
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Safeguarding is Everyone's Responsibility. 
 
 

The Parish of St Martin de Porres and the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne are committed to the 
care, wellbeing and protection of children, young 
people and vulnerable people in our community. 
Child protection and the dignity of every person is 
the responsibility of everyone. 
 
 

 
 

 

IN  OUR  PRAYERS 
 

Sick:  

Joseph Nguyen Ngoc Thi; Maria Nguyen Lam 
Quynh; Edward Tortoreto; Monika Marland; 
Anthony Sgro; Alex Mather; Emily & Grace; 
Nancy Green; Peter Falzon; Mellisa; Rose; 
Claudia & Thomas.  
 

Recently Deceased:  
Pope Francis; Brian Redfern; Sylvia Figueroa; 
Gioconda Moretti; Carol Lamb. 
 

Anniversaries & Remembrances:  
Lorenza Dizon; Victor Micallef; Charlie Galea; 
Dominic Cumbo; Joseph & Consiglia Grima; 
Emmanuel, Teresa & Menu Sammut; Francis 
& Bernarda Grima; John & Tonina Darmanin; 
Emmanuel & Nazzarena Farrugia; Victor Apap; 

Carmelo & Rita De Bono; Charlie Sciberras.  
 
 

 
 

 Contributing to the Collections 
 You may wish to use the QR code 
 if you have left your cash at home. 
 

 
 

Devotion to Divine Mercy 
Mondays 2:30pm in the church.  
All Welcome! 

 
 
 

Bible Sharing with Sr Mayla 
 

Wednesdays 10am in St Martin’s 
Pastoral Centre. All Welcome! 

 
 

The True North Youth Group 
Will attend the 9.30 am Mass this Sunday 
and invite young people to join their group. 

Please make them welcome 

 
 

Final Call to attend Alpha 
 

Thursday 1 May 2025 7pm 
St Monica’s Symons Parish Centre, 

822 Mt Alexander Rd, Moonee Ponds. 
Alpha is for enquirers into the Christian faith, 
with an emphasis on the essentials of our 
Catholic religion. It suits those who desire to 
deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ 
and the Church.  
The evening sessions consist of a free meal, 
a video presentation, & small group sharing. 
The Archdiocese of Melbourne endorses 
Alpha as a means of parish renewal.  
Information & Registration: 0403 512 936 
or acommade@bigpond.net.au 

 
 

 

 

      
 

St Martin’s is starting up Youth Masses  
 

1st Mass  Saturday 3rd May 6pm 
 

2nd Mass  Saturday 14th June 6pm 
 Celebrated by  

Archbishop Peter Comensoli. 
 

We prefer these to be run as much as 
possible by young people under 26 years. 

 

Be curious and pick up a flyer in the foyer 
to find out how you can become involved 

or scan the QR code for more info. 
 

 
       

  St Martin's Jubilee 
     Year Calendar  

 

Saturday 3rd May 6pm Youth Mass 
 

Reflect on Ageing and Spirituality 
Sr Lorraine Testa will facilitate three, 1 hr 
sessions, attend one OR all. 
Tuesdays 13th/ 20th/ 27th May 7pm 
St Martin’s Hall  $5/session 
Getting Old or Ageing Well 

 

Journey into Caring-Who Cares for The Carer? 
 

The Journey to Eternal Life 
 

Bookings: www.trybooking.com/DARQO 
 

13th – 15 June Episcopal Visitation 
by Archbishop Peter Comensoli who will 
reside in the parish that weekend 
 

Saturday 14th June 6pm Youth Mass 
 

Date to be advised  Pilgrimage 
to Mary MacKillop Church, Keilor Downs 
 

 
 

St Martin’s Needs New Parish Secretary! 

Paula is retiring after many faithful years of 
service! The position is for 3 days/24 hours 
per week - Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. 
Training will be provided. Full description of 
position available on our website: 
www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 
Email resume: avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
Applications close 30th April 2025. 
 
 

Annual Mass Count  
Commences next weekend & continues 
throughout May. The information is collated for 
the Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference. 
 
 

 

Prayer of Praise 
 

God of our salvation we give you thanks, 
for Christ our Saviour has redeemed  

the world. 
Lifted high above the earth 

all nations have seen his saving power. 
 

God of life we praise you 
for Christ is risen from the dead. 

Death has no power, 
 salvation has been won, 

we are dead to sin  
and alive in Christ Jesus. 

 

God of power and might 
we rejoice in Christ the Lamb 

who has ransomed us with his blood. 
Lifted high above all the earth, 

he is our hope and our salvation. 
 

God of majesty, we glorify you 
for now Christ reigns on high. 

Exalted by you and given a name  
above all names 

let every tongue confess that  
Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 

You have set us free: 
Praise to the Lord, alleluia. 

 

 
 

 
 

Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU! 
for supporting Project Compassion this Lent. 

 

If you still have your Project Compassion box 
or envelope, please return them next week. 
 

Your generosity is helping to empower the 
world’s most vulnerable communities,  
enabling them to overcome challenges and 
lift themselves out of poverty. 
 

Together, we are creating a better tomorrow, 
helping vulnerable communities build stronger 
futures for themselves and empowering them 
to break free from the cycle of poverty.  

Thank you for standing with us! 
 

Please donate today by scanning 
the QR code or Ph:1800 024 413 
or Online at:  

caritas.org.au/project-compassion 
 

 
 

St Martin de Porres Parish 
158 Military Rd, Avondale Heights Vic 3034 

 www.melbcatholic.org/avondaleheights 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Nhân Le 
 

Secretary:      Paula McKernan 
Office Hours: 9:30am to 5pm 

        Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Pastoral Assoc: Sr. Cres Villas, asjm 
         Sr. Connie Mamo, asjm (Vol) 
Phone:          9337 6016 
Fax:          9337 1943 
E-mail:           avondaleheights@cam.org.au 
 

St Martin de Porres School 
 

Principal:       Stefanie Harvey  
Secretaries:  Mary Carmuciano 

        Maria Aloe 
Phone:         9331 9000 
E-mail: 
principal@smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 

     www.smavondaleheights.catholic.edu.au 
 

Weekend Masses    
                  Saturday Vigil               6:00pm 

   Sunday         8:00am & 9:30am 
                  Vietnamese                11:00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
   Tuesday to Friday          9:15am 

Benediction       Wednesday  after  Mass 
Reconciliation   Wednesday        10.00am 

             Saturday               5:30pm 
 

The Augustinian Sisters 
 

Convent:          2 Venice Court, 
          Avondale Heights 

Phone:           9337 4595 
E-mail:           spinelli@bigpond.net.au 
Website:         www.asjmoz.org 



First Reading   Acts 5:12-16

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The numbers of men and women who came to 
believe in the Lord increased steadily.
The faithful all used to meet by common 
consent in the Portico of Solomon. No one 
else ever dared to join them, but the people 
were loud in their praise and the numbers of 
men and women who came to believe in the 
Lord increased steadily. So many signs and 
wonders were worked among the people at 
the hands of the apostles that the sick were 
even taken out into the streets and laid on 
beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at 
least the shadow of Peter might fall across 
some of them as he went past. People even 
came crowding in from the towns round 
about Jerusalem, bringing with them their 
sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, 
and all of them were cured.

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117:2-4. 22-27
(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,

his love is everlasting.
1. Let the sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’ (R.)

2. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

Second Reading  Revelations 1:9-13, 17-19

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever.
My name is John, and through our union in 
Jesus I am your brother and share your 
sufferings, your kingdom, and all you endure. I 
was on the island of Patmos for having 
preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; 
it was the Lord’s day and the Spirit possessed 
me, and I heard a voice behind me, shouting 
like a trumpet, ‘Write down all that you see in 
a book.’ I turned round to see who had spoken 
to me, and when I turned I saw seven golden 
lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, a 
figure like a Son of man, dressed in a long 
robe tied at the waist with a golden girdle.
When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his 
feet, but he touched me with his right hand 
and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I, the First and 
the Last; I am the Living One. I was dead and 
now I am to live for ever and ever, and I hold 
the keys of death and of the underworld. Now 
write down all that you see of present 
happenings and things that are still to come.’

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation   Jn 20:29
Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas, because
   you have seen me;
happy those who have not seen me, 
   but still believe!
Alleluia!

‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them 
and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the 
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the 
Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes 
that the nails made in his hands and can put 
my finger into the holes they made, and 
unless I can put my hand into his side, I 
refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and 
Thomas was with them. The doors were 
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among 
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he 
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, 
here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it 
into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ 
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 
said to him:

‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen  
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2nd Sunday of Easter, Year C   

Reflection by Greg Sunter
This passage can be seen as the gospel 
writer’s version of the Pentecost that was 
previously recorded by the writer of Luke-Acts. 
As the account of Pentecost in the book of 
Acts was already in existence, the gospel 
writer felt no concern about alluding to it in his 
version of the gospel story. The inclusion of 
this event in the gospel of John adds a 
‘completeness’ to the gospel text –from the 
Word with God in chapter 1 through the 
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus to 
this moment of charging his disciples with the 
task of carrying on his work and breathing on 
them the Holy Spirit. It seems that the gospel 
writer wanted to bring the story to its 
conclusion. The idea of Jesus ‘breathing’ the 
Holy Spirit onto the disciples is an interesting 
one. The Greek word pneuma carried two 
meanings: breath and spirit. So to deliberately 
breathe on someone was to share one’s spirit 
with them. Jesus gives this act a greater 
meaning by declaring the spirit to be the Holy 
Spirit that will empower the disciples for the 
mission he is entrusting to them.
The disciple Thomas has received a pretty raw 
deal from history. The phrase, doubting 
Thomas, has found its way into our everyday 
language and condemns Thomas as the one 
who wouldn’t take the word of his fellow 
disciples but wanted to see the Risen Lord 
himself. However, rather than remembering 
Thomas for his doubt, we should remember 
Thomas as the one who makes the 
extraordinary declaration of faith, ‘My Lord 
and my God!’ It is Thomas, alone amongst all 
those who recognise the greatness of Jesus 
across the four gospels, who acknowledges 
Jesus as not just the Messiah, but God.

ST MARTIN DE PORRES 
Catholic Parish 

Avondale Heights 
 Today’s Celebration is on pages: 
Old Missal: 700    New Missal: 789 

Gospel   John 20:19-31    A reading from 
the holy Gospel according to John
After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them.

In the evening of that same day, the first day 
of the week, the doors were closed in the 
room where the disciples were, for fear of 
the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ 
and showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples were filled with joy when they 
saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you.

and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus 
worked and the disciples saw, but they are 
not recorded in this book. These are 
recorded so that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing this you may have life through his 
name.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

3. O Lord, grant us salvation;
O Lord grant success.
Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
the true God is our light. (R.)
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