
 

 4 Drake St, Mornington VIC 3931  
Parish Office: Tue to Fri 9am to 4pm: Ph: 5975 2200  

Email: mornington@cam.org.au   
Web: stmacartansparish.com.au 

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Geoffrey McIlroy 
Assistant Priest: Fr An Le 

Parish Secretary: Cherrie Azzopardi 

St Macartan’s Catholic Parish PARISH BULLETIN 

Mass Times:  

- Weekdays: Tues to Saturday 9:15am                                                    
- Saturday night: 6 pm                              
- Sunday: 9am, 11am                                
- Anointing/Healing Mass: 9:15am              
[1st Friday of each Month] 

YOUTH MASS: 2nd & 4th Sunday 
each Month 5pm. 

HOLY HOUR / ADORATION:  

• Every Friday after 9:15 Mass 

• 1st Saturdays each month after 
9:15am Mass 

• 3:30pm 2nd & 4th Sundays 

RECONCILIATION:  

After 9:15am Mass: Wed & Saturday  

YOUTH GROUPS: QUINN’S PLACE: 
Year 7+ Friday’s 6pm-10pm Community 
House / Hall / Church.  

ENCOUNTER: Youth Group: Primary 
school age 3pm-4:45pm before Youth 
Mass 2nd & 4th Sundays of each Month. 
Community House 

Video Sunday Mass: 

Watch Mass Live: Every Sun. 9AM 

https://vimeo.com/event/4069536 
Or go to website to copy link: 

https://www.melbcatholic.org/mornington 

ALSO: at our regular YouTube link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos 

Upcoming Holy Days: 

• Wed 14th: ASH WEDNESDAY 9:15am 

EXTRA MASS 

14th Feb Ash Wed 7pm 

Stations of the Cross 

The way of the Cross, a beautiful and     

prayerful stations journey:  

Weekly 7pm-7:45pm Tuesday’s 

Beginning Tue 20th Feb to 19th March 

 

RETURNING IN 2024 

• Holy Hour 3:30-4:30pm & 5pm Youth 

Mass - 2nd & 4th Sunday’s 

• Encounter junior Youth group 3-5pm - 

Sunday 11th Feb. 

[Fr An away 9th Feb –9th March] 

6th SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME YrB 11th Feb 2024 

https://vimeo.com/event/4069536
https://www.stmacartansparish.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW8lyzEMe20DLyOpptks0Fw/videos


First Reading 

Leviticus 13:1-2. 44-46 

A reading from the book of Leviticus 

As long as he is unclean, he must live alone, outside the camp. 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on 
a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the skin is to be suspected. The man must be 

taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the priests who are his sons.  

‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is suf-
fering from leprosy of the head. A man infected with leprosy must wear his clothing 

torn and his hair disordered; he must shield his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, un-
clean”. As long as the disease lasts he must be unclean; and therefore he must 

live apart; he must live outside the camp.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 31:1-2. 5. 11. R. v.7 

(R.) I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation. 

1. Happy the man whose offence is forgiven,  
whose sin is remitted. 

O happy the man to whom the Lord 
imputes no guilt, 

in whose spirit is no guile. (R.) 

2. But now I have acknowledged my sins;  
my guilt I did not hide. 
I said: ‘I will confess 

my offence to the Lord.’ 
And you, Lord, have forgiven  

the guilt of my sin. (R.) 

3. Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,  
exult, you just! 

O come, ring out your joy, 
all you upright of heart. (R.) 

 

 

 

 WE HOLD IN OUR PRAYERS  
Pray for the sick and their Carers: Tony Formosa, Betty Corke, Kevin Paganoni, 

Fiona Rush, Aaron Eastley, Bruce Reekie, Val Carr, Evan Senn, Adeline Lyn Til-

den, Angela Turner, Poala Solvy, Kathleen Rose, Barbara Seymour, Barbara Hent, 

Gai Beveridge, Barbara Hunt, Dr Ron Fitzgerald, James Tokarczyk, Sarah-Jane 

Sharp, Pat Guest, Rhonda Vernon, Sinead Ryan, Sean O’Leary & Rita Fordyce 

 

Death Anniversaries: Tom Whelan 

Recent deaths: Kevin Morley (Funeral 11:30am Thurs 15th here Livestream link: https://
vimeo.com/event/4058554 ) 

https://vimeo.com/event/4058554
https://vimeo.com/event/4058554


 Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 10:31 – 11:1 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, do it for the glory of 
God. Never do anything offensive to anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the Church of 
God; just as I try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for my own ad-

vantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so that they may be saved. 

Take me for your model, as I take Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Luke 7:16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A great prophet has appeared among us; 

God has visited his people. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel 

Mark 1:40-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

The leprosy left him and he was cured. 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can 
cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of 
course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he was 
cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say 

nothing to anyone, but go and show yourself to the priest, and make the offering for 
your healing prescribed by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ The man went 

away, but then started talking about it freely and telling the story everywhere, so that 
Jesus could no longer go openly into any town, but had to stay outside in places 

where nobody lived. Even so, people from all around would come to him.  

Communion Antiphon Cf Psalm 77:29-30 

They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; 
they were not disappointed in what they craved. 

LENTEN REFLECTION 

With Fr Joe O’Shea 

How soon has this come back around again. When I am delighted to announce Fr Joseph 
O’Shea will return with his popular Lectio Divina and Lenten reflection series here in our 

Church every Monday evening from 6pm-6:45pm from Monday 12th February. 

and why not stay for our Monday night Rosary group from 7pm. 

Regards 

Fr Geoff 



 

Gospel Reflection 

It is hard to imagine a person in 1st Century Pal-
estine who would be more of an outcast from so-
ciety than the leper. Unfortunately, any form of 
skin disease was categorised as leprosy (known 
as Hansen’s disease today). It was regarded as 
one of the greatest forms of uncleanliness and 
seen as a physical manifestation of God’s punish-
ment on the person. For a person like this to even 
approach Jesus is a huge risk and an enormous 
act of faith. He trusts that Jesus will not reject him 
like everybody else in his life has done. His re-
quest to Jesus is almost a demand; it is certainly 
filled with an utter conviction of Jesus’ ability and 
good will: ‘if you want to, you can cure me’. Jesus’ 

reaction is one of equally strong emotion – he is so moved by this man’s plight that 
he reaches out his hand and touches the man. To touch a person with leprosy was 
to break every rule of the clean/unclean social structure that dominated Jewish so-
ciety. In this one action, Jesus challenges the entire basis on which Jewish society 
is constructed – the purity code. For Jesus to touch this man, according to the puri-
ty code, is to become unclean himself. But Jesus ignores these social rules and 
responds out of love and heals the man with word and action. However, Jesus 
knows that if the man is to be accepted back into society he needs to conform to 
the rules that dominate his world. He must present himself to the local priest who 
is the only one with the authority to declare someone cured of their disease and 
thus able to become ritually clean and welcome back into worship and back into 
everyday life. 

Historical Context – Leprosy 

To be a leper in 1st Century Palestine was to be utterly rejected from society. They 
were not permitted to engage in religious practice as they were permanently re-
garded as being ritually unclean and, indeed, unable to become clean as long as 
their disease lasted. The book of Leviticus, quoted in today’s first reading, contains 
two whole chapters of rules regarding lepers. Lepers were forced to live outside of 
any village for fear of contamination and even had to call out a warning of 
‘Unclean! Unclean!’ if anyone came near them. They were forced to beg for food 
and money because no-one would hire them. They were literally on the very edge 
of society. 

Gospel Focus – What’s in a word? 

Verse 41 of this week’s reading begins, ‘Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out 
his hand.’ This translation is from the Jerusalem Bible but if we were to consider 
other translations of the Bible we would find other phrases used such as: moved 
with pity; filled with pity; moved with compassion; filled with compassion; or even, 
filled with anger. By comparison, ‘Feeling sorry for him’ seems a weak translation. 
Jesus’ reaction is a fully human one of indignation at what this man is forced to en-
dure. It is a gut-wrenching response from the very core of Jesus’ humanity. What 
person in your life that you need to embrace rather than reject? Who would benefit 
from you viewing them with different eyes?  





 

 

Pope Francis: Lent is a time of conversion and freedom 
In his message for Lent 2024, Pope Francis invites the faithful to “pause” for prayer 
and to assist our brothers and sisters in need, in order to change our own lives and 

the lives of our communities. 
By Christopher Wells 

 
“When our God reveals Himself, His message is always one of freedom,” Pope Francis says in 
the opening of his Message to the faithful for Lent 2024. 
 
Recalling the Exodus of the Hebrew people from Egypt, the Holy Father explains that our journey 
through the desert can be a season of grace – not an abstract journey, but a concrete path that 
involves seeing the world as it is and hearing the cries of our oppressed brothers and sisters. 
 
Countering a globalization of indifference 
The Pope insisted on the need to counter a “globalization of indifference." 
“Our Lenten journey will be concrete if… we realize that even today we remain under the rule of 
Pharoah. A rule that makes us weary 
and indifferent. A model of growth 
that divides us and robs us of our 
future.” 
At the same time, Pope Francis  
reminded us that it is God who takes 
the initiative. Too of- ten, he said, 
there remains within us “an inexplica-
ble longing for slav- ery,” a desire to 
cling to idols that  paralyze us, as     
Israel was paralyzed in the desert. 
Lent, however, is a “season of 
grace, a time of con- version,” where 
the desert can be- come “a place 
where our freedom can mature in a 
personal decision not to fall back into slavery,” where “we find new criteria of justice and a    
community with which we can press forward on a road not yet taken.” 
 
Pausing for prayer and to help our neighbour 
He added that the Lenten journey involves a struggle. It is a time for action, the Pope said, but 
also a time “to pause” – to pause in prayer and to pause “in the presence of a wounded brother 
or sister.” 
“Love of God and love of neighbour are one love,” Pope Francis continued, explaining that “the 
contemplative dimension” of Lent can help us “release new energies,” to be “more sensitive to 
one another: in the place of threats and enemies, we discover companions and fellow travellers.” 
 
'A flash of new hope' 
Pope Francis concluded his Lenten message on a hopeful note: “To the extent that this Lent be-
comes a time of conversion, an anxious humanity will notice a burst of creativity, a flash of new 
hope.” 
Calling on the faithful to “be ready to take risks,” he invited them “to find the courage to see our 
world, not as in its death throes, but in a process of giving birth; not at the end, but at the begin-
ning of a great new chapter of history.” 
“Faith and charity,” he said, “take hope, this small child, by the hand. They teach her to walk, and 
at the same time, she leads them forward.” 

 
 



                Jokes of the Week                         

Humour in our healing ministry:  
 

“Laugh and the world laughs with you.”  “Laughter is music of the spheres,         
language of the gods.”  And it’s fine medicine. Laughter exercises the face,     

shoulders, diaphragm, and abdomen. The breathing deepens, the heart rate rises, 
and the blood is more oxygenated. Endorphins are released, pain thresholds are 

raised, and some studies suggest that even immune systems are boost-
ed. Norman Cousins, in Anatomy of an Illness as Perceived by the Patient, tried 

laughter therapy, and found that ten minutes of hearty laughter could give him two 
hours of pain-free sleep. When you laugh, others laugh too.  Laughter is a conta-
gious, highly effective, totally organic medicine.  It has no side effects, and no one 
is allergic to it. Did you have your dose of laughter today?  Jesus may have burst 
into hearty laughter when he watched Zacchaeus climb down from the sycamore 
tree. Perhaps he also had at least a compassionate smile when he reached out to 
grab Peter’s reaching hand as the Apostle began to sink in his attempt to walk on 

water, forgetting the Master in his sudden fear. Then why don’t we too have a 
hearty laugh in the worshipping community in the real presence of our Lord? 

 
2) Humour in the preaching ministry:  After the Sunday Mass a little boy told the 
pastor, “When I grow up, I’m going to give you some money.” “Well, thank you,” the 
pastor replied, “but why?” “Because my daddy says you’re one of the poorest 
preachers we’ve ever had.” 
 
3) Humour at Sunday collection: During the last Sunday service that the visiting 
pastor was to spend at the Church he had served for some months, his hat was 
passed around for goodwill, farewell offering. When it returned to the pastor, it was 
empty. The pastor didn’t flinch. He raised the hat to Heaven. “I thank you, Lord, 
that I got my hat back from this congregation.” 
 
4) Humour at the liturgy: A very innovative liturgy        
director, a young lady, danced the offertory procession in 
‘attractive’ costumes and playing the banjo. The bishop 
was presiding on this occasion of the pastor’s golden  
jubilee Mass. As the “dancer” approached the altar the 
bishop whispered to the pastor: “If she asked for your 
head on a platter, she’d have it!” 
 
 



ROOF RESTORATION - FUND RAISING 

Currently you have donated 

$41, 714 (41%) 

Increase of $25, 242  from last week.  

Thank you,  

Especially to one particular parishioner, who humbly wants to 
remain anonymous. 

HELP WANTED! 

 Men needed as Safety officers for Quinns place youth group  

Friday 6pm-10pm. 

If we get enough volunteers, we can implement a roster based on your  

availability. 

You will be given a high visibility vest and will be working with others to help the 

Quinns youth group feel safe and protected. 

You will be asked to patrol the outside area and ask non-youth group    members to 

please move on.  

You will not be put in danger or need to be physical in any way.  

IT IS  SIMPLY A PRESENCE OUTSIDE THE YOUTH GROUP 

Please contact Fr Geoff: 5975 2200 

Hello to all Parishioners of the  St  Macartans Community , Visitors and Friends 

Firstly we would like to thank all those who have supported the Gift Shop over the last 12 months.  We are 

very grateful.  Without your support we wouldn’t be here.   

During stocktaking in the past few days, we took all books out and lined them up on the table to make things 

easier.  I doubt you would be aware of the books we have available in the Gift Shop, so we have decided to 

put a selection of them on display for you to browse through.  We have Bibles, large print Bibles, Missals, 

Prayer Books, Youth Prayer books, Catechism, Novena Books, Mass books for children and all sorts of books 

for babies. 

We also have a series of Aquinas books for children, very informative – some of the titles:   Angels of God – 

The Hail Many – The Our Father – Mass – Rosary for Children – Variety of Prayers and more.  I just love these 

books, they are detailed and very simply for kids to 

read, some explaining what the Prayers mean.  These 

are the best find for kids yet.  Have a look when pass-

ing. 

Take care and God Bless. 



Mass Co-ordinators 

6.00pm  - Carmel Coles :  5975 3080 
9.00am  - Helen Britton  : 0437 279 029 

11.00am  - Patricia Duryea : 0418 139 599 
5.00pm  - Danielle Field: 0410 596 637 

 

6th Sunday of Ordinary Time – 10/11 February 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Fay Murphy, Iris Hallinan  

  Eucharistic Mins Tricia Hird, Michael Turner, 

9.00am Readers  Paul Girolami, Michael Kerr 

  Eucharistic Mins John & Mary Lewis, Patricia Thomas 

11.00am Readers  Gabrialla Fialla, Patricia Duryea 

  Eucharistic Mins Sue Fletcher, Shiela Goddard 

1st Sunday of Lent – 17/18 February 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Kees Duyvestyn, Marlene Tesmann  

  Eucharistic Mins Mairi Duyvestyn, Joyce Ward 

9.00am Readers  Kathleen Ronchi, Kevin Morley 

  Eucharistic Mins Frank Crea, Rosemarie D’Silva 

11.00am Readers  Irene Hackett, Joan Clements 

  Eucharistic Mins Bridie Sexton, Sandra Barrett 

2nd Sunday of Lent – 24/25 February 2024 

6.00pm Readers  Fay Murphy, Louise Renshaw   

  Eucharistic Mins Michael Turner, Joyce Ward 

9.00am Readers  Spencer Meier, Kathleen Ronchi 

  Eucharistic Mins Frank Crea, Marcelle Azzopardi  

11.00am Readers  Terry Roberts, Michael Harrison 

  Eucharistic Mins Barb Ensill, Shiela Goddard 

JOIN ONE OF OUR TEAMS 

If you are a regular at Mass and would like to help, we would love it! 

Instruction and support will be given. Amongst other volunteers, we need more Mass 

Managers to ensure each Mass has all it requires to operate successfully. 

If that’s you, then please see Fr Geoff or contact Jody: jody54@westnet.com.au   

 

   

 



 

Minister Unto God 

Minister unto God prayer group will begin on the 13th of February in the parish    
community centre 10am-12pm. Everyone most welcome. On 2 Tuesdays of the month 
we will explore the Word of God, so join us with your bible. The other 2 Tuesdays, will 
have more emphasis on prayer, for one another, and for all the needs that surround 

us.  Hope you can join us.  

Contact Josie 03 8652 9479  

Men’s Night  

Attention Men of St. Macartan’s, It's  on again.. Yes  the Men's night resumes on 
Thursday Night , the 15th  February at 5.00pm in the Community Centre. 

It is always on the Third Thursday of each month and .New members are welcome, 
Finger food provided and an exotic prize is to be won.  

BYO your favourite drink. Donation  only $2.00.   

Guest Speaker will be  in attendance.          

PARISH GROUP NEWS 

Inviting all “Encountered Couples/Spouses/

Priests” to join us in Celebrating 50 years of 

WWME in Australia 

 Saturday 16 March 2024  

At St John’s Parish, Mitcham [Enter via Elizabeth St]  

A Formation Day  

“Love & Respect: The Love She Most Desires; the Respect He Desperately Longs for”  

(A light lunch will be provided)  

&  

An Evening of celebration starting at 6pm  

Catered Spit Roast Dinner BYO Drinks and a Wedding Photo  

 

 For further details and to register                                                Or contact Steve & Sue Hollowood  

https://www.trybooking.com/COSSN                                                                                               0431 477 556/ 0412 130 845  

 



PARISH CONTACTS 

Parish Contact Details: 

• AV & Livestreaming Technician: Didier Le Miere: 0400 801 891                             
Email: Didier.lemiere31@gmail.com 

• Baptisms: Every Saturday at 11am (Except the 1st Saturday of the month):              
Contact Office: 5975 2200  

• Baptism Preparation: Fr Geoff: Wednesdays of each month 5:30pm -    
Bookings are necessary. 5975 2200. 

• Catholic Mission Parish Ambassador: Jody Kerrins 
jody54@westnet.com.au   

• Finance Committee: Frank Crea: 0417 104 041 
• Marriage & Counselling: Charmaine Holmes: 0413 394 085                                   

Email: charholmes59@gmail.com  

• Marriage Preparation: Fr Geoff, Email: Geoffrey.mcilroy@cam.org.au 

• Memorial Wall: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200 

• Parish Pastoral Council (PPC): Jody Kerrins (Chairperson)                                     
Email: jody54@westnet.com.au 

• Men’s Night:  Contact Kerry McInerny 5976 2155 

• Safeguarding Officer: Tim Lambourne Mornington.ChildSafety@cam.org.au 

• Spiritual Director/Pastoral Counsellor/Psychotherapist: Angelo            
Campagna  Ph: 0411 305 478, Website: www.angelocampagna.com.au    

• St Mac’s High Spirits: Teacher is Michael Kerr: Contact office: 5975 2200 

• St Mac’s Café: Coordinators are Fr Geoff  5975 2200 

• St Macartan’s Gift Shop: Trish Thomas: 0425 749 379 

• St Vincent de Paul: Barry Murphy: 0419 225 455   

• Volunteer Application Support Officer: Contact Parish Office: 5975 2200  

• Visitation Group: Fr An email: An.le@cam.org.au  59752200 

• Weddings contact the Office or Fr Geoff : 5975 2200 

• Youth Worker (Quinn’s Place): Kristina Turner,                                       
Email: Kristina.b2906@bigpond.com 

• Youth Worker (Encounter): Kate McInnes, Email: morningtonpar-
ish.youth@cam.org.au 

Schools: 

• St Macartan’s Primary School: Ph: 5979 9200 

• Principal: Colleen McGreal  

• Deputy: Andrea Kershaw  

• Padua College: Ph: 5976 0100 

• Principal: Kelly McGurn  

• Vice Principal: Mission, Identity & Community: Matthew Williams 

  



FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE SPACE AVAILABLE HERE! 

 

If you would like to get advertised as one of our Friends of the Parish 

reaching some 250 newsletter subscribers each week and go on our 

website. 

Please contact the office or speak with Fr Geoff. 

The only conditions are that you would like to regularly support our 

Parish or one of our Ministry group’s in whatever way you can. 

 

 

Cafe located in Mornington 

Central Shopping Centre 

78 Barkly Street Mornington 



FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 
I have always appreciated good customer service and good value for money.  

Therefore, whenever I find someone who supports our Parish in these ways, they    

become friends and I truly believe we should show our support to them too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fixon Media Group PTY LTD                    

Didier Le Miere  

Director 

  didier@fixonmedia.com.au 

 0400 801 891  fixonmedia.com.au live-streaming and 

 

MORNINGTON 

74 Main Street, Mornington, Victoria 3931 

 info@maingrill.com.au | 03 5932 4903  

Acustoms 
A U D I O  V I S U A L  D E S I G N .  I N  E A R  
M O N I T O R I N G .  L E D .  L I G H T I N G .  
E V E N T  M A N A G E M E N T .  

Matthew Wong 

Managing Director 

matt@acustoms.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       
Fr Geoff rates it as: Yum, Yum, & Yummy! 

 

mailto:matt@acustoms.com.au


FRIENDS OF OUR PARISH 

 

  

OUR AMAZING CHRISTMAS THEMED SHOW-

ROOM  

Tyabb Packing House: Shop 2 The Village           

14 Mornington Tyabb Rd 0499 972 682 

LOCAL MAGICIAN 

PHONE: 0408 388 244 

EMAIL: duck@duckmagic.com 

 

For enquiries, please call 9773 4800 Factory 8, 

 213-223 Wells Rd, 

Chelsea Heights VIC 3196 

Shop SP002,  

Mornington Central  

78 Barkly Street 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT TO ST MAC’S CAFÉ. WE GREATLY          

APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS. 

MORNINGTON 

03 5958 6220  

74 Main Street, Mornington, Victoria, 3931 

info@maingrilll.com.au          | 03 5932 4903 

tel:03%205958%206220

