if indeed they do!).

If you need to dispose of a vehicle from a deceased estate or
which is no longer required, could you consider gifting it to the
“Lifeboat Foundation”, a registered charity with tax deductible
status, which for ten years has been providing pastoral and
practical support to nearly 150 victims / survivors across
Australia of church-related sexual abuse.

Many of these suffer Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), have
limited or no employment, and a donated vehicle could vastly
improve their quality of life and / or or generate funds to assist
personal, medical and accommodation needs.

If you would like to explore the possibility of gifting a potentially
suitable vehicle to “Lifeboat”, contact Fr. Kevin Dillon
(frkdillon@outlook.com.au or 0421 777 360) or Adam Kaali (0411
486 605 or adam-kaali@hotmail.com).

Something to Bring a Smile!

What is a New Year's resolution?

Something that goes in one year and out the other.

%k %k k%

Youth is when you're allowed to stay up for New Year's. Middle

age is when you're forced to.
%k kK k

What's the easiest way to keep your New Year's resolution to
read more?
Watch TV with subtitles.

Readings Reflection

The King’s Authority

Last week, Jesus announced the kingdom of God is at
hand. This week, in mighty words and deeds, He
exercises His dominion—asserting royal authority over
the ruler of this world, Satan (see John 12:31).

Notice that today’s events take place on the sabbath.
The sabbath was to be an everlasting sighn—both of
God’s covenant love for His creation (see Exodus 20:8—
11; 31:12-17), and His deliverance of His covenant
people, Israel, from slavery (see Deuteronomy 6:12—15).

On this sabbath, Jesus signals a new creation—that the
Holy One has come to purify His people and deliver the
world from evil.

“With an unclean spirit” is biblical language for a man
possessed by a demon, Satan being the prince of
demons (see Mark 3:22).

The demons’ question: “What have you to do with us?”
is often used in Old Testament scenes of combat and
judgment (see Judges 11:12; 1 Kings 17:18).

And as God by His Word “rebuked” the forces of chaos
in creating the world (see Psalms 104:7; Job 26:10-12),
and again rebuked the Red Sea so the Israelites could
make their exodus (see Psalm 106:9), Mark uses the
same word to describe Jesus rebuking the demons
(see Mark 4:39; Zechariah 3:2).

Jesus is the prophet foretold by Moses in today’s First
Reading (see Acts 3:22). Though He has authority over
heaven and earth (see Daniel 7:14, 27; Revelation
12:10), He becomes one of our own kinsmen.

He comes to rebuke the forces of evil and chaos—not
only in the world, but in our lives. He wants to make us
holy in body and spirit, as Paul says in today’s Epistle
(see Exodus 31:12).

In this liturgy, we hear His voice and “see” His works, as
we sing in today’s Psalm. And as Moses tells us today,
we should listen to Him.

Dr. Scott Hahn
stpaulcenter.com
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The Power of the Word of God

How do Catholics regard the Bible?

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and
spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. (Heb 4:12)

Till I come, attend to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching, to teaching. (1 Tim 4:13)

Catholics hold the Bible to be the inerrant Word of God. “The Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures just
as she venerates the body of the Lord.” (Dei Verbum 21) The teaching authority of the Church interprets Sacred
Scripture and Sacred Tradition to communicate the sacred truths to all generations; this is how Christ “open[s our]
minds to understand the Scriptures” (Lk 24:45).

This teaching office is not above the word of God, but serves it, teaching only what has been handed on, listening to it
devoutly, guarding it scrupulously and explaining it faithfully in accord with a divine commission and with the help of
the Holy Spirit, it draws from this one deposit of faith everything which it presents for belief as divinely revealed. (DV
10)

Sacred Scripture tells the story of how God’s plan of salvation has unfolded throughout history. “In the sacred books,
the Father who is in heaven meets his children with great love and speaks with them” (DV 21). Salvation history,
however, is different from other kinds of history. The Bible not only teaches the meaning of past events but also
reveals how those events affect every person’s life in every age.

The Bible is inspired and inerrant. God himself guided the Sacred Authors, who were enlightened by God the Holy
Spirit to write what he wanted and nothing more, making it “not a written mute word, but the Word which is
incarnate and living” (St. Bernard). Thus, God the Holy Spirit is the principal author of Scripture; the human writers
were the instruments through which he chose to reveal himself to his people.

The Bible is also literature because it uses literary forms and techniques, such as stories, poems, dialogues, and
figurative language to convey its meaning. Insofar as these forms and the historical, political, and cultural contexts in
which they lived are not understood, the meaning of the Sacred Authors remains hidden. These literary techniques
were placed at the service of the religious purpose of the Bible.

Sacred Scripture is not intended to be received either as a scientific treatise or as a mere historical record “but as what
it really is, the word of God” (1 Thess 2:13). It must be read in light of Sacred Tradition and the teachings of the
Church in order to be properly understood. This is why Scripture and Tradition form a single Deposit of Faith, which,
guided by the Magisterium, which in turn is guided by the Holy Spirit, preserves and communicates Divine Revelation
for all time.

From the Didache Bible

101 In order to reveal himself to men, in the condescension of his goodness God speaks to them in human words:
“Indeed the words of God, expressed in the words of men, are in every way like human language, just as the Word of
the eternal Father, when he took on himself the flesh of human weakness, became like men.” (DV 13)

111 But since Sacred Scripture is inspired, there is another and no less important principle of correct interpretation,
without which Scripture would remain a dead letter. “Sacred Scripture must be read and interpreted in the light of the
same Spirit by whom it was written.” (DV 12)

The Second Vatican Council indicates three criteria for interpreting Scripture in accordance with the Spirit who
inspired it.

112 1. Be especially attentive “to the content and unity of the whole Scripture.” Different as the books which
comprise it may be, Scripture is a unity by reason of the unity of God’s plan, of which Christ Jesus is the center and
heart, open since his Passover.

113 2. Read the Scripture within “the living Tradition of the whole Church.” According to a saying of the Fathers,
Sacred Scripture is written principally in the Church’s heart rather than in documents and records, for the Church
carries in her Tradition the living memorial of God’s Word, and it is the Holy Spirit who gives her the spiritual
interpretation of the Scripture (“according to the spiritual meaning which the Spirit grants to the Church” (Origen)).

114 3. Be attentive to the analogy of faith. By “analogy of faith” we mean the coherence of the truths of faith among
themselves and within the whole plan of Revelation.
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church



