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SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

REFLECTION FOR THIS WEEK

Matthew continues the Sermon on the Mount with a
three part instruction by Jesus on the Way of Life in
the kingdom of heaven. Today’s reading is part one
and deals with the Law. Part two deals with worship
and religious practice and contains the Lord’s Prayer.
Part three deals with trusting God and deeds of loving
service to our neighbour.

When Matthew speaks of “the Law and the prophets™
he means the whole Scripture. When the Messiah
brings the fullness of the kingdom none of scripture
will be done away with. Instead it will be fulfilled.
Matthew’s Jesus does not overturn the Law of Moses,
nor does he set his followers free from the Law. He
requires his followers to go beyond the Law by doing
more than the Law requires.

The Law condemned murder. Jesus condemns anger.
The Law condemned adultery. Jesus condemns even
lustful looks. As Jewish Christians who had always
been faithful to the Law Matthew’s community need a
way to understand the difference Jesus and the
kingdom he brings have made. They affirmed that
God had always been at work in history through “the
Law and the prophets.” But God’s work goes beyond
that to be embodied by the Messiah who reveals the
definitive will of God. The written scriptures and their
interpretation in tradition are surpassed by Jesus
whose life and teaching are the definitive revelation
of the will of God.

“‘——‘
IA

/72

l’.

7

ASH

WEDNESDAY

84 Austin Road, Seaford.

Holy Mass

FEBRUARY 18TH

9:15AM MASS
7:00PM MASS

DURING LENT

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
FRIDAYS 7:00PM

LENTEN PROGRAM 2026

Lenten Program starting Wednesday 25th February 7:00 pm at

St Anne's church.

You are welcome to join us for this Lenten Program. The focus this year will be
on inviting the Holy Spirit to guide us in mission. We would like you to join
these sessions, sign up sheet is available in the foyer of the church.

Please scan the QR code for the Divine Renovation Ministry.

Our parish respectfully acknowledges the Bunurong people, who are the custodians of the Boon Wurrung land
on which we worship. We acknowledge and pay respect to the Elders; past, present and future.
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We are very grateful to all the parishioners for your continued support and donations.

THANKSGIVING OPTIONS
If you are able to send your thanksgiving offerings via direct debit to:
St. Annes Church (CDF)
BSB Number: 083 347, Account No: 64340 4615.

As reference please include your Thanksgiving Number if you have one
and/or your full name.
Online direct contributions, either one-off or recurring,
can be made through the QR code Or the below link

https://www.melbcatholic.org/s/donate?id=0012w00000L Oj6iAAD Scan this code with your smart
phone camera APP & please

Thanksgiving collection for the Weekend 8/02/2026 $ 4635.55 {50y the prompts.

“Child Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility”

Welcome to St Anne’s Parish, where we foster the well being and safety of all children and adults at risk.
Since we take the safety of our young and vulnerable parishioners seriously, we have a zero tolerance policy
when it comes to abuse. All our parishioners have the right to feel safe and welcome. If you have any
concerns, Please contact the Parish Safeguarding Officer.

Please pray for the sick and suffering of our parish especially Alexander, Felipe,
Anne, Chelsea Borg, Ida Perry, Constance Anderson, Jean McGregor,
Jacqueline Ware, Allyson Joel, Frank Bartosy, Siyumi, Eliza Wilmot, John
McCready, Yeng Omo, Myra Buyco, Patricia Upton, Alex, Jay Sulton,
Kerry Marshall, Frances Kinna, Philomina. We pray for all those whose
anniversaries & remembrances occur at this time especially Catalina Ahumada,
Josefina Yanez, Rodolfo Ahumada, Jenny Munoz ,and for all those who have
died recently deceased Christopher Long. Rest in Peace. Amen.

ROSTER FOR NEXT WEEKEND

21T & 22ND FEBRUARY
Let your y@ S 6:00pm Vigil Mass
" Readers: Josephine. R / Liam. D
s P Eucharistic Minister: Allan / Jarvis
mean ‘ e Altar Servers: Alden, Jeremy, Issac
and your MO 8:30am Mass

Readers: Fina. A/ Jeanne. A
Eucharistic Minister: Ranjani / Antony

mean No.

AmWh | mg more iS Altar Servers: Fina, Jeanne, Johan
- 10:00am Mass
from Th@ @\/|| one Readers: Wendy. Z/ Amelia. H

Jesus. Mat 5:37 acaty Eucharistic Minister: Jerome / Joesharan
FA L .O'q

Altar Servers: Mary, Grazinia, Victoria

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY-Year A READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY-Year A

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time First Sunday of Lent
Ist Reading: Sir 15: 15 - 20 Ist Reading: Gen2:7-9,3:1-7
Responsorial Psalm: Happy are they who Responsorial Psalm: Be merciful, O Lord, for
follow the law of the Lord. we have sinned.
2nd Reading: I Cor 2:6-10 2nd Reading: Rom 5:12-19

Gospel: Mt 5: 17 - 37 Gospel: Mt4:1-11
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Ash Wednesday and Lenten season

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a sacred
season of repentance, renewal, and preparation for
Easter. On this day, we receive ashes on our foreheads
as a sign of humility and a reminder of our mortality—
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.” This ancient practice calls us to turn away
from sin and embrace the Gospel with renewed faith.

Lent is a time of spiritual discipline, centred on prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving. Through prayer, we deepen
our relationship with God. Through fasting, we
practice self-discipline and detach from worldly
distractions. Through almsgiving, we express love and
charity toward others, especially those in need. These
practices help us grow in holiness and prepare our
hearts to celebrate the joy of Christ’s Resurrection at
Easter.

As we begin this Lenten journey this week, we
encourage you to join the services and let us embrace
it as an opportunity for personal and communal
renewal. May this season draw us closer to God and
transform our lives in His love and mercy.

Lenten regulations 2026

The Lenten season has a twofold character:

1) it recalls baptism or prepares for it;

2) it stresses a penitential spirit.

By these means especially, Lent readies the faithful
for celebrating the paschal mystery after a period of
closer attention to the Word of God, and more ardent
prayer.

In the liturgy itself and in the liturgy-centred
instructions, these baptismal and penitential themes
should be more pronounced. Hence:

a) Wider use is to be made of baptismal features
proper to the Lenten liturgy.

b) The same approach holds for the penitential
elements.

During Lent, penance should not be only internal and
individual but also external and social.
In any event, let the paschal fast be kept sacred. It

should be observed everywhere on Good Friday and,
where possible prolonged throughout Holy Saturday,
so that the joys of the Sunday of the resurrection may
be visited on uplifted and responsive spirits.

Comparison of Sacramental Statistics for

the past 4 years
Sacraments 2022 2023 2024 | 2025
Baptisms 76 62 67 107
First Eucharist 35 41 49 33
Confirmations 36 55 30 38
Marriages 2 1 2 7
Funerals 10 10 10 7

Welcome to the

FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION
X
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ST. ANNE'S-CHURCH
W AUSTIN ROAD, SEAFORD, 3198
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PRAYEER

PUTTING ONESELF IN THE
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LENT 2026 WITH THE CATHOLIC GUY, BRUCE
DOWNES

Lent is a time when we can grow closer to God and
prepare our hearts for the true meaning of Easter. Be
inspired. Be refreshed. Be renewed!

For 40 days you will receive a short, practical and
inspiring video in your inbox every morning to help
you make this Lenten journey more powerful and
prayerful. This program is FREE and you can sign up
here:

https://brucedownes.org/lent-2026-sign-up/

Go to BruceDownes.org for more information.

Allan Sleddon is attending this prayer meeting
every week, he has 3 seats available in his car, If
anyone wish to join him. Please contact him for
more information.
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MASS TIMES FOR THE WEEK
Tuesday & Thursday 6:00 pm Mass
Ash Wednesday 9:15 am & 7:00 pm Mass

Silent adoration 5:30 - 6:30pm
Friday Funeral 11:00 am Mass

Christopher Long
Rosary 6:30 pm

Station of the Cross 7:00 pm

Saturday 5:20 pm Rosary followed
by Divine Mercy Chaplet
5:30 pm Reconciliation
(Other times by appointment only)
6:00pm Vigil Mass

Sunday 8:30am & 10:00am Mass
3rd Sunday 10:30am Filipino Mass
(at Holy Family Hall)

Piety Stall

New stock - Holy Family wall picture; small crosses;
brass Guardian Angel statuette; St Benedict Cross with
chain; Brass ornament of Christ falling as in Stations of
Cross; Car window sticker of Praying hands with
Rosary.

Call at the Piety Stall to view the above and look to see
what you can purchase for gifts.

We have 2 new ladies helping with the Piety Stall on a
Saturday evening, thank you.

MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Monday 6:00 - 8:00 pm Marian Cenacle Group
Tuesday 6:35 - 7:30 pm Religious Coordinators

Wednesday 7:00 - 8:00 pm RCIA Session
Thursday 7:00 - 8:00 pm VIBE

Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm MenAlive
Saturday  3:45 - 5:00 pm Senior Legion of Mary

Mary Magdalene — The Musical
An uplifting Lenten production retelling the journey of
Mary Magdalene through music and story. Presented
by COG Theatre Group and directed by Beth
Mondragon Williams, this moving work reflects on
redemption, grace, and hope.

[l When:

Fri & Sat 13—14 March, 7:00 pm

Sat & Sun 14-15 March, 1:00 pm
[] Where: Renaissance Theatre, High Street, Kew
[0 Tickets: trybooking.com/DHZPD

Caritas - Project Compassion 2026

Each year through out the six weeks of Lent, Caritas
Australia’s  Project Compassion brings together
thousands of Australian Schools parishes and supporters
nationwide to Unite Against Poverty. We are incredibly
grateful to welcome your parish’s generous contributions
and support for project compassion in 2026— thank you
for being a part of this wonderful community once
again/!.

Project Compassion calls all parishioners to stand with
us, as they unite against poverty this Lent. Every dollar
raised by you will help transform the lives of some of the
vulnerable people and will enable us to stand in solidarity
with them as they Foster change from the ground up.

A Praver of Grace for this Year
A prayer of grace for the new year seeks divine
guidance, strength, and mercy to embrace fresh
beginnings with a thankful heart. It
acknowledges past shortcomings, asks for
wisdom to navigate future challenges, and
entrusts personal, family, and worldly matters
to God's care, fostering hope, peace, and love
for the year ahead.

"Gracious Lord, thank You for the gift of a new
year and the promise of a fresh start. We thank
You for your faithfulness in the past and ask for
Your abundant grace to guide our steps in the
days ahead.

Amen.

Schedule for the Sacraments 2026

Dear Parishioners, Please see the dates for the sacraments this year. We need your help to let the
families of non Catholic school know these dates as early as possible. All non Catholic school
children will need to do special Religious education program apart from the sacramental program of
the parish. This is the last weekend for Reconciliation Enrolments.

Program First Reconciliation | First Eucharist Confirmation
Enrolment form goes out Jan 27 Feb 3 March 31
Enrolment Mass 1 Feb 7/8 Feb 21/22 May 16/17
Enrolment Mass 2 Feb 14/15 Feb 28/Mar 1 May 23/24
Preparation Evening Feb 25t March 11 Tune 3t
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