St Francis of Assisi Parish
290 Childs Road, Mill Park 3082 phone: 9407 6700

web: www.melbcatholic.org/millpark  email: millpark@cam.org.au

PARISH PRIEST Fr Anthony Girolami ASSISTANT PRIEST Fr Zaher Almhnna
DEACON Deacon Jean Sebastien PASTORAL ASSOCIATE Sr Anh Tran - 9407 6720
YOUTH MINISTER Carmel Walsh - 9407 6704 PARISH/SCHOOLLIAISON Ruth Lees - 9407 6703
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR  Maree Chamoun - 9407 6700 PARISH BOOKKEEPER Paul - 9407 6722
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL Mark Basile - 2407 3100
WEEKEND MASS TIMES Saturday vigil 5:00 pm; Sunday 2:00 am, 10:30 am & 5:00 pm
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES Monday —Saturday 92:15 am

Wednesday 7:30 pm - Our Lady of Perpetual Help
RECONCILIATION Wednesday evening after Mass and Novena

Saturday 9:45 am
ADORATION Saturday 9:45 am — 10:45 am concluding with Benediction
VIGIL MASS: 1st Friday of the month 7:30 pm to Midnight Mass. Next Mass: 3rd May
FILIPINO MASS: 2nd Sunday of the month at 12 noon. Next Mass: 12th May
MALTESE MASS: 3rd Saturday of the month at 4 pm. Confession 3:30. Rosary 3:40. Next Mass: 25th May (MOVED)

INDONESIAN FAMILY GROUP MASS: 3rd Saturday of the month at 7pm.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Wednesday 6:30 am - 7:00 pm in the chapel.
NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH: 1st Wednesday of the month after 9:15 am Mass.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 2nd Wednesday of the month after 9:15am Mass.

ST ANTHONY'’S PRAYER GROUP MASS: Every Tuesday at 7:00 pm.

NOVENA TO ST ANTHONY (MALAYALAM): Every Tuesday af 6:30 pm.

LEGION OF MARY: Every Thursday at 10:15 am in the church fellowship area. Contact Jackie - 0422 443 324.

JUNIOR LEGION OF MARY: Every Wednesday at 3:30 pm during school terms in the fellowship area. Contact Jackie - 0422 443 324.
WORD OF LIFE PRAYER GROUP: Every Friday at 7:00 pm in the chapel. Contact Nancy - 0434 559 352.

PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUP: Contact Regina - 0432 267 557 or Alfons and Helen Glatzel - 9404 2050.

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Every Friday at 3:00 pm in the chapel and Fiday momings affer 9:15am Mass.

AGAPE RENEWAL PRAYER MEETING: Resuming Sunday 4th February. Confact Gigimon - 0402 652 646.

LIFE TEEN: Every Sunday during school terms after 5pm Mass. Contact Camel at milloark.youthministry@cam.org.au for further details.
JESUS YOUTH PRAYER GROUP: Every Thursday at 7 pm in the chapel. Contact Lovely - 0411 208 706.

CATECHIST R.E. CLASSES: For all enquiries contact May Park at stiranciscatechist@gmail.com.

MEN’S MEET & GREET GROUP: 1st Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.

Next Mass: 18th May

PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS - Contributions can be dropped off between 9am and 5pm each day at the parish office.
THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES - Please remember to write the amount on the front of your thanksgiving envelopes.

PARISH CELLS OF EVANGELISATION - There is NO Cells All Leaders Meeting this Tuesday 30th April - 5th Tuesday of
the month.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Benjamin De Leon, Corazon De Leon, Cynthia D’Costa, Grace Lim, Maria Fittipaldi.

IN MEMORIAM: John Barnes, Wardi Dawoad, Kenneth Leong, Doris Vella, Emmanuel Vella, Joseph McManis
(Snr), Joseph McManis (Jnr), Joseph Parneras, Annamma Thomas, Meryln Meyes, Vivian Meyers, Aymon Meyers,
Conrad Meyers.

THOSE WHO ARE ILL: David Wallace, Sharon Barber, Maeve Reardon, Greg Forrester, Anupiya Menikdiwela,
Henrica Hanny, Peter Basile, Antonina Gangi, Gerard Mercovich, Jack Mercovich, Edna Cruz, Dignus Kaemon,
Maggie Campbell, Fr Terry Kean.

The newsletter will be available each week on our website www.melbcatholic.org/millpark

Dear Parishioners,

We welcome and farewell Parish Staff. First of all we welcome
back Sr Anh and Fr Zaher who will return this week from their
holidays. We hope it brought many blessings and rejuvenation
to both of them. We welcome Maree Chamoun as our new
Parish Secretary who works Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 8:30pm - 4:30pm.

At the same time, we are to farewell Fr Zaher who is taking up
a new placement in the diocese on Wednesday the 15th of May.
As of our custom we will have a farewell morning tea for him
after 10:30am Mass on Sunday the 12th of May in the church
fellowship area.

Our new Assistant Priest is Fr Simeon Anthony, if you
remember he was a deacon here in 2020. He will be joining us
on the 15th of May.

Yours in the Risen Lord,

MAY: THE MONTH OF OUR LADY

You are invited by the Legion of Mary to join a daily Rosary
at 8:45am on weekdays during the month of May. This is in

honour of Our Blessed Mother Mary. Ak k kg
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They will also host a morning tea for the

Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker on
Wednesday 1st May after Mass.
All are welcome!
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ALPHA CONTINUES THIS THURSDAY
AT 7 PM IN THE HALL!
IT°’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN!

Explore questions of life and faith and make new
friendships at Alpha! Alpha is an exciting
refresher Course in the Christian faith..

ABOUT THE
ALPHA COURSE

The next sessmn of the Alpha Course is on this
Thursday 9™ May, in St Francis Hall, starting at
7.00 pm - 9.30 pm

ENQUIRIES - 9407 6700
BROCHURES ARE AVAILABLE AFTER MASS

GODSTART PARTY FOR 4 YEAR OLDS

Thank you to all who assisted last weekend.
It was a wonderful occasion.

HOURS OF GRACE

Hours of Grace (Perpetual adoration) is a national initiative of Jesus
Youth Australia, that occurs from Ash Wednesday to Pentecost
Sunday across many parishes in Australia. These are moments of
Grace where Jesus invites each one of us into an intimate encounter
for living embrace and to pray for the various needs of the world and
Church.

This year we will be having HOG at our Parish as follows:

Thursday 9" May - 10 am to 8pm
Friday 10™ May - 10 am to 8pm
Saturday 11™ May - 10 am to 5 pm

Individuals and groups are encouraged to come together for prayers.
The Chapel will remain open for entire the time and the Blessed
Sacrament will be exposed except during liturgies.

A roster is available at the entrance of the church for those who wish
to sign on in advance for a selected period of time.

CAR PARKING

For the safety of other motorist and pedestrians
please part your cars in the designated parking
areas. If spaces are not available than please park
at stables. Please do not park on the grass areas or
block drive ways. Thank you.

CHILDRENS LITURGY TO RESTART

Children’s Liturgy was held at 10:30 Mass
each Sunday.

We hope to get a team of people to help run Chil-
dren’s Liturgy during the Liturgy of the Word at
the 10:30 am Mass through the school terms.

If you are interested in helping please contact
Ruth on 9407 6703.

n\MMu\)n

CATECHIST CLASSES 2024

Catechist classes will begin on Tuesday 16th July at 4:15 pm - 5 pm. Enrolments are now open. Enrolment and payment forms
are available on our website or from the parish office. These forms can be emailed back to stfranciscatechist@gmail.com.

Alternatively, you can phone the parish office on 9407 6700.

The following classes are offered:

Pre-Sacramental - Children in Years Prep, One or Two
First Reconciliation - Minimum Year Three level

First Eucharist -
Confirmation -

Students who have already received First Reconciliation
Minimum Year Six level who have already received First Reconciliation and First Eucharist

This year, classes will run during term three on Tuesdays from 4:15-5:00pm. We look forward to sharing this faith journey
with you and your children this year. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact May Park at

stfranciscatechist@gmail.com
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and remain in his love.
I have told you this
so that my own joy may be in you
and your joy be complete.
This is my commandment:
love one another,
as I have loved you.
A man can have no greater love
than to lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends,
if you do what I command you.
I shall not call you servants any more,
because a servant does not know
his master’s business;
I call you friends,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
You did not choose me,
no, I chose you;
and I commissioned you
to go out and to bear fruit,
fruit that will last;
and then the Father will give you
anything you ask him in my name.
What I command you
is to love one another.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he

will come to judge the living and the
dead. /I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings, so that,

purified by your graciousness, we may be
conformed to the mysteries of your mighty
love. Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-V OF EASTER

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
P. The mystery of faith.

All: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  jn 14:15-16
If you love me, keep my commandments,
says the Lord, and I will ask the Father
and he will send you another Paraclete,
to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Almighty ever-living God, who restore us
to eternal life in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this
paschal Sacrament and pour into our hearts

the strength of this saving food. Through
Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.

R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

THE INCLUSIVENESS OF GOD

Our first reading from Acts today is an
edited story of the encounter of Peter
and Cornelius. It is worth reading the full
episode of Chapter 10. What we have is
enough to relate the momentous occasion
when Peter, a Jew, enters the house of
Cornelius, a Gentile. This is significant of
itself, laying aside any impropriety. More
than this, Peter declares that God shows
no partiality. It doesn’t matter whether
Jew or Gentile, anyone who fears God and
does what is right is acceptable to God.
Simultaneously with Peter speaking, the
Holy Spirit came upon all the audience,
Jews and Gentiles alike.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus begins: ‘As the
Father has loved me, so I have loved
you, remain in my love.” This invitation
to abide or remain in God’s love opens
the command to love one another which
is ever more poignant in light of the
inclusivity of God. In this passage Jesus
calls his disciples ‘friends’ and no longer
servants, indicating the closeness of
their relationship, their walking together
and their collaboration in the work of
Jesus. Yet we know even today there are
barriers or hurdles that Pope Francis also
acknowledges but urges us to find a way
forward as a Church. ‘Abide in my love’
could be our mantra so the love of God
is enacted to everyone we meet. How can
we seek to be inclusive of all who seek
God? How do we develop our ecumenical
relationships and outreach to all those
whom God desires to be welcomed?

DR RoSEMARY CANAVAN
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

SixTH SUNDAY OF EASTER / B

I CALL YOU FRIENDS. We often refer to Jesus by honorific titles, such as Lord, but
do we also think of him, as he thinks of us, as a friend? The Talmud suggests that we
should do two things: acquire a teacher and choose a friend. In Jesus we have both

the best teacher and the best friend we could ever hope to have.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be

cf. Isa 48: 20

heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth:
The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.

R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.

R. And grant us your salvation.

P. May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

Amen.

. Lord, have mercy.

. Lord, have mercy.

. Christ, have mercy.

. Christ, have mercy.

. Lord, have mercy.

<P <P <R

. Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /

We praise you, / we bless you, / we

adore you, / we glorify you, / we give
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. /
Amen.

COLLECT

P. Grant, almighty God, that we may
celebrate with heartfelt devotion these

days of joy, which we keep in honour of

the risen Lord, and that what we relive in
remembrance we may always hold to in what
we do. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING  Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon
the gentiles also.

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went
out to meet him, knelt at his feet and
prostrated himself. But Peter helped him up.
‘Stand up,” he said ‘I am only a man after all!’

Then Peter addressed them: “The truth I
have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God
does not have favourites, but that anybody of
any nationality who fears God and does what
is right is acceptable to him.’

While Peter was still speaking the Holy
Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish
believers who had accompanied Peter were
all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit
should be poured out on the pagans too,
since they could hear them speaking strange
languages and proclaiming the greatness of
God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone
refuse the water of baptism to these people,
now they have received the Holy Spirit just
as much as we have?” He then gave orders
for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus
Christ. Afterwards they begged him to stay
on for some days.’

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PS Ps97:1-4.R. cf. v. 2
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations
his saving power. (or Alleluial)

1. Sing a new song to the Lord / for he has
worked wonders. / His right hand and his
holy arm / have brought salvation. R.

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; /
has shown his justice to the nations. / He
has remembered his truth and love / for the
house of Israel. R.

3. All the ends of the earth have seen / the
salvation of our God. / Shout to the Lord all
the earth, / ring out your joy. R.

5 MAay 2024

SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St John
God is love.

My dear people,

1Jn4:7-10

let us love one another

since love comes from God

and everyone who loves is begotten by God
and knows God.

Anyone who fails to love can never have
known God,

because God is love.

God’s love for us was revealed

when God sent into the world his only Son

so that we could have life through him;

this is the love I mean:

not our love for God,

but God’s love for us when he sent his Son

to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.
The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them and we will

come to them.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
No one can have greater love than to lay down
his life for his friends.
Jesus said to his disciples:

‘As the Father has loved me,

so have I loved you.

Remain in my love.

If you keep my commandments

you will remain in my love,

Jn 14:23

Jn 15:9-17

just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments
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